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for, though there ate various gradations | Au Emitation of among ws, va-
o!‘merit,qlt is eemlu; that a-verfatility of doubedly uqha-utb:ﬁ'mn of a il
powers, thatis, a capacity to exceedme- | in theie executiony bat it is fiill throsn
.dmc\:itz In every department of poetry, away upon the many ; for, as long as the
the light and the grave, the fublime and ‘multicude, in another refpedt, :
the burlefque, in all their various modes | an Englith or Scots tune to an m
and meafures—1I fay, it is certain, that a | air or le, fo long will the common
* capacity approaching the nearelt to this; | ear prefer the fimple fonmet, ‘viz, that
is the only unerring evidence of a fupe- | compofed of three Ranzas of dlternate
rior genius, rhimes and a couplet. No dero
It is fome confolation, however, that notwithflanding, is intended to either of
. n uxorious fondnefs of Pope, and a con- | thefe : genius is genius, whatever direc.
tempt of lyric poetry, at prefent, refls, | tion it may take. But genius indepen.’
principallys among old men who fucked | dent of acquirements, or unlettered, has
the milk of prejudice, and a few pedants | been much talked-of thefe few years pafe;
wl.to imagine that tl.ie produdion of an | and, lccordiog to fome eritics, if they
€pic pocm, or an epigram, is the ne p/us | were not ironical, it is how frequent !
ultra of merit and genius. An epit | Pretenfions to it may have become fre-
poem is, certgngly a great work; but, | quent. Chatterton, Eobert Burns, Mrs, -
we prefume, it is more the effe® of art carfley, and W. Hamilten Reid, in the
than of truth and nature: if not,
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wa on account of any private
ﬂh.u‘}’hp jt will be the more eli-

gible 1o you., The profe that I have

. alluded 10, of my own, are the Letters

et of reafon, vo be looked upon a¢
::: . r:id:::v&ﬁl excellence; and
it iseyond a doubity thattheeafe of com-
hending him and his level powers, .
E;'v increafed. the number of his ad-
mirers above any other qualification he
was, pofleffed. of—and. Goldfwith was
certainly envious, Or angry, whglnl\ he
figurats Pafleges of Scripture. | wrote L epretfncl;:to_huﬁ;f:rr;:d \gnag:l;
on pleaf d, with Pope, , &e.
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Your’s, moft refpectfully, &c. &e. W. Hami
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Ox the warious ldeas of puria.zl Excel-
lence and unlettered Geniug

ufifti fatis atque bibifti;

;r‘.-‘:fu[:uu abir.cqtihi eft, ne potum lar-
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Riﬁﬂ!,se'lu;uh%thfcivia decentius gtas.
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been the force of long cu

S“t‘s:n',l::s:t an univerfal tafle in poctrys

is yet fa far from being formed in many

j hat inftead of it, feveral divi-
ﬁb:ﬁ:'v: been run into: hence the d:l;
tinflions of old and new fchools, at;1 t
“that rancorous partiality, that has ll\i‘g h
many, like Goldfmith, to defpife lyric
poetry and blank verfe, qdes.'fonnctc,
&c. and to relith nothing but rhime, and
the common verfe of five feet, or te
fyllables: There feems to be fomething

e a o
in human nature that inclines to the
:a':imofpar:in,' and as long as any

of eminence, on cither fide, ex-
s themfelves p:ﬂ‘m_mcly.
terature, will as often occur

| twelve hours without bein

d | Deferted Village:—No

feéls in liy
as they do

ight have lived theip
it htll"d .Of.—-f

it remain as an infallible criterion o
f;\:‘r::. that thofe who have excelled ‘:n
the difficult, could have excelled inthe.
eafy ; and, if fome of them have gigv-:cn
no fpecimen, it. has been for wantol in-
clination, not ability.—To make a more

daily priots,

ly con-
kfpeare, or Dryden, feparately «
gg:regf h;vc infinitely more to recoms
mend them as fandards of univerfal F:}:I-
cellence, than Pope, Johnfon, Galdfmith,
and all thebr &c. &c. put tr_)g_ct_hcr.f

It was on account of v{rrlauhty 0 tT‘;
lent, that one of the beft judges the wor

ave Dryden the lead of the Bri-
:?; ;c))fu. hrzvn not becaufe he was a
dramatift, which Pope .memptcd_mvlam f
nor that he improved the Enghﬂ} 3:
guage, and had written e:ccllcnt_fm ;
nor that he -had tranflated the ccotr;e
poet of antiquity ; nor that he was

critic of his tlme;

but b&.'Clﬂfes
i d done a8
lle®ively confidered, he ha :
:::uch as n’:erc. and more )'mn{'elft.me N::._
withRanding this, Dryden has :lna R
celled by Shakfpeare, in the dn‘u&'
line ; and Milton, in his p .
Penferofo, &c. has excelled them both
that to fay !
?.:a. a one; L:' fuch a one-is the greatet

. Pogeistoo much of the c.ii-

804 4 :
&, is faying nothing to the pnrpof?"

