aflit the difabled thips; and I am infoimed that, in the cou-fe
of the night, he {cll in with a Dutch fhip of the line off the
Texel, and had engaged her : but I have not heard the parti-
culars. 1 am, Siny
“ Your moft obedient humble (ervant,
To Evan Neprian, Efjn - “ ADAM DUNCAN"

To tifis account of a vi&ory the moft brilliant that has
adorned our naval annals fince the defear of the Spanifh
Armada, in the time of Queen Elizabeth, we fubjoin
the encomivm paffed upon ir by the Poer Laurear. In
his Naval Dominion, an excellent poem, recently pub-
lithed, and whofe merits were noticed in our Review
for May, the Poet delineates with {pirit our various vic.
tories at fea.  On Lord Duncan he pours forth the fol-
lowing expreflive lines:—

What trophics fhall the Mufe to Duncan raife,

Whofe wo:th triunfcends the boldeft flight of praife {—
Will all the powers man’s genius can difplay

Give added lufire to the heams of day ?

His virtues fhine in native worth array’d,

Nor want, nor alk, precarious Rattery’s aid.

# Monarch, Powerful, Lancafter, Beaulieu,
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J. W. De Winter, the Dutch Admiral, was, on
account of the valour with which he fought, treated
by us with refpeft.  This was charaéteriftic of a great
pation. He was a man of eafly and pleafant man.
ners. It is reported, that immediately upon his coming
on board the Foaralle, he, after the firt change of
compliments, faig—se It was a matter of furprife to him
how fuch giganiic objeéls as Lord Duncan and himfelf
(be alfo being remarkably tall) had ccaped the carnage
of the day.”

To thehonour of the BRiT1s# NaTrox be it {poken,
large fums were raited for the widows and childfu

of thefe unfortinate men who fell on that memcrgble
day. An artention to thefe objefls conftitutes thue
giory! On fuch exertions we may fafely pride ourfelves.
Indeed Greenwich and Chelfva are ftanding monuments
of public generofity. Therc, provifion 1s made for the
relicf of thofe brave fellows whofe youthful vigour has
been exhaufed in behalf of their native land.  After
long and laborious fervices, here they repofe from the
toils they have endured, and from the dangers ro which
they have been expofed. In this haveh of comfort which
they have at laft fafcly entered, they partake of the blefs
fings which their grarcfui countrymen have provided for
them. They ean lovk back to that tempeftuous fea, on
whafe agitated furface they have been often burne, with
fatisfaétion. They can behold with no {mall compla-
cency others rifing in their ficad, who are equally ready
to hazard their iives in the defence of their couneryl

We have juft learnt that the paillant ADMIRAL
Duncan has taken leave of his Majetty, and has
refumed the command of his fquadron deftined for the
Nerth Seas,  This infornation muft impare pleafure to
every lover of his country. May Duscax, in whofe
charadter courage and humanity are united, long defend
the fhores of Britain, now ihrearened by an inveterats
foe! May fuccels atrend his patriotic meafures, and
may England be bleffed with fuch commanders, citl the
world be Lufhed into univerfal peace.

12022009

DENCOL TOT 1€ Profect 0N UL-OUT CONLLIEICE M PJATLICUIs)
we were afl fenfible. Every roken of comgratulation
was prefented to the gallant Admiral and his brave fleet.
Every demonftration of joy was given which is ufually
thown on thofe occafions,  The king him{eif medicated
two meafures expreffive of. the fatisfaction he experi-
enced, one of which was frutrated by the tempeftuoul(-
nels of the elements, the other was fully accom-
plithed. His Majefty intended to vifit the Nore, whi-
ther the fieer returned along with the prizes afrer the
aftion. He embarked at Greenwich, made fome way
down the river, but contrary winds obliged him to defift
from his intention, One objeét of the cxpedition how-
ever was cffcéled; the pardon of one Awndred and
eighty men, who had been engagéd inthe unhappy bufi-
nefs at the Nore under Parker, was granted at the in-
terecflion of Lord Duncan.  This was nobly dune, and
wurthy of his exalted charaftesr.  Truc courage is ever
allicd to humanity, The other token of his Majefiy’s
fatisfallion, was his proceflion to St. Paul's,on Decem-
ber the 1gih, where thanks were returned for the vic-
tory. ‘The cavalcade from St. James’s was conduéted
with dignity, and the colours taken from the enemy
were triumphantly borne along and depofited in the ca-
thedral, J. W.De
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THE REFLECTOR.
1 [No. XVIL.]
ON TASTE.

