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" water-work, and that great part
i of pur ancient houfes in the city
« of London were built with it, and
« yHat it does well for table and other
« furniture.”

As a candid quoter of Fvelyn,
however, 1 admit that le [ays, in
anhother place, that he ¢ cannot ce-
¢ lebrate thrs trce for its incerity 3
« jt being found (contrary (o oak)
w« it will make a fair fhow owtward-
“ly, when it is all - decayed and
o yotten within; but that this is in
% fome fort rccompcu[cd,' for the
« peams have the propeny of being
e fomewhat brittle, of “erackling,
@ apd giving warnin of danger.” .

1o account for this drawback in
Mr. Evelyn's Bpiniop. it will ‘be

yoper to obferve, that this certainly
3s the cale with old chefnut, that has
been fuflered to ftand beyond the
time of its attaining its full growth:
it is then the worft of oil timber,
being more brittle and more apt 1o
crack, and fly into (plinters’ thin
any other: but 1 have never known
this to be the cafle with young '¢hef:
nut; and therefore, in %u:m of eeco-
nomy, it fhould never be fuffered 10
ftand longer than the points of e
branches, and -the complexion of
the bark, indicate it to be in a grows:
ing or healthy {tate; which 1s "not
very difficult to afcertain, by a per-
fon accuflomed to make oblerva-
tions upon.timbcr. And it is this
very circumflance, when properly
attended to, that makes this timber

more pmﬁtah\: than moft others;
for it is fo early ufelul, that if it

Oxn THE CULTIVATION or
BY SAMUKL

From the Same.

Readily comply with.the wifh of
the Society, that 1 would inforin

then of the quantity and valuz of

» In the ninth volume of thefe
given by Samuel Dunn,

and the Socicty having this year received the above acco

On the Ufes and Value of ‘Chefmut Trees.

be cut when it [quares only fig*
inches, it will be as durable as it
oak of fix times its fize and ape]
“This isin a great meafure Jccounﬁ
for, by its ‘having fo little fap i
proportior to bthet trees, as it wi
cldom exceed i  thicknefs 1
breadth of the bark ; whereas the
fap of an ook will often be from ah
inch 'to two inches thick, which'i*
not only ufelefs, but, if fuffered 10
remain, tends very much to the d&
ftruftion of the timber: i other’
refpeéts, the duration of the chefs
nut may be accounted for, from'iﬁ; :
bein lefs affefted by worms orins
fefts, than other timber; otherwife
it would be impoflible that fack
roofs as King’s College, Cambridgé;
built in the reign of Henry'¥&-
wilh chefnut, and many oll
equally ancient ‘buildings, Trould
have lafied fo long, and be il i1
a perfe& fate, as'many of them e
Therefore, like Mr. Maj'cn&ie;'l
carncitly wifh to Tee the cultare'of
this ‘mo t valuable plant, extet
over cveiy pirt of the kingdot, 84
it mult prove highly beneficial 10
the public. hy
But let no one be afraid of tate
ting it 0o youngs; for, let this1re
be ever fo fmall, if it jg large en :
for the purpofe for which it
wanted, it-will be the lefs liable'th
decay, from its youth; and, § ide
derwood be the objeét, the foy
in beech countries, will L!‘
verified, “ Cut wood and h\!
wood.” . i P
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LAND wirs POTATOES.S i/

DUNN, ESQ.
0
A
the wheat which grew upon &M
acre and a half of land that

with potatocs in the {pring of.‘a

Tranfullions, page 38 1o 44 is infmehd.‘r‘
Efq. of an experiment made ofl ORC acte and a

from' Mr. Dunn,_

which was cultivated by him with potatoes, inftead of#og under a fummer

adyantages refulting from that practice; the fiver medalivas voted to him fof

munications,

inftead of havin
10 kjll weeds mg quick grafs, as I
had been advifed to do; and which
wheat was fown on that fame land
from whenee the tatoes were
faken in the month of O&wober fol-
Jowing, with only one ploughing,
and no frefh manure. )

. The account will, I doubt not,
be very pleafing to the Society, as
well becaufe of its extraordinary
value, as that it will further prove
how beneficial the growth of potz-
toes is, and-the eaflicft and moKﬂad.
vintageous way of bringing land
intp order, when filled with noxious
weeds, as mine was.

