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rand : it denotes a sign, foken, or won- Forsuch the vigour of primeval man, -~ pear relations was afterwards forbidden ; permitting them to ‘transact hi i-
:aful event. Allhon.ggh DO sigoifies Through.number'd centuries his period ry, snd perhaps the divine law was chiefly ue-.‘!h:r‘ohy saving him the . h:’
¢e place or set, it is often used i the And the first parents "‘;l“:“bh‘:fd!!la. foonded ‘on those considerations which paying -salaries to ‘othets; r’h
sense of I/1); and such is its significa- O'er the green _"':dldl of ha s spam, regard mankind in their social capacity. ’"ﬁu forced to do if onprovided with
thon. Sttt shanporad with 1 By mrl:nd( ki kcr:fd: :::n:r ;n : ;Ind. f, Butenough has been said in answer to arnicled clerks, & 'xlmctml.
This interpretation is at once ratioval B“_‘“ bz Y YALPAg s the query proposed in your Magazine ;. London, March 99, 1816,
and consistent.  To have set @ mark Itis, therefore, improperly assamed thy, ud [ have only to add” my best wishes | e——
upon Cain, lest any finding him should When (.,mg: became “ th‘e‘ fugltwe.of care that it may long continue the medium of "ON LITERARY CRITICISM,
kill him, could never be the act of Infi- and gujlt,” t_here” were “ only his ageg weful information, and free discussion, IN considering this subject, I shall not
nite Wisdom; such a mark, instead of parentdexisting.” Aund should the way Haverfordwest. J. B.  desigaedly intraduce any remarks on the
contributing to his safety, would oniy Of scripture evideoce be urged as an o). N fine arts, nor yet on what is- termed

~ have rendered his crime the more noto- jection to these calculations, it oughtt MR, EDITOR, “ philosophical” eriticism,” but confine

rious; and by exposing him to the indig- be remembered, that a complete bustory I7axe the liberty of addressing you myself solely to that which respects li-
nation of his species, would have been of mankind was never intended by e on behalf of all such as shall hereafter terature, and shall first mention the ne<
likely to, bring upon him the very evil uuthor of the Pentateuch. His objent ly to be articled to a solicitor, in cessary mental qualifications of a Jiterary
he had reason to fear. It is, therefore, was to give such an account of the Holy ml‘ to their admission into the pro- ' critic, then very bricfly show how the
the opinion of some, that, in order to Seed as might preserve the line . of fesion of the law. ‘These, I conceive, worksof an author ought to be reviewed,
prevent despair, and alleviate the dis- CHRIsT through succcssive ages, exhibi labour under a heavy species of taxa- and, lastly, point out some of the princi-
tress of a penitent, something miracu- the predictions and promiises respecting tion, which seems to have only for its pal uses of iterary criticism, ’
lous was effected, whereby he obtained him, and unfold the plan of buman re. object the enriching the solicitor at the  Tobe a proper critic on new publicne
assurance that his life should be pre- demption, as it was gradually mage erpence of those I have mentioned, tions in modern times, requires, 1. An

served. But there is more reason o known from the earliest periods of without his being entitled to any such estensive Enowledge books. Besides
suppose that some object in nature was time. Being divinely inspired to write species of profit. I donot allude'to the being well ucquuinfed{igh the standard

fixed upon as a sign, to remind him of such things as were suited to the begin- stamp duties imposed on clerks, both on - old books, a critical censor' t to
that Prg?ection which God had gracious- ning and progress of revelation, e teir being articled and their subse- well read in those which h:veo:g:n p-: 2
ly ordained in his behalf. would be naturally led to omit whatever quent admission (which are perhaps ne- lished within the last thirty years, and
With respect to the question, “ What was not necessary to his purpose; cessary to render the profession respect- especially such of them as are on the
need had Cain to fear?” I observe, that inserting such incidental Circumstancey able), but to the usage of the sulicitor subject which he is reviewing. For this
about this period the inhabitants of the only, as were_either adapted to 'ille requiring a very hngl_: premium (generally purpose his memory must be good, and
world were probably very numerous. trate the perfections of God, or were 300 guineas) on taking an articled clerk. either his own library should be large,
According to the computation of Arch- some way connected with the main I_: would -seem that the time and ser- or he should have access to some library
bishop Usher, the death of Abel took design. Hence we are not to lookfor vices of the clerk were a sufficient com- which ‘is $0.—2. Skill in languages.
place in the year of the world 128. those minute particularsin the writingp pensation for the duty npdgrtnken by the Such as are appointed to review books
“ Now if we suppose that Adam and of Moses, .which are naturally expected - master of mnstructing-him in the myste- written either wholly or in part, in the
Eve had no other sons than Cain and in other histories. . ; ties of the profession; and surely as the living or dead languages, must have a
. Abel in the year of the world 128, their  Considering well the design of Serip Iring & premium is entirely optional, grammetical knowledge of them. Much
descendants would make a considerable ture, as a divine revelation, it is easy o ad the profession itself is accordingly skill in mathewmatics is also necessary in
figare on the earth. Supposing them to conceive why, at the expatriation of Cain, not rendered ‘more respectable by the those who take that department in = Ji-
have been married in the nineteenth year “ we find o mention of any female be- pyment of it, nor is the clerk-entitled terary journal, ns well as an acquaint-
of the world, they might easily have had sides Eve.”. But that there were othen o any additional advantages byso do- ance with medicine, in such as have

