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Researching on the Web Worksheet
This worksheet is designed to help make you knowledgeable users of Internet resources, and to introduce you to some significant sources for academic study on the Web.  
1.  The population of San Jose recently passed 900,000.  Find the exact current population from a  reliable source.  The current population of San Jose is ______________________ as of _______(date),
 according to ____________________________________________________ (source).
2.  Project Vote Smart is a nonpartisan non-profit organization devote to voter information.  Go to  http://www.vote-smart.org and use their site to identify your local state assemblypersons (in your hometown).  Write one thing about your assemblyperson: 

My assemblyperson is ______________________________________________________________

and he/she  _______________________________________________________________________
3.  Internal Search Engines.  The federal Library of Congress is the largest library in the world with nearly 128 million items on approximately 530 miles of bookshelves.  Find the Library of Congress website and search for the declaration of independence and Thomas Jefferson—to find pictures of Thomas Jefferson’s “original rough draft of the Declaration.”  Look at the image—what are the very first words on the top left of the page? 
4.  Assessing reliability.  Browse around the following websites.  Do you find this website reliable for an academic research paper?   Why or why not?  Give a specific quotation from the page supporting your judgement. 
“Focus on the Family”  http://www.family.org  (Hint: look for the “Mission” statement).
“Family Research Lab”  http://www.unh.edu/frl/frlbroch.htm 
If either source is not reliable for an academic paper, what might it be good for? 
5.  Wangari Muta Maathai won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004.  Find the official Nobel Prize site and look under “Peace” to find Maathai’s Nobel acceptance speech.  Jump down to the paragraph beginning “In 1977” -- why did she start the Green Belt movement? 
6.  Check out the Warrick Dunn Foundation at http://www.warrickdunnfoundation.org/    What is the primary purpose of the foundation?  How many people has the foundation helped? 

7.  Some global statistics.  Go to http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm for a list of women in congress or parliaments worldwide. Which five countries have the best representation of women in the “single or lower house”? 
Where does the U.S. rank?

Nose around the site; is this a reliable site?  Why?
8.  Find the “Womens Sports Foundation” and browse the summary of their report “Her Life Depends on it” about girls and women athletes.  What are three findings about the effects of athletic participation for girls and women: 
9.  Internet History!  The Internet Wayback Machine at http://www.archive.org/web/web.php  
The “Wayback machine” is a resource that records the history of every page on the web.  Use the Wayback machine to find the earliest webpage archived for San Jose State University. Who was the president of the university at that time? 

10. Extra credit:  The Wayback Machine also lets you compare current versions of pages against older versions.  
Go to  the U.S. Department of Labor Women’s Bureau at http://www.dol.gov/wb/ and click on “Publications” under the Resources & Info heading.   
Now open a new browser window—arrange both windows on your screen.  In that second browser, go to the Wayback machine and enter this address for the earlier Publications page:   http://www.dol.gov/dol/wb/public/wb_pubs/main.htm.  Now click on the earliest versions of this page (try several).  Usually, updates include more and better information.  Is that true here?  What differences do you see in the type of statistics offered?  What kinds of information are included/excluded? 