The wheat has been all threfhed
our, and meafured under my own
infpelion, and produced eight
quarters and a half of clean corn.

. . sd.
$ix quarters, fold for feed, £
at 445, — 13 40
Two quarters and a haif
more, not fold, 14 bufhels
of which we kept for our
- own feed (the price of
wheat is fallen): there-
«  fore fay, at 415,

Hinder ends from ditto, 2

bafhels, at 3s.

Smwfromditto, 16 threave,

at 15, 6d.

Short firaw from do. worth

526

obo

050
¢ ; 201 6
“Expences attending the growth of the
wheat, &¢.

£ s d.

Ho:‘}hin an acre and a
f _fo land = -0 5 3

On’tbe Cultivation of Land with Potatoes.

2 fummer fallow
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£ 15,
1
o]
[+]

‘P:aid for feed w
Sowing and harrowi
chdiflg &
A boy to guard the wheat

from the birds, go days,

at 4d. — 0 18
Reaping the corn, bein

very thick grown an

{trong corn, two men,

two days, at 25, — —
Waggons, horfes,and men,

to bring it home —
Threfhing 15 days in har-

vefl time, at 2s5.
Dreffing the corn  ——
Rent for one year, at 20s.

er acre, being the moft

1t has been let for, tho'

worth more - —-— 116 0
Taxes'on ditto, about — o 3 10

Total - 6 7 g

This fum, dedufted from t
value as above, leaves 13/, ?::tD;;l
clear profit, the rent and uxc; bc:
m% acco;: n;:d for.

mu leave further -
fcr\fc to the Society, that thit: :‘:-
periment of mine, made in fome
degree under their’ fanftion, will
appear to have completely anfwercd
tne end propofed : the land is freed
from the weeds and the quick grafs,
with which it was over-run; the
owner of it is very much benefited
in point of profit; and the com:try,'
farmer convinced at leaft, if not in~
formed, that this method of tillage
may very prudently be pra&ifed int

future.

Ax ESSAY on dE-NIUS.

THE perception of relations,
which is all that is meant
by philofophy, isl of in&nite im-

in regulatin e heart
wad condulting the affairs of life.
Some truths are obvious, and can-
oot but be perceived, while others
are atte: with difficulties, which
n rveimre; the utmoft efforts of the

| 755, 9 '

underftanding to remove, Relas
tions _are not always immediately
perceivable, even where there is a
perception of the objefts; but argu-
mentation and long and tedious
deduftions ar¢ fometimes neceflary,
Many truths were unknown to the
ancients with which the moderns

are thoroughly acquainted, and by
gl the




~
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the ingenuity of the human mind,’
difcoveries are (till made, and new
relations and conneétions will be
continaally opening upsn us, till
the, courfe of nature Thall be ex-
haufted. How thefe dilcoveries
are made, and what it is in the
mind, which perceives them, and
how that fomiething, which is com-
monly called genius, is affeted by
external circumftances, is the fub-
jett of the prefent-enquiry.

It is the oblervation of a judicious
author, * that oratory has nothing
to do with the difcovery of truth."”
In a difquifition, thergfore, of this
kind, we muft entreat your im-
dulgence, though we fhall not amule
you with the flowers of rhetoric,
or folicit your attentions by the
delicacy and harmony of language.

In order to difcufls this lubjedt,
we mult examine a little the nature
of the mind and the origin of our
ideas, When we fpeak of the
mind, ] mean that which perceives
and chooles, and- not that which
. has, as fome exprefs it, a power,
capacily, or principle of altion
which 1t never exercifes. For a
power, which is never exerted, is
an incomprehen(ible power.

Nothing can be the immediate
objeft of the mind but ideas. By
idcas we mean nothing but per-
ceptions; and thefe perceptions are
always clear and diftinft, 1n a com-
pound ratio, of the fimplicity of
the relations, and the aptnefs of the
{;crceptivc organs to communicate

he impreflions of external ob-
jefts. The origin, therefore, of all
our ideas muft be from without.

