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THE ENQUIRER. No. IX.

QUESTION : Oughr Senfibility to be cherifb-
edy or repreffed ?

0, SWEET SENSIBILITY ! s0UL OoF THESOUL!

JLL PURCHAS'D THE WISDOM THAT THEE
MUST CONTROUL:

OF THY KINDLY SPIRIT WHEN ONCE WE'RE
BEREFT,

. - INLIFE THERE 18 NOTHING WORTH LIVING

FOR LEFT. Dr. sdikin,
ENSIBILITY, that pecuiiar ftruc-
ture, or -habitude, of mind, which
difpofes a man to be eafily moved, and
owerfully affe¢ted, by furrounding ob-
Je&s and paffing events, is a quality pof-
feffed in very different degrees, by diffe-
rent perfons. I he organs of fome men
arc formed of fuch coarfe materials. and
their fpirits flow in {0 fluggith a anrrent,
thuithey feemalmoftincapable of any otaer
fenfations than thofe of animal appetite ;
, fuch perfons; being werely fleth and biocd,
live for no othe: purpife tuan to confume
the (ruits of the earth ™: they doze away
a languid exiitence, withiut any enjoy-
ment. fuy sior to that of their kindred
herds ia tae feld and the ftall ; and at

the end of their days, provided they have *

had enough, and to {parc, lay themfelves
quictly down to reft. Nature, on the
contrary, haz caft others in fo fine a mold,
and framed them fo fufceptible of every
impretlion of joy or gricf, that fearcely a
mement of their lives paffes, without 1t’s
pleafures or it's pains. To fuch minds,
not only is every real occurrence interefts
ing, buc imagination itfelf creates innu-
merable occafions of vexation or delight.
Between thefe extremes, are many fhades
of temper and charatter, {fome approach-
ing ncarer to the one, and fome to the
other. as they have been, refpeétively
diverfified by the hand of nature or of
educaticn. :

That education, as well as nature, ig
concerned in forming this featurc of the
human mind, appears from faét and ex-

rience. Though fome of the feeds of

enfibility are fown in every breaft, fa-
vourable circumftances are neccflary to
bring the tender plant tomaturity. Chil-
ren whofe natural difpofitions are, in
this relpef, nearly alike, will difcover
mere or lefs of this qwality, according to
the comnections in which they are placed,
and in proportion to the degree of cuiture
which ?\aa been beftowed upon their un-
derftandings and their hearts.  And, at

® Nos rumerus fumusy et fruges corfumere
sati, Hor, ’
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mature age, it is found, that fome em-
ployments and profeffions are more fa-
vourable to fenfibility than others; and
that thofe who live in the daily exercife
of the kind affetions which belong to
domeftic life, commonly difcover a largev
portion of this quality, than thofe who
feclude themfelves from the world in fo-
litude and celibacy.

It is evident, then, that fenfibility ad-
mits of voluntary diminution or im-
provement : and a queftion of great im-
portance in moral di}dplinc arifes, VW he-
tter this mental habit thould be refolutely
reftrained and reprefied, or indaftrioufly
cherifhed and ftren thined ?

T'he current of tatte and opinion feems,
at prefent, to tend towards the negative
fide of this quettion. There was a time,
when feafibility was taken un er the pa-
tronage of that powerful arbiter of max -
ners—fathion. Then, height of breed-
ing was meafured by delicacy of feeling 3
and no fine lady, or fine gentleman, was
athamed to be {cen fighing over a pathe-
tic ftory, or weeping ut a deep-wrought
tragedy. As every ihing in fathionable.
life haftens to exricmes, the affe@ation
of refinement produced a degree of foft-
ncfs, which foon became ridiculous : by
a fudden ftroke of caprice, the polite
world pafied over to the contrary exircme
of affcéted infenfibility 5 and now it is
become the mode, to confider every ex-
preffion of tenderncis as a mark of vul-
garity 5 in the motft interefting firuations,
a freezing air of indifterence is affumed 3
thofc dclicate tints, which the feeling
heart*would fprcad over the cheek of in-
nocence, are concealed ; the involuntary
tear of {fympathy. left it thould be feen,
is haftily wiped away ; in fhort, nature
is banifhed, to introduce, in it’s ficad, a
rude and vulgar kind of ftoici{m, of which
Zeno would have been afthamed.

