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may be imagined by fuperficial obfervérs, ' {Hefé akterations will produce: @ more
and might have béen expected from pro< genuine religion; Tiwe, the ~greawcft in-
greflive experience: ' The philolo%‘ﬁh,' {tradrory will fhew Ko Eir ourimiftvift
Qrators, posts, hiftorians, and novelldts; is grounded, 11 o ¢ aiqacisd doiody sl
of the fixteenth and foventeemh -cen-  -Onecthing; fowever, may: ba-advask;
\aries; were by no-means:inferior, and edagrae: religion’tin geadrdl weama, -
wereyin fome refpédts, fuperior'wo who% mure amiable faced! intolerantifm is'pon
of the eighteentti, In smixe mathematics, more her infcp:mblgmmpoion‘g;u
particulacly in aftronomy, (ome valuable; mankind feem willing-to. g0 to- heaveny:
at Jealt ‘Curions: difcoveries ‘have 'been without jaftling-one asothier -on cheroadi
niade, “from the great improvement of ‘Ihe principles of religioit 200 -hayéy
tclefcopes; ‘and ottier inflruments of ob- been more mioutely examined ; ming)
fertdrion. “Mechinics huve been carried inveterate prejudices exploted  revela
to a much greater degres of perfedtion 5 tion gmundcduponmomnipmlmtw
2nd natérat and experimental philofo- of credibility5 a-number-of varions gof,
phy have acquired 2 cectirude and abs raptions® diminated: from, te facred
cardcy; beyond whit they had in any ‘velumes with awhich she-hand of .vime}
prior period * pharmacy ‘has alfo been had tarpifhed them-; and biblical eeifise®
paritied fro thie dregs of former times 3 cifm eftablithed an {uch principles, and{
andtomyand ehirurgery have bekn eagers ¢ guided by fuch rules, asmult n i
ly thd fuccefsfully culivated and the tend 'to its perfedion.! Thisy thercioling
prititiples of the Tealing ary have been  is all well e yet if all: this . conduee 0p
firplified and better/awranged. to ieliorate the heart ofman, to.infpiies
geh are the pares:iof: fcience, with him with- a-greates ,dcg?cg_,oﬂlﬁ;ﬁ
1efpe fo' which our age can boalt fome of God: and of bis eeighbour 5, what ik
fo¥t of faperiority t- fof, with 1egard t0 1¢ligion’ profit by it to. 1! o7 46 0D
che fine aris, as théy ave tormed, we ap- On the-other hand, it'is, Pt 100, i
prehend they are vather languithing than  that. irreligion has made: y w
acquiring vigours A partial oc local duringthe fame period,, - 'g:“ :
improrement, in fome of them, way liave: fics of Hume, the cloquence, of Bel
taken 'placé, und has, no doubr, takea  broke, the learping of! F,tcl.m,‘;}‘ e mt
lade fo’ this Hationy but we greatly of Voltirey and the fafcinating logie
miltaké, iy oo the whole, they have not Rouffean (not to mention & N

loft fnore thin they have gained.. But: lefs formidable  tyibe, @ ::%
“Whethar-in political, moral, or religi- writers) have. inflicted fevere wounds kol

oty knowledpe, we are awhit wifer than Chriflianity, and fpread-1bg

ourdiefuthers, appedrs Lous a problesn, of ipfidelity. far ang: wids2.

fibitity on both fides of the queftion. . covered his face with a
New fyftems of ethics hasebeen creat- has recently fhown. 2:
od, and bales of various forms have been puife ; and H and 12

conttived for the ftatno of Virtue j yet appeared, have boldly dared
e think it mult be ooofefled, that'the to punifly them for .{bd‘m?”
goddefs is not more fincerely worhip- iftence. And this is called,

, nor her votaries more  numerous Reafon ! ! ‘
than in the days of our predeceilors ; we  Having thos given a (hott view. 0l
fear the reverie is true, prefent ftate of iterature jn_gener

As o theology, or the {tience of re- will nexty: in as few words s J
g ion, it has certainly undeigone {fome and we flatter our(ehﬂ”
confiderable changes within thefe fifty tributive juftice, afbgn

ears, and is apparently on the eve of nations oi_}Edro ¢ their
mg Continyi

that may be difputed with cqual plaw- ifm, who before lur eﬁgﬁ wg\ﬁf
‘ c_ﬁt'll*
withon}

I} greater alterations ; but whether

~ etical ment.

