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fimplicity of her drefs and counte-
pance, might akofether have a con-
fiderable influence 1n heightening the
effeft.  But if thefe added charms to
the mufic, the mufic alio added charms
1o thefe; and I refolved; as I fat, to

do the jufHee required to the enchans-
ing urt, and to pitture to the world
a feene of domeilic enjoyment, which
I (hould be happy to fee imitned in
cvery houfe I enter.

w. C.

Hn Effey aon the Enctisn SonweT; illufrated by a Comparifon
betsween the Sonnets of MiLTON and thofe of CHARLOTTE SMITH,

m‘ms things dre mote painful toa

generous: mind, engaged in the
purfints of Literature, than to obferve
the vame.._._no%_.n.?&na in favoor of
the models of eftablithed writers, by
which the wings of afpiring genius
arc fhackled, and the efforts om mo-
derninvention cenfured and reitrained,
This, however, is a mortification that
muft frequently occur to every one
who, furveying for himfe!f the region
of letters, cbferves how the hotours
of criticifim are conferred.  The pre-
rogative of name triumphs over the
naturaf ditinftions of merit; improve-
ment is decried as hesetical innova-
tion; and, in the court of Parnaffis,
as in thofe of law, 0 ¢ right, in op-
palition ta precedent, is frequently so
Mﬂ kr.\nﬁh-

With refpect to poetry, in particu-
lar, which m_.”m_” fo w%:n.r eaficr 1o cri-
ticife than to compofe, whata torrent
of pedantic prejudice have tafle and
common [enfe to encounter. Poerry,
the freeit daughter of ethereal gentus,
whofz charms frequently mnﬁozm upon
the bold and original eccentricity of
her flight—Poctry, the nurfling of
intelleftual freedom, has been unna-
terally doomed 1o the fharpeft op-
preflion of this critical bondage ; and
Having thas loaded her plomage with

_ thefe reiterated chains, we incer at
the degencracy withwhich fhe appears
to. lapguith, and wonder that {he no
longer foars with her wonted fublimity.

he immortal Homer rofe to the
unequalied beight of cpic poetry, be.
caufe his imagination was n:n_emmnm
by the chains of former precedent.
‘Why then Mhould even Homer himfelf,
be made a precedent to circumicribe
the operations of future inventon?

“Aa mv:,\o;._r_mhu sl §onrad Jlus heoried fu?
..Frwgzbv.s Nv Ml go Glase
.a.l:ﬁ W§..§...Ca.cs\<w

S

No one, T am fote, can admire
this fuperlative poct more than I my-
felf, or be moure enrapiured with the
beawtiful {ymmetry of that arrange-
ment, by which, in his Iiad, all the
charms of variety are blended with it
the advantages of the frifte® unity of
aftion. Yer (for who fhall dare tor
preferibe a boundary, to limit theope-
rations of human mtelleft) I cannot
fee the impoflibility of fome chofen
genius, at a futare day, prefenting the
world with a fpecimen of epic poctry
on a different, a more beautiful, and
even a more perfedt plan.  Should,
however, fuch a thing ever be pro-
duced, is it not evident from the pre-
fent {fentiments of the literary world,
that it muft fall dead-born from the
prefs, ftrangled in the very womb, if
1 may fo exprefs myfelf, by the pious
care of thele literary midwives the
critics, a8 a monfter too hideous for
exiftence?

But leaving this bold imagination
1o the experiment of fome happier
age, when poetic genivs fhall be
nourifhed by more liberal patronage,
I will venture to obferve, that, in the
more humble walks of poctry, (not-
withfanding all the empiricifm of
pedantic critics) there are fome who,
quitting the dull path of precedent,
have prefumed, with daring irregu-
larity, wofurpafs the celebrated writers,
for improving upou whofe models they
have been cenfured,

Among the foremolt of thefe is to
be reckoned the pathetic and elegant
Charlotte Smith, whofe illegitimate
fonnets {for the fpiritual coart of criri-
cifm has thought proper to baftardife
them) difplay a more touching me-
lancholy, a more poctical fimplicity,

nay

magezive, 9/
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“hay 1 will venture to fay, a preater

vigour and correttneds of genius, than
any other Englifh poems that | have
ever [gen, under the {me deromina-
tion: and 1 certaialy do not mean o
excrpt the fonnets of Milton.

