s

euiyr r,n;}..dﬁmrdﬁ
vived it, Pythago H i
harmory between different ings, by
the combination of numbers ; but it
is not known whether thefe numbers
were the figns or the ples of
ings, He was the firt who ad-
miteed the (phericity.of the ¢carth, and
the exiftence of antipodes. He was
acquainted with the ity of
the ecliptic, and firkt fhewed how
the moon borrowed her lishrfmn
the fun. Antonio de Dominis, in
the phenomena of the
has done fn , 28 We
i repeat what Fythagorss
vanced hefoir:dhim. ;I"Hot:_ﬁs
philofo we are indebted alfo for
tbeknmge of feveral ftars. For

‘w§ 53 ag: :
5

the time in which he lived, he was a rean having read this bill,

very geometrician, It was be hoft for thing be had advanced.

who mnmd that beastiful propo- There nmom among us, the

fition, nﬁae&ng the fquare of the members of which are no ftrangers te
¥

hypothenufe.

ety perfon in the circumftances of the fame kind.

leaft acquuinredwhhdse mathematics,  The learned have Iud.my, bat
knows what is meant by the hypothe- fruitlefs difputes, on abftinence from
nufe, the largeft fide of a right-angled beans; & point of dotrine which Py-
triangle, or that which is oppofite to ras, as is faid, borrowed from

the right an, Pyth: found

that -gfqumshmll upon this

fide, was equal to the fquares con-
firo&ed upon the other two; m im-

> difcovery, the full vility of

which he readily coi rehended, fince,

as i faid, he immediately offered up |

2 hecatomb through gratitude.

His' repotation red him a great

jans. The moft in|

muliitude of difciples, but he was We are even affured, .
semarkably fevere in his choice. He men, attdched to this Jeél, havin

firft examined thei res. their been inrerroga
of 5 ﬁ:‘:‘; it, and on this fubjed, onc ‘of them fuffered

manner of laughing,

rrogated, and clofely cﬁ

above all, the features of the young berfelf to be killed rather than fpeak,

candidatés ; an excclient method, for and the

other cut out her tomgue,

the worthlefs, notwithftanding all Jeft fhe might have the ;rulme to
t

their art, almoft always be their gicld to tem
’raoklm}r'le af- .:ppﬂﬂ probable, according to the

‘ inclinations by their

however

opinion
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spinion of Arifloxepes, that Pythas he forhid to be made i
m ily -eat beans, and that he found . means wpmzulll:;m,Pl:r:g

Pythagoras left feveral works, which mw'mg.ﬁsm

REFLECTIONS viox TRAGEDY, axo ruz CHOICE
or SUBJECTS e

BY MR, DUCRAY DU MINIL.

3 '.I.‘l‘-l!(lll-l'l'lb FROM THI FRENCH.

N Iiaflan aathor fays, *¢ If tra- iufes ha;: already fai
w PP g .
A gedy, to diftinguifh it from that can be writtc:r n:': r;‘:r{u?&k
"M‘d‘ omga?ﬁeénp‘u{cp- \‘:e_ wuft, therefore, deviate ron;
o tatin fon ereib) n, their manner, if we wifh i
: benh:le aﬂll; rﬁﬂm&w{?‘iﬁhw. {qiu::{ ;%uu_tiua. :_)r to be h:;dedmd:cv?:ﬁ
“ be ea , that'a tragedy w erity ; if we copy them, in a fer-
¢ontains peither ap amordus in- vile manner, w wwxpok e s
“ trigté, nbF & mirriage, but fome comparifon s h‘iec;nmﬂ el
“« atfoclous Jeed, the caafe of the td:nl[r’n‘t: u‘:w us mays be diF
in ' 'st:;r:qof t f'\xbond ;;’ﬁmd loroih oy,
¢ 1 eatelt ‘ irit a ility than i
¢ Eﬁ.?q very faf ﬁile:un from &'ho has painted i:ywilh ml::c;:u:
N oy oy o ey ey
“ ¥ s sop, Ww! ven i
e um 2 bakin “‘much cr and violence C l‘bi]hnuwr: ffi{y iznl‘:
m’nkmhnoﬂc:fﬂun.menﬂ.. " true thar delicacy,\impetuofity, and
1 AHH‘\IG tragedy are con- i:doufy. -are the chara@eriftics of
faies :h!:h f:tfew words. The love, and if it be rrue that vengeance
LE: pe fet the grand paflions of or geocrofity are its effefs, who
oo in motion, wem& love, knew begter than thefe threc writers

