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The Comprehensive Exam is a 3-hour written essay exam. As a part of each candidate’s exit review, both M.A. and PPS School Counseling Credential programs require that students take and pass the exam. If you have a Masters Degree from another institution, you still need to take the exam for the credential program. However, if you passed the exam for your Masters Degree at SJSU, you will not need to retake the exam. 

The Comprehensive Exam covers the theories, knowledge and skills taught in all the courses offered in the program. At the end of the program, most students have obtained a significant understanding of the issues presented in the test. The questions are not intended to be tricky. Instead, they are practical, straight forward, and comprehensive. They cover the main topics of the courses you have completed.

Scheduling the Comprehensive Exam

It is recommended that you complete the comprehensive exam in the last semester prior to graduation. At this time, you will have completed most of your coursework and field experience, so you should be prepared to have the necessary knowledge base to pass the test. If you should have difficulty with the exam, you will have a chance to study and retake it.

To take the exam, you should contact our department office for scheduling and sign up. If you have been approved for any special testing accommodations due to disability, please inform the department office when you sign up for the exam. You may take the exam on computer. If you choose to handwrite your exam, please be sure to write neatly and clearly.

Preparing for the Exam

The best way to prepare for the examination is to learn as much as you can in your courses. You are encouraged to review your handouts, notes, and texts for each of your classes. There is no sample exam. 

The test questions require that the student demonstrate broad knowledge of the field. There are both theoretical concepts and vision for practical implementation. Answers to the questions should be direct and concrete.

Who grades the Comprehensive Exam?

The Comprehensive Exam is reviewed by your university advisor. Your advisor will determine whether or not you pass the test.

How long does it take for the results?

Normally, it should take about two weeks for your advisor to review the test. 

What if I don’t pass the exam?

You will be notified to retake the test if you do not pass the exam. Your university advisor will meet with you to discuss how you may improve your understanding of the questions and strategies to improve your performance on the test. 

What does the exam cover?

As mentioned above, the exam covers the content of the MA and PPS School Counseling Credential coursework and the knowledge and skills that you have developed during the program. Each of the courses in the department addresses certain objectives. Those objectives provide expected outcomes. Those objectives may be the best overview of the content which might be required in the comprehensive exam. While the syllabi are no substitute for taking the coursework, they should serve to refresh your memory. You may find course syllabi at our department web site at: http://coe.sjsu.edu/coed/
What should I do once I pass the exam?

Once the comprehensive exam has successfully completed, you should order your official transcript and apply for your credential, or turn in your final draft of your thesis for your Masters Degree.