each eight children, some males and ‘ then existing,” appears from a phin B ing, it might be supposed that a-con- that. part assigned them; and in every
some females, in the twenty-fifth year. statement of the fact, in the very same seientious solicitor would be unwilling to department a critical knowledge of the
In the fitiech year there might proceed chapter. When Cain thereforo resied B uid to.1he-already great expense of ad- English language is indi-pnm-—-e- 4
from them in adirect line 64 persons; in the Land of Neod, * he had a wife’ mission, and accordingly relinquish a Aobit of close and correct thinking.
in'the seventy-fourth year there would butif C. E. B, imagines that "}"h:: Teasure which is entirely partial, and on  Without this, even recondite - b
be 572; in the ninety-eighth year 4096; any intimation of his entering intoth Ihnccol_mt more obnoxious to the suf- and extensive reading will not be sufh-
in the one hundred and twenty-second married state at that time, he ""ﬁ frers by i, But it is well known that cient; but when the subject,
would amount to 32,768 if tothese dently. made a mistake, of which hevil, Ji§ solicitor will, on the contrary (where under review, is su Snvall

we add the other children descended beimmediately convinced, by "e*“"'i_‘:- there is no connexion' between the par- of view, end the thinking upon it closs,
¥rom Cain and Abel, their children, and ing that part of the szcred ""“.’"‘T‘: 7 Yet), make the above demand, and correct, and discriminative, it is not al-
thieir.children’s children, we shall have the question, “ how came he by his bres tiereby, perhaps, compel one desirous whys necessary that the reviewer should
i the aforesaid one bundred and twenty- Wwe can only answer, that by ?’OmPﬁ ® be brought up to the profession, and be a profound scholar. - As to new theow
-eight years, four Aundred and twenty- with the peculiar necessity of t °‘h‘ i whose talenty might render him pecu- logical publicatious, ‘a critical censor of
one thousand one hundred and sivty-four times, he was united to a daughter larly adapred to it (if unable or unwil- that department should not.only be well.
men, without reckoning the women cither Eve, whose birth it was m;)t necq:!l!" . to comiply with the demand), either acquainted with the Bible and ecclesias=
old-or young” Such ap amazingin- for Moses to mention. . Such aun o article himself to one of inferior prac- tieal history,’ but know'sll the peculinsi=
crease of mankind is finely illustrated the family of Adam, involved no imp® zs.or abandon theh:mfeasion altoge-  tiesof doctrinal wnd experimental divic

) ign of mar > 3 o :

one of our sweetest poats, when al-  priety ; but as one great design o I shall be glad if any of your nity; and be of a: candid di
lbéing to this iod in\rl;):Mosaic his- riage is lhe promation of tnendshsd N‘“ will furnish an .r‘um,qn ',’YI; a "tt,‘j ‘any sectarian bins,—4. 4
tory of the world == a combination of interests, for b " mo " (Who may have two clerks at & and discrim: ¢ judgment, Some ‘men
Ages meanwhile, 13 ages now are told, Tﬂﬂm,_____ﬁlﬂiﬂ%‘ :‘! $bould receive for every-five years of deeplearning and fine taste” have
Q’erthe young world in long succession roll'd: ® Mentgomery's Warld beforc the £ mh' .Practice, the: enormous sum - of ssions, 'which ofden - ‘are - so

] and Nots on the canto 1 . Nmﬂl, as a ium, éw fact, for mwm-um or -
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will not acknowledge, the real merits of
an author, But a just and candid critic
will deliberately examine the whole con-
tents of the publication be reviews, and
readily poiot out excellencies as well as
its defects.

