with au s watcrroen, and many of bis landroen, or
centinels,
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in any preffing exigency, do without his 22232.“ r-
him command their fervices in the moft gentle minuer,
Let all bis young men be centinels or land waitennis

their turn. Let no man be hindered from catching moles,

except in the harveft feafon, when all thould be ems

loyed in cutting down their corn.  Let all his fhep.
Wa..% on his paternal eRate be well paid fur taking caze
of bis flock ; but let thetr wages be fixcd, and sot paid
in fuch @ way as to hure his N:_.an:. Let no man be
encouraged to be indelent ; though his poor fabourers
thould be treated kindly. Let no man, who cannot cul-
tivate his ficld or pay his debts, be allowed to keep his
farmon Joho's northern eRtate, becauie the man's grand.
father or great uncle willed it fo, or becaufe fuch a cof
tom has prevailed formerly 5 nor Jet there be any bye.
laws or farming regulations oo his wife's eftate that are
not oo his jatcrnal farms.  Let John's ploughmen, his
weavers, and his watermen, charge what they pleafe for
their wages, provided no man is bound to employ them,
Let John alter the reguiations both about the price and
mealure of his corny and let aH bis bve-laws be plain
and fimple, that every ploughman, every waterman, and
every weavcr may underfland them. Let John seward
tvery induftrious fervant, and difcourage every fpend-
thrift and every filly feltow, whe will not work inall
weathers.  And where the health of hus people is hoft
by theis own folly, let him trul more 1o proper diet,
and 1o air and exercife, than to quack medicines of
keeping his people confined to clofe rooms. Let his peo
Pple be _.nm:_w_._m called to lay open their cafe to him;
and let his overiger be obeyed, but refpefied and fosed
xather than dreaded.  Let his people be atlowed to ma-
nage their .%noﬁo:w as they pleafe ; and let Jobn's.ond
be always faoved.  But etpecially ler John take proper

Reps for paying off his load of debt, “Till thus be dane,

_.M.T..OT,RM en the Ver brcation and St hmesT

his farmers will be difpirited, bis weavers difcobtented,
and his watermen oppre(fed and ill-treated, His debigare

mow fo grear, that they cannot be paid. at once ; othés-

wile

madern .Den_(.u “ \S.wf__u c.u.Ti..mm.uLu_

effort w retrieve his sm.p.c.w. Pagtiouiarly. us he cannot,
3 ia
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wife his le would find their intereft in paying them.
But, in g% of paying Johu for every drop of fpirits,
ale, snd even (mall beer which they drink, and every
botful of malr, or yard of cloth which'they make, and
s oumber of little articles about their clothes, their fhoes
scd haty, for the houfes in which they dwell, for their
windows which admit light in the day.time, or the can-
dle which they ufe at night, for ..Muv to fhave their
beards, and for powder to conceal their want of hair on
their heads, let John Bull’s people thew their attach.
ment to one of the beft fellows in the world, by paying
every man a {mall portion of his income to clear off all
the debts which John has promifed to pay, whether juft
debts or not ; only let the people whe pay the money
choofe proper men to manage it to the beit account; and
let John Bull's averfeers and his clerks be all tied up for
the future from booking zool. or 180l or rizl. rom
where John only got 971. And where this falle reckon-
ing bas been already made, let them getup John's bonds
as cheaply as they can ; and let John's managers, whe-
ther farmers, weavers, or watermen, be chofen by thofe
who give a confiderable fum annually to difcharge kis
debrs, M

If fuch meafures be adopted, honeft John will be re-
lieved from all his difhicultics. His ploughmen fhall again
whiflle at their plooghs ; his weavers thall dance at their
looms ; and his watermen fhall give him threc cheers
from their boats.

e e
STRICTURES

ON THR VERSIFICATION bIU SENTIMENT OF
MODERN POETRY. o

..Hz prefuming to intrude my remarks upos the Pub.-
& lic on a fubjeél.oh which I bave ziready written two