By a kind of lcague, which has hither-
to not been common, .2nd which is, cer-
tainly, not very natural, philofophy has
affociated herfelf with fathion, to bring
fenfibility into difrepute.  We do not
often, indeed, from the fages of the pre-
{ent day, hear thc rant of the ancient
floic fchool, concerning the exclufive
fufficiency of virtue to happinefs, and
tiie confequent indifference of all external
circumftances. We are not told, thata
wife man will raife his mind above all
foreign impreffions, and will not fuffer
himfclf to dcpend for any portion of his
huppinefs, upon the {enfes or imagination ;
that pain does not Lelong to the mind,
and therefore is no evil 3 and that com-

: . pafiion
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paffion is a weaknefs which philofophy
ought to fubdue. The dotrine of this
haughty fcét is, in appearance, abandon-
ed ; butitis, in truth,only a little lower-
ed in it's tone. We are ftill initructed,
that though the paifions arc a part of our
conftitution, which may, in the prefent
ftate of things, be of ufe to ftimulate us
to neczflary exertions, human nature rifes
in dignity, in proportion as they are re-
firained ; and that, as we advance in
moral merit, we fhall become fuperior to

the impulfes of appetite and fentiment,’

and fhall aét upon general principles of
wifdom, and a calm conviétion of what
is right. .Every warm attachment, every
tender feeling, the natural offspring of
unavoidable affociations, is, in the modern
fyftem of philofophy. abforbed in an un-
impaffioned difpofition to promote the
general good. The foul, inftead of ex-
periencing endlefs varieties of warmth,
with its perpetual changes of atmo-
fphere, is {yftematically brought into one
unvarying temperature, at the ftationary
point of univerfal benevolence.

In order more fully to vindicate this
fyftem, and to juftify that contemptuous
{neer with which its profeffors are much
inclined to look down upon thofe weak
fouls who melt it tender fympathy at
forrows not their own, an appeal is made
to experience ; and we are required to
obferve the effe@s aCually produced on
minds eafily fufceptible of impreffions,
by the free indulgence of delicate fen-
fibilities. .

“ Amongft young people, the falhion-
able prattice of reading novels tends,”
It is remarked. ¢ to produce a degree of
refinement rather injurious than ufeful
In the affairs of life. The admiration of
fidtitious portraits of elegance and per-

eftion creates a diftafte for fuch mode-
rate attainments as are ordinarily found
in real charalters. The falfe delicacy of
fentiment expreflcd in many of thefe
tales, encourages an artificial referve
more likely to damp than to cherifh the
genuine affe€tions of nature. Extreme
fefibility, if real, is pitiable; if pre-
tended, ‘ridiculous. 'Who can endure,
vith patience, the weaknefs or the af-
feftation which fhrieks at the fight of
a fpider; faints at a drop of blood pro-
duced by the punéture of a needle; and

“ Dies of a rofe in aromatic pain "’

*“With men of tafte and Jetters, how
often,” it is faid, ¢ is fenfibility found
10 be productive of more pain than plea-
fure!” When finifhed performances in
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the fine arts have been admired, even to
fatiety, and excellence has loft the ciiarm
of novelty, the powcrs of difcrimination
become faftidious, and the re®l (s fancy
choofes rather to vex itfeif with attend-
ing to new defects, than to feck alanguid
grarification from contemplating famiiiar
beauties. -Thus a poem, or a pitture,
which, at a lower fthgc of refinement,
would have atorded deligh', rather of-
fends than pleafes the pr-étifed crtic,
or the connaiffcur who is clegans pellaior
Sormearun, :