Yetl remember to have heard fome
profefled critics exprefs a very difler-
ent opinion upon this fubjeét; wnd
that, 100, upon no better argument
than their nonconformity to tertain
wrbitrary regulations, ¢« more honoured
{according to my julgment, at leaft)
in the breach than the obfervance.”

To crticifim of this kind 1 was by
no means difpoted o lillen with fileut
attention.  But what was my furprifc
when I heard one of thefe * mighty
lords of literary fway,’ after dwetling

for a conhderable time upon the praiics

of one of thole minor wits, whofe
pafive abedience to the dogmas of
the crivical divan had fecured his ap-

- probation, conclude his pasegyric by

obferving, that + his Sonnet was ia
Milean'sbeft ityle ; wiich was certain-
Iy the higheit of all pofiiblz praife.’

Whether this be the cale or nor, let
thofe decide who have peruled Milton's
Soanets with pleafuve : for my part, |
confefs, I read them as a talk; un-
willing to be entirely ignoraut of any
of the beautics of thie author of thote
many fublims and wonderful pafiages
that dignify the Paradife Loft, under
whateves piles of dullnefs or pedanitry,
thole more o5fcure beauties might be
hid.

Bat the critic ! am fpeaking of,
was not content with adding the cload
of his incenle to the effulgenceof a
reputation too cftablithed to b injared
even by injudicious praife; he muft

alfo clond, with as ill-founded cen-.

fure, the yifing {plendour of our poc-
tical Aurora, and eriticife what he ap-
peared 10 want tafte to enjoy.

¢ Little elegies,” faid he, © confift-
ing of four ffanzas and a couplet, ars
no mare fenwets than they are ¢pee
porms) ¢ Be it fo thed, replied I, ¢ eall
them epic poems if you will. "The
time is coming, [ hope, when we
fhall eftimate things, not by their titles,
but their ments,” < But,” contioued ke,

U799, qag- 1

* the fornet 19 of a particular and
arbicrary condirullion ; it partakes of
the nature of blank verfe, by the lincs
runsing inte each other at proper in-
tervals.'—* Why not write th:ta i
blank wveefe then? For | oappeal 0
cvery reader of poctry, whether this
13 the deferption of u kind of verl
cation ever agrecable in Engluh
riyime, ex.ept, wdeed, in poenss of
foine length, where it is occufionally
introduced, with great fuccels,
relieve the car fromn that faticry,
which the unilorm harmony of the
couplet mighe eife prodece? But
matk the pedantry ef the rule dhat
follows.

¢ Fach line,’ continucd he, © of the
firft eight, shynics sor times, arn thz
order m which thefe rhymes Mhould

rie) :

ludepeadert cf the difficulty of this
{for labour, wity 6 cridic, is & ré-
quifite wsm-f..._.?_.» of brauiy) 1t is nur
coough thar ail the yruces of foum are
hefiowed by nature, and wofe of mo-
tion and g fure by a polused culi-
vaton, Lour spon hour mult be de-
voted to th- teifer, tha: the ha d of
art may be confpicaous in the linith-
ing.—lndependent, | fay, of the dit-
ficulty of this, in a lunguage whole
thymes do n. ¢ iow with tiar copivus
faciiry, which di:inpuithes the lra-
lian terminations, ket me again ap-
peal to the ear of theexer,
bim, whethor even ome of the mok
beautiful wanzas in Spectes (iwlich
only onc of the rhy vus is repeaied o
the taurth, amd anotuer to the thed

quent resvrteser of fitail

and whetner ovon e cxquifire o

of Deaitie does !
more than it gains by the relhaces
of th's farm of veriification ?