Ppapers; 1 feel fome apology neceffary. To corrett tie
. N Lo firerary
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literary rafte of a nation, and point out the prevailing:
defefts of the poctical compofitions of the prefent day,
nwvﬁ:.u an Herculean tafk, fuited only to the Arength
of thole whofe traafcendent abilities qualify them to be.
come the regulators of fcience, and will, perhaps, be
deemed a xotic strempr in one of the moft inexpe.
rienced votarics of the mufes. But while I venture to
make @ few (uperficial obfervations upon the flare of
poetical fludies in this no.._::w: I muft beg leave uttecly
to difciaim the ambitious defign of alfuming the charac.
ter of a diftator; it is in literary purfuits, as in the
tranfuétions of common life, we may be capable of des
te€timg, and juftified in cenfluring the defels of thofe
whofe general excellencies we may in vain endeavour w
imitate.

Though it mult be confelfed, that the art of form.
ing lives compofed of meafured fyllables, and ending in
correfpondent {ounds, cannot be confidered in itfelf s
forming w...m. part of poetry, yet it is 2 neceflary addicion
toit. The fame ideas which would gain admiration if exs

reffed in verfe, would found fliff and bombattic in profes
uch, however, a3 the * impofing harmony’” of num.
bers is calculated to increale the plealures produced
by the loftielt flights of imagination, er the moft re-
Gned delicacies of Janguage, there is one inconvenience
attending all regular verfification, and which cannot be
wvoided. T'he delight produced by it is of a nature to.
tally diftinét from that arifing from the intrinfic excel.
lencies of the poetry. A reguiar accentuation, and 4
fucceflion of fimilar founds, cannot give additional pathes
to an empaffioned fentiment, poignancy to z brilliant
fally of wit, or brightnefs to the lively feenes of a crea-
tive fancy ; fuch a delight therefore arifes whelly frem
the lines being fo conftructed as vo fali upon the car in
mellifluous and agreeable founds; it is derived from me.
chanical caufes, and its pleafures are merely fenfual. Tt
is {cldom that the conftruftion of Yerfes wiil be madete
correfpond with the fubjef, and therefore thi confiatt
recurrence of the fame regular cadence in every line

will
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will cloy the ear, efpecialiy in long poems, and inltead
of giving coergy to the expreffons, would in fome de-
gree lulfen thiese force, by producing effells fimilar ta
what are expericnced in hearing an oration delivered
throughout in one monotonous tone and accent which
e never varied according to the fenfe.  But as expe-
ricnce convinces ur thac this is not an evil of fuch im-
portance 35 to induce us to facrifice the fatsfattion arif-
g from the fafcinating harmony of aumbers, we thould
endeavour to draw a medium, by adoptingfuch a meafure
for general ufe, as thall poflefs the ndvantages of a regu-
lir combinartion of founds, acd will at the fame time be
utended, in the leal degree, with thofe ilt confequences
[ have already Rated. For thefe purpoles the tambic,
of which our common verfc of eight fyllables, and heroic
meafure of ten {yliables, are compofed, appears the beft;
like the fmooth gliding of a gentle current, it neither
&.Mcmm by its rapidity, or harfhoc(s of founds; while it is
fufficiently melodious to delight, its accent is not fo for-
tible as to prevent that emphafis which the nature of the
fubje€t demands being adopted. Hence, perhaps, it
will be found that poetry compofed in this meafure will
sdmit of a greater variety of tones and expreffion, and
a more pathetic and energetic mode of delivery in reci-
tation than any other, Another advantage is,*that lines
which are chiefly formed of iambic feet, admit of more
numerous combinations and paufea than other mea-
fures ; hence the ear is not cloyed by the continual re-
turn of the fame regular cadence, and the ingenious vers
fificr will meet with frequent opportunities of fuiting his
verfe to the {ubjed, »um making the found the echo of
the fenfe,