But here, perhaps, it may be
faid. that {ome of our ideas are
obtained by refleflion. We grant
it—but what ismeant by reflehion?
It doubtlels means a perception of
the agreement or di(]:grecmcm of
ideas, which are already in the
mind ; and it is needlels to oblerve
that the relation between two ideas
cannot be perceived, before the
idcas themflelves are obrained.
Hence we may fafely conclude,

-

‘that fenfation is the primary. me:

dium, by which we obtain our
idcas, ¢

All knowledge confifts in dif
covering the relations of thefe ideasy
and the particular objefls whicharg
at firlt prefented 1o the mind haves
powerful influence in direfting ity
thedifcovery of particular relations,
And as genius, in general, confifls
in a perception of relations, 2
facilitv in dilcovering thole of a
diftinét branch is that which cof.
ftitutes a particular genius,

There is a great variety in nations,
and in indivigduals, for ywhich
haps a few obfervations will be
fufficient ‘to account. For upon
examination we fhall find it

.abundantly evident, .that it

not depend upon any original des
fe&t, or upon any difference in the
contexture, or qualitics of the min&
Much lefs than men in general are
willing to allow, fhould in this in-
ftance, be attributed 1o the energy
of nature, We nced only advert

to the effcls of climate, laws, man- -

ners, and religions, to obtain a
fatisfaory account of all the varie-
tics of national genius. i

In almoft every country there is
a particular turn of thought whick
is charafteriftic, and is called the

revailing. genius of the nation;

hus we find all the varicties
among nations, that are to be found
amongh individuals of the fame
nation. In accounting for this
variety, fomething it muft be allow.
ed, depends upon-the conftitution

of the body. lo cold countriet -

it is obferved by naturalifts, that
the body acquires a greater degree
of Airmnefs-and vigour, than in the
warmer climates. The fibres are
contrafted by the cold, and-thedeé
derive an additional elafticity and
force. THis might afford us a clue,
which, if we had time to
would lead us to the difcoveryof
many important my(leries in' the
fyltem of intelle&ual naturei ' The
hody is always-more or lefs affefed
by the exercifés of the mind,- This
e k)
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js apparent, from the effefts of
fludy upon flender and delicate
conflitutions; for it is not the im-
material, but the material part, that
i worn out and rclaxed by atten-
,fions, Here then is the true caufe
of the fuperior courage, ftability,
and perfeverance of the northern
aations, and, in a great degree of
their improvements in philnl'or_ty
md the arts of government. The
conflitution of the body, as it is
aficfted by the climate, is not, how-
ever, the only, nor perhaps the
prin:ip:l caufe of the diverfity of
pitional genius, There is {uch a
conneltion between the mechanic
and the liberal arts, that they always
go hand in hand in their improve-
ment; And though they may in
fome meafure be mutual afliftants,
the latter, efpecially in the carly
of foctety, fhould be con-
fidered rather as the confiﬂucnce
of the Tormer. We can hardly ex-
ﬁ‘to find a knowledge of the
iences, and any confiderable im-
provements in the art of govern-
menf, where-there is not a know-
ledge of agriculture and the ufcful
ants, - Nor can the ufeful arts ob-
#in"any tolerable degree of per-
fetion, and not at the fame time
efle® a revolution in the genius
and difpofition of the mind.
‘The invention'of :Irﬂ:fu-l urts-‘ii
owing 'to neceffity. In warm ¢ V-
mates the means 2'!' fubfiftence arc
aflly obtainéd; ‘the foil is fartile,
11id the (pontaneous produftions of
the carth: are’ ricarly fufficient te
fipport its inhabitants, They have
litth or no need of clething and
mbitations, the invention and pro-
auring of which ‘employ much of
the artention of ‘the northern na-
tons, The fpur to induftry is
therefore wanting, and habitual .in-
dalence is the effe of conitant
plenty.  Thus in warm and fertile
countries ‘the mind contralls a
erficial. and curfory habit of
thinking; and fpends that time,
which it knaws not how otherwile
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to employ, in tic raptures, and
the illufions and dreams of faney.