+ Of Milten's Taghth fonner,” pur-
fued i eritic, *only that o O v r
Cromwell ends with a coorer; bat
that fingle intlance is a fuficiont pre-
caedent.’ ¢ Biave!” fad [, *dorsnct
this imatter a litt2of tie anthorite.ive
wifdom of the Romanlaw, wlhen cve y
haity judement of 4 £iiih or tyvau-
nical emperor, became a precedent for

1 F Towe

ipery uberiiey
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the regu'ation of future jodgments requifites called for by the critic, tharr
n 1y kumble opinion, the fonmet ter-  in the fullowing

minating with a coepler, would not
have been a whit lefs brastiful, even
though Milton had omitted this lingle
initanee.’

“ The fvle of the fonmet,’ conti- On the
nved the eriic, &m_.":.i:m © reply  And bid gay dicams from Morphews' airy
to 12 heeatious an oblervarion, ' fheuld wurrt,
be nervous; and where the fubjet  Fluat in byht vifion round
wil properly bear elevation, abiime ; head 1 ) .

S which _':u:m.:n.:v‘ of _.._:W:nnn . W e of mﬁ_ thy ___n.::,mnm. puiial _vcs.a._,_
by no means incompatible. - If the ©9 his hanl bud the peafint throws him
f.hjeet is familiir and domeftic, the dowen ;

; AL And the pour [La boy, in the rudeft hour,
fivle (hould, though affietionate, be  Eujoys thee more than he who wears 2

T Steep,

¢ Come, balmy Sleep | tir™d nature’s foft
IRIEIR!

f I temples all thy poppies fhed ;

my aching

vigorous; thoagh plain, enerpesic, Crown.

With thele oblirvarions 1 do per- Clafp'd in her faithtul fiephords guardian
foltly comcide, that [ have only s,
guoted them, to fhew that all the Well may the village girl fweet fumbers
¢/fintid qualizies required by this hy- prove
peraiitic are o be found in the fon- < theys O gentle
nets, which it was the bufiaefs of bis charms,
eriveifn to decry. What, for ex. rake o i, Therrs, s o,

. at, X~

Bue kil thy apiate ard dott thow deny
ample, can be more nervous or fub- To cxim the aaxious hrealt, to cletz the

ime than the following fonnct from threaming eye,”
the novel of Linmeline ?

bR eafte thy

] o vor is it any ferious objestion to
Fur on the fonls, the low, metiing thle,  (he excellence of this founer, that
n.h_ i .m:n ' ___:‘..:.,. feems to How, fome ot the .uaz_wnm are borrowed from
And o'vr the werld of wate Sy d .

other pocts; fince the feleflion znd
arrangement fuficiently prove the
tafte and judzwiant of the writer, and
her clavm to imaginatio is futficienily
fubftantiated by what fhe has added,
of equal merit, of her own,

‘The amiable foliciiude with which
Mrs. Smith has beva careful o quote
the paflages fhe has made ule of, is
an argument of the Lberality of her
mind, o5 well as the frequent tribures
of 2pplaude, fie has paid 16 the genins
of contemporary and deparied writers;
a liberality thar faould have ficured
And as Aot the fonnet on £ her feom the harih ,:.n...." et of puny

15, hew enchanting is the nipgy STiHCs. B ”_w- coli cuteriy ef pe-

i< wrimer — dantry 1s infenfible 101 fuel appeals

of candour.  ‘Liieredzein-, however,

W a patlge, i Young's ¢ Nigit

Theaghts,” which has eteaped the at-

temion of Mrs. Smitk, 10 which the

leafl of tiuis funnet has fome
ebijgatiuns : —

L SRR
e 7
w [l pingn

heaven, wr i ¢

And the twanty-feventh,

boties T tee von hute troop it play, fc.