There is another meafure which, from the example
of fome eminent writers of the prefent day, has become
very fathionable, this is the anapeftick, confifting of feer
of threc {ylables, and is that in which Pafquin wrote
his Children of Thefpis. This fpecies of verfification,
from the rapidity of its motion, and the vavarying mumum

. o
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18 numbers, does not appear fuited to 8 poem of any
gth, though its Livelinefs may pleafe in a fhort one,
t, from the caufes juft ftated, the arvention is aptg
drawn off from the {enfe to the found, and the efed
many paflages, efpecially thofe of a tendet or eners
tic kind, is thereby confidersbly diminithed ; this will
pear obvious from hearing a pafiage in chis meafurs
ited ; though the reader may poflefs the moft delicats
phbility, or the niceft difcriminauve rafte, he can in.
pduce but few of the graces of delivery | thofe tooes
d accents which are ufeful in heightening the pathos
foraible and tively conceptions, can feldom be ufed
ithout injuring the harmony of the line. There
a kind of poetical compofition, or rather a medley of
kinds put together, to which moft writers, who hare
en fuccefsful in their licerary attempts, afpire; thivi
e irregular lyric, by many, falfely, called the Pindario
e. Alas, how futile is their ambition ! the dariog
blimiry, the rapture, the melody of the Theban lyre s
3 nought isretained but its whimficality. Perhape con-
nicoce is what induces many to adopt this jicentiour
ode of writing : a line of ten fyllables may not admir
an eafy formetion, in forne inftances j one therefore of
or eight 1 made to anfwer the purpofe ; a rhyms
&y not readily prefent ittelf vo their minds ro enable
em to complete the coupler ; its introduétion 1 cherex
deferred till che third or fourth, or perhaps the
nth or tenth line from thar to which it correlponds,
deed, there are few appear to underftand the true de-
gn of this irregular mode of writing, but imagine thas
egancipation from the ordisary rules of enticilin it
ly to enable them 1o write with more eafe and facility,
ough it muit be confefled that uniformity in repard w
e numbers and quantity of our lines, & far as i refpedly
pleafing influence Gn the ear, is an advantage which

sghe not to be (acrificed without neceffity. Whenevety’

erefore, this loofe method of writiag b adopted, _nwu
thor ought to be altuated by motives of a mort im-
portant
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naot nature thap thofe of mere caprice or convenience.
lis truc intention fhould be to give additional force
and pathos to his 1deas, by ?w:_._m his harmony to his
aapreflions through all the varying tranfitions of his
poem ; perhaps Dryden’s celebrated Odes on Cecifia’s-
day, are ihe Goeft inflances exeant, either in our ownor
WM language, of this fuitability of the verfe to the fub
- A great deal of that enthufialm which runs through
them, and which ajternately roufes the foul to joy, i
fames it with rage, or melts i into tenderncfs and love,
anlcs from its ingesious modulations,

There is one remark which may be deduced from the
foregaing, which is, that great attention thould be paid to
the fubjedt in this fpecies of writing ; 25 only thofe which
admir of {ch images asare caiculated to dehighe, furprife,
and terrify the imagination, and of fuch exprefions as
will excite the keeneft and moft lively fenfations of the
foul, will be found properly adapted for the pyrpofe.
Added to this, the mind thould be variouly nm.n.wnn_ by

a rapid change of fcenery, or by it different pafhions be.
g influenced by frequent and even abrupt tranfitions,
otherwife the fame verfification that i fuited to one pare

will be fuited to the whele. For want of artention to
thefe confiderations the greatet abfyrdities are come.
witted ; pattoral, fatyrical, political, religious and moral
poetry, are frequently written with all the licentioufnefy
of unauthorized aod unmeaning irregularity ; though
fuch compofitions mugt necefarily be deftitute of the wiid
eathufiaim of the {ublime lyric ode, and often, through
the inability of the author, fink into the mofl jejune in.
ity of Ryle. Similar remarks to thole above may be
made on the monoedy, or jrregular elegy : thar kind of
Pief which is of a caim and fettled nature, as beft ex.
nan.& by the common elegiac meafure of alternate tens;
W when, from the death of 2 mifirels, a near ..n_unmoa.
% friend, or other caufes, the mind. is fuppofed to be
verwhelmed by the poignancy of ity fufferin 5, and no
a.ucwszﬂusnnassu&omn- ies ;3 bue

