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5
d exten-
. rs, whose wonderful talents and ex .
oot only the great but almost the sole criterion of f| haso philosophie ..3..__ tn ina page of sophistry, or a line
) ¥ m. . ) ¢ ' y T ) re qum #:oﬁ._m&mn Oﬂ.m;___.m«a,ﬁ%fﬂa.%# X o2 ,%# il
tmerits of administration; they make patriotism dwindle f abortive wit, all that Milton studie , or Llinhi :
- into parsimony. Yet in the eye of the enlightened poli- ° M.Em._ become the models of iumble imitation to their
tician, honour, ultimate security, publiciorder, the power oy

i ductions and labo-

thren. The sagacious de : x
%m”_w.&ﬂmqw of Ecce mwao and Tom Paine, are ?.::.
ﬂojm& to the unenlightened readers tirough the vebicle
Lw” newspaper; and the purchaser who chauces to be

of givinir pecuniary aid to suffering :mwmgo:a. hold a
still higher rank. The authors alluded to confine them-
selves to vague charges of emnbezzlemen , and clamor for®
radical reform, without examining and stating distinctly

i | of a candid discussion
ily seduced into the perusal of a candid d
Ervors i reguirines b iy of amendment. ==as._=._w& sin. or the tenets of the GES_,EE.. is mron#mw
Rroneeto 210 Bepes chn e i yeem o c__owwnua._:mﬁmu by all the insidious and malignant m_..s._
finance to aless degree than in any other, but they are stiil MZ T en, tofdeliy. The punishment o U»“_m
considerahle 1 and he who, scrutinizin every arrange- ﬁao e from Rvamm:_m o Emoon..mm_:m ﬁﬁm:.
ment according to sound principles of political economy, Faa , B Ciniatia voligion, on its profes-
should point out and press them on the attention of the repeated ozwnw o 1 establishment, presents them
legislature, would do a real and exemplary service. No- Sqwm%w_c““ﬂ e%o. M.m o e ion against the ann_,oworm..
Clling for siten. mevenrn geperalities, wd by .m..__a__s of ministers and judges on the liberty of :z”u ﬁ””nm
calling for violent measures, which perhaps could not, wo_. the last “twelve months the ?.omm_sm:ﬂm.. cm_.azmwo:m
. , i ity of politico-re
E_M“dmmﬂw “.___:_.«N s.mmcE :ﬂ. Na ”_M_ o_”mﬁ_.n det JBm:m:o: to ad- ~ has been mg_._o_aa..w n the ovmmsﬂ. w:.n nw.._.:vn& e h
minister ﬁﬂmﬁﬂﬂ “_m_muwﬁ ovm.mmm%:n Mm the |lowest orders of ._8_»8950%_»:@ Sr.__m z__.m MM %w _UEEQ TP oes its me:
y i i k atriotism, th phistry escap

kocicty, the same affectation of intuitive sagacity and in- ”_wﬂn Eqﬂméuo _Mu. ite mmi.p.; svasion of Hhis:sfasute.
stinctive rectitude on subjects which have baffled the , “

1 am, Sir, yours, &c.. ¥
acutest intellect, and the most exalted genius, are obser-

. (To be _‘nmga....m._y 5) 24i-TD-
vable in their attacks, sometimes bl sphemous, and :r,..::w Poets, mn.iwn ,10 (AOV. 181 v__ k
sometimes jnsidious on the fundamental doctrines of the

Christian religion. They frequently dismiss with a su- “ : ,

percilious, but most probably a sardcnjc sneer, orina LIVING POLTS.
tone of infallible decision, those im portant and obtrusive