' with a more amiable perfon.

his fither's arbitrary " difpofition, he off tier head !
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REMARKABLE HISTORY OF. DON PEDRO-KING OF '
o RORTIGHAK L. sty b0t vt
AND OF HIS UNFORTUNATE CONSQRT ‘DORA IGNEZ DB CASTRO. ,
CONTIGUOUS to the tranfept of thought it prudent then to conceal the
the church belonging to the royal mo- fad: " s
paftery of Alcobaca, fificen leagaes  The pobility alfo bad intimation of
north of Lifbon, there is a Gothie the marriage, and the preference given
maufolcam of hewa ftone, in the midfb to Igoez had awakened . their_jealoufy.
of which are two magnificent fepulchres, Hence they took .every opportunity -of
of white marble, containing the remains reprefcnting her as a woman of the
of Don Pedro the firft, King of Portu- greateit _ambition, and pretended that
gal, and of Dona Ignez de Caltro, his very fatal confequences were to. be aps
confort. prehended from fuch an. alliance ; they
{'here are but few perfonages record- alfo condemned the prince asarafh and
edin hiftory, who have been oftener difobedient fon. X
celebrated by dramatic writers than this The King, who was a man of weak
Princefs. There have been no lefs than underftaading, gave ear to their calums.
five tragedies formed from her pitful 0y and they work:d. upon his_paffions
parrative 3 viz. two in Eoglifh, one in to that degree, that he refolved to mura
French, one in Spanifh, and onz in der the unfortunate. Primcefs. Accord-’
Portuguefe.  The latter, perhaps, ap- ingly, he fet out to.perpetrate the hor-,
proaches the acarelt to the truth of mf- nd deed, accompamied by three of his -
tory, and is not inferior in poiat of po- courtiers, and a number of armed men.,
The author, Seahor Ni- _ Dona Iguez at this time refided in
cola Luis, had no occafion to refort to Coimbra, in the palace of Santa Clara,
fi&tion to heighten the paffions of an au- where fhe paffed her time in the moft
dience, as the fimple fads are fufficient private manaer, educating her children,
to Al up all the fcenes of pity and ter- and attending to the duties- of her dos
ror, and to fhew to what lengths love meftic affairs. ca -
and revenge are capable of ‘tranfporting - ‘The Prince, unfortunately, was  a-
the human mind. : . broad’ on a hunting - party, when the
I'he fubje of this tragical piece is as ~ King arrived. . The beautiful viéhim
follows : Don Pedro, fon of Alonfo -came.out to meet hir,. with her.two ins .
the fourth, King of Portugal, and-heir ‘fant : children, .who. clung about. his.
apparent to the crown,: having fallen in- knees, {creaming aioud. for mercy. She
love with a lady of the court, named’ proftrates - herfelf at his- feet, - bathes
Dona 1gnez de Caftro, thought he could  them - with tedrs, and fopplicates pity
pot fhare the crown which awaited him’ for hex children, befeeching him to ba- .
She ‘uni  nifh her to, fomes remote, defert,, where
ted to all the charmis of beatty, the ‘the would gladly wander an exile with
molt praceful and a.ccorhp‘ifhéd man-- her babes. o1 7 { :
ners. The prince, waving all confidera- & "['hé feelings of -mature” arrefted his
tions of birth and fortune, was privately’| arm juft raifed 10 plunge a dagger o,
married to her by the bifhop of Guarda. *her breaft. . But his cousfellors vrging.,
Notwithftanding the nuptials were ithe*bcboﬁty-bf-hm-dulh,wudfopromh- &
performed with all the fecrecy imagin: “inghimfor his-difregard to the welfare
Ale, yet they reached the “King’s ear, of the dation, he relapfed into his for=°
;)tn had premeditated” a ‘con%oft for ‘mer refolution, and:'commanded them. .
':d‘ a Pedro in the King of ' Caftile’s to difpatch her’s -at which _they mufhed
daghier,  He queltioned Bim as’ to forward, rega of ‘the cries of in-.
the truth of the repor 8 MM'

