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MissionMission

We believe that We believe that 
opening the door to a opening the door to a 

college education college education 
will help transform the lives of will help transform the lives of 

highhigh--risk youthsrisk youths
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Linkage to EducationLinkage to Education
HistoryHistory

Developed in 1988, is a nonDeveloped in 1988, is a non--profit that profit that 
provides assistance to 17 & 18 yearprovides assistance to 17 & 18 year--old old 
foster and probation youthfoster and probation youth

Youth are exiting institutional custody and Youth are exiting institutional custody and 
care into postcare into post--secondary education program secondary education program 

Serves the Sacramento, CA areaServes the Sacramento, CA area

Provides on campus support servicesProvides on campus support services

Linkage to EducationLinkage to Education

OutcomesOutcomes
–– CostCost--effectively turns former dropouts, foster youth and effectively turns former dropouts, foster youth and 

juvenile offenders into college students who are pursuing juvenile offenders into college students who are pursuing 
positive goalspositive goals

–– Changes the public perception as well as the selfChanges the public perception as well as the self--
perception of these students that they are college materialperception of these students that they are college material

–– Strengthens the students ability to climb social/economical Strengthens the students ability to climb social/economical 
ladder with improved academics and upgraded training ladder with improved academics and upgraded training 
skillsskills

–– Apply a realistic plan to help. These students who have Apply a realistic plan to help. These students who have 
never thought about the future answer the most basic never thought about the future answer the most basic 
questions, questions, ““ what do you want to be when you grow up?what do you want to be when you grow up?””
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Linkage to EducationLinkage to Education
Magnification of the First Year Experience for Foster  YouthMagnification of the First Year Experience for Foster  Youth

Foster Care 
(System 1)

Higher 
Education 
(System 2)

First 
Year 

ExperienceTransition

Transition Transition

Linkage to EducationLinkage to Education
TransitionTransition

With With transitiontransition, the student, the student’’s physical reality s physical reality 
has changedhas changed

–– Instigates cognitive dissonance Instigates cognitive dissonance 
The studentThe student’’s internal world struggles with their s internal world struggles with their 
objectification of and projection on the externalobjectification of and projection on the external

–– During this period, the studentDuring this period, the student’’s pres pre--existing existing 
mental health issues are at risk for exacerbationmental health issues are at risk for exacerbation

physiological, social and psychological dynamics physiological, social and psychological dynamics 
will also be vulnerablewill also be vulnerable
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Linkage to EducationLinkage to Education
Transition (continued)Transition (continued)

–– As the youth reaches college, he/she will As the youth reaches college, he/she will 
have to endure another round of turmoilhave to endure another round of turmoil

This is more of a normalizing process This is more of a normalizing process 
experienced by all incoming freshman. However, experienced by all incoming freshman. However, 
for foster or probation youth who are unaware for foster or probation youth who are unaware 
of their unique FYE process, this struggle may of their unique FYE process, this struggle may 
be the final straw.be the final straw.

Preparation in the prePreparation in the pre--emancipation/release emancipation/release 
phase is critical for both transition and FYE.phase is critical for both transition and FYE.

Linkage to EducationLinkage to Education
First Year Experience (FYE)First Year Experience (FYE)

When FYE is identified as part of a When FYE is identified as part of a 
comprehensive outreach comprehensive outreach 
partnership:  partnership:  
–– youth know what to expectyouth know what to expect
–– youth does not automatically blame youth does not automatically blame 

himself for his struggleshimself for his struggles
–– retention and transfer rates will retention and transfer rates will 

improveimprove
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CME SocietyCME Society
History  History  

2004, CME Society Founded2004, CME Society Founded
–– Connie L. Lurie, SJSU Connie L. Lurie, SJSU 

Alumnus and PhilanthropistAlumnus and Philanthropist
–– Mary Male, Ph.D., SJSU Mary Male, Ph.D., SJSU 

Professor Emeritus, Special Professor Emeritus, Special 
EducationEducation

–– Emily Bruce, Ph.D., SJSU Emily Bruce, Ph.D., SJSU 
Associate Professor, School Associate Professor, School 
of Social Workof Social Work