——— ‘This, nor gems, nor ftores of gold,

Nor purple ftate, ntor culture can beftow ;

But Goo alone, when fielt his a&tive hand

Imprints the facred bias uf the foul
AKENSIDE,

PON Genius, Tafte, and other {ubjeéts compre-
hended under the Bedes Lettres, much hath been
wrieten by men of diftingu-dhed celebritv. It is notmy
purpofe to ftary any new opinion on thefe topics, or even
to concentrate into one pant all that has been advanced
by others.  The Refleéor is only 2 repufitory for curs
fory remarks on fubjcéts, conneéted with the inftruction
and entertainmoent of thofe who honour it with a perufal.
Between GENITUS and TaSTE there fubfifts an inti-
mate conocfhion which renders it neceffury that they
fhould be confidered in fublerviency tocachother. Thus
will they reflcét a mutual fight, capable of aiding us in
the illuftration of them. Apart, they cannot be fo
thiroughly nveftigned, and therefore we are jultified
in rendering them tubjedts of difcuffion in two fucceflive
Numbers.  In tnis point of view would we bave them
coqremplared.  We are not without fome hope that fuch
a jmnt confideration of them will carry along with it
feveral tubftantial advantages.

The term TAsTE, apphed to compofition, muft be
underfiood 10 a Agurative fenfe.  Tis original fignifica~
tion refers direétly to the palate, by which we are en-
abled to alcertain the quality of the food prefynted to us
for our nourtthmont and fupport.  In a fimilyr manner
the mind is endowed with a power of diferimihation ref.
pecting the fubjects which engage ts attengon. t‘lb]o-
thing




of public generofity. There, provifion s made for the
relief of thofe brave fellows whole youthful vigour has
been exhaufted in behalf of their native land. Afrer
long and laborious fervices, here they repofe from the
toils they have endured, and from the dangers to which
they have been expofed. 1n this haved of comfore which
they have at laft fafcly entered, they partake of the bl
fings which their grateful countrymen have provided for
them. They gan Jook back to thar tempeftuous fez, on
whofe agitated {urface they have been often borne, with
fatisfaétion.  They can behold with no fmall compla-
cency others rifing in their flead, who are equally ready
to hazard their lives in the defence of their country!

We have juft learnt thar the gajlant ADMIRAL
Duncar has taken leave of Lis Majetty, and has
refumcd the command of his {quadron deftined for the
North Seas. T his information muft impart pleafure to
every tover of his country, May DuscCan, in whofe
charafler courage and humanity are unized, long detend
the fhores of Britain, now threatened by an invererate
foe ! May fuccefs auend his patriotic meafures, and
may England be bleffed with fuch commanders, till the
world be huflied nto univeria! poace,
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thing is more generall_v underftood than the faculty of
Tufte. [t is in the mouth of all, thouvh few, perhaps,
have phi\o!bphically invefligated it. Nor 15 it indeed
neeetlary. Pravidence hath wifely ap;‘.oinl’td that we
fhould ule both our Facuities and our fenfes withont be-
ing profoundly acquainted with the nature or extent of
then.  This meature is witely orderdd, fince mtn were
defizned more for aétion in this prefent life than for
contemplation, It Is, neverthelefs, highly ufeful for
thofe who have ability and leifure, to enquire into fuch
things. The im‘cﬂ%g:uiun exalts cur opinjon of the
Deity in the formatien of man, and proves a pcwcri’ul
incitement to the prepor exercife of thofe powers wit
which we are furnified.