Euten imaginazien conceive a
more chavning aiiociation of all the
2z
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But to proceed with the converfa-
€ion : my critic expatiated on irun,_..a
called the great models of perfedtion
for the fublime amd for the domefic
fonnet, In this difplay of critical
acemen, I found that he wand.red
fometimes into the regions of ob-
fewrity ; for, with whatever attention
I regarded his eloquent declamation,
I fourd it not ealy to develope his
meaning, I confidered, roicf.n:.:__ﬂﬁ
a licle obfeurity in thele fubjetis,
either in the writer or the {peaker i
not amifs, 1t gives an air of myltery
to the oracular hat, that perplexes the
judgment of the hearer, and induces
hir to implicit fubmiffion, thathe may
avoid the trouble of unravelling the
meaning. .

« The great models of .vnqmnrnraa
for the fublime and domethic funaet.
w—Domefiic founet fom] (hall never get
paft this word. I have heard of do-
meltic virtues, domefiic enjoyments,
domeitic animals, demelbic atenfils,
&¢. but never of the domeitic fonnet
hefore. When we hear a eritic talic-
ing of domeftic poetry, would we not
fuppofe he alluded 10 _,o_._._m art of
cookery in rthyme 7—But, ¢ The mo-
dels,” continued my criric, ¢ for the fub-
lime and for the domeitic fonnet are
Milton's ¢ T'o the Soldier to fpare his
Dwelling-place,’ and "o Mr. Lau-
rence,”

Let usbring them bafore the reader,
then, that he mey know what per-
fedtion is.

SonmweET ViZl.

Whenthe Affaudt wat intendedon the City.

« Captain or colone], ar knight in arns,
Whole citance on thefe defeucelefs doors
may leize, )
1f deed of honour did thee ever ?....@_.h.
Guard them, and himy within proted? from
barms.
He can requite thee, for he knows the
’ charms
That call fame en fuck gentle alls as
thefe, ]
And he can fpread thy name o'er lands
and leas, .
Y¥hatever clime the fun’s bright
, waris.

Lift not thy fpear againgt the mulc's
bowser: .
The great Emathion conguerer did ?u«o_
The houle of Pindwas, when empe
and tower .
Went to the preund : and the repeated 2ie
Of fad Elvetra’s poet halthe power
To fue th' Athesian walls from rum
_.._u:.._ :

Suach is the funnet adduced by my
very critic ; and | Bcz.no:mnw..z.un
romwith'landing that it is not entircly
free from ¢ certain hardnefles,” on
which he expatiated much, a _._ov._“n
fornet it is ; yet n..ipw::_. rot equal in
fublim:ty of expreflion, either to chat
of Chatlatte Smith above quated, oF
the one * 1'o Fortitude, that ¢ Writ-
ten at Penhurft, in Auturun 17887
or that ¢ Written in the Church yard
of Middicton on the coaft of Suffex,’
by the fame lady.

¢ Prefs’d by the moon, mute arhirels of
tides,
Wiile the Joud equinox its power com-
bines,
The feu no more s fweiling furge con-
fines, . )
But o'er the fhrinking land fublimely rides.
The wild blaft, rilmg fiom (he wetun
ave,
Drives the hnge hillows from their heav-
ing ?.m i )
Tears from ther graffy tombs the village
ad,
And _.:..n_.;#m the filent {abbath of the grave!
With thetls and fea-weed mingled, un the
fhore,
Lot their bones whiten in the frequent
wave,
But vain to them the winds and waters
rave ;
They hear the warring elements no mores
While I am doom'd —by kif’s long ftorn
opprelt, . .
To gaze with envy on \heir gloomy red,
Perhaps it is not faying too much
to declare, that in the narrow compafs
of thefe fourteen lines, are Sn_c.mn.n_
all the requifites of gaod poctry 5 vivid
painting, numeanus harmony, :&m
limity of %o:m%. and expreflion, an

ciccle  pathos of fentin.ent. 'What, in par-

ticalar, can furpals the thought of
3F 2 break-
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ngothe filent fabbah of the any fubjedts whatever, that czpn com-