3 bﬁ“haﬁiig“hoeénc'
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whis time pretty well exhaufted, and he pline 1 lefs atvocnc?us,f‘:tnd exc*l“ct lefs
‘only told Gordon, that, as he had not absmmmc'c, ‘than you tEﬂ? :0 :ﬂ‘\_:gme.
been [‘unﬁunl 1o his time, he was very When an mlt:an\cc ot it rcc:‘r.f,t..c“ \\';o
Jucky in being fo fur behind it. ¢ For,® hear of it thark thc.xr £oO ucr!turjc that
added he, ¢ 1am already (ufficiently they were not the vx&_:m!, :mf o n}m-;c
faioued with beating thefe feoundrels 3 to treat the fufferer with :{wl .d.r-u:l lg()(; s
:mfl underftard that a Scorch confti- deration as 1vfur§.~l mut alfo add, that
tution does not agree well with a drub- the inttances of it which pow occur are
bing.” very rarc. I —
The private inflition of the knout Yer withall the g\‘cnaufons qca;l. ag-
feems to be the lesumate offspring of geft (and l‘am willing '"l) _uggehA a‘ that
this ready difciphae. The Ruffian trath willallow) you wu\' 1.1{\:‘,1 4;\\ \: g(:
~ feeptre has, you know, been held, fince vernment mult be abomina f \;l 1ct ;
the days B Peter the Gresty only by thorifes fuch enormities. ' 1 t.u; }‘r‘._c; ;x.
\\'umcr—\, except during the (hort rcign pute this point \:-_lh vnfu i 90( h‘v .1;\ ﬂ‘cu-
of Peter the fecand, and the few months tle can be arguesin favour of that Iy o
which Peter the third furvived hisaunt. of legiflation whichis “E.ld E(‘gtthtl :n.z
Although fome of the Princeffes who by the fear of corporz.d infliction, w \cd
have fucceeded 1o the throne of Peter mult dr:grade before it can govern,, an
the Great, have fhowed themfelves qus= make of the human fpecics had mc:n, n
lified to fway his fceptre, none of them order to render them good fubjedts .h
have been able o wicld his cedpels Bur, a'though 1cannot furvcy.\;_m out
Hence this duty has devolved on the abhorrence the fyftem of defpouifm that
knout mafter gencrat, prevails in this empire, 1 _thmk there m:f
How far the nation has loft or gained nfuperabie difficulties in the way o
by the charge, 1 fhall not pretend to fpeedily mtro,d‘ucmg nnycgnﬁdcfr:\:m in-
guefs. But it feemsto be owing to the provement. I'he corruption o t c}:fq-
!uﬁ-t&!b‘c oripi of (his mode of calliga- \.!‘c {fcems to keep pace 19 every n:l:on
tion that there is lefs ot difgrace connec- with the vices of the government. “’-
ted with it than cou'd cafily be imapined. haps tyranny i the pmple_ act mutually
Ttiswellknown that chaltif:ments whieh in producing one another ; joft as, i cer
Peser the Creat infhéted with his gwn tain dilcahs,xlxedernpgemcntof:hc h'Td,
hand were never fuppofed to difgface induces mental debility, and the d.l‘hl‘litj'
thofe who fuffered them. When a cour- thus indoced increafcs Shc bodily diforder
tier was foundly drubbed, or pulled by the from which imro.fc. W hat_:\fenhc‘le Eag
nofi, or had a tooth torniout by the Em. bein thisfuppoﬁuon.the fpiric of the : l:;c
peror, at all which exercifes Peter was ré- fian government and the manners ¢ ,t
markably dextrous, he fuffered only the Ruflians are well adapted to on¢ a_nct;l m‘:
bodily l\;in of the operation. His honour A free government u.m\?ld harc_ﬂy’ ;fL
was not in the lealt af&@ad. And as it lifhed by the nation 12 its _prcl:n.‘d...;:
feldom happened that his mafter put lefs and a more gnhghtcnednanon wou‘ D
confidence in him after fuch an accident, tamely fubmit to fuch a government.
than he had done before it, his credit fuf- 1 have often, indeFd, heard bold ‘;--'
fered as litdle as his honour. Menzikeff oril‘tsl propofc to anpihilate at 0:“?{:?;
ufed toappear inall his pative haughtinefs ever is vicious in the government z:.iaai.n
and prelumyption, even when his coun- empire, and to create aijrce comm‘u ’
tenance bore the moft uncquivocal marks its itead. A furgeon mightas \:.':h‘cud :
of his mafter’s refenument. In like a limb in order to ‘rcmovc thc_ lem
manner the private infliction of the knout corn on the toe. The cure 'T"l?.":;" bmi
is hardly fuppofed to difgrace a R_uf fure, ke in both cafes accomplif \;_ :Jll'“[:
fian gentleman more than flageitation acknowltdge.lﬂmuw notc!lcc)letm.
does an Englifh {chool boy. either my perfon to fuch radica ;i
& On thefe accounts this fpecies of difei- or my poljtical quict to fuch a&ive b