Tafic hath been thus juftly defined by a writer who

offeffes no inconfiderable portion of it. * lris,” favs

r. Blair, ¢ the power of receiving pleafure from the
beautics of nature and art.”  Now that fuch a poweris
pofleed by individuals in various degrecs, is cbviousto
every one who kas the lealt acquaintance with mankind,
Not enly in the diffurent ftages of life, but in the dif-
ferent claffes of men, variety of taffes to'a very great
extent prevails,  What diffonance fulfilts between the
crude perceprions of a child, and the mature judgment
of a vetcran in the republic of letters? How much at
variance arc the taftes of the rude ruftic who has feen
nature in her mofd unfinithed forms, and of the olithed
fcholar whofz mind, to ufe the werds of Akcnfice,

s 5 feclingly alive to each fine impuife B

Taftcs are, in reality, as various as the human coun-
tenance; under every afpeét a difference obzains. Hence
both in kind and degree it affords ample matter for dif-
cuifion. On this account the fubje€t diftributes ifeif
jnto two branches, which have been duly noticed by
philologifts.  Let us confider them with fome minuter

nefs.

Delicacy and correéncfs are the twoqualities afcribed
. 10
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to concentrare into one paint &l that nas deen aavaneea
by others. The Refledder is only 2 repofitory for car-
fory remarks on fubjuéts, conne€ted with the inftruétion
and enterrainment of thofe who honour it with a perufal.

Between GEN1uUs and TASTE there fubfifts an inti-
mate conneétion which renders it neceflary that they
fheuld be contidered in fublerviency to eachother. Thus
will they refle@ a mutaal light, capable of aiding us in
the illuftrarion of them, Apart, they cannot be fo
thoreughly inveftigated, and tharefore we are jultified
in rendering them lubjeds of difcuffion in two fucceflive
Numbers. In teis poiat of view would we have them
conremplared.  We are not without forne hope that fuch
a Joint confideration of them will carry along with it
feveral fubftanmial advantages.

underftood 1m a Hgurative fenfe.
tion refers diredtly to the palate, by which we are en-
abled to aicertain the quality of the food prefented to us
for our oourfhincnt and fupport.
the mind is endowed with a power of difcrimination ref-
pedting the fubjuéts which engage its attention. WNo-

The term TasTE, applid to compofition, muft be
Its original fignifica-

In a fimilar manner

thing
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to Tafte in its moft perfedt ftate. Trelicacy refpeéls the
{enfibility with which our nature is endowed for the
perception of beauty.  Some minds are {o torpt 1, that
nothing can aroule them, whillt another ciafs fhall be
2ffc&ted by every breath of wind, hewever gently it
pleys upon them.  Thefe are evidently extremes wiich
mutt be avoided, Wow delicacy confifls in a refinement
of fenfation caficr to be conceived thaa exprefled. As
the feries of fame men are far more exquiﬁ}?e than thefle
of others, fo their tafie is equally diftinguithed by the
varions degrees of finencfs which itaffumeg. A manof
debieate tafte 15 alwavs underftond to diférn beauties
which efcape the vulgar, Some latent exceliencies are
difcovered which charm the eve and conciliate the heart,
Correétnels, the other quality of a perfeét tafte, refpelts
the improvement which it has received by means of the
underftanding operating to the formarivm of a juft judg.
menz. It implies the individual’s pofletfion of certain rules .
by which every objeft is tu be eftimared, His opinion
is not formed at random. His principles of judging
are not fubjet o a chillith caprice, or o an humour-
fume fluftuation. He underftands what, and knows why
he approves. This is a valuable acquifizton, and, united
10 delicacy of tafte, conftitutes the man of eminent
genius.  But it 15 to be remarked, that correétnefs and
delicacy are by no means conltant companions.  Apart
are they frequently found, and numcrous inftances of
this truth might be adduced. Hence Blair jufily ob.
fcrves, that ¢ Among the ancient writers, Longinus
poflcfied moft delicacy, Ariftotle moft correétnefs.—
Among the moderns, Addifon is a high example of de-
licate tafte ; Dean Swifr, had he written on the fubjeét
of criticilm, would perhaps have afforded the example
of a corre€t one.” Thefe inftances are well chofen,
and happily illuftrate the topic which is now under in-
vefligation.