¢ Senfibility, fo much admired as the
foul of friendthip, froquently,” it is
added, ¢ degencrates iuto irritability.
The tender fympathizing rriend is often
feen to harrafs both himfelf and the ob-
jeé of his affetion by fufpicions and jea-
loufies excited by caufcs altogether ima-
ginary, or by trifling offences, whofe
touch could only be perceived by feelings
irritated even to foreacfs. Even the un-
avoidable agitations of {ympathy are fre-
quently fo over-powering to tender {pi-
rits, that they are inclined to offer, in
earneft, a prayer for ind.flerence, and fay,

« Nor eafe, nor peace, that heart can know,
That, like the necdle true,

Tums at the touch of joy or woe,
But, turning, trembles tgo.”’

Carried to its utmoft cxcefs, this weak-
nefs produces all the paroxy(ms of
phrenfy, and even terminates in fullen
mifanthropy, in moody melancholy, or
in raging madnefs.”— ‘

The real exifténce of thefe faéks is not
difputed. Mifchicfs, both'ludicrous and
ferious, arife, it is acknowledged, from
morbid fenfibility. But what wife man
would dry up the fources of a fertilifing
ftream, becaufe its waters may fometimes
be muddy, or may overflow its banks 2
With its natural degree of irritability,
the Senfitive Plant, while* it thrinks at
the touch, ftill lives and flourithes. and,
poffibiy, derives from the preflure which
contraéts its fibres, a pleafiny fenfation :
is it to be wifhed, that the plint were
deprived of this quality, becaufe, with a
more irritablc organization, it might,
perhaps, on the gentleft touch, wither
and die ?

The truth is, that fenfibility, though
liable, like every thing eif:, to perver-
fion and abufe, is too natural to man, to
be reafoned away by the fubtilty of foe-

-culation ; and too effential to his happi-

nefs, to be laughed out of. the world by
the dupes of whim and fathion.

Human beings depend, neceffarily, for

4 X a great
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a great part of their happinefs on cx-
ternal objeéts ; and the very effence of
enjoyment i3, an agreeable perception of
impreflions. No man is happy becaufe
he knows a truth, or believes a fact, but
becaufe he is confcious of a pleafing emo-
tion. If, therefore, happinefs be the
ultimate obj & of purfuit, it muft be the
part cf wifdom to cherith fenfibility.

The value. of fenfibility is eniinently
feen in the plcafures of tafte. The fur-
vey of grandeur and beauty afferds va-
rious degrees of gratification betwcen the
fimpie perception of relef from the lift-
lefinefs of indifference, and thefe ftrong
emotions which rifc into delight and
rapture. To a mind fufceptible of thefe
plealures, Nature exhibits objeéts of
ple fing contemplation in endlefs varicty;
and Aut prefents her whole train of cle-
gant amufements.  Every excellent pro-
dulton is contemplated by fich a mind
with high delight. and glowing enthu-
fiafin ; for its powers of Imagination are

Adlive and flrong, ard feclingly alive

1o cach fine impulfe.

Thefe pleafure:, morcover, admit of
great increafe from carly hebir, and re-
peated exercife.  The fancy. like every
other facalty, may be improved in the
acuicnefs of its perceptions by temperate
ufc; and fince nature'is iniinitely drver-
fificd in its appcarances, and art admus
of cndlefs improvements in its cpera-
tions the fources of the pleafures of ima-
gination are incxhauftible. An attentive
obferver of nature, of an accurate judge
in the finc arts, will difcover innumera-
ble beautics which efcape the common
eyc: Quam mulla viden: p.Sores quee nos
non videmus®. If it be poflibie that ex-
treme refinement may produce a dif-
relifh for genuine beauty, and excite a
fantaftic admiration of that which is arti-
ficial 4nd inmaginary, corre€nefs and de-
licacy of tafte, under the dire@ion of
goed fenfe, can never fail to yicld a high
degree of pleafure in the contemplation
of real eacellence: they create an'idea
of perfeétion fuperior to'any thing which
art has cver cxccuted 5 and enuble the
critic to cnjev an exquifite pratification,
in bringing the produéti ns of poets, and
other artifts, to this ideal flandard.