0
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ory. Suchmen {-em to confider the fci-
ence of icg-ﬂuiun as analogous to mecha-
pical art, in which, from l-rcvioufb cal-
culating the l»u.v:—:r of evely counltituent
part, you can deduce with :u_.uhun.mm!
Cortinty S:nc!'.li cffeét of the whole.
Dut | “(ators haye not Rke mechanics
jnere matter 10 4t upon, which they can
mould 1ato whatever fhape they Pleul:.
"['hey have tor the object ol their fcience,
benes refraory to the hand of the ma-
pag.r—unicatonable in thar prejadices,
iu theirpredilections and antipatines, and
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who retain the origisal impreflion and
bent of their chara&er with an obftinacy”,
proportioned to the force that 1s a-‘vﬁﬁr’{'
to chanpe them. it is inmodiible to cal-
culate the effeét that may be produced by
an attempt to intfoduce a great and fud-
d.n chanpe 1nto the fituation of a pation
ot fuch beings 5 becaufe it is impofiibie to
{orefec the various zcaidents that may
and mult occur to accelerate, or retard,or
change the motion you have communi=
cated to the national fpirit.

(7o be continued.)

PRESENT PERIOD.

CONTINULD FROM PAGE 1712

ITALY.

TVERTY cre kuows that, on the re-
sival of letters, Traly was their firlt,
foter-mother 3 and the golden age ot
Leo will ever be accounted a remark-
able wra in the hiftory of buman know-
le¢ge. Fora century, at Jealt, 1t re-
ained its fuperiority 3 and although it
has fincz been vibbly finking in the
public fcale, yet it “flill holds a confi-
derable rank 1 every branch of {cience,
where religion is not dire@tly or indi-
reétly concerned. 1t has produced ex-
cllent hiltorians, mcitingenicus poets,
and fome tolerable orators; it has
graaly embellithed its fine welodious
Jenguige, and was the firlt modern na-
tion thar had a good lexicon. In ma-
thematies and experimental philofophy,

it is not below 1ts ncighbours 3 and it’

hus always been deemed the beft fehool
for mufic, painting, and fculpture. Di-
vinity alone (and philofophy in as far
as it is connected with divinity) has
been beund in fetters by monachifm,
fuperfiinion, and inquifitorial tribunals.

l_mt thefe ferters will quhaMy foon, be
fisken off by that ingenious people :
God grant that they may not at the
fame ume fhake off religion herfclf, un-
der the idea that fhe had forged their
chains: this is no uncommon procels

10 pational revolations. Some change
i the religions creed - of ltaly, ap-

peats 1o be ingvitable. The feriprares

been tranflaied into the vulgar tongue;
the bifhops of particular’ dioccfis, fup-
ported by thetr refpcttive foversigns, be-
gin to exercife a junfdi¢ion indepen-
dently of Rome; papal infaliibility 1s
feoutcd every where, fave in the papal
territorics, and even there fiebly de-
fended, perhaps not behieved ;5 fupertli-
tious rites-and ufages arc datly diminifh-
“ing, and frecdem of thoupht pervades

“all ranks of men who have any fort of

liberal cducation.  What may we not
augur from fuch fymptoms ?
SPAIN AND FDRTUGAL.

