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the punishmemt of othiers, he is himuyelf a daily violator of
thelaw, and his fam:ly :ave more than once been visited
by its penaltics.  Yet with all hia vices and:his error,
such is the power of eloguence, impudence, and the art
of lying in the country, of which heis an exelted subject,
that few individuals cennected with the government
are maore gladly received ot the palace, more respected
in the council, or more generally caressed by the noble
and fashionable classes of society. By the extent of his
influence he has elevated one of his nearest relatives to
the highest diguity of the church, and in consideration of
his accommodating conduct and secret services during the
progress of a certain investigation, has been promised a
handsome rectory to his son-in-law, and a pension for
Limself. If any character be more dangerous than ano-
ther to the worals, and the liberties of mankind, it is that
of a cool caleulating selfish being, who beneath the mask
of judicial virtue, gratilics his malignant and sensual pas-
sions without suspicion. In that character, therefore,
my dear T———n, I am about to appear, and as your
owi interest in concerned, I know you too well to sup-
pose that you will betray me,

_ BEELZEBUR.

THE, FAREWELLI.

LisBon ! farewell |
It is with joy wethinks

1 hasten from thy bigotry and: sthika.
Ungrate ul land, udieu !

Whate'er the ...rnzﬂ...-
As o’er the world 1 range,
T ue'cr can meet 89, wmeun, so vile o crew, -
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But that thy slothful natien, ' IR
Neglect the prize— : S e
.. It barren Jies, m -
. For want of jndustry and cultivation, L
v A Sacred religion is a trade ; S g
Your laws you esaily 2&@- S
As both are sold, . S
For weight of gold, -
By bulls and absolution given; T
The veriest thief, L
Cun have relief, . : R
And murderers can vE.ar&o heaven, -~ +
Tho' one B_m_.»om.m_.s_i sum _..2.;. O
You've no convegience ro_.. comfort;” i
b_:n as for ease Jk
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1 thus increase 1e S

Thy men are curst S

With pride and Toet; ' T

Thy women'fr—-zy, r R

Filthy, lousy ; “ o

Al sunk in sin and vile nLSE_iEQ o

. Blow ! braezes, bldw! m . b

Quick Jet me go; . L, .

1 wou'd wot leave Ew tarense i »_.&553? ,
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It has been the general bo_:v_ui of gw%m%punmmm
fame, who have flourished since the time of Johugon,
that the fervor of original genius is equally _.o_:.n-uo.— by
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412 Literary prejudice.

the terrors of malignant and of impartial criticism ; that
the freedoin. of opinion, and the acuteness of intellect,
exhibited in the writings of that celebrated man, have
not only rendered a conformity to his decision on points
of taste indispensable to the successful reception of the
literary aspirant, but have communicaled a tone of deci-
sion, and a weight of influence to the periodical reviews
highly inimical to the interests of learning ‘oud of poetry.
The mediocrity of Hayley was attributed to the congeal-
ing influence of the literary atmosphere in which he was
bound to move ; and the sluggish monotony of his verse,
was ascribed to that timidity, which, afraid of criticism,
ia content to abaadon the highest praise in the hope of
escaping the humblest censure.

The fallacy of these conclusions, so conyeuient to the
sons of dullness and mediocrity, has been too strikingly
exemplificd in the splendid efforts of our celebrated con-
temporaries (o leave us any reason to believe that criti-
cisin, under any form, can destroy the shoots, or repress
the luxuriance of original genius. It is only the sbortive
graft, or the sapless trunk, that withers in the ardent
sun, and sbrinks before the invigorating brgeze. The
pative flowers of Parnassus will flourish on their parent
bill, amidst the ruins of empives and the storms of time ;
but the deciduous productions that ignorgnce or pre-
sutnption bas transplanted to a sacred and uncongenial
sotl, no culture can improve, no skill invigorate, _

Tha prejudices of the public mind, aud the practice of
our most celebrated poets, are equally, inimical to the
triumph of legitimate criticism. Extravagance in the
vain pursuit of mere originality, is the character of our
popular writers, and the chief attraction to the great
majority of readers. The multitude of literary amateurs
is too proud to be instructed, apd they despise the in-
vestigations of those whom they are pleased to denomi-
nate metaphysical writers.  According to them therg is
oo utility in critical ioatructions, for eyery reader is able
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Inftuence of Johuson'scarritings.