In colder and lefs fertile éoun-
tries, the mind, in order to procure
the nceeflaries and conveniences of
life, is early engaged in the inven-
tion of arts, and the body inured
to labour. Lands mult be culii-
vated—houfes muft be built—cloth-
ing, and utenflils muft be fabri-
cated; thele require the continual
attention, and excite the inventive
powers of the inhabitants, From
an early habit of indufiry, exercife
ceafes to be a toil, and the intenfe
application of the mind becomes
a pleafing and neceffary employ-
ment. For when once the mind
has acquired a habit of application,
it will not eafily be fatiu%ed with a
fuperficiel wandering from objet to
objeft—it lofes that verfatility which
accompanies indolence, and ac-
quires a capacity of invtliguing
every fubjet, with which its intere
is at all connefted, And where
ever the foil of the country is not
fo barren as to require the im-
mediate and continual attention of
all its inhabitants, the intervals will
be fpent in the invention of arts—
in facilitating labour—and in re-
gulating the affairs of fociety. - Per-

lexities and difficulties arile in
ocieties in proportion to the ad-
vancement of agriculture. A divi-
fion of property ‘enfues—quarrcls
and difputes arife, which require
the decifions of prudence—and at
length the important difcovery is
made, that the intereft of each
individual is intimately connefled
with the fecurity and unanimity of
the whole lociety. In this train of
improvement man-is led to the
difcovery of Philo[nphy and palitics,
which flountfh only in -cultivated
countries,

It may alfo be Mzwcd, that
from this habit of” attention their
fenfations refpe&k a lels variety of
general objetls; and their percep.
tions, cfpecially of fenhble ideas,
are accompanied_with lefs con-

gla fiderable




436

fiderable degrees of pleafure and
pain. As their pleafuresand pains
are lefs acute, they can atiend
fonger to the famo ideas, examing
them on every fide, and difcover
their moft remote and obfcure
relations. For thelc reafons civi-
lization and the improvement of-
the mind have been chiefly con-
fined within the boundaries of the
femperate climates.

In countries, where little or no
cultivation of land is necefary, and

in others, where the produ&: is not*

fufficient to rcFay the expence;
there is no divil

policy fuch, as requires the - lealt
pofible excrtion of the mental
faculties. This, withoat anv re-
jourco to a native defeét of the
under ltanding, is [uificient to ac-
count for the {tupidity, and favage
fate of the inhabitants of Africa.—
Acd, from the uniformity of caufes
and effefls, as it ever bas, {o we
have: every reafon 1o belieye, that
it ever will debar them from the
knowledge of aris and the con-
veniencics of civilizauon, ’
" Shauld Egypt or the States of
Barbary be produced as-an ¢xccp-
fion’; my .anfwer is ready. Their
fubhiltence depends upon exescile
and labour. The regulation of the
Nile was formerly an objcét 6f .the
higheit attentiod, and by em ying
the invention of the inhabitants,
produccd the fame effcéts upon thg
mind, as the common method of
cultivation in the {outhern parts of
Europe and Afia,  For this reafon
rhaps, sather than on account of
its fruéliferous qualities, the Nile
obtained divine honours from the
Egyptians; and with as much Ero-
pricly as Ceres, Hermes, or Bac-
chus, did from their Grecian vota-
ries,© The (mall degree of civiliza-
tion, which has at any ume obtained
among the Siates o Barbary, may
juftly be attributed to their ex-
traftion, their proximity to the
ocean, and a neceflity of obtaining
.3 part of their lubfiflence from

on of property—«
their laws are few, and their civit)
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that dangerous and troublelomg
clement. :

The Rerility of the molk northem,
regions, produces the fame effefly

‘with refpe& 10 civilization as the

too great fertility of the (outh,
Nothing or very little, can beob,
tained ff®m the foil; fithing i
hugting afford the only means
a {ubﬁﬁcncc. The inhabiuuuu"
therefore, deftitute of propertyem
hauve leifure to, attend 10 nathis
but the implements of their ocoupa.
tions—and by their .utmolt cfipna
are [carcely able to [upply the pys
fent neccilities of nature. $
we find it is the united telti ’
reafon and experience, that mugh,
very much is gpfcfeﬂcd by habits, g,
calivned by the climate and.the
nature of the foil. e
‘The influence of laws, religion,
and manners, in afliling op.ae
tarding the progrefs of knowledge
is very extenfive; but ub‘lho[eug
allo greatly affeéted by the climsie,
1 ﬂlagll onIJ;r remark, that tholelawsy
which afford the greatef} [mml
that religion which is the mof
nevolent; and thofe manners, wh
arc the moft open and ingenusus
are the belt adapted to imploye g
mind and form a regularand hagpp
genius, =
Having accaunted, upop genal
principles, for the variety ofpe-

