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3 Olferoations on the Modern Drama,

moming of the third day, we were ob-
liged to cut our cables and put to fea,
and never faw the Bay any more. In
eompany with our confort we arrived
at Canton river on the 16th of

tember, at the ufual rendezvous for
Yadia thips, about feven leagues below
the great city of Canron, and failed

from thence the 16th of December
following ; had a fine paffage to St, He:
lena, at which place we flayed thres
days to water our thip, from thence
made the beft of our way to London,
where we arrived, by the help of God,
May 8, 1789.
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SIR,

T is one character, and I think the
privilege of old age, to hate the
prefent times, and 1o complain of de-
generacy ; in this charatter I prefent
myfelf to you, and I hope you will fo
far indulge my foible as to allow a
fmall corner in your Mifcellany for my
complaint.

It is now above fixty years fince I
firft began to frequent the Bath waters,
and enjoy the falutary pleafures of this
famous place. I have drunk with
£uin, chatted with Nafh, and played
‘whilt with Chefterfield; I now find
wonderful changes, not wholly for the
better. I [hall confine my complaint,
at prefent, to one article. I have al-
ways been a warm admirer of our belt
dramatic “entertainments, and my ac-
quaintances have clteemed me as a
critick of fome note in that line. 1en-
tertain afixed opinion, that, in Eng-
Jand, trus dramatic genius moftly exiff
ed and expired in one age,—I1 mean
in the age of Shakefpeare, Johnfon,
Deaumont, and Fletcher ; this was a
prevailing opinion fince the Rehearfal
checked the miferable courfe of falfc
ruite, till of late years, whemthat ex-
ccllent fatire feems forgorten, and falfe
rafte again triumphs among our wri-
%ers and our auditors. In our trage-
dies, tuttian pafles for the fublime, and
in our comedies,—a fhange fort of
quaintoefs for wit and humour; our
plozs are improbable, our charadters arc
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not drawn from life, but from plays op

romances, and our fongs have no {enfe

atall. Shakefpeare’s cenfure of bad

dramatick writings in his time, is ap-

plicable to our modern drama—

¢ Extremely firain’d and conn'd with
cruel pain.”

Our writers compofe imvita Mi-
nerva, and the charafter given of
bad plays in the Rehearful is Pl
more | applicable in our time, that
they are * dull and fantaftical ;”—a
ftrange compofition ! “The “ old plain
way of wit” is now nolonger invogue,
yetevery feafon produdks new tragedies,
comedies, and numberlefscomick ope-
ras, which are recommended by cri-
ticks, and afted with aftonithing ap-
plavfe.  For my part, (and I know I
am not altogether fingular) 1 damn
them all, with a very few exceptions.

I now come to my fpecial matter of
complaint ; I have refided in Bath for
two months paft, yet I have not feen
one of the old plays announced for
performance ; in former times we had
no comick operas, cxcepting Milton’s
Comus, undeformed by Garrick’s al-
terations, andithe Beggar's Opera, ex-
quifite entertainments.  The old plays
(alfo unadulterated by our vile modern
alterations) were frequently exhibited
and well a&sd.

I am, Sir, your very humble fervant,
Ax Oup Customeg,
Batt, May g, 1789,
Polt-
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Olfervatiom cut the Nature of Light, ?

Poltfcript. I muft fairly confels
that I do include under my cenfure
the favoured comedies of two illuftri-
ous Generals; and 1 admit of no pro-

per exceptions but the Douglas in tra-
gedy, and in comedy a few of Foote's
carelefs, imperfet picces, and the wri-
tings of Mr Sheridan.
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To the Publither.

SIR,
OMEWHAT more than a year
ugo, 1 was very forcibly ftruck
by a very bold fpeculation upon
Light, advanced by an ingenious
and popular le&urer on Natural Phi-
lofophy. Immediately, upon get-
ting home, I committed what I had
heard to paper, and can anfwer ful-
ly for the accuracy of the meaning,
though 1 by no means pretend to
give it in the fame elegantand flowery
diftion in which it was delivered.
I meant, at the time, to have tran{-
mitted fome obfervations upon the
fubje@ to your Magazine, but de-
layed for I?nmc time, in hopes that
one better fitted for the tatk might
have taken the fame ground ; after-
wards, conftant profeflional engage-
ments made me to forget the mat-
ter altogether until this day, that,
turning over my common-place book
in fearch of fomething eife, the en-
r.rfv accidentally occurred.
daving premifed, withfeveral very
excellentobfervations,uponthe nature
of light in general, and fhewn that it
was fubjeted to the fame laws of
nature which regulate other matter,
he copcluded, and, in my humble
opinign, very juftly, that ‘light was
material,” He next explained the
phznomena of Phofphori, or of bodies
which, when expofed to the fun’s
rays; continue, aEcr being fuddenly
removed into a dark place, to emit
the light they had before imbibed,
for a longer or fhorter time, in pro-
portionto their{everalphofphorefcent
powers,  What peculiarly imprel-
fed itfelf upon my imagination was
nearly as follows;

I have often amufed myflelf with
‘““ the following idea, that the fun
“ and fixed ftars, which are undoubt-
“ edly funs to other planctary fy[-
‘“ tems, may be phofphoric bodies,
‘ poflefled of that power ina highly
‘ eminentdegree ; and that they may
‘“ have imbibed the light they now
‘ emit immediately from the bright
‘“ eflulgence of the Almighty ; who,
‘“ at the creation, unvailing his full

fplendour dircétly upon them, thus

endowed thefe bodies, originally

dark in their own nature, with

the power of emitting the light

they then imbibed, fo as to fupply
* the univerfe until light fhall be no
“ longer neceflary.”

Numbers of the auditors around
me declared, in enraptured whifpers,
the idea to be grand and fublime,
but I am theroughly convinced, that
neither they nor the learned gentle-
man who uttered the above fenti-
ment, were at 711 aware of the dan-
gerous confequences which mult ne-
ceflarily flow from thefe pofitions
taken as premifes in a {yllogifm. For,
if light be material, and that of the
fun and ftars be immediately deriv-
ed by emanation, or emiffion, from
the refulgent light of the unvailed
perfon of God, no realoning being
can hefitate a moment to affirm thac
God himfelf muft be material, at
leait in part, fo far as light is con-
cerned.

The abeveidea was illuftrated by
a quotation from Paradife Loft, B,
vil. ver. 354, & frg, where the fen.
timent is, in my opinion, fully as
philofophical, equally fublime, and

beautifully




