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           Chapter 11

Judges, Prosecutors and other Performers …

I.

Judges 

a.
The roles and responsibilities

· arbiters 

· administrators

b.
The functions and roles

· trial 

· appellate level

c.
Judges are either appointed or elected. In the federal system they are appointed ‘during good behavior”—for life.

II.

Prosecutors

a.
The prosecutor is the chief law enforcement authority of a community

b.
The functions of the prosecutor include enforcing the law, representing the government in matters of law, and representing the government and the people in matters of legislation and criminal justice reform.

c. Prosecutorial discretion:

(
the decision to prosecute

· the discretion in numbers of charges to bring, number of counts to charge

 (
 nolle prosequi

(
plea bargaining

d.
Plea bargaining 

· Advantages to the state

· Advantages to the defendant

(

Brady  v. United States
III.

Defense Attorneys

a. The defense attorney is the advocate for the accused.

b. Functions of the defense counsel

· represent the accused after arrest and during interrogation

· preparing defense for the accused, including reviewing police reports, investigating details of the case, discussing case with prosecution

· filing motions

· preparing, filing and arguing the case for trial (includes jury selection, representing accused at trial, at sentencing hearing)

· filing appeal, if appropriate, and presenting written and oral argument at appeal

c.
Counsel for indigent offenders

· voluntary defender programs

· assigned counsel system

· public defenders

· contract systems

IV.

Other Members of the Courtroom Work Group

a.
bailiffs or sheriffs

b.
the court clerk

c.
court reporters and stenographers

d.
witnesses

e.
coroners and medical examiners
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