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is fond drggm he’ll foon recover,
mt::bﬂ fhail drivehim back to Do-
i hough to livein clover'
i . thou y »
Orre oty P.gn the firaits of Dover,
But healone’s his country’s lover,
5 Who, abfent long, returns to Dover,
) And can by fair experience prove her
The beft he has found fince laft at Dover.

On Female Authorfbip.

ANK, charaéter, and fituation, make
a material difference in the circum-
flances of good and evil. What excites our
admiration in one perfon, in anothcr may
ke our cenfure. The gaiety of youth
m\ﬂ not the gravity of age; and the
ve obedience of the clergy would prove
a poor fubflitute for aétive valour in the fol-
No age has been more diftinguithed by
the learning of its women thanthe eighteenth
century. It muft be confelled, th.:_t many
female pens are wiclded with an ability that
would by no means difcredit the moft en-
lightened underftanding ; nor has the world
been {low in beflowing the tribute to applaufe
fo jultly due to their writing. But we ad-
mire them more as authors, than efleem
them as women. Few men would (I ima-
ine) with their wives and daughters to pre=
,&Horace and Virgil to the care of their
families, or a fedulous purfuit of intricate
points in Epictetus, to a prudent manage-
ment, of domeftic affairs.
To forbid the ufe of pen and ink to la-
ies, is far from my intcmic}n. til.!aink poe-
apleafing employment for- their vacant
m and gnoﬁ:i:w{-l;ing well adapted 1o
female ingenuity. 1t is claffical knuwlcd‘ge
that | would with to withhold (as ufelefs)
from their fudy; and female pedantry is
the objedt of my ridicule. -
* I, whilft beholding an elegant building,
we learn that it was planned by the owner,
whole fortune, inadequate to the expence,
fell a facrifice to the coftlinefs of his edifice ;
though we cannot refufe our admiration to
the produ@ions of his genius, yet that im-
prudence, which engaging in " purfuite ill
adapted to its fituation in life, prepares its
own ruin, muft ever meet with our contempt.
In like manner we admire the diligence and
claffical knowledge which could give usa
correct tranflation of an obfolete author,
form a perfect edition, or compile a lexicon ;
E:I when we learn that it is the work of a
¥s however highly we may prize her pro-
onsy we muit pity that error of-judg-
et which could engage her in purfuits o
._h atory to the natural charadter of her

-Thg we applaud even this exertion. of her

lents ie true, but noc with that kind of ad-
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miration which a judicious woman would
with to obtain. Such applaufe has ‘often

been afforded to the mafculing bea -of
madam D’Eon, Hannah Snell, and others,

who, forgetting the charadteriftic foftnefs of

their fex, have fuccefsfilly braved: alf the
horrors of war, and fignalized their courage ‘
at the hazard of their perfons, < |

It is my opinion that a fenfible man would
hefitate whether, he chofe g wife ftrong
enough to beat him, and poffeffed of courage
in an emincm degree, or one whofe mind
was unneceflari'y employed in the contem-
plation of angient authors., | with not to |
fee any lady aflume the toga virilis, however l
highly ornamented, nor on an confidera~ ;
tion enlift under the banners of Jellom: and {
I know no way of rendering claffical knowe !
ledge (o ridiculous; as by clothing it in pet-
ticoats.

Amelia was the only child of 3 clergyman,
whofe learning had been diftinguifhed at the
univerlity, and whofe judgment was never
thought erroncous, except in his condudt to-
wards her, The death of his wife, a few
years after their marriage, had thrown a
glooth over his fpirits, which nothing but his
increaling fondnefs for his child, and the
care of her education, could remove ; in
which, as no expence was fpared, at theage
of fixteen fhe was what the world calls per-
fedtly accomplithed ; and her affection to
her parent alone prevented her from form-
ing an advantageous and honourable alli-
ance. :

The labours of the needle il fuited fo
mafculine an underftanding ; and having
arrived (as ﬂ:c thought) at the fumlm't"g
female knowledge, fhe joyfull accepted the
offer made by hcg: f:the{- Ym :'t{l!mﬁ hertﬁ
the Greek and Latin languages, and by his
afliftance, ina few years, made a rapid pro-
grelsim: both.

The evil influence of claffical know
was quickly perceptible: fhe became neglis
gent of her drefs, and fatirical in her teme-
per. - What were formerly deemed accomI
plilhments, fuch as mul‘a’::. drawing, &¢,
\;]-crc now hoitt_i alide as ufelefs, and beneath
the dignity of one whofe lips poared forth
the doctrines of Socrates wil:; the fablimity
of -Plato. When gentl reproved by her
friends for the negleét ul’y what formerly dife
fufed fo much amufement throngh the cir-
cle of her acquaintanee, and refledted o
much honour on herfelf, the had always &
Greek, or Latin fentence &t acly -
proving the futility of mufic and the
ority of mental gratifications over thofe \
fenfes ; the explanation of which to rer
terate companions, afforded - her much e
mufement; - IR

' The death of her father, the

fhert time it put a‘l'g' by
“iv » ‘\‘ ‘4 ..,
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