questiens which have baffled the acutepess of a Paley, o - the
and defied the laborious iavestigation ofla Newton and 2 S.m““ 1 contrast the vigour of mind .M_w_w—__“wmﬂ“ﬂ otor
Bentley. The doctrine of a Trinity in the hands of 2 writer in your last number, who analize s o exprosses
¢kilful masterdike Cobbet, is of the most easy solution ; the of Wordsworth, with some of the %.Eﬂ..:mqo that he
Exzaminer, trusting to the evidence of msz unblemished in that criticism, I find it difficult to nmmm by doubting
copecience, calmly sits down to the composition of delivered his real thoughts. He nwaaﬂui 1 nw?.nrms d
weekly nonsense, aad monthly doggrel, 2nd intimates, en the accuracy of a_proposition which Hw.: lish muse has
passant, that the devil is a very useful mnd entertaining would venture to deny, viz. ¢ that the Ling 4 that her
baing, that Moses was on ideot, and that the practice of less dotage, 2

ompared with the vigot

sunk into a state of hope
public or private worship is in evidence ﬁw complete and

surabie sil noss. The wo i H . o bec
; . hint mightiest efforts are not t
silly « -ABE op i ry and the witticisms of g



349 Declension of poetical genius.

and brilliance of the productions of elder times.”
may be the causes of this declension
greater extent thau I am at present dj
cute; but of the declension itself I en
There are branches of literature in
ancestors. The rescarches of science have been extend-
ed, am] illustrated by experiment, in mfcr a manner as to
reduce the theories of our predecessors almost to the
dreamns of children. Historical composition is the ex-
clusive growth of the last sixty wmm%. There was no.
thing in our language that could aspire to the dignity of
history before the works of Hume, obertson, Gibbon,
Henry, and Stuart appeared.  Philosophy also enlarged
her boundaries within .the same periof.  Bat in poetry,
In works of fiction, in all that emanates from a fervid
imagination and a creatjve fancy,our ptetensions are poor

indeed compared to thoge giants whose labours have de-
scended to us, t

Your correspondent says ‘“ there is nothing in the cir-
cumstances of modern society, but whay, should lead us
to expect as great a display of poetical genius in our own
as in any former age.” [ was a'little javlmmm at reading
this inconclusive position. To all human undertakings
there are inevitable limits. We can Hut attain these li-
mits; we cannot c’erleap them, The figld that is alrendy
reaped, must be sown with fresh seed, ere it can be again
productive : agl they who follow must be content with
a few scattered gleanings. Boundless |as the excursive
faculties of man may seem, it will be found in fact that
he is confined to a Very narrow space, and that when he
can penetrate into no new regions, when e can astonish or
delight by no novelties, he satisfies himself with working
0to new forms of elegance and variety the materials
which have been already used. He who s deeply and
familiarly conversant with the writings of Chaucer,

Spenser, Miiton, Dryden, Pope, Thoms n, and a long et
cetera, will find no diffieultv in cmnnie o b s :

What
is an inquiry of
Sposed to prose-
tertain no doubt,
which we exce oyr

infeviority of our living ones it is

Finished nohitense of WordswGrir. a3

is chi odification of something z:w.w

bave _.Um moo?v,ww“”w:m:w q“&m: they depart from %M:
had m_ﬁu .._u v :“ disgust by affectation, or repel M
models it _mm.n would be easy to find in the noral sﬂ
%ms”._:w. ress of soctety an adequate cause m.o_.. ”ro
%::mw_.?.o&. our early poets: but to account for the
superiority O only necessary to _.msm”_._

hat they have lived above a century ,oona_wmmm. L
_x:.,u Ily-excellent they have found Ea-o.a Doy of
:..u_ b _.3_ Uﬂ_,.nsw__m..ﬁ.w the most devoted ido '
wil boldy alter Scott, or Wordsworth, tQ an.._ro.“”.
mo_;._.ww. 4".; . of Smm.q works that mrm: cmm_.. aoB%o:n
p_x::.o: or?hw that the most casual inspecticn .w: o
son with ﬂ» w ould immediately present. ;__,__m”qmsmm o
o e fﬁ_ our correspondent hos se amﬂw Jaworth.
e o o et g

. d i ildish sim ,
Rl e o e e
ﬁoszﬂm Am owever, at the Jescip ™ contain his emo-
ig in extacy, | its ear. How would he <t | the amuse-
o r, Wordsworth should describe l e
et of a fursery, from Moster Tommy ot b
ments of a