Lut 1o retirn o Miltow, proe with che fullvwing of Mys,
vifer medel of peife: 1 Saurth,
fird, 1 uls

SoRNET Iv.
To the Moon.
of the filver bow ! by thy pale
'

By

SonwnET NN
Fo Mr, Lan oonve.

i

Acove and jrendics, 1 delight 10 {tray,
il we fometines e, and by Aand weaeh the thadew 1 bl g i the

n five theim,

Hop waie a follen day, what may be Ovmurk the toating couds that crofs thy:
Y.
I gaze, thy mild and placid
Wv_n
On faweher, 4l Favonjus re-inipire Shals 1 Iuficalin npen my troubled hreafly
The teeen enrthy aud cluthe :.__zir And :: I ehink, (air planet of the night,
Thac i thy ol the wigiehod niay liave
2l roiz, thae neigher fow'dd nar

aors of the et p bape may go,
S by deatheeto thy bunignaag

-
1ad ehiliren of deipair and woe
vt b shesy her cup ut forrow here,
wtotivt Tioon may veach thy world fen
I

i
> Peorweaid pilgrmin this toiling feene 1

SoNwET xuxv.
CShould the lone wanderer, fainting on
i he Lol cnotgh to Dy, his wary, . ,
A T farg il ... moment c.H the m:m:.u" hours,
e and o gaod verbication <M _1,”. _:nm. rv ¢ taens and
ot Ve fisely, taee is Fluck the witd e, or weodbi e's gad-
1t that Nirs. smith newd e Howers ;
] I 4 tvme, thar in the Weating ay wreaths, beneath fome fhele-
huly effaions of this ctanring e1in tree,
writer e woukd be diteult 1o ¢ id a2 The finfe of lurow he awhile may lofe ;
fepuct that admits 2 fair conpariipn $9 hove Lbaugie thy owers, fair Poely'
Win the Botent s but of the eight, Sou u__ .n_ :__.4 way, with Friendfhip and
:__E 4 €1 vy in her colletnion, u:..%u._ﬂ,”ﬂ _H“._n“s. arows life's unitappy da
H_. u &. .w,.o oue that :.can_ .E..:.: 0 Dark with _..F.%%.c of evil yet 1o ncanm
e vie wde ef ir; L there b pencil fickening Fancy throws away,
are fome of Themn : And weary Hope reclines upon the tomb ;
P tan Aad poinis my withes to thae tranguil
robut fuome Glicleu. gr - . thore,
3 HHAL fe Gced s, “mity, in Where the P : fpedtre Care, purlues ng -
Foor of her Tater con oo, oo e
ti2 wdeption of the Ir , Tznorance may perhaps admire the
Lt bk up e teing, but common fenfe will fay
™ twic for the tate, of the man who
F e ghe Werels inafles of phould refule to be pleafed wich theie,
r.. P UV menies oFeach, |t te becaufe they are not what he chufes
edmicer of o'y fon rer, “ring for- w term rhe true sinnef.  'The meaning
£v0 of jis comp.iition, vgen ¢f tuz word fommet is nothing more
: - than

weond
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i or kittle poom ; and if own ; and underitanding you in nvan
ﬂwuvna_ﬁ“_h.\ﬂhm::ﬂ 0 wR_.n:_H the jenfe, ! cerdiny hall rot ncunﬂmm_qw..
number of lines which it is to cunlift you. .b:& as for ”_._.n w_....ncﬁ i ﬂ
of, it is certainly two much to fubmit e i of a_nr.@ e To .Wn._m
to them alio the exaét fuccelion of ncver Wm_cd_u:n ﬁ.c § n..: /.:352“—:2.
the rhiymes. ‘This oE__:_,.En:. to be net, .:: i Hatter :é.# , is .na_.M e
left 10 the gentus of Uie writer ; or at of linile coatequence, _?m:; i vt
lea.t to that of the language. . tan prove the fauer _cr.rﬁn_m_mar T

cBut Oh!' fays the critic, *this of a dr.ser chara i whid f:nm |
.u..:mE:n the art of poetry too ealy. ihal do by the foliowing quotations.
The tonnet is eertainly tne molk difli- .
cult’ (be might have _,..Emnm the mot Mirzens SoxweT 1.

