Extra Credit Movie Assignment






Susana Gallardo
See one of these films and write a one-page review of gender issues in the film. Suggested format:  give a one-paragaph summary of the plot, and spend the rest of the page identifying and discussing gender roles or issues in the plot. Almost all of these films are available from King Library (some via Link+) or your local video store.  You may write up to TWO movie reviews for 5 points extra credit each. 
Questions you might think about include: 
How are gender roles portrayed in this film?  Is the main character male or female?  Do women get to be lead characters or secondary (wife, girlfriend, sister)?  What is considered “normal” gender roles here?; what is considered “radical”?  Is this what you expect for this time period?  What racial or ethnic groups are portrayed, and where? (Hero, villain, background?)  What kinds of cultural change do you see in this film?  What is at stake, for who?  Are female roles stereotypical (shrewish wife, innocent girl, seductress, woman-with-power-gone-mad) or more complex? Who dies, and who learns a lesson (i.e. race/ethnicity, gender)?  Does the film play on a stereotype--turn it inside out, as Stuart Hall says?  

1936  Modern Times dir. Charlie Chaplin

1940  Philadelphia Story  with Katherine Hepburn, Cary Grant, & Jimmy Stewart
1942  Woman of the Year  with Katherine Hepburn & Spencer Tracy
1949  Adam’s Rib  with Katharine Hepburn & Cary Grant  

194x  Ghostbreakers with Paulette Goddard, Bob Hope, Anthony Quinn, & Willie Best  

1952  Pat & Mike  with Katherine Hepburn & Spencer Tracy
1954  Salt of the Earth with Rosaura Revueltas, dir Herbert Biberman
1987  Princess Bride, dir. Rob Reiner
1988  The Accused  with Jodie Foster, dir. Jonathan Kaplan
1990  Strangers in Good Company, dir Cynthia Scott

1991  Danzón (Spanish), dir. Maria Novaro
1991 Terminator 2: Judgement Day, dir. James Cameron
1991  Thelma & Louise  with Gina Davis & Susan Sarandon, dir. Ridley Scott
1992  Gas, Food & Lodging with Ione Skye, dir. Alison Anders
1993  Ruby in Paradise dir. Miguel Arteta 
1995  Butterfly Kiss with Amanda Plummer & Saskia Reeves, dir. Michael Winterbottom 

1995  Devil in a Blue Dress with Don Cheadle, dir. Carl Franklin
1995  Desperado  wr/dir. Robert Rodriguez  

1995  Antonia’s Line, dir. Marleen Gorris

1996  Lone Star, dir. John Sayles

1996  Fire  with Shabana Azmi, Nandita Das, dir. Deepa Mehta  

1997  Star Maps dir. Miguel Arteta.  Notice rock-en-espanol soundtrack arranged by Chicana musician Lysa Flores
1997  Full Monty (U.K.), dir. Peter Cattaneo
1998  Mulan, dir. Bancroft & Cook - Who is the hero; how does the film satirize masculinity?

1998  Bulworth, dir. Warren Beatty  


1998  Out of Sight, dir. Steven Soderbergh 
1998  Pleasantville, dir. Gary Ross
1999  Superstar with Molly Shannon, dir. Bruce McCulloch
2000  Girlfight with Michelle Rodriguez, dir. Karyn Kusama
2000  Billy Elliot (U.K.), dir. Stephen Daldry
2000  I’m the One That I Want, Margaret Cho with Karen Taussig
2000  Spirited Away (Japan), dir. Hayao Miyazaki

2000  Erin Brockovich, dir. Steven Soderbergh - 
Who is the hero? How does the film portray class differences?  How does this film recast the “businessman/housewife” relationship between Erin and her boyfriend?
2001  Zoolander dir. Ben Stiller - How does the film satirize masculinity? 

2002  Lilo & Stitch, dir. DeBlois & Sanders 
2002  Rabbit Proof Fence (Australia), dir. Phillip Noyce - What was the role of the orphanages?  What kinds of relationships had value in this film?  What kinds of knowledge were significant here? Who had which kind of knowledge? 

2002  Real Women Have Curves, dir. Josefina Lopez
2002  Roger Dodger, dir. Dylan Kidd

2004  Iron Jawed Angels, dir. Katja von Garnier