engine fo ofttn emp are, to reprefent it under thofe different

- withoat deubt, lic:l:n.m:iy gmbition. points of view, and to defcribe i

Famaticifm, allo, may  caofe very different affetio
1 gk o2, - ns ?
great "‘.’:i;‘,““"‘,'i but T except m’ﬁ It maft indeed be allowed, as is the
::mre‘,n hich is always violeot, al- common opiniod, that l‘hi:,p:ﬁion is
cm{i‘ guinary, and which can only fo general, and fo varied, accordin
e w«nmﬂ- for religion, the to the different objefts who are exg.
bety l'm:lf facred, and the moft Eofcd to it, that it feems to be inex-
r m:ﬂ the duties of men. bauftible, and that'it exhibits a muli-
- cet'emp!o;re;ua;hte fprin ;lych ::lde ofl_pi%::::-, each of which has
! tragedy, if one its peculiar thades, tints and coloring ;
wilhes to deviste frém che beaten but the principal traits i hole pos.
l\ﬁ.&, and to produce grand cfie@s, tures wﬁl'dv?: s bcu;ii: 2£ T:d
t can be niore infipid, and lefs the defign will monotonoas ; in &
icces in“:vlll:ichm;::’z: lhcmFol thp‘:!i-'c mn:i will be dhe fube ftgcl
: ole paf. del iwenty painters : thére
d::uf all the heroes, ‘and which, for will be notII?r’ng pccn}:hj: t;mmh_ b;: )
: rer part, whatever the fcenc the details; the mifles will be co
:mm:;nmy:::.'cumin i mon to all. ol
rriage eit - crofled, It may, howaver, be obj
or Mnf:cd! Our great modem if we banith love from ofr’c <osed ve

"
we
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iid  Rofestions spon Tragedy, and the chaice o fujects,

we fhall- pever f_ee-f;m in Tlcx:’
" orthey will ol m very rrifli
pql:y What W become ‘of ‘us, 1
we banifh from: cor ures that
amiable fex, who are formed to infpire
‘tendernefs, move and captivate us,
snd who make us fhare in the fenti-
ments of thofe heroes who facrifice
their lives for them, or deteft the
* ¢ruelty of thole tyrants who opprefs
them ? Why banith women from our
dramatic works ? Why fhould we ex-
pel love entirely ? is, indeed, is
not £o be withed ;. let it’ only be, fu-
bordinate to the principal intereft,
and theend I have in view will be
anfwered, I we open” the books of
“"?- age, and fearch the annals of
res and republicks, we fhall tHere
;:Tdm women have always been
the moft confiderable agents.” More
ambitions and more viclent, but
lefs prudent than the men, they have
almof always occafioned the greateft
revolutions. ~Others, without caofing
the fll of their kingdoms,” have
governed. them  with the
wifdom ; and fome have exercifed adls
of juftice or feverity, which might
afford matter for a thoufand tragedies,
‘The celebrated Elizabeth, if we ex-
her amours with the Earl of
, and fome' others, whole merit
was not equal to that of this queen,
have given proofs of the moft heroic
courage, and of the moft intrepid
firmnefs. Has not Ruffia had fome va-
Jorous emprefles ;and at Rome, where
the women were fubordinate to their

‘hatbands,did they not diftinguith them._

fdves by inftances of courage, patriot-
ifm and greatnefs of foul ? It is l.gf: he-
roincs that ought to be produced upon
the flage: we fhould then have bold
Chﬂgrl. well delineated.,

The death of Cazfar, and thatof
Philofietes, are the only two modern
tragedies in which. there are no
women. ‘They are, however;, no lefs
interefting ; the “firft, above all, js
foskime ; but this_is not to be given
as amodel. It would be too difficult,
“ang perhaps it might become tirefome:

Tt remains now to fpeak of the
fuhjetls which ought to be chofen;

for the greater' number of thofe exs

" hibiced on the h?ﬁﬁ" fome ' years

paft are only - fubfedts of invention;
or amplification. It cannot be denfed,
that a {ubje& of invention, if it be
interefting, and well treated, muft
afford pleafure; but -many - qudlities
mudt be upited in it. Hi{loricl? events,
when treafed in a2 languid manner,
fpeak at leat 1o our remembrance,
whereas fabalous fubjefls fpeak only
to the imagi tign: the firft is the
real figure, the fecond is only themak.
We may hear authors ov day
complain of a. fearcity “of {ybjeS,
but let them only the. fd
book of thé Eneid. y will there
find agml abandance, which, by the
help of a fuw alterations, neceflary for