4 mimic kitchen?
; i dol! and mimic Kik A
_ : wocy with b7 181 ensations 0
_S_.m.m. e _.(H,MMM imﬂ. the same nu.na:_m__“wmcfm .
m.”._wr_mwﬂam;_.cﬂro_. descriptive effusion ios ’ c,_.:_x.
“__M_,_am_.m 4 ¢ gnow white ram” 18 S€€0 up

« Ayd in the crystal :_.SBM o
Another, and the sume mos e
This reminds me o*,.w finishe %
Mr, Wordsworth's minor poem z e
¢t The swans on sweet St. r ".__ Ma...
Float double ; swan and sha

t to ex-
; further excep
il ne d this letter any o ahould have
I will not exten opesponde :
O e o The names o_ﬁ Zm“ﬁ
; ‘ore those
anish c&oqm. .
.H Sharidan. With

atifal ! . of
e of nonsense inon

press my wonder that y co:
penned the followiug mmzmmcpnrm?
singer. and Beaumont and Fletct
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314 The literary pretensions of| Welsted.

consent to place him by the side of Massinger, or the as.
soviated bards, and as to the others, I hold it absolute
?c?:.:% to name them as competitors. To appropriate
a witticism of the late Professor Por on, their works will
be read and admired, only when those of Massinger, Ford,
mﬁ:go_: and Fletcher, and Shirley, are forgotten : cer-
tainly not before,

I remaiun, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

October 5th, 181 5. W.

Ox 1ur POETICAL CHARACTER or LEONARD
WELSTED.
Sir,

Tue pages of your interesting |publication being
equally devoted to the sallies of wit, and the enquiries of
m::nmma. I apprehend you will feel nd reluctance in giv-
ing admission to the present letter. {The object of it is
to rescue, from unmerited obloguy, the memory of a man
of genius, who unfortunately happe led to provoke the
spleen of a satirist more 383_62# for the bitter-
ness than the truth of his invectives., He who could
select the author of the Careless Husband as the hero of
a poem which celebrates the glory of dunces, must be
considered as no infallible judge of mefit.

It must be allowed that many of the writers whom
wov.m. in the moment of irritation, or from the dictates of
vanily, consigned to a station in his Dunciad, were per-
sons of no ordinary taleut, and who had no other claim
to theangry and petulant notice of the satirist, but that
:_Q had opposed, censured, or ridiculed him. Among
this number was Welsted, whose works exhibit many
Proofs of taste and genius; but he offended P pe, and
_._.nimo:w his reputation was to be sunk. .E:H offence
consisted of some sarcastic lines which Welsted wrote
agalnst the “ What d’ye callit?” that celebrated abor-

Vigorous satirical effusion. 345

of a celebratel LiidsvhaenBap.. 1o [RYGNEE
e Dunciad, and attacked him in his Epi
ot. When the war was openly nos.un:oﬂ._.
Welsted buckled on his shield, and marched um»:ﬂ_m._“ m_:_ 3
antagonist. ‘T hat ke was no .imux opponent let the fol-
lowing character of Pope testify +— o
« Oh mighty rhymer, haste, new palms 1o heize,
Thy little, envious, angry m«::._-,gn.
Let thy weak, wiiful head, uarein d by n_-..ﬂ.
"Obey the dictates of thy flattering heart.
Divide a busy, fretful life, vmzﬁuw sl
} _m_. sing-song, vanity, an S
mﬁﬂz—.« “_._._wmm E.nim.a Emmnn. warm thy —_Em_.:m. pege;
And urge delirious nonsense into rage. )
Let bawdy emblems now a__q hours beguile,
Now fustjan epic, aping Virgil’s style;
To Virgil like, to Indidn clay e delfs
Or v._#cm....q. drawn by Jervas, (@ rs.,uﬁm... e
Reams héap'd o resms, incessant mays't thou blet,
A tittle, w_.mm.._nm. _mm_.n. a=o_w=a$ ..51. .“}uﬂ |
With all {thy might pursue, and sil thy wi r
That =Eff5?w thirst to mn_.___uvﬂu .u.ﬂ £
Giv'n atithy birth ! the poetaster’s gul m. R
_ False andl unsated as the eunuch’s Just, N
He & little of Pope's character who c4n ca—_ﬂm
that he these lines with indifference ; and .Bv”ﬂaa
truth must¥low that the pen which could produce