immediate application, either Milton,

of letters ever produced, (Voltaire, .l ‘

nor that he had write .
ten oo lines fmooth and Ynhctlc as the

as fuperﬁci:liﬂs do, that

-

ot more univerfal?—Why has not re-
finement produced them in every nation,
in everyage? The rapt bards of Ara-
bia never fet their harpn to notes of any
fuch length! The Fingal of Offian is
collected by Macpherfon~the principal
nations of the orientals knew them not !
—and 'yet none of thefe, in their poetry,
are defe

And, laflly, the itfpired ‘writings, fror
which their greatclf advocates derive a
fantion for, or the principles of every
fpecies of excellence, afford ys a fpeci-
men of almoft every other kind of poe-
try, but the epic! Confiderations of

this kind will tend @8 regulate and equa-
lize our eﬂim:tior!:f this divine art;

illuftrate its beauties and defe@s ; and,
inevitably improve a genuine tafte, how-
ever it may be encumbered.

This leads to a difcuffion of the mode

of writing that has attracted the moft of { found

the public atténtion for fome time paft,
that is, thefonnet. . One thing proves to
us, that, the more firiple thefe are in their
conftruction, the longer they will pleafe.
This is evident in the admiration thofe
of Mrs. Charlotte Smith have obtained,
in preference to many others.
he author of the Canons of Criticifm
. wrote feveral in the imitation of the Ita-
lian, or Petrarchian mode, but they had
few readers. ¢ The frequent recur-
rence of the rhime,”” has been noticed as
diffonant to an Englith ear, and isno me-
. ¥it in the Italian poetayas it arofe froma |
want of varicty in their terminations.~

@ive in fublimity or pathos.—/

why Eocliul world, have fet it on this foot §

ut it was the untimely death of the
fc_:rmcr. more than his merit, that made
his advocates fo warm in his favour ;
and, with Dr. Gregory, every {ufcept.-
ible mind is liable to be tranfported with
pity and indignation.  Burns’ claim is
admitted—Mrs. Yearfley has many ad-
mirers—and the public have been long
delighted with Reid's -infpiration, in
every channel he has a pearedin; and,
in foqu: of them, his abilities have been
mentioned by fome of the firf} charaflers
in the literary or poetical world, Bat,
clofely viewed, un genius is bug,
the creature of the moment 3 the love of
writipg naturally begets a love of reading,
even where it did not exift as a previous
habit. Few, as fome able critics have
ohferved of Chatterton, * write to be
read without reading to write:” but the
milchief is, that too many people con-
nd learning with knowledge, good
feafe, ordifcrimination. There isy* 2
Mr. Pope fays, a vaft difference between
learning, intelligence, or lan ages §
“¢and if 2 man has knowled e, it is not
any great matter whether he hay it from
one language or another.” :
. Upon the whole, the ardour of thofe
'who have been too warm in the cauleof
unlettered gepius is to be excnfed, as it jo
"Mue. t that much of the femblance of
rning or intelligence may be whipped
into any dull fubje®, in thye courfe of a
number of years.~ Simple poetic geniua
is then a eapacity for fine writing ; ‘and,

properly, the beft ground for letters, |
/taz




The Borens of Vergen.

Tbe BARONS d‘thn_l.
( Continued from page 497-)

THE duke was fo deerly affe@ed with

thise of treafon, in a man for
whom he had entertained fo unbounded
an efteéin, that the whole night he was
denied the enjoyment of repofe. The
next morning he fent for Agolan; and;
after havingiittcrly reproached him for
his ingratitude and perfidy, he ordered
him, tBit very day, to quit the duchy, if
he did not wifh the next to perith up-
on a gibbet. )

Thefe unexpeéted menaces, thefe
eruel and unmerited reproaches, fo con-
founded the knight, that for fome mo-
ments, he was incapable of making an
anfwer. The thought, alone, of being
for ever feparated from his beloved Ver-
gen froze his faculties with hofror: but
when he had recovered from his confter-
nation, he entreated the duke to call to
mind his zeal and fidelity, and not con-
demn, without proof on the fuggeflion,
perhaps; of fome malignant enemy, a
man whofe hnvu'Lhad been proved,
and whole conduét had been irreproach-
able. *¢ It is not an enemy,” \
duke: * it is the duchefs herfelf who is
Em&h ;hre you ¢all in queflion

 teflimony 1"

This m:’om condué of the duchefs,
filled Agolan with horror. He would
a0ty however, accufe her, in order to

juftify himfelf ; but, with an air of re-
w&m&nhc than to fay,
o her grace'has complained of me,
Ot et g
for 5 A=
quid‘ee:_l,n‘hdu. now that are pre-
judiced againft me, 'what could I
take to prove my innocence?”
The manper in which he delivered