Altiough thefe nations have, for al-
moft twd centuries, made very liule
figure in the field of fcience, it is not
hence to be concladed, that this has
been owing to want of capacity : they
are naturally a thinkieg and acute peo-
ple, and, in the fixteenth century, held
a refpc&able rank among the nations of
Turope ; bat here the inquifition, more
rigid and bloody than that of ltaly, has
fufled every fpark of gerius that has
come within its reach, and plunged the
inhabitants into an ignorance hardly to
be credited. The time, however, feems
to approach, when that diabolical tribu-
nal muft be abolifhzd ; and, to do-jui-
tice to this and the lalk reign, its power
has already been greatly curtailed : ftilt,
however, it has power enough to pre-
vent a general diffemination of know-

ledge 3 and few, comparatively, are the
wre rore generally ftudied, and have ‘works of value that have yet be:

en Wit
¥ " tem
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ten oo the other fide of the Pyrences. from fo difmal a profpet, and cherith a
Yet the Spanifh language fcems pecu- hope, that the genius of France may
liarly formed for fine compolition, whe- yet trim his withered bays, and rife to his
ther 10 profe or verfe; and they have formerrenown. ‘
i GERMANY, HOLLAND, &c,
any ia Europe. A petulant French Jefui: once made
FRANCE. it a qucthon, Whether a German was
Uahappy Fiunce ! Thoa wafl once capable of wit? And not lefs pervlant
a nation of lcarned men.
thea didit not embrace the males o that the Duich carried their genius in
carly as thy fouthern ncighbour, thou their backs. Odwous affertion! The
recarvedit them with not lets tendernefs, German Luther had at leaft as much
and celuvareddt them with more induf- wit as Father Bouhours ;3 and the Col.
try.  In what fpecies of writing (Epic loquies of Erafmus, of Rotterdam, con-
poctry excepted ) dudit thou votexcel? tain more Attic humour than can be
what art or fcicnce didit thou not im- collc@ed frem the whole mafs of Eng-
prove and adern? what charms didit hifh writers, from Chaucer to b‘u‘%ft.
~thou not give to gne of the meft bar- That the Freoch, a vain and jealous
barous torgues in the univer{c ? Thy npatien, frould contemn German litera-
Cothopallic jagor, cmbellifhed by the ture, is not much to be wondered,
flall of thy grammarians and orators, ‘I'hey have fometimes affe@ted 10 dcfp?fe
becanie the linguage of the world, and their mafters, the Italians : But that
the veliicle of hnowledge to the ends of  we, a Saxon colony, fhould join in the
the catil. % AL how arc the mighty affront, is certainly'a matter of {urprife,
fallen, and the weapens of larning The truth is, that, although the Ger-
perifhed 27 man be the parent of our own tonpue,
Leader, we.mean not, by this apo- or at leaft a filler dialec, we have not

now a rational diftionary that vics with

firophe, to debefe the French pation, until very lately, paid any attention to
nor to throw eny flur upon. their late German books, unlefs they were writ
¢rutions to fhake ofi the yoke of defo ten in Latin, Yet Germany has, in the
yotdm, and vindicate their jull rights 5 courfe of the prefent century, produced
v are only pencuated with forrow and s many good works, in Geiman, as any

regret, that the vindication of thofe country in the world, We know not
sinlas fhould be attended with confe- evenif it be faying too much, to affirm,
quences fo fatal to Learning, cad we that more German books are annually
fuar to liberty iuelf, av leaft for a lung;“-uhlirhcd than in one half of the world
partion of time.  But is T'rance at pres) befides ¢ they arc not all cxcellent, to
feot without learned mien ? are the wrts ke fure, but moft of them are gccd,jnd
and fuicnces there totally negle@ed? few intolerable; and there is not a
Neither the one nor the other! But, branch of fcience which is not highiy
alas ! tle number of tiuly learned men  cultivated, cfpecially in the Proteftant
in France, at this momeut, are like the cuiverfiucs.  Formerly, the Germans
gleanings of the fidd: old age, cxile, wrote in various dialeéts, as numerous
or the puillotine, has fwept the great as their various provinces ; and fiill
harveft awav ; and it will be vet alonp, there are fhades of difference in the lan-
long winter, before fuch another crop puages of Berlin, Leipfic, and Vienna:
can appear.  The arts and {ciences are Dut having now an excellent Jexicon,
not altogether extinét; but they fhed and feveral good grammars, they {eem
oaly a faint light: the rays of which 10 aim at fome fort of uniformity, both
ferve chiefly to fhiov what Vaudalic de- in fiyle and phrafeology. Their poetry
vaftation bas bcen made among their is ereatly improved, and every day im-
belt produdions.  Let us tuin cureyes proving 3 in novel writing, they l":
. e

‘Apti] 1996.

