1 fhall conclude this head by the fol-
lowing remark. =5
Notwithftanding there appears in the
human. body a certain capacity of long
“life, which feems to difpofe it to pre-
ferve its exiftence inevery fituation; yet
this capacity does not always proteét it
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from premature deftrultien ; fot amon;
the old people whom I examined,
fcarcely met with one who hed not loft
brothers or fiters in' early and middle
life, and who were born under ¢ircums |
flances Equally favourable to longevity’
with themfelves: ‘

"\
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OF :all the feierites which afford mattef

of fpeculation to the mind of many
there is fomething in Poetry that not
qnly diftinguifhes it from every other
fpecies of knowledge, but that bears
about it the rharks of divinity and infpi-
ration. The poffeffion of this talent is
looked upon, even in thefe days of de-

generacy, as an emanation of the divine.

Spirit ; and it is well known that the
Bards and Minftrcls of antiquity were
venerated by the Pagans with a fenti-
ment of adoration, that bore all the
marks of that zcal which diftingdithes
the Chriltian world in their reverence of
their Prophets and their Saints.

The antiquity of Poetry is ugiverfal-
ly allowed, hut the origin of it is vari-
oufly accounted for, Mr. Po
cides with the opinion of Scaliger and
Fontenelle, am‘ﬁays it down as arifing
in-the calm eccupations of rural life,
and célebrating in paftorals the happi-
nefs and tranquillity of a fhepherd’s
days. But it is more natural and more
rational to fuppofe, that the firft poems
were hymns or odes made in praife of
the Du:{. who by the Royal Poet
commanded his people o praife bim in
the cymbals and dances. And tifis con-
je@ure feems to be frongly favoured by
thofe beautifulfragmentsthat are fcatter-
ed thro’ the facred writings, and efpe-
cinlly the fongs of Mofes, which are the

- very foul of grandeur and fublimity.

eré can be ‘no doubt but that
Poetry, in its infant ftate, was the lan-
guage of devotion and of love. It was the

coiu-

“mon thougtits and trivial expre

on POETRY.,

heard the morning’s dawn ufhiered in
with the orifons of birds, and the even-
ing warbled down with notes of thanks
and gratitude ; when all hature exulted
in praife of the omripotent Creator §
when the mornin, é’z: ang togetber,
and all the fons of ed for joy 5
that {pirit of devotion which feemed to
hreathe through the univerfe, infpired
the human heart, and thefe happy ob-_
je€ts of divinie love 1

i join'd their vocal worfhip to the
choir
Of creatures Wantifg voice ===

Enraptured thus with the love of
Gfoidi, nnﬂ‘ﬂlla{l with dan g;\gful ‘idea
of his power, glory, -an nefsfifhe
foul, incapable :fr;nding words incom-
mon language fuitable to its lofty cona
ceptions, and difdaining’ evéry thing
low and profaic, was obliged to invent
a language of its own. 'Tropes and
figures were called in.to exprefs its fen-
timents, and the diétion was dignified
and embellithed with metaphors, beau-
tiful deferiptions, lively images, fimilies,
and whatever clfe could helpto exprefs,
with force and grandeur, its paffion
and conception : Difdaining .1f,' m=
ffions, it -
foars, like a being of {fuperior faculties
into a diftant region, and afpires at’
that is fublime and ‘beautiful, in order
to. spproac Vrfe&ion and beavitude,
Nor was this [ufficient :—the mind dif-
f;ﬁsﬁed with culling only the moft nable
thou

ghts arrayed in foreible and luxu- -

voice and expreffion of the heart of riant terms, and ‘perceiving the fweet- -
man, when ravifhed and - tranfported nefs which arofe from thé mielody of
‘with a view of the numberlefs bl :g: "birds, called’in mufic to'its ‘aid;/ when

_ that perpetually flowed from God, the ‘thefe illuftrious thouxhu"{, raified and