wasto be feared rather ﬂrnsrmm_w Enmwm col

The works of Welsted, whicih Were ‘oe lite-
lished in :ﬂq. by Johin Nichols, Lo i_..@u— our 5“_:“”. n__.mmwﬁ
rature is .:&mcsn_ for many valuable unoamm_on ..E:. o
of various ¢ssays in prosc and verse. He ﬁmmnqmam_uﬁmosm
bad received a good classical education, as _mm sttempt-
from Longinus, Horace, and Tibullus, _z.oqa.d e ot
ed the drama also, but much cannot be mmm_ .M_.:_n_.. with
his Dissembled Wanton, 3 comedy, though ! t be con-
some success, when first vm:.e_.a&. It Ecm.w orded
fessed, indeed, that in some of his mm._._w poems any feeble
‘o0 much HO,OE for u—uO—.ﬂmqm criticism, GQ m %

tion
him in th
Dr, Arbuthin

?2& and pub-




346 A poelical prophecy,

lines, and re-iteratcd tautologies, The following, for in-
stance, are selected from a poem on the victory of Oude.
narde, which contujns, however, many fine
happily and forcibly ex pressed. y
“ Hang on ther flight, aud hover o'er their rear,”
“ Hot in purenit, and eager in the chace.”
“ Resolves to stand the shock, and bear the fray.”
* Iligh, eminent, and all the ranks above,"

* Though to an empire born, and destined to a throne.”
“ That fancied kingdom, and that fairy realm,”

If the reader examines these lines, he will find that tle
latter half of each of them contains only an iteration of
the idea expressed in the first half. 'To * bang on the
flight of an army,” is surely o hover o'er their rear;”
to be *“ hot in pursuit,” is to be * ﬁﬂ.uﬁ. in the chace;”

and he who is * born to an empiré,” ;may be considered

as “ destin'd to a throne.” Faults sudh as these a young
writer may commit ; but when the crltic is in search of
€rrors, it caniot be supposed he will overlook them,
The poem, however, which contains fhese blemishes, is
not destitute of merit. The followin lines, descriptive
of the Duke of Marlborough’s exploits, may almost be
considered as prophetic of our living hero, who tian-

mnm-amEmmwmmn?&mnmmmo.. no less in :ms.‘w glory than
in moral excellence, .

thoughts,

*“ Yes, still that ornament of virtue's ame,
That mighty faverite and friend of fane
Shall, like great Cyrus, Heav'n’s immartal son,
Go on successful, ag he first begun,

Make haughty Galkia’s proudest tarrets bend,
Aud o’er the cantinent his arms extend :
A suffering monarch’s mjur'd cayse maintain,
Till he his empire has, her freedom, Spain:
That, thuy defeating Frunce's vast designs,

We may not tremble with her western fmines :
That the new woild, no more, may vex| the old,
Nor Europe’s freedom shake with India's gold.”

Welsted possessed considerabie powers of satire ; nor

A beauty in the reign of George I. 347

S is antagonist Pope
jo 1 think that 2y thing from his ST o o

Id be selected more felicitous in expression, fa
3:&2_ in cadence, than the following description ot 8
mu

nshionable beauty in the reign of George 1.