If from the pleafurcs of tafte we pafs
on to thofe of morals, we fhail find that
thefe, alfd, receive their higheft finith-
ing from dclicate fenfibility. Who 1s
beft capable of enjoying the fatisfactions

~

* Qicero,
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of virtuous friendfhip, the endearments
of dowmeftic life, and the pleafures of fo-
cial intercourfe?  Certainly, the mas
whofe foul is the feat of every tender
and gencrous fentiment, and is alive to
every impulfe of affeétion. The fecling
heart muft, it is true, often bleed over
miferics which it wants the power to
rclicve : and the diftreffes of ?'mpathy
are, in many cafes, cqual to thofe of per-
fonal fuffering. But compaflion is ac-
companied with a glow of felf-appro-
bation—a confcioufnefs of feeling as we
ought—which ampy comgenfates its
forrows. The tears which a good man
fheds over a brother in diftre¥~are ¢ pre-
cious drops.” which, while they are re-
ceived with grateful affe€tion by the ob-
je€t on which they fall, the fympathizing
mourner himfelr dees net with to with-
hold. If fympathy have forrows of its
own, it hasalfo joys, which {clfith aPath_y
cannot feel. -

In voung perfons, the early appear-
ancc of fentbility is juftly confidered as
a promifing omen. From the child
whofc cye gliftens with a tear at atule of
diftrfs, who refufes unncceffarily to
crufh the helplefs int &, and who, from
a genuine fecling of pity, beftows an un-
prompted and unfulicited ahns, we na-
turally cxpeét the futare expanfion of
kind afte€tions and generous fentiments,
in cvery relation of fociety.

With whatcver contempr the votary
of difipation mav affeét to treat this
quality. its value is univerfally confeffed
in domeftic life. Tt is moral fenfibility
alone which can (upply the Rame of pa-
rental affeétion through all the labours,
anxietics. and forrows of parental duty.
It is only this which ferms between bro-
thers and fifters a bond of union, which
no fubfequent change of firuation fhall
be able to diffolve.  Nothing, in fine. but
the charm of moral fenfbility can be of
power fufficient to difpel the vapours of
fretfulnets and fpleen; and. under -1l the

cloudy fkies which muft be expeéted in

the courfe of human life, to make the
hours pals cheerfully along.

¢ A portion of this treafure is fome-,
times given,” fays one whe knew how to
touch the fineft chords of the feeling
heart, ¢ to the rougheft peafant who tra-
verfcs the bleakeft mountain. He finds
the lacerated lamb of another’s flock—
This moment I bchold him leaning with
his head againtt his creck, with piteous
inclination locking down upon it—
¢« Oh! had I come one moment fooner!
—it blecds to death—his geatle heart;
o c4 7 bleds
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blecds with it. Peace to thee, generous
fwain! [ fce thou walkeft off with an-
guifh—but thy joys fhall balance it ; for
happy is thy cottage, and happy 1s the
tharer of it, and happy are tﬁc lambs
which fport about you ! )

The value of fenfibility is beft feen in
the moft trying fituations. Who would
not wifh for generous tendernefs, as well
as honour and integrity, in the friend to
whom he fhould bequeath the important
charge of guarding the property dnd
the innocence, and fuperintending the
education, of his orphan children? At
the moment of diftrefs for the lofs of a
parent, a wife, or a child, who would
not prefer, as the companion of his for-
rows, a friend who will kindly fhare
his griefs, and echo his fighs, to one

whofe infenfible narure, or whofe cold
" philofophy, would lead him to treat life
as a jelt, and all its fond attachments as
childith weaknefles, aind who would be
capable of infulting the filent forrows
of a wounded heart with unfeafonably
pleafantry ? On the bed of ficknefs,
what is there, next to confcious inno-
cence—mens fibi conftia refli—{o confola-
tory as th€ prefence of a friend, whofe
fenfibility will prompt him to liften with
attention to your  tale of fymptoms,”
and to prevent your wants by kind af-
fiduities ? . .