Alhouph was the obfervation of an Englifhman,.
8 2 ’

- Quainted with cither,

more natural than we: of their oratory
we cannot fay fo much ;-in mathema-
tice, natural hiftory, phyfic, experimen-
wl philofophy, they are {ccond to none 3
in rational theology, they have ma_ch
great ngrgfs: and in biblical criii-
cifin, hold the very firft rank.

What we have faid of Germany is
more or lefs applicable to Holland, Swe-
den, Denmark, and the other northern
regions that border on Geérmany, and
ireak Teutonic diale€ts. L'o-them the
German has been chiely the great ve-
hicle of knowledge, which they have
generally diffufed into their owntongues;
bur in Sweden, of late, many very learn-
¢d men have arifen, who, in philology,
andrevery fpecizs of critical knowledge,
are not inferior to the Germans; and
they have one of the beft tranflations of
the Bible that has been made into‘mo-
dern languages.

The literatare of Holland is, in fomg
meafure, peculiar to itfelf.  Althovgh
their language be a German dialed, it
lizs not been much written inj their
principal works are in Latin or French.
This latter was imported by the French
refugees, who fled from the perfecution
of Louis XIV. and, throuzh them, foon
became familiar to the Dutch them-
felves ; almoft as many French works
have ffucd from the preffes of Amfter-
dimy Rotterdam, and the Hague, =3
from thofe of Paris and Lyons. We
fpeak not at all of the Netherlands, be-
cufe we know no works of any great
merit in the Flemith dialeét. It has,
for many years, been giving place to
the }‘l:‘nFll, which now bids fair to ex-
tguith it The lanzuage of Lifls is
I&‘mc the hinguage of Bruflzls; and,
1"“-;-1.:} a century more, perhaps, there
F.;; 02 no other dialect fpoken on this
W2 the Rhine.

L '].H:“:,}‘It: be expedted that we fhould
n)rurc _-L{:‘-ng of Polith and Ruffian lite-
i but we confefs we are little ac-

; ) except. through
‘hfo::,d,:r\,—] ;f Ch-crmnn,_rcvie\vs. We
i l.w";ot at the Ruﬂi;n_hnguagc has
proved ia later times, and is
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any works of great importance fhall ap-
pear in it, we will endeavour to pive an
account of them. The number of Po-
lith publications is.not great; and now,
we imagine, that unfortunate nation ]w/
be taught to lifp in the refpetive fan-
guage of its new mafters.
GREAT ERITAIN.

Having thus made the grand tonr as
rapidly as molt of our-modern travellers,
we return with pleafure to our native
foil 3 and are happy in the thought that
it has not been lefs produdive ot cvery
fort of knowledge, than climes that
enjoy a warmer fun.  Montefquien was
wont to [ay, * That Enpgland was a
country to think’in 3" and this concel-
fion from a French writer is no {mall
eulogy. la fa&, we are a thinking,
more than an ingenious nation : we
have fuldom been guilty of invention ;
but we are bold and perfevering imita-
tors, and have generally perfected what
had been invented by others: of this
our various manufiitures are a fenfible
and (kriking proof. ¢ Fos machines
font micux montécsy’? faid to us an in-
telligent Frenchman, whom we met
fome years ago at Birmingham; and
this is prre truth.  The employers of
our artifts fpare no coft; and our ar-
tifts, patient and well paid, leave no-
thing unfinithed in thcir various operas
tions, from the mill thar grirds the
Fugar-cane, to the fcrew that draws a
cork, Hence the great demand for our
wares all over the globe. - -

If our learniny and fcicnce bad but
kept pace with our mechanics, we fhould
have becn the moft learned and enligh:-
encd people uader the fun: as itis,

we have no reafon to bluth. ~ Let us
fee what we have done in the laple of
a hundred years.