« Qur shining Picts® with borrow’d lastre ,..m_m:.
And o'er our lhearts, _.ios.,.o:m nmnﬁsmﬂ gain :
.ﬂ.m.u buy the artful beauties which .ﬂ_z,.“m ﬁ‘ww_..
And every nymph that is not .voou.. 18 H.S.__.h. )
To blend with skill the a.:._m.::.m _.ﬁ.r _,E :.94 s
And Euun_ the neck with __mam. not itvown ;
To teach the coral oii the lip .po stand, N
And polish with md:qzmw.: g..:_.nm. the haod : e
The swains, whose souls In dying .nth.._.E_.a M«m e
See not, they pine for wash, und sigh o_».. paste
Fach the complexion thapshe loves can frawe,
" And is, at will, another or the same: . .
Her, whog the evening'saw 8 gay v_..nam e
The Bc:ium oft admires in Jovely .umrm .
The same that sieeps with eye-brows o .Hu?_a ,
To-morray shines more saowy thun the mﬂw 3
She, on whose chegk too _.zmrn “rm “an_oa_. glows,
i he softer olive with theroses ...
w__””m_._cﬂﬂ_masy with mﬁi.. ummm__n :,Em er N
Another face, and mourns his mistress lost. -
I come ac,__ to a poem of Welsted's, which H. r_p.,hw M_M_.h
a . ! _ .
hesitation iW pronouncing emipently cmﬂ_..:.ﬁ_u Ea o
scriptions, Tt is entitled ** ».»nos. and .%“m_uwm,_. bty
Tale,” and tas first printed in the ?m% T o, and
a periodical | paper _u_.o._,mo_“m.@ by Anm __. i
carried o iv conjunction ﬁ%%w”””ﬂﬁg% oaly miniser
ciates, one 'of whom was Lr. fer, then O0Y B e
riparsh ? mo:.:_im_a._ﬂ_. J”__.. ”ﬂhwﬂ._a““ qh_ ".QNHMHS.. which
imacy of Ireland. Ttsti ¢ N ot
Mwsﬂww_ﬂ dpes not pussess ; for :_M_Mm_.m:.__m_mﬂwqum cpired
either licentious or irreligious: the I'f .s.:,_m rejudices.
only to au emancipation from unreason!
||l|\.|u\.\n.!|||.l|\||l‘|l\l\lll.
. ) mbers Will. :o...nwm.oa_vm s
will understand this term.

‘ Lo rems
* Every reader of the Spectator, ¥

er
pdventure wilh a Pict in the forty-first number,




Some of the essays are well written; but as a whoie 1shall now vnonawm. to make a few extracts from this

, Wi

dull and uninteresting . poem, which may iustify _:W@ovrzos I have expressed of
4 . . . e g or SRR e 0 2 3 ko s ) I ..
The porm of “ Acon and Lavinia,” unquestionabi: 1. The description of Lavinia [€aninfeaang poeios

sugpested to Thomson some ideas in his beautiful 2.:.

« The crowd of females shire in gay brocades,
sodcs of Palemon and Lavinia, and Musidora.  The lar.

And half their charms are lost in lights and shades:

ter, indeed, is founded upon an incident precisely similar, Hid in the rich embarrasaments of art,
only more chaste and delicate in its result. The lover o A nymph is, of herself, the m_Eu:.mmn part;
Musidora beholds and retires: thelover of Lavinia seizes Lavinia, nor with diamond sturs is drest,
the happy moment and triumphs. Let the sex deter- Nor rubies bieed 0 a_.oum_.n: on rmm. breast; "
mine which of the poets best understood iuman nature. The Persiau loom, E.:_am_;sq_zm Hmum.Ma.e.u R

"I'homson describes the « polished limbs" of Laviniu . She boasts more euvie graces uu 9.:. H

ird 1 ' No aid from cost she needs; for nature’s care,
‘“ Veil’d 10 a simple robe, their best attire,

Beyond the pomp of dress : for loveliness
Needs not the foreign aid of vrnament ;

But is, when unadorned, adorned the most.”

With a free hand, indulg'd her to be fair,

. Her glossy tresses wear the golden rm._n.

The lustre which i sunny rays we view:
Her rosy cheek a genuine vermeil dyes,
Welsted's Love Tale containg a parailel thought : And a bright blue, the fluid in rn_...mumi _
Behold her bosom, an expanded white, “

¢« She boasts more graces unadorn’d,” Opening lat large; the prospect of delight ! .