fGed) tipecies of compoution i

wﬂnh&w;:%ﬁm_ fubiiued w cxeel- To the Nigheingale,
lmce.”  Since when? 1 ould be o nightineste, dhac on yon bloomy Gray
n_E._ to kiow, _:.5_7;«& andE..u_g_n - S..":Zn:nrn eve, when ail the wouds
hat ) ¢ i cader 15 cle~ are flill,
“.w”.n..n_.m."—"._”ﬁu. ”_n_.m”md“u.m%u“_q_.r ary pro-  Thon with _r....? hape the lover's keaut -
duchion of genius, 3t 1s a ruuter of wni ._._nw ﬂ_:..,. howrs lead o prepitions
fmall conteguence tu him, w 75 was e Mg t i
the v giec of trouble or facility with Thy Tiquid notes that clofe theeye of
which that produttion was compuied :

day
wmherwiie the more coftive the Lrain of g0 16000 before the Dallow cuckoo's

t, the greater ought 10 be the beil, ) ] ,
MM_HAW” of ﬂrm _.nuLn:uwwocmr Tbhes  Portend fuccels in love; O if Jove's
y i it wi h will
rn.”. _—ns general it will be eaactly the Have link’d that amorous power to thy
revesie. L . ) oft Iny .

N E:”.. mna__ﬂzw m.ﬂ”“_“s_m“.w rwwn—hms Now :::.,_.__. fing, cre the rude bird of
mirer ol Milten,

-~ hate
told, that the regula fonnet fuits not Forcteil my hoptlefs voom in fame grove
the nature or genius of our Ianguage. wigh;
Surely this affertion cannot be de- . Ay ihor from year to year haft fung tos
a3 pot late

umpﬁ;ﬁua“m:hhm .nwnwnmo_.o " For mv relief, yet hadit no reafon why :

‘ <M.J.. true,” replied 1, farcattically ;  Whether the mule, or love call thee his
“we certainly canndt demoyftruic 4 ne- Both zﬂnwnv— ferve, snd of their trais
gative. But the prefumption being o L
very (trong, let us liften to yoar de-
monflration of the oppofite tatt. a To which I hall contral

¢ With alf my heart," continued he,
with much nxcﬂuﬁ.—o__ 140 1ot ﬁw.:. CuarcuTi g SM1TH'SSONNET vIT.
“ﬂs M_., mmmﬁ..__wndwﬂwu ﬁm_:n_._ﬂﬂw J-M_w. On the Deyarture of the Nightingale.

fou . . . .
Sn”ﬁ: they are not all free from cer- (o .o poet af the woods—2 long adieu }
tain hardnefles, have a patho, and a Farewell, foft mindlrel of the early n_m_
greatnefs in their fimplicity, fufficent Ay ‘twill be long ere thou Malt fing
legimate fonnet to anew, L
”n“&ﬂ“&h.@oﬂm ;..m..m\.- taffe; they pol. And pour :J. mufic on the ¢ night's dull
3 ear. . .

fels a charalferiflic gravs, > hich can Whethev on Spring thy wandering flights
never belong to three elegiac flanzas v,
clofing with a couplet. ) , Or whether filent in our groves you dwell,
¢ Perhaps, byg reader of juf! :q.n,.. The penfive mufe hali own thee for her
faid I, * you mean nothing more than mite, , "
a R&.ﬂ. with jult fuch a taite as .wnE. And Rl !.2&— the fong fhe loves moaﬂ.anr
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thall gl

Thiro” the lane brake that thades thy moly

neft;
And iiephend gils,
thadi hide
The gratls bird who {ings of pity hett :

For itiH thy voice thail fuft atFettivns move
aud to loce !