2005, Director of CME Society 2005, Director of CME Society 
Connie Hernandez RobbinsConnie Hernandez Robbins
2007, Educational Coordinator 2007, Educational Coordinator 
Kahlila M. LiverpoolKahlila M. Liverpool

MUSEMUSE
Metropolitan University ScholarMetropolitan University Scholar’’s Experiences Experience

MUSE a seminar developed by SJSU MUSE a seminar developed by SJSU 
that focuses on the first year that focuses on the first year 
experienceexperience

–– Specifically designed to help students Specifically designed to help students 
transition into college transition into college 

–– Helping students develop the skills and Helping students develop the skills and 
attitudes necessary to engage attitudes necessary to engage 
intellectually in and confront the intellectually in and confront the 
challenges of inchallenges of in--depth universitydepth university--level level 
studystudy
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CME Society/MUSECME Society/MUSE
Collaboration for a former foster youth first year seminarCollaboration for a former foster youth first year seminar

CME Society

•Educational Advising 
Appointments 

• Educational  Workshops

• Mid-semester grade check

• Connections to on & off            
campus resources

• Community

MUSE

•Personal Exploration

• Academic  Exploration

• Career Exploration

• Campus resources

• Community

MUSEMUSE
General Education ComponentGeneral Education Component

California State University California State University 
–– Meets the General Education requirement Meets the General Education requirement 
–– Human Understanding & DevelopmentHuman Understanding & Development
–– Area E Area E 
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MUSEMUSE
Learning ObjectivesLearning Objectives

1. To recognize the physiological, social/cultural, & 
psychological influences on personal well-being 

2. To recognize the interrelation of the 
physiological, social/cultural and psychological 
factors on their development

3. To use appropriate social skills to enhance 
learning and develop positive interpersonal 
relationships with diverse groups and individuals

MUSEMUSE
Learning Object (continued)Learning Object (continued)

4. To recognize themselves as individuals undergoing 4. To recognize themselves as individuals undergoing 
a particular stage in human developmenta particular stage in human development

5. To understand the learning process and their 5. To understand the learning process and their 
responsibility in itresponsibility in it

6. To know what it means to be a member of a 6. To know what it means to be a member of a 
metropolitan university community metropolitan university community 
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CME Society/MUSE CME Society/MUSE 
Student PanelStudent Panel

MUSEMUSE
Guest Speakers SeriesGuest Speakers Series

Organizations
& Clubs

Career 
Center

University 
Ombudsman

Study 
Abroad

Health 
Center

Counseling 
Center

Library 

Tutorial 
Center

Writing
Center

Upper Division 
CME Society 

Students

CME Society
MUSE 

Student
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Contact Information Contact Information 
Daren MaedaDaren Maeda
Executive Director Linkage to EducationExecutive Director Linkage to Education
P.O. Box 161732P.O. Box 161732
Sacramento, CA 95816Sacramento, CA 95816
Voice: 916Voice: 916--443443--5942 or 9165942 or 916--455455--5791, Fax: 9165791, Fax: 916--455455--5729  5729  
linkage2@comcast.net 
http://www.linkagetoeducation.org

Kahlila M. Liverpool, M.P.A.Kahlila M. Liverpool, M.P.A.
CME Society Education Coordinator
San Jose State University, Division of Student Affairs
One Washington Square, San Jose, CA 95192-0031
Voice: 408.924.5993, Fax: 408.924.1197
www.sjsu.edu/cmesociety
kahlila.liverpool@sjsu.edu

LorriLorri CapizziCapizzi, M.A., M.A.
Lecturer, Counselor EducationLecturer, Counselor Education
San Jose State UniversitySan Jose State University
One Washington SquareOne Washington Square
San Jose, CA 95192San Jose, CA 95192
Voice: 408.924.3829, Fax: 408.924.4137Voice: 408.924.3829, Fax: 408.924.4137
LCapizzi@pacbell.netLCapizzi@pacbell.net