With respect to the groper manner of
reviewing books in order to do justice
to muthors and the public, their con-
tents should be considered, 1st, In an
smpartial and ezplicit manner. Oaly
truth and justice should guide a periodi-
cal critic, and not the least partiality

ht to be shown to a writer on ac.
::fmt of his rank, his ?cb;s, ﬁ'former
roductions, nor yet for his honorary
ril?: No work o ,ht to be condemned
by wholesale; and literary censors wheu
they disapprove of !n’y part of a publica-
tion, nhoqu explicitly assign thejr rea-
s00s for s0 doing. Many have thought
that every important asticle ought to
have the reviewer’s name affixed. I have
gnsidered this subject for many years,
and pawwithstandiog all the outcry of
disappointed authors against anonymous
cri:izls),ol think it is best to be so; be-
cause, if the name appeared, then au-
thors, whose works were censured or not
praised, might have a grudge against
the reviewer, and perhaps would injure
or put him to trouble. On the other
hand, a needy or covetous critic might
be tempred to praise the works of a rich
author in hopes of some reward. In
short, I am apprehensive that if the re-
view of no important publications ap-
peared wighout the cntic's name, we
might _afier a time have no review at all.
—$%. In a concise and satisfuctory way.
Whatever may be pleaded for the pre-

sent long god circumlocutory manner of

zeviewing hooks, 1 bumbly conceive it is
a bad oge, as it respects the readers.
They ought to be speedily broy ht ac-
quajpted with what the new publication
contains in 38 few words as may be pro-

er, according to the size of the work.

4t instead of this, very frequently the
introdyction to a very important publi-

eation is as long as the whole review of

it owght to be, and often has many irre-
levant temuk'l init. The table of con-
tents ought always to be copied, but is
often omitted, and the book sometimes

reviewed in such a desultory way, that

even a yery judicious reader is quite at
8 loss to form any correct idea of it.

Besides this, such a-tedious way of re-
viewing takes wp so mych room, that
u_? few standard publications can pass
up

Rev. Mr. Scragge on Literary Criticiom.

(Magy,

fore they ase reviewed.—Lanly, I,
lively and emtertainin manner. QO
grave subjects, no doubt the Teview of
them should be grave, but others
not to be dull. When interspersed wigy |
short appropriate anecdotes or striking
quotations, they are rendered megy
Pleasing; and strokes of humour ag
sometimes very agreeable whea they gy
nat personal and malicious. .
As to the standard of literary erig.
cism, it is certain that no one apthor jy
nany language, anciest or modern, én
be said to be an iofallible Critenigy,
But Dr. Knox expresses himself y
well on this part of the lnhjecl_i.&
following words: ** What then, it will
be asked, is criticism to be leﬁ_run.
vague and indetermiuate, and is
no standard I’ I answer, that the Job
ings of the majority of men of bl
cmncidﬁlg for a number of years in gin
ing approbation to the best of a
constitute a.standagd |uﬂime!luy certain
and uniform. And indged it i
impossible to fix upon any writer, how
ever celebrated, as a generol standand;
not only because that writer hay ki
faults, iut becauu'be cannot equglly
excel in every species of. compositiss,
But -those literary works which hane
pleased the greater part of litesazy pen
sons for a number of years, will mog
likely please otliers after them; andw’
to differences of opinion, they are aaly
the irregularities which attend evany
thing sublunary, aad do not invalidate
the justness of the general decision.
Let us now point out some of the chief
uses of literary criticism to the republis
of letters,and to scbolars in particulatem
1. It deters some bad writers from pabs
lishing. Every learned person is ast
necessarily qualified to become an am
thor, mnch1m are those who bave esly |
& smattering of learning. He who p
ares for the press, besides a cm.ﬁ
rnowkdgc of the subject on which
writes, should understand the rules of
composition, have a taste for good law
guage, and be accustomed to ¢
Now as nothing is morg likely to deim
unqualified persons from writing theas,
fear of being exposed by the Cl:'!.-n.
therefore periodical. criticism is bighty
ugeful ; indeed this is become quile : :
cessary since the liberty of the press
been 8o extensive in Great Britain,
cayse these literary journals are now !
most the ouly public mepns of C::I':
the abuse of it—Q. K admonishes s

oF rexiew in 8 month; snd some _ dited authors to condinne to wri d
publisatio

aTe near fwo. yeass afier .