Having touched on the two qualities ufuplly aferibed
to Talte in its moft perfcét ftate, I may nedt proceed to

Vor. 1V, u enguire
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r. Blair,  the power of receiving pleafure from the
beauties of pature and art.”  Now that {uch a poweris
poffcfled by individuals in various degrees, is obv:o_u_st&)
every onc who has the leaft acquaintance with manquf.
Mot ‘only in the different ftages of life, but in the dif-
ferent claffes of men, variety of taftes to a very groeat
extent prevails.  What diffonance fubfifts between the
crude percepijons of a child, and the mature judgment
of a vereran in the republic of letters 2 How much at
variance arc the taftes of the rude ruflic who has feen
nature in her mo't unfinithed farms, and of the polithed
fcholar whofz mind, to ufe the words of Akenhde,

« [s feclingly alive to cach fine impulfe "

Taftes are, in reality, as varjous as the human couns
tenance; under every afpeét a difference obains, ch_crc
both in kind and degree it affords afnplc matter for di -f
cuflion. ©On this account the fubjett diftributes itfer
into two branches, which have been du!y nonc_.cd b{
philoleg:ts. Let us confider them with fome ininute

nefs.

Delicacy and correflnefs are the two qualitics afcribcli
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enquire inte the flandard of Tafte. This {urjet ha
occafioned no fmall zltercation between the crincs.
** Among the endlefs diverfities of tafte, how is it poffi-
ble (exclaims the young ftudent) to afcertain a criterion
for truc rafte # Locking abroad among mankind, we
perceive this power of the mind ro be as various as the
huinan countenance, Even delicacy and correétnefs, the
charaéteriftic properiies of a true tafte, exift in different
degrees in our belt writers.  Each author is prailed for
Lis tafte, while they agree in no one thing excepr the
diverfity of thofe facultics with which nature hath fur-
nithed them.”

To ths uatural exclunation, it may be replied, that
the diverfiey cannot be queflioned.  But it does not fol.
low that on this account no tandard of Tafte can be
obtained by which beauries can be cftimated. A gene.
r2l, and therefore a fufficient flandard for Tafte may be
feund by adverting 1o thofe qualities which univertally
pleale mankind, particularly what pleafes perlons whe
have been placed in circumitances mofi favourable to
the cultivation of their tafte. For there are beauties
which, difplaycd in a jult point of view, muft impart,
even to the rudeft mind, a degree of pleafure.  1n the
very naturc of lume objeéls, a foundation is lzid for
agreeable contemplatt . There are certain latent feeds
of beauty, certain hdden excellencics, feattered by the
hand of the Almighry throughout the whole extent of
his duminions I Nur 15 this obfervation to be confined to
the works of nature, it mult be extended alfo to the
produdtions of art. Mol arrs are (uceefsful imitations
of nature. Lirtle, therefore, need be here faid to prove
that the remark juit made is of cqual application. Every
performance duferibes ei her the funtiments or aétionsof
mankind, and hence the more perfeét thie defeription,
the more entire is the refemblance te nature, which has
cvep charms oo fafcinate the heart. Homer's 1had, Vir-
gi's Encid, and Milton's Paradite Loft, are admirable
inftances of what a juflt rafte is able to effet in this pa‘r-
ticular
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underftanding operating to the formation of a juft judg-
ment. [t implies the 1ndividual’s pofleflion of certain ruies.
by which every objeét is tu be efliimated. His opinion
is not formed at random. His principles of judging
are not fubjeét tn a chilhih eaprice, or to an humour-
fome Auétuation. He underfiands wh_ar, and knows \yhy
he approves. T'his is a valuabie acquifition, and, unired
10 delicacy of tafte, conflitutes the man of eminent
genius.  But it is to be remarked, that correctnefs and
delicacy are by no means conltant companions.  Apart
are they frequently found, and numerous infrances of
this truth might be adduced. Hence ‘Blair jultly oba
ferves, that ¢ Amaong the ancient writers, Long}nus
poflced moft delicacy, Ariftotle moft corredtnefs.—
Among the moderns, Addifon is a high example of de.
licate tatte ; Dean Swift, had he written on the fubjeét
of criticifm, would perhaps have afforded the example
of & correét one’” Thute inftances are well choﬁ_:n,
and happily illuftrate the topic which is now under in-
velitgation.