yents
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venw itfelf in unsvatling complsints, and broken cxch.
mations § forrows of fo exquifice a naturc are beft exd

prefled by

A folemn, firange, and mindfol air,
" o5 Gad by Ats, Ly flants “i wald,'” ,

Perhaps it may be confidered that an enquiry intothe
fentsmentrthat charaélerize modern poetry i more fuited
to a moral, than a erivical dilferration. - But the impor.
tance of fuch an enquiry wiil, 1 truft, prove an excufe
for its being bere sttempted. The moft prevailing chas
rafterifiic of the gencrality of compofitions in verfe,na
romantic affeation of fenfibility : the writer, difgufted
with the dull umiformity of the ordinary 1ranfations of
life, and with the groffnefs and vulgarity that pervade
the opinions and manners of ordinary wortals, retirey,
or at leaft is fuppofed to retire, from the bultle of public
life to fome rural fohitude, where he can be at liberty w
indulge certain refleftions, and n:Tq certain refined de.
licacies of fenfation, which can only be rmai: to hearn
of the fneft texture. In fuch a fituation every fur.
rounding obje& of narure, the departing glories of the
fetting lun, the milder _.ma_m_..:.n of the moen glimmering
through the trees, the plaintive notes of the nightingak,
and even the murmurs of the weflern breeze, all con.
fpire to foothe his mind, and diffolve it into .a:m.n:.na
Under fuch circumfances the foul delights to indulge
mournfu) ideas. Some afflitive occurrence o‘.._:a hife,
the anguith he once felt when the hopes of ardent
affe&tion were blafted, the Iofs of fome near relative, or
faithful friend, who was the conftant participator of b
youthful joys and forrows, or perhaps fome gencrons
{vmpathifing refleftions upen the miferies of othem,
tend to throw a fhade over the fcenes which an allive
fancy may pourtray, and involve him in that _u_zmam.
melanchcly with which a delicate mind is fo well &

painted ; th ugh it is, in its nature and effefls, a pams

ox which the deepeft enquirers into human uuﬁc_,n“
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the f:n(&nan bﬂnra.. of our exiftence to exercile mr
tience, itrengthen fortitude, and purify them from vicey
o theg-confilserationslityartheiveurfe. rather thafi fhk
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not explain.  Under the influence of thefe fenfations he
vents tis complaints in fonnets, or other trifling effu-
fions, which appear to be produced by & great refine.
ment of fentiment, and &n acute fenfibility, rather than
by a vigorous and lively imagination. It i far from my
intention to condemn, or-deride fuch emotions, which T
am convinced conftitute fome of the moft amiable feelinga
ofour nature. Yet it ought to be the objeét of confidera-
tion, whether the exceflive induigence of fuch a roman-
tic penfivenefs of temper may not tend to undermine the
neblel energies of the foul, ‘and render thofe whe con-
unually delight in the luxury of fighs and tears, a kind
of mentai valetudinarians, unfit to perform the common
+duties of life, and incapable of bearing its malt ordinary
alamities

But there is avother fault too prevalent in the fenti.
-ments of modern poetry, that is an unmanly defpon-
deace, and peevith queruloufnefs, which often pervade
the compofitions of many of our writers. It is not the
privilege of genius to be exempt from misfortune, but
they appear to deem it their privilege to trouble the
Public with their complaints, forgerting that fuch a kind
of writing is the leat calculated 1o gain attention, or to
sfford delight.  They may indeed fometimes p-oduce a
tranfient tear of {ympathy ; bat if their ?E.a%u are al.
ways of & local and perfonal nature, and continually in-
volved in the fame cheerlefs gloom, they muft fiil roin.
teret, and their readers will at fength turn with a lift-
ki3 difgult from their produ&ions, ta thofe that are bet.
ter calculated to amufe and infiru&.  But their com.
wr::u are often attended with refe&tions that are irre-
igious and un philof. phical; that are calculated to deftroy
hope, enervate exertion, and render others as well a3
Wemfelves the vilims of piniog difcontent ; they paint
life in the moft fombre colours, and reprefent man as
beiog formed by his Maker merels for mifery and dif-
Wponrnrent, without refledting that the afBictions
which the virtuous are doomed to bear are defigned by