ew remarks upoa that pL, )
dualln-l‘p‘alinns,mhh,mf:#._ :
whole: globe, aze - as-ndi
with refpet 10 2 natiop ;#nd thy
fame caufes which Eﬂa_ducp-
tional differerice, .. have,. likewl
their effc8s upon indiyidualsy, B
as tha effefls arc more -
and Aimited, fo are likewile:
caules for even a defatt.in the,
fitive, organs, which may, be
cafioned 1n a viriety of way

by the operation of maturey
carcle@nels of others, or bya gk
fon's own milconduél, mag.&e
prive him of a particular
perceptions; and of the ideas,

are not Pcrcciv:d, he cannot

Folls

"ang [

An Effay on Genius.

¢aver the relations. This bowever,
is ot a defeét in the mind, but in
the arrangement of the organic par-
gicles, Hence it follows, that
originally each individual may not
only be cupable of equal imiprove-
ments, bat may be capable of fuc-
ceeding equally in the dilcovery of
all kinds of relations. And that
fome excel in one branch and fome
jnanother may doubtlels be imputed
lo particular imprelfions and habits.
The dilcovery of truth afiords a
p!ur.ﬂ pl:afulc to the mind; and

. whatever ideas arc at firft prefented,

and whatever relations are at firlt

difcovered, have a natural effelt

in prepofleffing the mind in favour
of fuch difcoveries. For fo much
depends upon the ideas, with which
we are at firlt acquainted, that in
this way a genius, or an aptnefs 1o
difcover a particular kind of rela-
tions, may cafily be formed.

We can cafily conéeive of a poet
or a philofopher; a mathematician
ora painter, wholfe particular genius
is owing to no other caufe than the

ave mentioned. In fome
’Egan;es, we know, that it is in
the cale, and in others it may

be equally true, though not [o eafily,
|, The foyl is ap a&tive principle,
and is ever ready to.seceive um-

peeffions through, the medipm of

thgfenfles, Per

ciflern of water., Water is a fluid
that prefies equally in.every direc-,
tign 7. and though 1t prefles cqually
op.gvery fide of the ciftern, it can-
oot be faid, that it tepds 1o any one
point-in particular.. W heaever a
ES)&:: is opened, through which
byt a fmall part,of .the Buid can
efcape, every particle in the ciftern
ssimmediately dirctted towards that
point; and the Jonger ‘the water
continues to flow out in that direc-
tion, 4he more force will be col-
lefted; till it becomes as great as the
Huamity and fituation of the_ fluid
afe ¢apable of producing, Thus it

@ with the mind, The force of a

ps -it-will pot be -
amils'ta compare. it fo a pool or’

r
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fingle perception may turn it into &
Fzrticular direttion.  And by pur-
uing a particular train of relations,
the mind flows on in the dilcove
of fuch relations, with as much eal
and rapidity, as a flicam in a char-
nel to which it has been long ac-
cultomed.

Other caufes, befides thole which
we have mentioned, may have
their weight; but, in general, all
the diverfity of genius mult be
alcribed to carly impreffions, habits,
and exercifes. Geniufes are not
original, but acquired ; and all that
is meant by an original genius is
only an acquired habit of thinking,
which is a litle removed from the
common road. Thus every perfon,
with the afliftance of thofe about
him, may be confidered as the author
of his own genius. 1f what has
been advanced be falle, let it be re-
{&cd; for truth js the diadem of