To ftimulate benevolence—to render
focial intercourfe interefting and delight-
ful—to foften afperities of temper—to
promote gentlenefs of manners—to ex-
cite horror and indignation againft favage
and fer.cious pratices—to infpire a
noble energy, and generous ardour, in
the profecution of pﬁilanthropic defigns;
fuch are the legitimate offices, the happy
fruits, of fenfibility, Can it admit of a
doubt, whether it ought to be cherifhed
or reprefled ?

The affc&ation of fenfibility every one
mauft defpife ; it is ridiculous in a woman;
in a man it is difgufting. The real ha-
bit, carricd to fuch cxcefs as to enervate
the mind, to unfit it for laborious and
painful duties, and to deprive it of that
fclf-command which.a moment of dan-
ger requircs, is a culpable weaknefs.
The mother who, when fhe faw her
child's clothes on fire, inftead of feizing,
on the inftant, thc proper means of cx-
tinguithing the flame, fell into a fit, and
left her child to perifh, was to be blamed
3 well as pitied 3 for fhe had negleéted
to brace up her mind to the tone of firm-
nes neceary for meeting the poffible ills
of life. The mother wha was capable
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of retiring to write a pathetic narrative
of her dying daughter’s fufferings, at
the moment when (he ought to have been
performing the laft offices of matesnal
tefideinefs, was a contemprible mafs of
affe@tation.  But fuch cha afters would
not cxift, to bring fentibility into dif-
credit, if, while the heart is {ofeened by
frequently pref nting before the ima-
gination fictitious fccnes of diftrefs, due
care were taken to enlighten the under-
ftanding and to employ the active powers
in offices of humanity and kindnefs.
The beft correttive of the ridiculous fol~
lies of affeCation is a well-mitruited
mind : and the languid imbecility +hich
paflive {ympathy tcnds to produce, can
be prevented by the vigorous ex-
ertions of alive beneficence. The
mafculine Genius of Philofophy’ would
no longer be afhamed to vwn Scafibility
for his fiiter, if fhe wouid always keep
in mind the maxim of the good Marcus
Aurelius—* Neither virtue nor vice con-
fitsin receiving impreinons but inaction.”
P ——

To the Editor of the Monthly Magaxine. -

SIR, .
I Send you a tranflation of the Proverbs

of Ben Sira, who is belicved to have
been the nephew of the prophet Jeremiah.
They were publithed, with a Colle&ion
of Hebrew Adages, at Franeker, 1597,
by Drufius, and I believe bave never yet
appeared in Englith.

«¢ Honour the phyfician while thou
wanteft him not.

% Leave the fon, who is not a fon, to
ftruggle with the ftream.

Pick the bone which falls in your way.

Gold muft be beat, and a child muft
be corrected.

Be good thyfelf, and withhold not thy
hand from the good.

Woe to the wicked and to their adhe-
rents !

+ Scatter thy bread upon the face of
the waters, and in the deferts, and thou
fhalt find it at the end. :

Hatt thou feen a black afs ? Neither a
black one nor a white one.

[ This the fcholiaft explains, ¢ learn
always fo to anfwer as not to involve
yourfelf in any difficulty.” This ftory

% The Latin is % Filium non' filium fine ut in
aque fummo remiger”” This phrafeolugy re-
fembles the unTnp ajunmng of Sophocles.

+ A metaphar (fays the commentator) taken
from the hufbandmen, who fc:tter their feed
upon every foil ; and applied to the exercife and
reward of charity. .
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