VoL. 1V, pA the
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the benevolent Auther of our exiftence to oun_iﬁn‘_!.
ticnce, ftrengthen fortitude, and purify them from vide)
they confider ratianslity as their curfe, rather than they
privilege and glory, and wiih, or at leaft pretesd o
wilh, that they could exchange all their attainments is
knowledge for the dull infenhibilivy and mental vacuiy
of the ignorant rullic.  Way, the poor funatic has beey
the objett of envy to fume of aur modern melancholic,
becaufe he has loft thofe powers of rcfAeflion which an
the greateft burden they futtain ! This life is not con
fidered by them as a probationary ftate defigoed to pre.
pare us for a more perfe&t and cxalted exiftence, 2nd
ever the profpeét of death affords them comfort, it is nat
becaufe they regard it as a dark aveoue leading to foenn
aw”. inconceivable brightnefs; they confider it merelya
the

« s e v os .. "rranguil thore,
Where the pale [peéftre Care fhall haunt no mare,”

It is indeed an event they profefs ardently v wifb for;
but the greatct advantage they expe& from it, is to lok
the feafe of milery in utter forgetfulnefv. How degrad:
is it for true genius to employ feif in fuch 2 manner |
a writer is bleft with a lively fancy, he ought to endea-
vour to [oothe his own woes, as well as divert thofe o
«others, by leading them to wander with him in an ely.
fium of his own crearion ; and not increafe the real evik
of life by conjuring up fcenes of iitious horror. Ifhe
is diftinguithed by a more than ordinary refinement o
fentiment, or by an elegance of fiyle in writing, b
ought to difplay his fuperiority in a better manner tha
merely by exprefling him{elf with a more gloomy el
quence than that of which others are capable.

JOHN JAMES PEAT:
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LEADING TRAITS OF PUBLIC CHARACTERS
WITH ANECDOTES;
Or Helps for the Brographsc Hiftorian.

BY A FREAND OF THE YISITOR,
Fh cowverfant in the Circles of Fafwon and Literature,
[ Comtinued from page 153]

s —
TBE BEAUTIFUL AND CELEBRATED DUCHRSS.

HIS Lady, {o highly diftinguifhed by rank, beauty,

and accomplithments, is one of the moft amiable
and worthy mothers in the kingdom. Her Grace has
always been in the true motherly habit of fuckling ker
own children, to fufiain the neceflary wafte of sm.aar-
fhe never feruples to refrefh herfelf with a draughe from
2 tankard of wholefome Englith beverage, any mors
than the mothers of lower degree. Bur however do-
mefticated, her Grace muft fometimes play; and that
wnfortunately feldom failed to bring on an embarrafi-
ment for ready cafh, notwithitandiog the large income
of the player. During fuch flreights, her Grgce, in
former times, that is 10 fay, thofe of yow# and indif-
eretion, has nut unfrequently condefcended to deal im
fiks, by difpofing of her imports to the mercersin town,
for ready money.

On a certain very preffing occafion, every other res
fource failing, it was determined toupply tuone of cthole
monied men who fo liberally offer, thr.ugh the medium
of the public papers, their affiftance to fuch as fiand in
need of i, Accordingly one of thele fecretaries of the
2od Plutaswas fent tor {who at the very mention of the
same and rank of the applicant blefled his fars) and in-

wroduced to my Lady Duchels. The fellow, who was

Za ) ’

08,08,/2005 UN-L LIBRARIES