caven ; and whatever is eftablifhed
upon the immoveable bafis of ex-

crignce, however it may differ
rom thofe {yflems which are ¢om-
mon, ought ever 1o meet with a
cordial acceptance, What but an
attachment to {yltems, and a deep
rooted prejudice, that therg is a
original difference in the minds ©
men, has hindered thoufands from
ufing their advantages and adven-
Iw‘mg in the paths of [cience?
What but this has deprived onc
balf, and perhaps the beter half; of
our {pecies of the weans of kpow-
ledge? They are carly habituated ,
to, think, that this is an at{ajnment
beyond the extent of their abilities.
This is an infufferable barrier, and
fufficient to account for-the cffefl.
But there is nothing in nature,
which fays to any individual, ** here
fhall be the limits of thy improve-
ment.” And may we not flatter
ourfelves, that the time will come,
when thele prejudices fhall be re-
moved —when we fhall all be united
in advancing the common interefts
of knowledge and hagpinefsl This
may be confidered by fome as a
chimgrical expeflation; but it is
’ o founded
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founded upon the prefent flattering
appearance of thecivilized world,.—
And whoever fhall contribute to
the eftablithment of fuch a revolu-
tion, a revolution produétive of the

Or Tz ANTIQUITI
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moft falutary effefls in the intellees
tnal fyftem, will be more defervin
than thofe who have con
nations and laid the foundaton of
cmp res.

ES wnean NAPLES,

BY CAPT, SUTHERLAND,

X TE loft notime in fecing the
wonders of this extraordinary
country, Our firlt objeft was 1o
follow ZEneas 10 the Cumin fhore ;
and on our way thither, it was but
jult o pay our oblations at Virgil's
1omb. ‘This celebrated monument
is clofe to the top of the grotto of
Paufilippe, on the left of the ealtern.
entrance. The infide s a fqupare of
twelve feet, with three nichles for

urns pn the eaft and weft fides, two”
niches and a door, through which
ou enter, on the fouth, and thes

me on the north. The roof is
arched, and about nine feel high.
The outhide was ofiginally oftago-
nal: but, the angles ‘being worn
away, it is now circulir, and, at z
diftance, looks like the remains of a
fmall tower. The materials are of
the common ksnd, and 1 did not ob-

rve any marble near it, except two
modern inferiptions.

Formerly, the tomb was furround-
ed with: laurels, but as every idle
vifitor took a leaf, there is not a
fprig left. We could not help ex-
clamming againft fuch facrilege; but
our-icerone endeavoured to com-
fort us, by faying that the Marquis
Salgitro had ordered a new {et to be

planted,
The 1o of Paufilippe is at the
wetht end of the fuburbs of Naples.

It is a public road cut through the
mountain, near half a mile in length,
and wide enough for two carriages
to drive abreafl.  Its height is very
srregular, in fome parts eighty feet,
and at others only five-and-twenty.
* In the day-time. you may fec lrom
one end to the other, by the help of
two large apertures, cut diagonally
from the center of the grotio to the

“beautiful

‘ furface of the mount ; but, at

night,

we were ohliged to ule lortﬁ
which, when any number of vehis
cles are driving togcther, have a moff
gcét. The bottom, like:
all Naples, is paved with [quare
picced of lava. Its exaft date hay ' |
not been afcertained. The common
people infift that it was done by en¥
chantment; as a proof of which they
alledge, that no ftones were found
near the entranice. 1t would be o
no pur]wrc to tell them, that lh*_:
‘who perforated the mount, very pa
turally made ufe of the flone in
building the town. "

But after all, the difhculty in aé
complifhing this paflfage was by'ny
fneans {o great as one would at firff -
imagine; for the ftone is fo foft,
that until it has been for fome time
expoled to the air, you may crumbls:
it to duft. Neither, in my dpinjony’
i this celcbrated 'excavationr equal
to the batterics, maguinu,-md com
munications, ‘formed in the
rock of Gibraltar by Mr. Inch;'u
der the direftion of Generat Ehtly
and continued -with-aRonifhing i
cefs by Major General O'Hara,

Afer a‘h'mg the grottd, we drbve
to Puzzoli. ‘Théread il'mfmf
pleafant, great part'of it i lil':

‘tween groves of ars, ‘plan

ular order, to folsin thevﬁ
in thedlyle of our hép-gardens. y
vines: are' loaded with gl‘lpﬁ,“ﬂk"
encircling the trees, form a variey
of beautiful feftoons from oneifed)
to another, in évery-dircftion. ‘The
ground beneath is cither co
with grals, or lajd out for corm, < *'*.