1n the firlt place, we have confider-
ably pehithed and, at the fame time,
perhaps, enervated our language ; we
write more grammatically, but not mere
forcibly nor eloquently; we have a
good dicionary of our Janguage, but far
trom being a perfel one, or evea equal

; to

\




~

238

> thofe of fome othct mations, though
we are fometimes apt to boall the con-
trary. Its dole@s ure great and nu-

" pacrous 3 and we car por but Jament, that
4 pentleman ¥, who has lun;-:‘hb.‘mfud
to improve ity and & nply its deficiencics,
Las not met with that encouragement
1o which be had a claim ; and without
which he could got carry ou fo expen-
five zn undertking.

On oratory ad clocution, {overal
Welu! tradrs wod ieltures have appeared,
but theie is very lutle new in them.

3 Camobell’s Philoforky of Rbetotic,
snd Mr ) Walks
deltaearst, are thc
Lied that poflels or

Juave been Lrtle reads

) B § dess
iy of Speaking
uniy woiks ot the

inality 5 yet they

Hae
ihda
] FO00 - :
nong them Like
ap ke 1t ars.

ay 10 novds, the tranfi-

od hore, 1) number pre-
Since the for-

adfon poured forth its

t

¥

t z

{ontimen:a! torrant, a thouland ftream-
1 sed its courle, wnd pur-
1

' .r gl
doawey, with an uniorm {lmuanty
through the enchanted plains,

ty poetry has

]

An inunduiios o
alfo doduged th but the gr
. fublime, the Shakefperian, andQ
conic, feem beyond the gralp of ho-
dern baids. V'wo or thrce good co-
ve praced the fages but tle
i iethar-

medigs |
"Cragic Mufe has beenio a de
; for many vears.

Nutural hiltory and experimente! phi-
lofophy, mo
niliry, have mode greag piogrels amaong
us: but the Swicdes and Geiniacs iad
the way.

The chair of Newton has rot been

this 1s 30 matet of

peciatly botany and che-

refilled 3 and
nifhment, hio
beea made the reward and badge

iy,

Poltics have been cultivated
uncommon ardour, «ipeciatly Lnce the

Yiench Revolution:

ce academical Longu
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genious fyfiems have been broached,
which have not yet received the fandion
of public approbation. We avoid men.
ticoing DATcs, that we may avoid the
imputation of partiality.

1n theology, a wonderful revolution
has happened in this country. The
principles of Calvin, which were once
common to Prefbyterians and Epifcops-
lians, are now, In a great meafure,
cxpladed by buth ;3 and  Arminianifin
has had a \.L)nlplt‘le triumph over the
gloomy fyttem of Gomarus.— There
were fome few Socinians in the days
of Charles 11, and in every fucceed-
ing reign; but they were individuals,
who had no public conventicles, nor
ofteufivle communion.  Acprefent, fhey
arc a numerous and refpedtable bady,
and arc daly increafing, The acri-
monious oppofition which they ‘have
pet with from the eftablifhed church
aad the obifinate refufal of goveramento
repeal the g and corporation alls, have
not a litde contributed to this increate.
Sanguis mar{yrum femen fandorum, is an
uxiom that will always be found 10 be
true, whatfoever be 1t principles of
the perfecuted.  We fay perfecuied ; be-
caule we arc thorogghly convinced, that
cvery fort of refliainty in migtters o
ly religious, is a fpecies of perfecation;
althoughit be not perfecution unto death.
This latter, indeed, is happily abolith-
d, or, at leaft, gone pradualiy ingo (ﬁf'l
vic. We nolongerhianga {’nriﬂ/n pricit
{or faying mafs, nor bere the 1ongue of
an Unitartan with a hot iron for dcoving
the Lrinity. The times will not bear
fuch feverities 3 yet we have no-hufite
tion in oTerting, that as long as @ fingle
Britoa it, on account of kis religious