H%ving touched on the two qualities ufually aferibed
to Talte in its mott perfeét fate, 1 may next prucced_to
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ticular wav. Quintilian, thar mafterly criti, exprefsly
fays, * Homer extended the limits of human genius to
therr utmoft firerch, and poffeffed fuch complete ideas
of all the different kinds of writing, that HE alene is a
perfeét maodel of ull the differene beauties that can enter
o any compofition.’”

Nor mutt 1 clofe without reminding the reader of the
pleatures of Tatte, ufually filed the pleafures of imagi-
mation.  Om thefe fuarces of enjoyment 1 could defcant
with raprure. The cxquifire genivs of Addifon Hrit
attempted ro veduce them into a regular (yfiem under
thefe three heads—beauty, grandeur, and novelty. His
fpeculations on the fubje€t difplav an admirable inge-
nuity, aod may be found in the fixth volume of the
Spe€rator.  He has opened a track of inveltigation,
which may be f'uccei'sif)ulty fellowed. Dr. Akenfide’s
poem, entitled, Pleafires of Imagination, contains many
exceilent paffages iliuftrative of this topic, and may be
read both for profir and amufement.  Addrefling him.
felf to the Divine Being, in a firain worthy of the theme,
he exclaims i —

I Not content
With every fuod of life to nourith man;
By kind iltufions of the wond'riny fenfe
Thou makeft all nature beanry to his ere,
Q1 wre tu his ear,

The plealures of Tafte are indeced more commonly
éiltribured into thofe of the beautifui and the fublime,
What couftitutes the one and the other has been the
fubje&t of afliduous enquiry., The principles on which
they are founded have been invefigated with a comi-
mendable indufire. Ity agreed that tie beawiiful ro-
fults from colour, figure, motion, defign, and Bom the
tombinaiion of thele qualities in objcéis either of nature
or of art.  On the other band, the Sublime arifes from
acertam grandeur contemiplared with a reverential awe,
o a profound admiration. Mr. Burke placet it ina

2 kind




low that on this account no ftandard of Tafte can be
obtained by which beauties can be cftimated. A gene.
ral, and therefore a fufficient fandard for Tafte may be
feund by adverting to. thofe qualities which univerfally
pleafe mankind, particularly what pleafes perfons whe
have been placed in circumftances moft favourable to
the cultivarion of their tafte. For there are beauties
which, difplayed i a jult point of view, muft impart,
even tothe ru?cﬂ mind, a degree of pleafure, In the
very naturc of {ome objefls, a foundation is laid for
a%reeable contemplati ne There are certam larent feeds
of beauty, certain hudden excellencics, {cartered by the
hand of the Almighty throughout the whale extent of
his dominions ! Nur is this obfi rvation 1o be confined to
the works of nature, it mult be extended alfo to the
produélions of art. Mol arty are luccefsful imitations
of nature.  Littly, therefory, need be heve faid 1o prove
that the remark jull made is of cqual application. Every
performance duferibes i her the [easiments or aétionsof
mankind, and hence the more perfet the defeription,
the mure entire 1s the refemiblance to nature, which has
evep charms oy fufcinate the heart. Homer's 1had, Vie-
gil’s Eneid, and Mileon’s Paradife Lott, are admirable
inflances of what a jufk tafte is able to effeét in this par-
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kind of terror, though fublime objects might be men.
tioned into whofe compuofition nothiey terrible enters,
1t is, however, confeffed, ther fublimity, ether in na.
tura) or miorsl ubjedls, alwavsclevares the mind, dilating
1t with the grandedt {enlations ! _
It is of peculiar importance to YOUTH, that their
minds Lould be laid open betumes o thele qumﬁ‘le
fources of enjovment.  With their rrrinfic value the
fenfualift muft be utierly unacquainted.  Bacchanalian
revels impart no {uch joyi.  The boalted faustaétion of
vulgar mitids is not to be put in competiticn with them,
The pleafures of Tafte grow upon the happy individual
who cultivates them. The faculty of enjoyment isten-
dered more capacious by frequent exercile, Every ob-
je€t i narure, and every fubjeél in art, affi rds matenals
for pleafing contemplation, T he feafons of the yuarare
replete with entertainment.  To the man of talte, the
bleaknels of winter, the novelties of {pring, the fulnefs
of fummer, and the luxuriance of autumn, are every
_way acceptable.  In moft bLterary compofitions, like-
“wife, fomcthing will be found capablc of admmiftering
delight. The {obricty of plain profe, and the gaiery of
{prightly verfe, have charms for him.  Every produc-
tion, from the gravity of hiftory down to the artlefs ﬁm‘-
licy of a fable, catches his attention and engages his
geart. From the enchanting fufinefs of beauty 1a all her
variegated forms, up to the trumenduus rereors of the
fublime, what a range of enjoyment ! That man 1saa
objet of envy. He hives as in a fuperior region. He con-
verfes with an higher circle of objuéts. To this fa-
voured votary of tafte, efpecially 1f he be a virtuous
charafier, the following lincs may with propriety be
addreffed :(—