' fountain of all goodnefs. When the " dreffed wi:h'rom'p and ‘fplendor, were
firftscreated Jil!r,_amiq_ themfelves in  fo placed a3 td produce ha ‘s the
fhe gurdes of Pers :, smidff s inic long and fhort, the fuiooth kad seugh
mnmramm y ' fyliables were varioully “'combined to
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, Fingent Zolio carinint nobilemy ledgment he very cvidently fhaws -ove can aficrwards: make | {t
 principh ‘urbiom i - m., pufuded,e?hu o can +This would be mnentl
. natur foboles mtcr amabilcs be.a Poet, unlefs he received nthia ‘to Poetry ; and thoug
- :  ponere. me choros 3 E pirth from heaven, by fome in. baps, to bn maiud m a J g:‘
lt dente minus mordeor umdu ﬂu&ncc or impreffion t of ‘in regard ning-in yot it
id . O teftudinis aures whu:h arz and ﬁ.u tpn never iu:ermn. that I m
0 ' B;I:::t'qua ftrepitum. Pun, . F The celcgutcd t_u' :V:llum by zl;at name co : S lbingt “as
$ mple takes a flep yet fumt er, and ‘8 wife man,” to ufe Seneca’s - words,
i S o o i, i o iom i d R gl cosemig i o e g, 2 b et zhem wosk Bbour
Stant immot nibil . ’ : - that ** the leaft grain of wit one'is n orget.
mmwur gewisy nibil f in ma:nu '}'omm I:::nemhc;.t:; eft, i i vmh. is worth all the WPW!’N! : - .x' y.g .
Quod monttror pratereuntiu ‘
Flet tamen,—— Romana fidicen ly [cﬂ: . X
Quod fpnro.n phm, {1 placeo, tuum ' n R:'0O 8§81 ANA
Thm&hh.!orlmutonmcwell. ) . NUMBE R LIL
iths mo;uy to ba ina good humour;  The ¢smmesdation gm:n by Scaliger’ : )
ncither it lefs eclipfed with the tothis Ode isfo extraordinaryy that it is._ 'ANBCDOTEG of ILLUSTRIOUS and EXTRAORDINARY PMI
mg:n:;nc?“ a‘f_ the ia':u::f ;mwm g:down b::lrm:ﬂtq:vcry b:ody.m ‘Tba;; be - PERHAPS NOT GENERALLY KROWN,
wit ] 1 t the ¥ ral ave been 1be writer of 1t tban
that it 13 almoft as difficult a thing ytu be King of Arvagos.. The follow{l;g i a " A SHINGOTERRELR AN TATCRES ! ,H_Am.;'r. 3
a Poet.in fple of fortunc asitisin fpite Tranflation.of it by a Poet that flourithed ( Continued fmu Fo! XXIV. Page 431. )
of nature. Upon the whole, one may fome yeau ago. ‘
faf:l{, pevasunse, that the qualifications - JAMES THE SECOND, “ — s h"hm by ﬁh-::“ oEree,
oet arc the peculiar gifts of Hea- 5 .o ow it is; b : 35 e ian milery
md promoted and embellifhed by ! H%’ODE sl - L i’:.'.i"i":..?ea pan make b ¥ O to his lips the Orangejuioy
ncurrence of cvents, Poetry - WHOM thou, O daughter chafte of way at Court;” faid.that Prince one day * Shall poifon's fatal il produce. |
a 0ot :hc ince of art; and I thin Jove, - st0Mr. Sedley, ¢¢ Pleafe your Majefty, The diary of this milguided Prince, and
* what Valerius Maximus has afirmed _ Didft, at his birth, with eyes of love whofe fault is that1” was the reply. MAny other curious M S, relative tothe
concerning virtue, may, wicth cqual, or Bahuld; in Ifthmiian ames, nor.he In'a Journal kepe by, one of juncu hiftory of Britail, were in the libl‘lrr of
mbmnmfon“d ,mh.lftll?u ::, :'r:l' anl: for the wregler "s wrcnth fhall Courtiers, there are thefe gurious ﬂmn e -§°°M"r (‘:ﬁl;*;:; &";‘é'dm
— R s fanced ; 29, WL LR, .
m.dv&mn)u&u Ut politiora, wow  Nor his lateft lincage ;uu, , o OCTORER. sa. :68!. o E‘;:gfl and ﬂ'mf'f ,'!'Pﬂf*‘! favages
7 ;‘ : mq quoniam mdm By-conquering in the chariot-race : - 15 Jacques. Second ndmmqmt ; y if indeed it is not doing them
m nafilar magis quam Nor him the toils:to warriors known, fit placer upe Girouette dpu un: ke too much,honour to give them that ap. -
Jm lkﬁ muu may pofibly fcrw A laureli’d chief! fhall lead along ; ;illn puille voir de fes apartements hm“ P‘“‘ﬁ“ Some one was fg"‘mm
& _gemusy but cannot .m #  Bue fruitful Tibur's windiag floods,: 4 QCTOBER 39, 1688, day, before a celebrated writer, * ihat
kmr than nature made ity as arough  And the filent gloomy woods, ¢ Jacques dikit3 M. Barillos, Am, the mod¥rn French a of
diamond 1s lm;htened in value,but To render famous thall confpire, « = . _hﬂ'ul;urdc France (moi prefent), Vah ; the Monkey and the YI"‘- »
‘ouly prepared fo be fet in view-by the _ For the poem of the Iyre, dong, 13, vent. declaré Papifte 3 ); Bir, what have thefe poor vg
hand of ¢ ll,ldlry Imperial Rome, the: nntfeof famne, sjouta en baifant la voix, ¢ Vouo done to deferve the “ﬂ'l"‘m“?“

.1 inténded to tnm (rid & few words indly does enroll
here on the utility of Poctry, but as this Amon‘. tha Poets ciu?&:::l:mr,

ly.
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eper 3lready exceeds my ariginal de- Envy now abates her ire. ol 8 pncmnu 37 I“l- ; : #ﬁ"m o “
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