tezets, excluded from  any place which |

he is capuble of fillinp, genuine liberty
le dees met eoiov. ‘Lo calige nich by
penel laws, to whick alie, is t0 a‘f.\‘-‘-"
the bed of Procruftze, which p\u_zofo-
phy ~cught 10 have broken 1a [hects
i5f cver.  Differenge 1n opinion ' a8
patural as differcace i complexion}
and coe may be as jultly pml'.cmcd for
Leing Uik, brown, or fair, 83 for‘i"
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ing of this or that religious. perfuafion.
Theolesical knowledge is promoted by
.'h.(i‘n‘.t:; every party ert their ta-
lts «nd fagacity, 1o feck and draw,
from the common arfenal of controver-
fy, arms to fupport their own cauvfe s
wd from the clalh of arms mecting
wme, fome [arks of anquellionable
truth are now and then clicited, To oce
roiat of divinity, we feem almolt agreed,
famely, that the {riptures, our coms
mon rulz of faich, have not been hand-
ed down to us in their original purity ;
and both the orthodox and the diffen-
ter luve acknowledged the expediency
of corrcGing them by tie‘canons of
fourd criticifm.  The collation of ihe
MS3 of the New Teltament, by Mills,
and of the Old Teflament, by Kenni-
co't, docs honour to the Univerfity  of
Oxfurd ; and, from the fame feminary
of learning, we expe@ with avidity, a
collation of the MSS of the molt an-
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cient-and vahisble Greek verfion, known
by the name of ~Sephaggint. . No: dowbt,
the -other more ancient, verfions; parti
cularly the Syriac and Latia V%
will, in zime, be alfo collateds and
cach of thefe collations -will contribute
to remove from the facred Books, ihe
grubs and {traws that have ftuck to their
amber in the courfg of time.

The fine arts bave flourifhed in Eag-
land fince the commencement of ‘this
century, and particularly fince the infli-
tution of the Royal Academy. The
late Pretident, both by precept and iex-
ample, infpired our painters with a {pi-
rit of emulatiop, which has preduced
as many good artilts, as, perbaps, any
other pation, curing the. fame period.
We have allo {culptors, who do honaur
the nation j -and our engravirs are -
qual to any that France or ltaly have
produced. )

FOR THE SCOTS MAGAZINE.
ON COINS.

Sir,

ATTER conflidering the remarks by
Civiry in your lall, p. 184, I cannot
help going into his opinion, that coins
J be an excell.nt mean of preferv-

s of architcCture, or remark-
cvenis. llow valvable would any
ot be on which was ftruck, a good de-
fign of the elegant porch which orna-
nenied the approach to Helyrocdhoufe,
or of the arch and fpire which termi-
rued the High Swreet at the Nether
Pow. Would not this alfo be a very
prover metiod of banding dowa like-
ndis of emineot men? Who twounld
nat wihto be poffAfled of a good me-
lﬂmx:un of Smith, Hume, Robertfon,
.

Another obfervation occurred to me,
amcly, that therc is furely a moft fu.
Jiue neglizence in the perfons to whom
the duty of fupplying coinage is entraft-
«d by Government. _ 1 am well inform-
tdy that the provincial halfpence through-
ot the kinpdom at prefent amounts. to

‘oL, LVIIT.
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upwards of 410 varieties. I have fecn
a printed catalogue containing a defcrip-
tion of 361 different kinds, publifhed
fome months ago. Artifts remark, too,
that our gold coinage is but indiffercntly
exceuted, and ina much worfe {tyle than
that of any former period. As to the
ftate of the filver coinage, that has been
the fubjeét of daily complaint for many
years back. Sach is the rage for pro-
vincial halfpence, or tradefmen’s MI:QJ,
as they are called, thatjin one inftance,
the dye broke when the third token
was ftriking 5 of courfe, of that impre(
fion only two exift-; and:l.am inform-
¢d, that the prefent poffeffor of one. of
them has refuled sen guineas-for his im~
prefion. There is fuch a -demand,
from the number of colleftors, that, in
fome inftances, the fpecimens fell at fc-
veral. fhillings. -1 undesitand that the
ficlt impreffions bring generally fixpence
a-picce. Allthis ferves 1o mark one fea-
ture, ‘at leaft, of the prefent times.
Ldinr. 14¢h Airl'l' 1796. 0.