; ’ ' |
Many imitations may be traced between the two pocis, ' The finigh'd figure, not retouch nw«ﬁr
which clearly evince that Thomson was indebted :.. lmprints;a lasting image on the heart, w
Welsted. The following is a striking Eﬁq" Lavinia iy nva«u%; as a rebel to thé Joys o.w love,
'“ Every grace, | an apostate from the first duties of sn(‘;w ._#a % mcw.
Flushing anew, a mellow lustre shed : posed to have made a vow which, though of en L M..uumn .
As shines the lily thro® the crystal mild ; is never _wmnn but from the imm; of n:.. c.ﬂﬁb—.ga_ %.*.n”
Or ag the rose amid the morning dew, break it, to ** live and die a maid.” A A—qm_ . g gmﬁ_m—_
Fresh from Aurora’s hand, more usma_ﬁ glows.” of course hag many suitors ; but she rejects them m__"__u cM
I H 4 " 1 om
We!sted, describing Lavinia when E_;::n. says, the ambitious enjoyments of freedom. . baﬂo:_mnﬁ o
. . L who woo her is Acon, whom she hears with the
*“ Her pliant limbs the liquid waves divide, luct ! | -
And shine, like polish’d marble thro’ Hrw tide; ictance: , . . _ his fat
As lilies clos'd in erystal, court the sight. « Not ptoud to scorn, nor kind to ease his fatc,
With a new lustre, and a purer white.” | Aserse {0 love, but wanting power o ._m::n .
. . . : i mena,
_H.r therefore, notwithstanding the similitude of tha ! M*__u mneﬁﬁm:“. _“M.-Mm_..n_”““m”u“ Wc:.“ﬂam friend ;
Sn_.;m:r it might be thought probable that it occurred >_ﬂ m_.__r_Moo._Enmr.o she gave, und strove to show
mnoam::._:w to .:.m imaginatiou of Thpmson, it would She was not Acon’s, but his passion's foe.”
stll be impossible, or rather contrary tg the deductions E hat long, will be
of sound criticism to suppose that the' coincidence of The following extract, though somew rw.. f Wel-
the imagery also was purely adventitious. read with pleasure by those to whoin the worksp

iR,



SoU - dhe pleasure of studying nature.

sted are not familiar, It contains the ingident upon wiicl,
the whole tile turns, :

“ The scene that hless’d Lavinia’s leisulre smil'd .
With hills, and vales, and woods! a Eoo:::m wild !
She shunn'd the sultry ray in jusmine bowers ;
She trod on carpets of sweet-smelling flowers ;
Where'er she turns, luxuriant landskips rise,
And still she breathes in aromatic skies ;
For with the day spoutancous sweets EHm born,
And shed the fragrant freshness of the morn.
Echoes and rude cascades are heard arqund,
While, with soft 355.:«. through nr.mmzn—ﬁ_zmg gronnd
A winding rivulet shapes its silver flo R
And shows shining bed of sands beloy :
i.:_c&qw:l::m trees are rang’d on either side,
The branching shadows tremble in the ftide,
This chaste recess, this unfrequented shade,
By day for uymphs, by night for fairies made,
Lavinia’s hours, devoid of cares, employs,
And soothes her soul with fond romantic Jjoys.
Oft in the silver stream herself she views,
And, often pleas’d, her likeness oft ren: wa;
There grace in dress she ledrn'd, in Eoﬁo: ease,
Aud practised, though she knew not why, to please :
Now some poetic tale her mind relieves 4
And now she bathes, and now the garla
A thousand follies, to amuse she tries; |
A thousand different ways from love _,a_j flies :
But all her thousand follies fruitless prave,
For all the arts she tries are snares of lovie,
A younthful suitor, Acon was his nuame,
Thouyh hopeless to approve his faithful flame,
Languish'd her beauties naked to explorg,
Aud still the more he saw, he languish’d more.
Within a secret grot, clandestine laid,
Oft, when she bath’d, he view'd the heavenly maid :
His piercing eye ran quick o'er every part,
Aund took iu all Lavinia, but her heart !
As painters master-works, he scaus her o'er,
He dwells on beauaties unobserv'd before ;

