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I am pleased to announce that the College of Applied Sciences and Arts Executive Council and I have selected the following faculty to receive the 
2007-2008 Outstanding Faculty Awards:

Outstanding Lecturer – Debbie Faires/Library & Information Science

Outstanding Professor – Panfilo Belo/Nutrition, Food Science & Packaging

Outstanding Scholar – Kathryn Sucher/Nutrition, Food Science & Packaging

Outstanding Service – Gong Chen - Kinesiology

I will present the CASA Dean’s Outstanding Faculty Awards to all recipients at the Dean’s Awards Reception on Monday, May 5, 2008, beginning at 5:00 p.m. in the Student Union Barrett Ballroom.  The CASA community is invited to attend and recognize the accomplishments of these and other award winners.   Please RSVP, if you have not done so at deansreception@casa.sjsu.edu.
Debbie Faires, Lecturer in Library & Information Science, Ms. Debbie Faires is a full-time lecturer in the School of Library and Information Sciences where she teaches graduate courses and workshops and serves as Assistant Director for Distance Learning.  As a teacher, Ms. Faires has consistently earned the highest evaluations from her students.  Her teaching includes the New Student Technology Workshop to which many students attribute their success in graduate school.  She is considered the “main” faculty member in the School for training students and faculty in the use of new technologies like Blackboard and Elluminate Live, a real-time Web conferencing software.  Ms. Faires is also cited for her work in recruiting, selecting, training, and supervising student mentors for both students and faculty.  Notably, the School has been commended for its innovative and highly effective approach to using graduate students to mentor faculty in using tools for teaching and learning.  Ms. Faires also advises more than 100 graduate students while supervising 15 students each semester on their required electronic portfolio.  


Ms. Faires has been described as “unflagging” in her commitment to students and their activities.  Beyond her work with students, Ms. Faires publishes, prepares grant proposals, and advises on grant writing even though it is not a required part of her assignment.  

She has been equally active in her contribution to SJSU and the College of Applied Sciences and Arts.  Examples include serving on the CASA Lottery Grant Committee, the Instructional Materials Accessibility Team, and the University iTunes Committee.  Ms. Faires maintains membership in the Association for Library and Information Science Education and the American Library Association where she served as a member of the Recruitment Assembly, a Presidential Task Force focusing on recruitment to the profession with an emphasis on diversity.  Ms. Faires received the CASA/SLIS Distinguished Alumna Award in 2006.


Panfilo Belo, Professor, Nutrition, Food Science & Packaging, Dr. Panfilo Belo has been a faculty member in the Department of Nutrition, Food Sciences, and Packaging at San Jose State University since 1980.  He has served as Graduate Coordinator within that Department for twelve years where he has had oversight of an average of 80 students per year.  Students rely on Dr. Belo for his expertise in this area and continue to maintain contact and seek mentorship and career advice long after obtaining their degrees.  According to Dr. Lucy McProud, Chair of the Department of Nutrition, Food Sciences and Packaging, Dr. Belo is “always helping alumni.”  Dr. McProud made special note of one alum who was recently 
laid-off, but rapidly found new employment at a better salary due to Dr. Belo’s efforts.  Dr. Belo is an exceptional teacher who routinely achieves superior evaluations in the nine different courses he teaches.  As a response to the Nutrition, Food Sciences, and Packaging core competencies and outcome assessments, Dr. Belo is developing laboratory manuals for the Food Chemistry and Chemical Analysis of Food courses.  He is an expert in this rigorous, scientifically based course content and regularly seeks new and creative ways to teach the material while making it more understandable to the students.   In recognition of his contributions as a Professor in the Department of Nutrition, Food Sciences, and Packaging, Dr. Belo was honored with the 1994-95 Outstanding Professor Award given annually by the students of the Department.


Kathy Sucher, Nutrition, Food Science & Packaging, Dr. Kathy Sucher has been a tenure track faculty member at San Jose State University in the Department of Nutrition, Food Sciences, and Packaging since 1983.  Throughout that time, she has made impressive contributions to the dietetics profession and food industries by writing four textbooks.  Her most recent text, Nutrition Therapy and Pathophysiology (2007), has been particularly well received in the area of Medical Nutrition Therapy according to Dr. Lucy McProud, Chair, Department of Nutrition, Food Sciences, and Packaging.   Her book, Food and Culture, is now in its fifth edition, a testament to the durability and long-term impact it has had on the profession.  The book has provided valuable information on diversity as it relates to nutrition and is the only comprehensive book of its kind in the field.  In addition to her books, Dr. Sucher has published numerous research articles in refereed publications such as the Journal of the American Dietetic Association, Journal of Nutrition Education and Behavior, Nutrition in Clinical Practice, and Topics in Clinical Nutrition and the Dietetic Educator.  Dr. Sucher has also been a regular presenter at key professional meetings like the California Dietetic Association and the National Dietetic Association as well as the Association of Diabetic Educators and the National Kidney Foundation.  Beyond her work as a scholar, Dr. Sucher has been a “tireless promoter” of students in her department, the department itself, the University, and her profession through innumerable voluntary scholarly activities over the years.  


Gong Chen, Kinesiology, Dr. Gong Chen has been a faculty member in the Department of Kinesiology since 1990.  His service activities at SJSU are numerous, wide ranging, and significant.  An internationally known expert on self-defense, he has made many presentations on violence awareness, self-defense, and crime prevention.  

He has designed self defense courses and curricula for schools, businesses, and community centers and organized martial arts fairs, and demonstrations.  

His work in self-defense has spanned the globe and includes a self-defense curriculum designed for Beijing University that was adopted by universities throughout China.  Just last year, Dr. Chen was invited by the Chinese Education Ministry to develop a self-defense curriculum for Chinese public schools.  Dr. Chen has made similar contributions in the area of badminton where he co-founded the SJSU Badminton Club and served as Advisor since 1995.  He has organized and coached six badminton camps on campus since 2001 and brought 
13-time world champion, Lingwei Li, to campus as one of his guest coaches.  Dr. Chen has also played a vital role in the Department of Kinesiology where he coordinates the SJSU Physical Activity Program where SJSU students can fulfill their 2-unit physical education graduation requirement.  This program serves several thousand students each semester with more than 100 sections of classes in thirty-five different activities.  Dr. Chen has also been instrumental in the Center for International Sport and Human Performance, an institution within the Department of Kinesiology, designed to foster international relationships and host visiting scholars.  Chen has been selfless in the donation of his time for these activities and many more.  He is an outstanding teacher and curricular innovator who has written 7 textbooks, 40 papers, and made over 80 presentations throughout the world.   
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