0 ber s Lo, be lamented that SOIQW‘

1818.]
pte, who have formetly used lan-
‘m, have nftam.-dn"beco:ewn:hr
; if, therefore, such inattention
wete not to be reproved by review
we should soon degenerate. gome indee
sffect to despise verbal criticism; But as
words represent ideas of the most jni~
portant things, every judicious pérson
fst know that a proper choice and ar-
magement of them is of great conse-
ce. ‘Al authors should also consi.
r’:hu a Cotrect, flowing,
siyle, is much more Iiie“ to be useful
ineommunicating knowledge thoy that
which is defective. It js true, indeed,
that reviéwers are sometimes splenetic
wd fastidious in their temarks on the
diction of & writer, -yet all but conceited
fathors may make agood use of their
mrictures.  Liberal criticisms are there-
fore useful to humble writers, which oc-
estioned a living author thus to write in
bis preface: « Every good-tempered cri-
tieismy friend; and as I wish to be jm-
proved, I rather invite than deprecate
driticism,"—3. It sares readers time,
ible, and expense. Very few readers
& fully judge for themselves, and if ca-
pble, modern standard books are f0
detr, that readers wish to consult a lite-
my jourval before they make A pur-
thse. Title-pages have become of late
Juan so deceiving that nothing decisive
Bt be concluded from them; it is,
ore, truly desirable to be able to
salt a review. But perhaps some will
Wy that reviewers ure connected with
tertain publishing booksellers, and there-
fore praise «ch books as they publish
'h!ﬂer good or bad, However this may
be, it is certain that their productions
Yy be made use of in some measure to
fuide in the choice of books.—Lmt!_y,
citms spread’ the Jame of authors,
ad diffuse knowledge. 1If it were hot
periodical literary journals the works
o tuthsrs ould not be yery extensively
town, and liternture nouk{beconﬁned-
0 a few comparatively speaking. But
MW, besides their review of elaborate
Weatises in vatious arts and sciences
mor&lh, even ‘their incidental re-
wpns 20d hints are very beneficial to
s ligent readers.  We bave now more
Inglish reviews (han ever we had the
mbeér ofreaders havegreatly ihcl‘reased :
Consequently mental know edge ‘is
4 more diffited, T shall conclude
o the following quotaffn from sy
u'(mer, Wwhich contains ‘some addi-

B TEMArks o' the subject :—% A
mrqﬁumm' critic' i teviewing
nis chiefly deligheed io point-

Sentiments of the Royal Society on Animid Torture,

~ dwell upon small fa

and elegant

ing out blemishes; whereas
lTh‘crll-mindcd not only dwelly
vious excellences, but takes a pleasere
in discoveri such as are
The formm“ censures, not
, there is any real fauls, bug through
to shew his assumed superiority ; but
Iatter, when the work upon the whole is
excellent, thinks it imjust addillibera] w0
:?8.. + However, it is
very proper that imperfections and errors
in publicatiens should be i
otherwise there would be. but few cor-
rect authors, and litthe improvement jis
the arts und sciences. The learned
to eonsider themselves much indebted
to Mr. Hariis, Bishop Hurd, and Lord
Kames, for their improvements in the
-art of criticism; and ib the lectures of
Dr. Blair there are also many just stpics
tures. Men of erudition and casdear
are a sort of masters of tke ceremony in
the court of letters, by whomthe literati
are introduced into the best compahy,
and thereby greatly improved and enter.
tained.” G. G. Scraces.

Buckingham.

—_—
MR. EpITOR,

IT will be pleasing to your reiders (o
hear of an instance of good effect arisi
from the freedom of public remarks.

In your Magazine for February last an
account is given of Professor Ca rrasxs's
lectures at the Royal Academy, whetein
he reprobates the unwarfantable croel-
ties practised upon aninialy by some
modern anatomists, and which are osten-
tatiously promulgated by a great literary
i e T B Royal Soci

majority of the
have been il'or a long time dugum
unprofitable and revolting narratives of
animal torture, but the of thiat
body affected to defy public opinion, and
remained callous to the expression;ef
better feelings. At the meeting of the
21st Febroary, and in the presence .of
the Austrian, archdikes, the ballot for
the election. of one of those faveurise
tarturers came on, when, to the stter
dismay of the managers and his promos<
ters, this otherwise-unexceptionable cans
didate was black-balled; and that by the

most exttaordinarily pumerous
which has of late ym._g_uem

meetings of the Royal Society.,.. ., ; ,
G ; e "F.R.S.H
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