Add (hli be dew to arTow,

Now putting the Juft rugde aud b

radderfhic graces of She ¢ Tiic eutir

out of the quetiion, lor e apredl to
aay overofpoeiry, which of Uiei-fon-
rets hils his mind, his tancy, hiv car,

with the fweete 1 allociations ol lent

ment, imagery, and harmoay ? W hich
fiows with the easielt and moit at-
1 truz fomet-like
veritficaton of Miwn, o the elenie
Ny,
0 all expofes the
e reguiar toanet,
] the fonnrets of
Mihen, the iaff fiv lines, for which
...._E.r. 15 mote licence, and which
indeed are left entiely o the wfle
of the writer, are emuemly {eperior

trachive grace,

fanza of Chadntc Sinith ?
and what more 1
diladvantazes of
s, that in almoit al

0 e eight that precede,
I hall conclude with obrerving, that
a5 1L was my fule detign (o vindicaze

The TEMPLE f WearTu:

1 was one evening meditatin
g ‘5
on the great eagerucls of mor-

L&m

tils o obiain v ealth, 1 grade ily &4

w0 a geade lumber. My imawing-
Boa bany imprefled with Che imares
whieh ic had formed Juiing 1he lime
oo my reverie, ictindy ter to worls,
@t L found myiclf at tie bottom of 2
=p and craggy mounain, on the
fop of which there appeared 4 palace
built of foid gold, 2ad adorucd with
a varwty of jeaels, pearls, damoads,
and other prec’ous fiones,  Te gates
were of the moft tranfparcut eryital ;
and, in Dort, it was the moit {plen-
did ftrodtore that moral cyes cver
beheld. At the hottom of the moun.
tain, { oblerved an innumerable crowa
o people, of varions nacdons, ae
dently pazing ar che Tofiv nandion,
ant ag Qpuag e cimb wp o

froms eyes prafane

THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE

With caations fkep, the love-lorn yduth

the freedom of Englih verie from the
pedaatic chains of the Iralian fonnet,
aud not w0 deery the meritof a writer,
whom every lover of poctry muit bow
to with venerasion, | have unitormly
teeated the cumortal Milon with the
wgeolt  candour, quuting wone Lot
lu- beit fonoets, that the quelion
might be treated in the faired and

o conclulive manrer.  Whoever
thall calt bis eve over the litle poems
of thatgreat malier of che epic lyre,
ar even ruter to the worlt of them
quoted by Dir. Johnion, with his uial
Rindnets, e il ghratien of the word
sennet, i his dictonary, will be
canvine:dy that if 1 had a heare bafe
crough to auzmpt to injure dhe re-
pataiion of this awtul poer, 1 might
nave made a differen: {uledtion.  Bar
the whole rozion of poctry is not to
Le feized with one gratp.  Every
provincs has its {eparaze competitors,
Qver the epic field, Milcon, of ali Bri-
tith bards, tiumphs without a rival,
Shakipeare in the dramade, and in
the iwnnet, Charivtte Smith,

) T.

A ifisn,

Some ferou: at firft wizh great alacn.
tv, and, by dhe afhitance of 4 god-
.a.,_u. called Forwune, made an anaz.
mg progreds; but I took notice that
the Ackle breing fuddenly deferred
:F._.z_ and thev came dowa ‘With much
Em::"v.. risngled, ey, and difap-
petvted. [ obierod alie thar thefs
perfons were received ot the bolwm
with ¢ malignant joy by thalk whq
id made the Ihe unfuceeisful o
temps, or tofe who hid pro.ecded
but a litile way 5 becanle, whea the
toracr had made a fuccelsful progrefs,
they delpied and trimphed over
tivle whom they had lef: behind,
Otiwers [ oblerved afecnding wirh co:-
fidecabie iucces for 2 Mort tinie;
but, when ¢ 2y came to a cergain
Flace, they werd aceoled by a yeor
ey e ang of a molt bewsoh-