Turning a little out of the Way W&
the right, we came to Lago D*Ag-"
nanp, formerly a vol¢ano, now & .

“
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gomantic, beautiful lake. Clofe to
it, is a l’illli: cave called Grotto del

_ Cane, from a vapour that rifes in it
-fo obnoxidus to dogs, that it kills
them in a fcw minutes ; and doubt-
ks it would have the fame cffett on
man, or on any other animal, whdle
head was held near the ground.

Between Lago D'Agnano and
Puzzoli, on the fide of another ex-
u'nguil'hcd volcano, called the Sol-
faterra, we faw the Pifcatelli, or boil-
ing (prings, ‘of whole wpnderful cf-
kg, in turning lava and pumice
flone into clay and into foil, 1 had,
the fame evening, the farisfattion of
bearing a philofophical account from
Sir William Hamilton, with which
" be has already favoured the public.

We hired a boat at Puzzoli; and,
after rowing about two milcs acrols
part of the celebrated Bay of Baia,
with Virgil in my pocket, landed
clofe to the Lucrine Lake, at the
foot of Monte Nuovo. This moun-
-tain, which is feveral hundred yards
in height, and above a mile in cir-
cumference, was thrown up by the
Lucrine Lake in a violent earth-
E::c in the year 1538. However

ge this may appear, fuch phz-
pomena are by no m uncommon
in [aly, ¢ lake was of courfe
much seduced by this eruption, and
now only covers three or four acres.
It is about ten yards from the fea,
atd has a fluice to communicate
with it ’

After a thort walk in a plealant
vincyard, we entered the Sibyl's
Cave, a road cut through a moun-
win in the Ryle of the grotto of
Paufilippe, but on a {maller fcale.
The ge from the cave to her

After delcending ten or
twelve yards, we came 1o her baths,
four fmall chambers with water ftill
in them. We were carried throngh
on men’s backs, with candles in our.
hands, and alcending a little on the
oppofite fide, came to the door of
her palace ; but it was fo choaked
:xh with rubbifh, that we were
iged o return without finding
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palace .is .only wide enough for one

439
an entrance; and pafling through
her cave and awiﬁl {hrubbery on

the weft.of it, we arrived at lake
Avernus, and on the oppohite banks,
faw the grove where /Eneas was 10
find the golden bough.

The lake feems to have loft the
noxious qualities which Virgil al-
cribed to 1t; but this, I imagine, is
owing to moflt of the high trecs,
with which it was clofely fzrro‘.uid-
ed, being cut down, and little but
brufhwood left. The temple is at a
{mall diftance on the right of the
lake; we wifhed to go to it, but our
Cicerone perfuaded us that it would
be better to delay feeing that and
the entrance into hell, until we hac.
been at Cuma, .

We therefore repafled the Sibyl’s
Cave, and returning to the Lucrine
Lake, again embarked, and pro-
ceeded along the fhore to the foot
of Nero's palace, where the fand
under. the Feaw;tc; is fo hot, that
we could fcarcely touch it :—The
effeft of fubterraneous fire.

The baths are above, Thefe are
feveral large chambers, divided into:
different apartments for the men
and women, with two [ubterranean
paffages leading to the water, which
unite at the diftance dof two hun-
dred yards from the {pring. Here
the heat is fo exceflive and infup.
portable, that it is fuppoled no longer
neceffary to continue the f{eparate
paffages, fince even fhould perfons
of different fexes advance thus far,
there is no danger of their being no-
ticed by each other, for to get
coft us great pain; and all our
clothes, in a few feconds, were wet
through with perfpiration.

Thus is what they call bathing, for -
nobody can bear the water. One'of
our guides, for a pecuniary reward,
biought a little in a bucket, and
boiled fome eggs in it, which were
afterwards ferved at our table in a
fhady fpot on the adjoining claffic
%mund ; and we crowned this grate-
ul repalt with the health of a fa--
vourite fair, in a (miling bumper of
real Falernian, from the very vine-
yards