| thefe words made its impreffion upon the

duke. His fawmuucbmcnt and
efieem for the knight already began to

einhhhw,:f; but this fentiment
was checked by ig

o fingular n:un%kh?:ad fc -
very manner, a d fcarce-
ly a doubt upon his mind, but that he,
who had never yet been known to ad-
mire any of the court beauties, had con-
ceived 2 for th:.:luchefnl.l Tofa-
isfy his on this head, he requir-
:‘Z: Agolmplt:’fwear, upon his honour,
that he would anfwer, with truth, a
queftion that was about to be propofed
to him. The knight,-who perceived
but one practicable method to ;
at once, the friendthip of his fovereign
and the poffeffion of his miftrefs, took
the oath, without hefitation. ¢ Well,”
rejoined the duke, ¢ you have mever
been known, either at court or elfewhere,
to have had an attachment; and, fo long
as I am in that uncertainty, I fhall be-
lievem—. Hayve you any feécret?—
Admit me into that confiderice, which I
think is due to my friendthip; on tha_t
condition, it is reftored to you: but, if
you refufe, I fhall confider you in no
other point of view than that of a perfi-
dious traitor, an obje&t dcferving my
moft indignant anger. Make your
choice.” .
Then was Agolan made fenfible of his
imprudence in taking the proffered oath,
and the cruel embarraffment of his fitu-
ation.
to the duke the lgve he entertained for
his niece ? Couldvh'c the 'u:lr:;_
lable fecrecy thatVergen had requir
t:him-? If h:der.linu an anfwer, he lt?i
¢ guilt of perjury to the condemna
of bﬁdnnlmem if he out, he be-
trays his miftrefs ; and, in cither cafc, he

[Te be continued.]
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BENEVOLENCE.
Addreffed to the Fesare Rxaper..

' “ Nor till invok’d
“ Can reftiefs geodnefs wait; your a&ive
fearch '
¢¢ Leaves no cold wintry corner unexplor'd!
o Lil::_ filent-working Heaven, furprifing
oft
¢ The lovely heart with unexpe@ed good.”
- Thomfon.

HAPPY the fair, whofe heart does ever
flow,
With feeling pity for another’s woe,
And ftrives tocomfort thefe that are in need
Of her affiftance, with the greateft fpeed ;
Nur tardy goes, when any ciaims her care,
For to relicve, what pleafure to be there !
Ah! tell me you who've heard the mourn-
ful tale
Of private woe, can't pity then prevail,
And won't the heart with fympathy dilate,
For thefe that are in mis'ry’s cheerlefs ftate?
¥ know it muft, how oft doesforrow fil|
The heart when feeling for another's' ill?
Todwell on thefe in various waysopprefi’d
With forrows ne'er perhaps to he redrefs'd;
What painful thoughts will creud upon
“the mind,
When we refleét of want and mis'ry join'd
Unhappy race! fo many of you too,
And yet you'r pity'd only by afew,
Whole worthy dceds in genr'ous adts arg
known, 7
For they relieve, and makc the cafe their
own !
Ye lovely fair ! may cvery joy attend,
On you who are to human kind the friend !
Long may you live,rever’d by al! for worth!
Tili d:atﬁ arrefls you to the native carth !
How pleafing thus to goodnefs give around,
With lib’ral hand when obje&s fit are found;
As nought but this I'm certa:n can fecure,
A tranquil calm forgever to endurc; .
For none frem us feclings can deprive,
Fromwhich wemay true happinefs derive :
Be then humane, and hear tflc widow's cry,
Relieve her wants in giving each fupply;
And net to her, but others free impart, .
What isrequir'd tochecr the drooping heart.
Do you my fair rejoice in deeds like thefe,
‘That can your hearts above all others pleafe;
To foothe from forrew, or the hungry
feed, [deed!
I know you'll fay is plafure great in-
Dzc, 178g.

0! let| your hearts, when mis'ry fhall come
ain,
To always pity and relieve her pain;
And \vahiln in life make this a conftant
plan,
To ever do the greateft good you can.

Eowy,

Lines compofed on [ctting -S';il Srom the Greem-
land Seas, afier a Month's Confinement
among fi ptpﬁﬁgiu: Bodies of Iee.

Hanks! gentle brecze, whofc breath
benign,
Reftores frefh hopes to this fad breaft!
That bids me all my fears refign,
That fcts my forrowing heart at reft!

And fhall T then behold once more,
O! peerlefs, incxpreflive joy!
My dear, my long-loft native fhore,
hofe charms.my ev'ry with employ !

Hail, Britain! emprefs of the main |
Bleft mother of a noble race!—

Usmatch’d thy fons, on valour's plain ;
Thy daughter's in each female grace.

Here freedom finda a fafe retreat ;
Here commercc brings exotic gain;

Here learning holds her fplendid feat,
Aud arts and manufacures reigu.

Here Pan and Ceres deign refide ;
Here Flora and Pumona fmile ;

Here the bright Naiads, tov, abide,
And blefs with golden age the ifle!—

Here firft the vital air I drew;

Here happy fpent my tender yoars;
Here felt the charms of lovely Sue,

The lover's hopes, the lover's fears =

Guard her from all impending harms,
0! ye angelic pow'rs above ! '
And quick reftore me to the arms
Of the foft gentle maid I love!—

Where'er the lovely wand'rer roves,
By tinkling rills, or. verdant bow’rs,
Still tend her, all ye little loves,
Andftrew the way wich fragiant flow’rs.

May no rude gale or fudden rain
k'er difcompofe my wand'ring fair !
May Zephyr from the weftern main,
Juft walt ufide her floating hair!
. 4 D -




