served the unity of his plot better. " The great fc‘ene
of action is in the Netherlands, where our attention is
long detained, and our feelings deeply engaged by a
Brotractcd and pleasing solicitude for the infant exer-
tions of liberty. From this noble theme, however, we
are frequently led, and made to contemplate other im-
portant events, in the management of which the his-
torian has fhewn so much addrefs, that we always fol-
?ow him without reluctance. ‘They are all so happily
introduced as never to embarafs the great outlines of

THE EFFECTS OF IMAGINATION.
For the Editor of the Bee.

IN midsummer 1768, as a gentleman, by no ways
remarkable for firmnefs of mind, was sauntering with
two or three of his friengds in the Thuilleries, he was
suddenly drawn aside by a stranger. I know futu-
rity,” said the latter, with a peremptory tone of voice,
“ your countenance forbodes much happinefs; and

:”,l z ] . {lv effects of imagination.

- day you"will thank me for this hint.”
easily believe what {] ;
man imagined that there must
such a bold declaration,
explication.

Leb, y,

: As we
atters our wifhes, the poor gentle.

be something true iy
. : and urged a more particular
o oo grim.]clc 5.“‘mdlcr, after much fanical mumb-
o ace, inspects the hands, examines each
o hoa .tlr. co.untcnancc, and, at last, announces, with
du;’)ﬁ r::;r;:e](;fch?;ezwj:j pros;;eri}iy. This credulous

¢ ousand thanks; i
into his hands a six livre piece, retsuqur:tz’hiasnl(iirtfeu:::)lr:xg
i)};i:yi-mpli:tto;hcy .hnd not advanced a few steps when
b > piqued at such a paltry sum, called
k the g.emlcm.m. “ Alas ! said he, I dare not
:):Clllctoon_e cxrcum'stanc.c, however disagreeable you may
; nit. By knowing before-hand that it must take
i}zlaci}hierh:(is you may bc.enablcd to provide against
g g,mt}: an}:jcrwujl ;o wh‘xch you are destined is in-
thall have triumphed c:-v::ltrlllt:e:-upm(]’f TVhen el
fits.  The third will be so terribsll;“t:}i ‘i cor_“’“lsmn
at it will make

you tremble for your existence. Yet, if fortunatel
you fhould master it, felicity is your ov:'n.” Here thz
pretended sorcerer broke off his conversation and dis-
appeared in an instant, leaving his too easy, hearer a
prey to.n.lelancholy and disquietude. The latter once
more rejoined his friends, and stated his adventure in
thfz style of one seriously alarmed.
ceived he w:

v When they per-
o 1S 1n earnest, they used €very mean in
hxur power to undeceive him, and to convince him
t : "

at the whole must have been the trick of a fool, or
a knave, |

But it was too late. The imprefsion had al-

74 s
cady stamped his Imagination in a manner not to be

s
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effaced. In solitude, his consternation redoubled

and he was aCtually seized, first with one, and then
with another paroxysm. The third attack soon fol-
Jowed, and with such alarming symptoms as to em-
barafs his attending physicians. Recourse was there-
fore immediately had to Monsr. Petit, a gentleman,
who, to much profefsional fkill, added the more gene-
ral knowledge of philosophy. He was likewise dis-
tinguithed by singular talents for mimickry, and bur-
lesque imitation. Accordingly, he was no sooner in-
formed of the circumstances of the case, than he af-
sumed the drefs and manners of a fortuneteller. Even the
long beard, and the longer wand were not forgotten. In
this costume he entered the patient’s bed-chamber, and
at once imposed upon him, and confounded him by a
volley of learned words. He then allowed that ano-
ther sorcerer had predicted the disease ; but insisted,
at the same time, that he was a raw prophet, a mere
novice in the art of necromancy, whb could not forsee
many cjrcumstances that are obvious to a proficient.—
He next proceeded, with great solemnity, to examine
his hand, repeated the predictions of the fharper,
added some of his own, and concluded by afsuring
him in a tone of authority and confidence, that the at-
tack would not prove fatal. Trom that moment the
disorder took a favourable turn ; and the cure was, in
the end, compleated by the help of some simple me-
decines, and by Dr. Petit’s curious gesticulacdions, and
his sallies of wit and good humour. .
Some starch members of the faculty openly repro-
bated this degrader, as they styled him, of the pro=
Y 2
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fefsion, but men of sense and humanity applauded
him.

Leaving you, Mr. Lditor, to dispose of this little
story (which is a true one,) as you fhall best judge
proper, and wifhing much succefs in your. laudable
undertaking, I am, most sincerely, your humble servt,

NARRATOR.

ON CHANCES IN THE LOTTERY.
Forthe Editor of the Bee.

I HE following result of calculations on the com-
parative chance in purchasing a wbhdle ticket, and
purchasing a ticket in fbares of different tickets in a lot-
tery, is at your service, for the use of your readers; if
you think it worthy of insertion.

In the present Irifh State Lottery, consisting of
40,000 tickets, there are, among others, one prize of
20,0001. one prize of 10,0001. and two prizes of goool.
each. Therefore, with respect to these capital prizes,

One whole ticket may gain - - £. 20,000

Two balf tickets cannot gain more than - 15,000

Four gquarter tickets canpot gain more than . 10,000

In the above respects, the wbhole ticket is decidedly preferable.

That one ticket gains -

That twwo balf tickets gain -

That four quarter tickets gain -

£. 20,000 is as I to 39,999
10,000 i8 as 2 10 39,999
5,000 is as 4 to 39,999
In this view, the chance of a# is equal to one another, or in propor-
tion to the respective value of the prizes; but *
That one ticket gains
That two balf tickets gain

£. 20,000 is, as above, I to 39,099
15,000 is orly as 1 to 799,980,000 !

That four quarter tickets gain 10,000, is

9 Ito - - h

" 106,650,667,399,990,0%0 !
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which fhews a chancé against the last case, almost
beyond the powers of comprehension to conceive, but
which is demonstrable from the principles of combination
o quantities, on which the above calculation is founded.

From the above calculation, it may also be found,
that there is just 20,000 timesa better chance of re-
ceiving 20,0001, by one whole ticket, than of receiv-

ing but even 15,0001 by two half tickets.

As to receiving 10,000 l. by four quarter tickets, it
cannot bear a comparison with the chance which a
whole ticket has of gaining double that sum.

Were the amount of a whole ticket to be purchased
in 16ths of 16 differents tickets, the utmost pofsible
amount of the prizes that could thence result would

be only 3500l. but against even this there are many
hundred millions of chances to one.

I hope it will not be construcd, that the object of
this efsay is to difsuade adventurers from trying their
fortune in the lotteries 5 my object is merely to prove,
that dividing the proportion of a ticket which one
means to adventure on, into small fhares, is by no
means the way to get a great prize. If the object is
merely to have a chance of being reimbursed the mo-
ney so laid out, the dividing the ticket into small
fhares has a kind of chance of obtaining that end, but
if an adventurer wifhes to receive a great prize, as all
adventurers flatter themselves that they will, by all
means, keep close to one ticket to whatever extent is
meant to be rifked from a whole ticket down to an eight
fhare.

CALCULATOR.