-preferving the exadtuels of theatrical

rules,” would a ficld for the moft
fublime and :’:' dulr" ns.
If we turn over the ‘hiftery of the fo-
vercigns of the niverfe, what jnci-
dents’and 3 what murders, oc-
cafioned by love, glory, or ambjtion ?
The lives of the eaftern feem
to be a coplom fource, 1 which
many interefting | fubjects. might be
ds:m;n i h;tniu l‘l:e rempim of the Turks
might 1-great many,
anve;: not allo : Kany nfj Tar-
tary, emperors of China, [apan,
Pegu, Cali:uF: &c'. all ipexhaufible
treafures, if authors would give them.-
felves the trouble of making a choice.
It is trae that our dramaric ‘iuthors
would be obliged ro make confider-
able refearches, both with refpe@ ra
cuftoms, and the antient geography of
the places in which their fcenes hap-
pened ; but in ‘that they lrould‘\onr‘
imitate the great authors of the Cid,
Ele@ira, Phwdra, Rbadamiftus, ahd
Mahomer. . As thefe anthors were
minate in their details, they con-
fidered no trouble too great to be
exat. A mountain, a river, or even
& fmall fiream; would have ﬂopxed
them, had they not been able to dif-
cover thieir names, Tng:dy oughtto
int ; it ought to be a faithfiil repre-
entation of cuftoms, climates, laws,
and drefles, and on that account every
cace fhould be employed to be exadt.
Miuomns
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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS.

FOREIGN.

Memorrns Hrsroriques st av-
THENTIQUES sur LA BastiLre,
&c. Hifforical and autbemic Me-
moirs refpelling the Baftifle ; contain-
g a parti account of the im-
Prifonment of s of three bun-
dred pevjons, awith moter, letters, re-
ports” and trials foond in that for-
trefs, arranged in a chronological
erder, fiom the year 1475 fo the
Prefext pers ,ivifgft Plase, reprefent-
ing the 336.-‘11.- at the time it qvas
taken. Val. Iand II, Paris 178g.

" HOSE walls, reared by ven-
. geance and tyranny, are fal-
“ len.Thofe thmlmingtowcn,which
‘¢ contained the vitims of kingly
“ pride, and the dreadful fecrets of
“¢ defpotifm, have difappearcd. But
* the impure blood of a few traitors,
*¢ facrificed 6n their ruins, cannot
** appeafe the manes of thofe wretched
‘* mortals, who have languithed or
‘¢ died in this horrid Tartarus, Hif.
¢ tory, therefore, in their name,
** muft avenge joftice and the laws
* fhamefully vi h i

* outrageoufly offended.  Weak and
* fanatical kings, ye Sardanapali of
* France, 'cmerdge a mogent from

a“" al

« E:.n of punithments, that of
N ng your crimes proclainied
**. throughout the whole earth! And
** ye,yenations of the.earth,read thefe
““ annals of wickednefs, this dreadful
“* nomenclature ofcn'bnzc- committed
' amongft a le the moft humane
“ and $ mgmcmm. by, the
““ moft iniquitons and cruelof govern.
** ments, Read, and ye 'will thodder

** with indignation, ye will fully en- »

** joy the humiliation of tyrants,”
Such is the commencement of the
pre!lmm:g difcourfe to thefe me-
moirs, and fuch is the piQure of the
atrocious crueltles related in them.
L‘hcrlu \;.V caufed the Baftille to be
o, 1V, :

gﬁ of death, to Tuffer the h

built, to defend,. or rather to refirain \
the inhabitants of the city of Paris;
but the conftrution of the dungeons
in this prifon, the care taken to rcnd.e‘
them peftilentious by the privario
of air and\ Iisht, the formidable ap-
paratus of a jail,\guarded by inauf-
picious eyes, and mercilels vigilance,
the terror infpired of receivifig poifon
in ones food, the bafkets that turned
upon wheels covered with plates of
fteel, and the perfidious and bitter
{miles of examining magiftrates, all
announce the infernal projeét of mak-
ing the Baftille the perpetual abode of
vengeance and fyranny. It was at
firft indeed deffined only for fate
criminals ; but wis it not fufficient to
forge flate crimes, in order to increafe
the number of criminals? To com-
plain of an injuftice confequently be:
came a ftate crime. To cry out
againft a bafe and corrupted govern-
ment, to lament the oppreffion of the
, + or the worthlefs condut,

“inceft, or drunkennefs of wiftrefles

and favorites; to ff of natural
liberty, and liberty of confcience, to -
doubr of the infallibility of mirifters,
or of their probity, to have unfullied
honor, an; a fpotlels charafler, to
ave a pretty wife, who happened to
pleafe a minifter, or a lieotenant of
the policé, to difpleafe a clerk in any
of the public offices, or a chamber
maid at court, all became crimes of
ftate, and were all condemned, in the
fucceffion of time, to the Baflille,

The Baftille at firkt contained only thofe
who had confpired againf the Rate. Louis
de Lurembourg, conftable of France under
Louis XI. being at St. Quintin, obtained

alfport fromn%hlrlu VIL, the lafk duke
of Burguady, to go to Mons, in Hainault,
to Emeric, high-bailiff and governor of

. that place, who was his beft friend, ‘but

the latter hlthivlll! orders from Charles
to watch fo clofely that the cqnflable could .
not efcape ﬁ:om Mens. |

Q ¢ He




