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I. Course Information

· San Jose State University

· Culture and Civilization 130, Section 1; (Tuesday and Thursday 10:30 am-11:20 am; WSQ 109)

· Fall 2005

Dr. Homera Simian, WSQ 210

· Phone: 924-3702 (contact by phone is preferred)

· Email: hsimian@sjsu.edu
· Office Hours: TuTh 1:30 pm to 4:00 pm  

A. Course Description

· Cultural Behavior 130: Studying ways in which humans have tried to explain their origins and place in the universe, including the meaning of their lives and mortality.

B. Student Learning Objectives

On successful completion of this course students shall be able to: 
· compare and contrast the ways in which different cultures explain their origins and their place in the universe

· compare and contrast the theories of how varied cultural explanations of human origins evolved 

· compare and contrast the ways in which different cultures assign meaning to their lives 

· compare and contrast the ways in which different cultures assign meaning to mortality and death

C. Prerequisites
Completion of Cultural Behavior 50 and Junior-level standing

D. Reading

Required:

1. The Mysteries of Life and Death…
2. Life Among the Forest People…
E. Course Requirements, Percent of Grade, and Tentative Due Dates*

	Assignment
	Percent of Grade
	Date Due

	1. Term Paper
(First Draft)
	25%
	10/21

	2. Term Paper (Final Draft)
	25%
	11/31

	3. Midterm Exam
	25%
	10/30

	4. Final Exam
	25%
	12/18


*Due dates are subject to change with fair notice
F. Grading Method

Each assignment and the course as a whole will be graded on a curve. 

G. Late Papers
Papers will not be accepted after the due date.

H. Makeup Exams

If students have a written medical excuse for missing an exam, a makeup exam will be given within a week of the missed exam or, at the discretion of the instructor, during the final makeup period.  If students do not have a written medical excuse, the student will receive a zero for the missed exam.

I. Descriptions of Assignments/Exams

1. Exams: Exams will be essay in style and will be based on the reading assignments and course material.

2. Term Paper: The topic for the term paper should be approved by the instructor.  The term paper should be typed, double-spaced, 6 to 10 pages in length, and include at least 15 primary references.  (Please ask me if you do not know what primary references are).  Students should use the format of the American Journal of Culture and Civilization.  The paper will be graded on content (50% of the grade) and style, format, and grammar (50%of the grade).  Papers that include any amount of plagiarism will earn a grade of zero, and the student will be reported to the office of Judicial Affairs for violating the Academic Integrity Policy.  Please see the Academic Integrity Policy in the SJSU catalog for the definition of plagiarism.   Papers will be scanned for plagiarism using “Turnitin.com.”  Students will be required to turn in a first draft of the paper and a final draft.  The first draft will be graded using the same criteria as that for the final draft.

J. Topics Covered and Tentative Course Calendar

	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	8/26
	Topic 1
	Ch. 1

	8/30
	Topic 2
	Ch. 2

	9/05
	Topic 3
	Ch. 3

	9/12
	Topic 4
	Ch. 4

	9/19
	Topic 5
	Ch. 5

	9/26
	Topic 6
	Ch. 6

	10/3
	First Draft of Paper Due
	 

	10/3
	Topic 7
	Ch. 7

	10/10
	Midterm Exam
	

	10/17
	Topic 8
	Ch. 8

	10/24
	Topic 9
	Ch. 9

	10/31
	Topic 10
	Ch. 10

	11/7
	Topic 11
	Ch. 11

	11/14
	Topic 12
	Ch. 12

	11/21
	Topic 13
	Ch. 13

	11/28
	Topic 14
	Ch. 14

	12/5
	Final Draft of Paper Due
	 

	12/12
	Final Exam
	 


II. University Policies

A. Academic Integrity Statement

“Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s Integrity Policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work.  Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Judicial Affairs.”  The policy on academic integrity can found at http://sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html
B. Campus policy in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act

“If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities register with the DRC to establish a record of their disability.”

III. College and Departmental Policies

A. Colleges and Departments may have their own policies, which would be listed here.

IV. Optional Items

Notes to Faculty: See the Greensheet Policy (S05-14) and below for examples of other items that have been recommended for consideration.

A. Optional item 1

You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, withdrawals, incompletes, classroom behavior, and other policies described in the catalog.  Please read your catalog thoroughly.

B. Optional item 2

Your library liaison is Bernie Book.  Mr. Book can give you guidance about how to find primary references for your paper and can guide you to useful information on the Martin Luther King Library website.

C. Optional item 3

We will review the evacuation plan for this classroom during the first class meeting.  If you missed the first meeting, please see me about the evacuation plan.

D. Optional item 4

My office hours are for you.  Please do not hesitate to come in and ask for help.
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