b heshouid venture to deny that theéound is
iho to the seuse, and should suppose it possi
@t genius may sometunes produce an inhar-
g2, or co@mit an unworthy action. Had the
i, biograptiers, und critics of our English posts,
Liscriminate in their praise, and .Jess partial in
ves, the task of Jalinson would have beenwore
wre popular. |
it of blind and outrageous eulogy which Mr,
rdently admires, and which he has so labori-
dlilied, bas had no other influence than that
.our national biograpby and criticism to a
1on of epitaphs which display every quality
it its power of attraction. . . .
¢ time of Johnson, the biography and criticism
nation were little more than a repelition of
& aud culogics: every perse-man was divine,
rose-man learned.  Hisfoibles were converted
,and ls greater iniquities totally donocealed,
represented. A reader, who should estimate
- intellectual character of the litgrary worthies
hed at the commencement of the A7th cen-
ese undiscriminating praises, would suppose
¢ been exempted from every human failing,
: altaived the climax of literary excellence,
iod, the reputation of a wit was a sufficient
uvery extravagance ol folly end licenitiousngss ;
lulgence, which was granted 1o themselves by
nporarivs, the critjcs of. the times, were not
» allow their predecessors.. Liteyature was
afession of a kw: its members were person.
timately acquainted with each other, aud
od jualousy equally cewspired o teuder their
ourse 4 scege of ollicious adulatjon, and. reci-
‘imeot. A poet was praised by his friend
ght prove his allaclument, and by his rival
bt display his generopity. . Fhe pelty wai-
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fare of thesinferior retainers of ‘literaterc, iadi:no’ othor
effect than to unite their superiory  inseloser coalition s
provoke their friends to more exapgerated praise; und o'
give & vain of an ostentatious witer a 'plausible oppor
sdnity-of mentioning himself, ‘The' press . grovmedr bie
fieath a perpetual lond of cotuplimentury-episticdysoms
mendatory stanzas were a necessary accolnpuniment st
noem that aspired at popularity ;| every statesmbn were
poet, and every countey.gentlenman who' ould ‘give 4
good dinner, and write a coligratulutory episti®, " fudfi
bf letters. . L e 2w
Even after the gradations of literary .-.m._s_oevwm_:gmm
more impartially regulated, the same blindnews of i
ration for our established writets wis wyuallf-oHERINESTE
When criticism Began tonssume o hranlied éntFtiavaiiie
of its severity was chiefly felt byt c_ﬁ&, wﬁ%ﬁ.
Walsh was st.1l learned, and Grany(lié folite/+ PEORWES
2 mode] of gentlemanly: ¢ose, obid vace ROF
more celebrated men every efrority
defornity o heauty. Lycidas wikia¥hoe; :
tenderness and simphicity, and Siiths tH BN 4
and Hyppolitus, the noblest production ¢f Hw %@M%&
Such way the state of Boglish:oritigism iand Biggraph
when Johnson- first commenced g literary tareed, ‘il
though, in the course of a fong life, e had, partly by hié
own exerfions, and partly by the influence of tis ‘exhiia
ple, communirated to our n..:._.nmﬂl_ an‘energy’ zsmw_gaﬁk
pendence which it had not possessed bufore, yet he found
jn the decline of age, that much pemained-to-be doné
towarda exploding the collective fables wud absurditid
of a century, He was well acquaitited with 'tkie diffieuli
ties of the task thot he had vodertaken, nnd he knew
that to perform it wvh ultivaate honor lo imaelf, - or ddid-
vautage to the public, it would be ncoessary %o risk thé
temporary displeasure of the partial and the prejudicedy
He was willing to incur, o even' to dederve: the censutd
of uarelenting severity, rather than ta suffer the suthovity
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416 Advantages of eriticism.

of & telebrated mame, to give lustre to dullriess, ordig.
mity to vice. - It was he who first taught us the fallacy of
those sophisms by which preceding biographers hed
been accustomed to palliate the moral transgressions, or
delend the literary characters of their heroes. To elicit
the true character of a writer from his owu representa.
tion of himself, or the encomiums of his friends, was &
task, however invidious, which the acquiescence of the
world in pictures so delusive had rendered necessary ;-and
we ought not 1o be angry, though we have some redson
to be surprized, ‘that the portiait appears less brilliant
when deprived of its varnish. These observations are ap-
plicable to the sentiments of one of his opponents and
traducers, who asserts, that the *“ Lives of the Poets
came out at a time very inauspicious tothe fate of lan-
guishing literature, when manly knowledge and taste
were not much cuitivated amongst us.” If this be true,
the criticisms of Johuson are the more to be admired for
their spirit and independence ; if false {as we believe it to
be,) it only evinces that Mr. Hayley reasons bedly from
uncertain data.

€)ur seaders may collect from the preceding o_ungm.
tions that rigid impartiality will be the leading charac-
teristic of ocur strictures, and in making this declaration
we are well aware that we voluntarily incur the charge
of invidious scverity. T'o cvade that accusation, if we,
houestly discharge our critical duty, would be im vamm_go. :
Neither insensible, to the loftier feelings inspired by the
productions of the highest genius, nor unaticcted by the
pathos of the less ambitious but more enchanting votaries
of Apollo, it is, we ate afrairl, too evident, that to speak
the truth of the great majority of recent efforts in tife de-
partment of poetry, is to mortify the vanity of their
authors, eud irritate their udmirers. If the mostsemi-
pentcontemporary poetsdisplay considerable power, their
faults and imperfections are still more prominent and
olscrvable:  [n-proportion to the splendor of thieir excel-

The case with Buonpparte.

leuce it is necessary ¥ ﬁ‘.aﬁ_m@wﬂm@m&ﬁﬁw
by which their Justre is dimmed; andy »ra:. <-_§ 57
m.oﬁ_.awm; “We wish not to be gevere, oc?o:@ aUXis.
ety is to be just. - g rad
. Wereany apology aac:mm for the ouszﬁm_-aaan o....v
critical investigation into the meritaof contemporary pas-
ets, it might be deduced from the singular partiality tovery
moderate versifiers, of a literary journal, which.irstat.:
tracted the notice of the public by the noEr..n-.Bsbn
unexampled talent, with reprehensible severity.. - . With,
in the.last five years it hes become; the enthusiastic:and:
indiscriminate eulogist of annual _.__@Em...o_.-. and ‘quarto
scribblers of blank verse. So powerful is.the _=n=oan,oe»
their Scottish prepossessions :that they gaze: ‘with @&ﬁg
on the affectation of Campbell, and preferthe ._9_._3_.%&?
forts of Scott and the Ettrick vwwv;ua.s_«o n.,.n%o
lime and beautiful productions' of janci g
poetry. To correct . this prapensity so;fs b
portunities and talents, .will. permit; u,,,.B £0
unhiassed, a rigid, and an mswpﬁi%ﬁg
tical pretensions of the capdidates: fori
to deliver our opinion, ratherthanyour
merits of those noﬁaaee.n:om w i
ledge, while we regret their imperfections; /s
of the present series of essays, of w E? @]
the sentiments will always.be open t¢ Euunmﬁwmgo_.?
of intelligent correspondents. ” R P
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