To pleafe thine car, foft notes the linnet pours,
And with grand peal the decp-ton'd thunder rolls;
The treamlet murmurs and the ronent roars;
The zephyr whifpers and the tempeft howls.

From
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opectator. He has opened a track of inveftigation,
which may be fuccefsfully followed. Dr. Akenfide’s
poem, entitled, Pleafires of Imagination, contains many-
excellent paffuges illuftracive of this topic, and may be
tead both for profit and amufement.  Addreffing him.

felf 10 the Divine Being, 1n a firain worthy of the theme,
he cxclaims ;—

[ Not content
With every fuod of life to nourith man;
By kind illufions of the wond'ring fenfe
Thou makett all nature beunty to his cye,
Or mupic 1o his ear,

_The pleafures of Tafte are indced more commonly
difiributed intu thofe of the beautiful and the fublime,
What conftitutes the enc and the othor has been the
fubjet uf afhiduous enquiry, The principles on which
they are founded have been invefigated with a coma
meadable indufire, Iviy agrecd that the fewliful ro-
tuls from colour, tigure, motion, defign, and tiem the
conﬂ_;manun of thete guahities 1n objeéts cither of nature
orofart.  On the other hand, the fublime arifus from
acertan grandeur contemplated with a veverential awe,
o a profound admuiration. Mr. Burke places 1t 1na

U. kind

THE MONTHLY VISITOR,

From cach, or lofty, or mellifluous found,
Each fair or awful form that firikes the fighty
In air’s wide {phere, or nature’s ample round,
*Tis thine to draw 1cfin’d and ricn dehighr.
FAWCETT.

On CRITICISM—in the next Refieflor.

s ——

GOSSIPIANA
{No. XIX.]
DETACHED THOUGHTS, BY LOIID ORFORND.

ISTORY is a romance that is believed : aromance,
a hiflory that is not beiteved,

MoxTAIGNE pleafed becaufe he wrote what he
thonght ; uther authors think what they fhall write.

WHoEVER expefls pity by complaining te his phy-
fician, is as foolith as they whe, having loft their mo-
ney at cards, complain of their ill luck to their compa-
nians, the winners. If none were ill, or unfortunate,
how would phyficians or gamefiers get money |

BeavTy, after five and thirty, is like a forf;:itcd
peerage, the titls of which is given by the courtely of
tue weli-bred to thofe who have no icgal claim ro 1t

ALBaxno’sboy-angelsand cupids are all foalike, that
they feem to have been the children of the Flemifh
Countels, who was faid to be delivered of three hundred
and fixty-five ata birth,

i

Ax author without originality, is like a courtier who
is always dreffed in the fathion ; nobedy minds;the eo-
lour or make of his eoat 1 if it is ill made it is criticifed ;
if not, what can be faid on it} Hundreds are docflud as
well.  Bookfellers and falefmen lay up the or the
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