_ﬁ.m weaves ;

-

A lfempuing oppariuhitiyf. ak

And spies out graces, through her faultless frame,
So cast in shades, sd L& F wanl 7 Waae:
« Once on a day, a most auspicious day !
White in his grot the longing lover lay,
She came, her wonted hour, to bathe ::.m_.ma :
Z._m&mn-:._mm nouglit, she loos’d her :o@:m vest
Her vest S_‘ wanton winds was ﬂ.:..d =w_.mm.
And only fanned the limbs it us'd to hide
The needless covering, now, mvw._.n she 1_.:.@:.
And gave her spotless form entice to view :
A blaze of charms, unveil'd, the vestal shows,
And beauties in a bright assemblage rose :
Awhile her watery picture she m:.imw._P
Pleas’'d with the fair creation ir._or she made ;
Then, stepping in, defac’d the rival shade n. '
'Confiding to the stream, around her throng
The liquid waves, and Umw_. the .ia.ﬁ_u_ along,
Her c:m:”ﬂ_ limbs the liquid waves divide, e
Aad shine, like polished marble, zu::_m.r. thie tide ;
As lilies ¢losed in chrystal, court ..”rm sight
With 2 new lustre, and a purer white.

H " - * Ll [} .
- And now her sportive exercise 18 0°€r; .

Cool froth the stream, she seeks the flow
Stretch’d on the tender rm..?i_;_.g coxsl i
Her ivory arm supports her _omsmsm._,mﬁ : N
And now soft sleep her softer m.o..z disarms, |
And ."_.E_Bvrm o'er rm-._sss._wm_f._nm charms,’
Half =erP cover'd ra—h.. 2“._:-5 M.rmn_ww.
icht 'of Acon, and the face ¢ .
—m_—ua”_qm”._“ﬂ_*:_m the impatient ué.:_“ uﬂ ”._”"._mn» bear,
) ing sight ! so opportunely fair:
WM-M”M”WM M__,_m*n_.on_rm Nw_.:_mm. F..mo:nm qa prove
The lucky hour, if such there be in _“:n.,
Resoly’d, howe’er, his certain fate to try ; )
To live belov’d, or by her scorn to die.. .
Her nearer beauties give him new E:ﬁ.“mn..
He views her all at large, except rw.._m maus”
Her eyes alone the power of sleep s;n_ _.mmi..
He view'd her hips, but could not oﬂ w_“w.:a H
He gently stoop’d, and, fearful of t e s,
Ravish’d with doubtful joy a hasty kiss :

ery shore ;

s sptead, . ‘



352 The mean acts of genids.

The virgin started, and back sprung the swain,
With feur half-dying, but his fear was vain

For ’twas not the W.::— kiss that inade her start ;
"Twas not the kiss that trembLled from her heart.”

The reader may easily anticipate what follows. Acon

avails himself of the unprepared condition of the sleep.

ing maid : she awakes, reproves at first, but finally re-
lenting, forgives a theft which she hardly considers as a
loss, and the lovers are happy. I aotjcipate the judg-
ment of your readers, who will surely confess that the
author of such a poem, and of such phssages as I have
cited, bad but little claim to be ranked nBozm the dunces
of his day. In another letter I shall plirsue my enquiry
into the remainider of Welsted's works, [but before I con-
clude this, I cannot refrain from noticing the wilful in-
correctness with which Pope and his associates in Marti.
nus Scriblerus quote those they Si.& to make ridicu-
lous. Inthe eleventh chapter the @uoism couplet is

selected from Accn and Lavinia, as an example of the
Paranomasia or pun: :

** Behold the virgin lye
Naked, and only covered by the sky.”

Now what are the actual lines ?

v
H
'

*“ Now Acon, the coy nymph is whelly thine,
Nor will her fame pertwit her to décline
His suit who saw her, with fatniliar eyes,
Asleep, and only covered with the skies,”

To such arts will genius descend when stimulated by
resentment ! .

I remain, Sir,

Yours, &c. W,
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