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chiefly of the ecclefiaftical preferments in ,E, ,_.:?_E.
—There are four g?ov«wnm.lld._ﬁn of Avignen is reck-
oned worth Joool. Sterling per anmum. o
‘The town of Avignon has no magftracy nor jurifdic.
tion; but theyare allowed to nswow certain privileges,and
have right to an annual revenue of no lefs than 25,00cl.
Sterling.— This revenue is faithfully admuniitered by
three confuls; one chofen by the Pape, one by the
nobles, and one by the v:..mp,:.nm.lr.m.?,«. compute that
five or fix thouland of this tcvenue 15 neceflarily and
attually expended every year in n_,n.b.:n new, and re-
pairing old bulwarks, to defend this town and fertile
country from devafllations by the two rivers Rbsne and
Durance.—Sometimes this expence amounts to greatet
fums.—From 7 te Boool. is annually neceffary and e1.
pended to fupport their three great hofpitals.—The
river Duranee is very remarkable for its :?a‘fo_ga
and deflruétive waite through all its courfe.—The peo-
pic have this common proverb, « ‘That the no.,m::.«&
«t Provence is afficted by three plagues; the parliamen,
¢ the menilral winds, and the river Durance.”—They
complain of vexatious delays, and exceffive expence o
law fuits, carried on before that parhament %.— ‘H.*_n?‘
pal nobility within this territory of Avignen are fewia
number, and inconfiderable in wealth.— The land pro-
perty is moftly divided into fmall eftatcs.—The rich
and great at Avignsn are French nobility, generally
from Provence, Languedsr, and Davphing; who 5 the
refdence here are entitied to certain privileges, without
affe@ing their rights as French (ubjects.—They keep
up the diitin&ions of rank and birth to 2 high pitch.—
They avoid intercourfe or fociery with burgeffes and
other untitled people.—They even conternn the papal
nobility, and in derifion call them by the name of

Papifls,

* The Purliements in France arc mercly cours of juftice ) 20t Fo
pesty legiflative affemblies, as in Britain.
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oN FOETICAL GENIUS.

Ot 1,

O TOLTICAL GENIUS,

00 e Fofeitind Dualitis of Peeticel Gentug,
The fuceel dul Competition Flay.,

To the Editsr of the Bre.
Sii,

T s aze fo much addicted to poctry and criticifm as
the pretvnt, it may not he improper to afcertain and il-
itrate the Eflential Qualities of Poctical Compobition. -
Are they not fully, thaugh bricfly, expreffed by Horace
2 the two following lines 2 .

voMana funaterumy des nom hujut honorem 27

a thele fines three particulars are mentioned ;— fn-
i—taens divintior—os magra fonaturum.  Favention,
vévine mind, or a mind unufually ¢levated, and ta-
s of powerful expreflion. We fhall make fomc ob-
ikmations en cach of thele fepararely. )
L. Bv tugenium may be here underftood invention, in-
reauity, or gt great creating power of the poct which
wpends on imuginadon. It is by this talent that the
poet makes a proper choice and arrangement of thole
weymitanees in an object, which, in fuggefting it he
means to employ.  Forthough we aferibe to him erea-
¢ powers, it is not meant that he forms beings alto-
sther new, or of materials tha: never exifted till he
iroduced them : we only mean that he works on the
autetials prefented to him by nature; he feparates and
tiows them imo new combinations.  He thus by al-
tming, and new modelling, makes new objeéts; with
- view to excite {tronger emotions than they would
sherwile occafion.

Poetic genius is diftinguifhed by the exercife of in-
~ton and imitation ; for they are in faék the fame.
22 Foet invents, that is, he throws circemftances into
itew form ; but that form is intended to reprefent, fo

Yor. v, ' Y
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2% to make 2 ronger imprefion, fomething that dees
exifty or has exificd. The great object of ulb imitatien
i« Nature, cither manimated, fuch as woods, vales, and
yivers, or atimated, as birds, Boatts but above all, the
Cetions of mankind. M1 vt cunough mercly to 4.
the poct mutt imizate. He 1 not ealy, for a.
amiple, 10 difplay anger by deleribing the pale face and
quinering lip; but he mudt, by fpeaking the language, dit
play the feelings of the angry man.  As he nrmnmq e
cates human nature he mult (uppofe himfolf the very
choracter he invents.  He mutt fpeak what cveryone
of the perfons he reprefents would naturally fpeak, and
teem to peiform actions fimilar o what the perie
would have done in that dituation.