iog
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ing countenance, attended by two
allusing females.  “T'he yocth, who
was called Prodigality, | faw put on
the appearance of a very amiable
perfonage named Good Humour, and
affelt the air of fettivity and joy w0
fuch an extreme, that | was induced
to {uipedt him an impoftor. [, there-
forc, watched him parroaly, and dil-
covered that, though he put on the
appearance of mirth and joy, his bo-
fom was continually torn by remoite,
conicioufnefs of guilt, and fear of pu-
nithmene; and that his body was
wailing away by the private ataks
of a hag, called Imempersace, ‘L'ne
wvo females were Pleafure and [Hlicit
Love. Thefe, by their enticzments,
gradually brought baci the perions
whom they met, to the place waence
they fet out, and then lelt them with
derifion and feorn.  Some, whom L
obierved fet out, proceeded a very
fittle way before they weee met by a
w;nn?_ perfonage, who invited them
into a building, wierein 1 faiv de-
pofited a vat number of books in all
arts and fcicnces, claffed in their fo-
veral ranks, befile feveral voluuble
colleCtions of natural carivfities, and
of all the machines which have ever
been invened for the nproven:ent of
the arts. Some fuw, 1 perceived,
were fo taken up with itudying the
contents of thls delighuful repafiory,
that they forgot the journey on which
they fer our, and did not recullect
their firlt defign, till they ware too
well pleafed with their prefent abode
to quit it for an uncertainty. S_m_wn
I was gazing at this edifice, which
was calied the T'emple of Science, a
new traveller ar the foor of the hill
arracted my actention.  He fet out
with the utmett carefulnefs, and con-
ftamily examined the ground, before
he made any confideiable progrus.
He went on for fome time i this
cautious manser, €l he came (0 a
place where there were two roads
which led to the top of the hill ; the
one guarded by Virte, the ather by
Vice. Thele two rcads were very
contiguous 9 each other, amd \he
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bowndary Letween them was ka flight,
that it was with diticalty difcerned
by thufe whofe eyes were rendercd
auin by she miik of felfiincereft. The
traveller hetitated a long time, whicn
of the patiis he thould chufe 5 for that
of Vice femed mucheafier and fhorer
tha. chat of Virtue, which appeared
rough, ftrep, and dificele of accels,
Lebde Vies, attended by Pleadure,
tulicited the traveler in fpecious terms
to enter upers her path 3 and ibe wouald
have pravaiied, had it vot been for the
interpniition of a grave perfonage
called Usafeicnee, at whofe inftiga-
on he at icogil entered on the path
of Virtue. However, as | {aid be-
fore, the rouds being very contiguous,
Vice and Plealure went by the fide of
the romd, as near the path of Virtue
as they could, and, by their magical
arts, gradually rqifed the mitt of telf~
intereit before the eyes of the travel
ler. When firt the miilt apprared,
he endeavoured to drive it away;
but it gradually became thicker and
thicker, ¢l be could no longer dif-
tinguith the boundaries, and infenfibly
ftrayed into the path of Vice, whe,
by her sllurements, prevented him
from rewarning. Fle had not ad-
vanced far before he was met by
Conftience in a rough unfeemly gar-
ment, and armed with a monftrous
whip of fnakes, Her vilage was tre-
mendous, ard her eyes flathed witiv
fire, when, with a terriblz voice, fhe
aiked him what he did there. The
man was ftruck dumb, and Confei-
ence with her whip was preparing 1o
drive him out of the deteftable paih,
when an evil genius, ramed Avarice,
came, and encouraged him to oppofe
the punither, and gave him fuch ef-
feftual affifiance that Confeience was
at latt conguered.  When fhe was
gone, Avarice accompanied the man
on his paffage, in order to guard him
againkt any awack from the fame
quarter.  They had not travelled far
in company hefore they were joined
by 2 perion of a mofl maligrant lock,
caiied Envy, who confianily made a
praluce of pointing out to the tra-
veller