‘The pattoral poct, for inftance, liss ro imitate the
maanners and cuftoms of the country Lfe. If anyob
jects arc introduced thatare not connceted with the paf-
torat life, they are improper. The objects from whick
the poct borrows his imagery muit be fuch as arc within
the fphere of the Mhepheed’s knowledge. If they fuppek:
4TCAt Huprovement in the fuicnces, they are imprope,
“nud caunot make a part ofa prftoral poem, "The cha-
Lacters too mult be fuch as are vuited to that Rate; b
pallions defcribed muft be modified fo as to be confll
ent with the fituation of the fpeaker. To [avihe
muft be always gende, is impropet becaufe fhepherd:
are often reprefented, and with juftice, as being e
vious and viclendy incenfed. But it would be impie
per to reprefent them as very srubitious, oF Carmying
‘heir refentment to violent or bloody excels. The
fame thing may bee iliullrated in ¢pic, dramatic, and
overy fpecies of poetical compolition. Inall of thex
the poct muit empley ficlion, but in .il of them h
nufl adhere to ?.c&..c;.:fu:m while he saventshe e’
saitates e is to exuite feelings, and this can only Ix

Jone by deleribing particular natural objects.
11. Dt the poet mult uot only invent,—hz muft o

. - . Sh R
aly have anpenuity 2ad thofe talonrs v hich depenatt

180 ON POETICAL GENIUS, O&. 1,

comparing hiry with himf{celf, fo to fay, and fince He.
_race fets fo high a value on fenfibility, and fince hen
he does not mention it in a formal enumeration of poe.

OGN POERTICAL GENIUS.

magination, he muit feed,—he mult have fenfibility,— -
we malt bave the mens devenrer. "This 1 conceive to be
¢ meanmr b the termis The cxpretiion is general;
vy 4 very diving mind, a more than ufually
hve mind. How comes that to lignify fenfibility ?
ad oot the meaning toe arbitrary 2 By attending
w the following particulars we flall 92»‘3_& judge

vtherwite

_.:. a_.r,,_..,.n 1ot that cxalts a mind, or makesit, fo
ta [ay, ._._M::(..u Is st nor Tuch {enility aa :;s.uuo:n
m exquilite feeling or fine afleetion?  All, or maolt
oy have fenfibility to the circumtiznees that befal
: emfelves 3 bat he whofe mind 45 fo (utceprible as to
b asdeeply aftected with what befals others, and with
Anary cvents, as other pertons are with real, may

[ ::_.3 have fine fenfibility, or the mens divinior,
, Lle poct, in this pailage, fpeaks like a eritic:
“Tate hie Bt o be fulpe@led of writing loofely.
He m.:,..g_:.. diltinguities very accurately, and cxprefies
bl vevy correétly.  Ieis not to be (ufpeéted of
.._"_r:mfc_t E...:EE difference, or of ufing words that
. .,........,.. merning, or are _.E._:E_»:". The difference,
ter ceample, between the iugemium and o5 magna fo-
i is ditinCtly marked.  Is it fair, then, to fup-
mic that he mesns no morce by the mens divinisr than
0 the mgenitm? By every rule of candid criticife
wzmutt fuppofe that he means fomething different ;
ad net only fo, but fomcthing eflental. 1= is Buwm._”
@ important enumeration : what is this fecond wunw...

aafar in _._:_ enumeration!  This leads us to remark
H._.,.....m.;. Fhat the poer, in other parts of his io_‘_.&.
where he delivers critical doétrines, dwells very parti-
calily on fenfibility.  He fays explicitly, in his epiltle
@ the iz, that without this it is impoflible to enter
? human paffions and afections, fo as to imitate
“.n.wv and {o as to move other perfons. ¢ Si vir me
.#..\f”“..... H_..uv..m wn.w.hh\wam‘.:ava_:...._widwh 15" Now,
St meaning of @ ;.«;.M_. is always bt known by

-
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i7d, to his fubject. He muft have the or magna fonatu-

= This quality, fo effential in poctry, as it is moft
apable of cultivation, deferves the more to be at-
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comparing hin with him{ddf, foto fav, and fince Ho
tace feis {o Bigh 2 value on fenfililicy, and fince her
he dogs 1ot mentien itin a formal enumeration of poe.
tical qualities, and as in this CHUEMETAON W mer
with an expreflian which feemy; general, but which
may have L—”? particuar meaning, we wutl, in famefs,
conclude thas the peet s contutent, means fendibn.
lity, and apprehends that he anncunces it Cthciently
by the nm.:_&—.» aevinr,

"That fenfbili the prwer of fecling, or fully con-
ceiving the paliens, afhections, or actions we wocld
delineate, is a peerliry ingrediont in poctical geriuy,
needs [mall bhaflration. The pafiage now ulluded

in Horace 13 fuficione,
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s Aur donnitabe, aut ridebo, Clniftia mxttem

< Vyghtum vorba desonr, drstuns plepa minarur,

o Tedersons laboive, feverun teria didlu,

L S5 s £os intus ad omnem

 Fortupaney ha vaz, aut impelie ad oy,

At ad humuin neerore gravi deducit, etangii;

+ Poft cfrtt ammi piotus, terprete liugud.
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I11. But what fiznify invention and fenfibility, i the
shoughts and fuclings of the poct are not wull cxprel-
ted.  He mutt have the o magra finaturwm,  He mud
be capable of adequate exprefhon, adequate to the grexs
objeéts, and patlions he would difplay. He may ums
gine the finett objects, he may be moved by the met
rxquifite naitections, but he cannot pleafs or mov
others, unlefs he makes them fee s he fees, and [ed
25 he feels. But he cannot transfufe his foul into theits
He muft ufc fome intermediate vehicle for convering
his thoughts to thofe whom he would affect.  Lar-
guage is this vehicle.  He muft fpeak, and fpeak po-
fpicuoufly, and accurately, and fully; he muft {peak,
and with energv, and in a manner adequate, @5 ®*
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Muft rot he be a great coward who always arta:
you behind your back, and in circumftances where
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id, to his fubject. He mult have the of magnz fonate-
omThis quatity, fo cflential in poetry, as it is moft
qoible of cultivation, defetves the more to be at-
Slal to, mmloculnivated. Perhaps nature mutt
safer imagination and fenhbility 3 but force and ele-
anee, at lealt perfpicuity and corre@nels of expref-
-amay be avtained by fudy. What that ftudy, ot thofe
acrcilss may be which tend to the improvement of
sareflion, 18 forcign from our prefent fubjeét, Sulfice
¢ that we have Thewn, that invention, fenfibility, and
asteftion are the effntial qualities of poctical genius.

=

Tevenium cui fit, cui meas divinior, atgae 64
Magna lonaturan ; des narmin hijus honorers, .
CRITO.

OX TALE-BEARING.
T the Editor of the Bee,

., po Ta'c-bearer, the strife ¢eafeth.

Vi the

crebes Sutoaan.

hitH
.‘w:oun the ufciul and ingenious effays that have ap-
wned i your Mifcellany, I fee none on the fubject {
e chefen.—1 propofe, therefore, Mr Editor, to
int out fome of the bad confequences which follow
s mo’t deteftable of all vulgar vices.

Vices that terminate in immediate deftruétion are
idom cxtenfively fatal, becaufe they are carcfully
gardal amainft, and rarely pratifed; but cunning,
iud, aud hypocrily, produce their cffelts without
bang adverted to.
ander is the eflunce of tale-bearing ; and flander
zmcs fo many fhapes to miflead, thae the moft cau-

are not always able to refilt its influence; and
b its concealed venom it becomes the moft exeruciat-
n7 feourge to mankind ! It difturbs the peace of fo-
iline, and (riends.
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gute [3%ry in the 21ft number of your Bee, and lcave
1off in uime.

§sr: is that great fermentatory principle which fets



