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adopted, and has fince, no doubt from
the fuppofed infallibility of the An-
cients, been boldly repeated ; altho’
the Fins of Fith in water, are fo far
from being likeiy o firike the atten-
tion of « Savage, that they nre
fcarce Wwifible, or their movewents
difcoverable, onclofe infpe@ion The
Tail was likewife fo far from having
any connection with the origin of the
Rudcer, that the Balzas or primitive
Rifis were managed, inflead of a
Helm, bv boards placed vertically at
the head s well s the ftern, and
pushed decper or shalliwer, as circum-
flandes required, like the Paddles
ufcd, fubfequently, by the Pilots at
the extremities of a Cance.
Excluding the fhorter procefs of
dire@ lmitation; the gradual dif-
covery of the Sai/, without any great
efforr of geniu., worthy, either of an
MEoLus or a DEDALUS, or of a fearch
into another Element for the dorfal
Fin of a Filh, as Mr le Prefident de
Goguet fuppofes requifire, may appa-
rently be traced with equal congrui
ty. A man would hardly have be-
gun to pufh along his new acquifition
of the Raft over a Pcol beyond his
own depth, when, in the ccurle of
ftanding up to look about him, or
whillt paufing for reft, he muft have
noriced, that the wind, a&ting upon
his hody, made the Float glide for-
ward in its own dirc@ion.  On this
beirg obferved, if the wind blew fa.
vou-ably, his love of eafe would foon
fhow Iim that ke might fave himfelf
the t-ouble of ufing his Pole ; and
thait the more he increafed his bulk,
the more wind he oppofed, and the
falter the Raft moved. - The means
and material being at hand, the rea.
dieft way of increafing his fize was
by fpreading out his Skin Mantle, fo
far as to form a kind of Yard of his
Arms  This producing the defired
effect, he would naturally endeavour
to continue it without the neceffity
of doing duty himfelf, and it would
at once firike him, without much if-

genuity, that his Pole, or annthep
like it, might [, pry the place of his
Body, and a Busuch fixed acrals i,
tiat ot his Arms, wnilit a larger
Skin would coileé more Air than
his Mantle, and Thongs would do
for Ropes and Bindings. Hence by
degrees would the moit common oc-
curreaces lead to the Sail, the Yaid,
and the Mafl;  When the wind op.
pofed him he would have recourfc to
his Pole ; and when favourable, would
indulge himfelf with the huxury of
rell, by hoifling his Sail, on bis Maft
and Yard, always kept erected ard
ready to receive it. The primary
Rafts on the River Guirquii, in
Peru, fuppoled by the ingenious au.
thor of the Sketches of the Hiiiory
of Man, to be :he fir(t inhabited part
of America, were managed by a
Sail.

The refemblance between the
Guiaquil, and the Nile on the Ol
Continent, in feveral particulars, is
curious and remarkable,  The poor,
untaught, fearcely human, natives of
Terra del Fuege, carty in their Ca.
noes * large Seal Skins’ ¢ accafion.
ally to be ufid for Sails.” Aud
even the Veflels of New Zealand in
1770 could ““ouly fail before he
wind.” It is not, however, by wny
means clear that® “ Sails were at Jast
added,"” agrecable to the theory in
the Sketches; fince in the natural
progrefs of fuch events zs have been
piftured, and were likely to pive it
birch, it may have been difcovered
prior to the Qar and the Helm,
and only poflerior to the Rsft and
the Pole.

Thefe Inquiries have impercepti-
bly extended themfelves to a much
greater length than was expected.
They do not pretend to the difcove-
ry of the Origin of Navigatisn, but
only by afcertaining the Fiff Ap-
pearances ot the Art, and dehineating
the various Path. that have been
followed, to endeavour to point out
fome others leading toward: the
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Tountain Head, attended with fewer
obitacles and difliculties than any of
the preceding ones. “Like thole in-
to the place of Homer’s birth, fuch
Iovettigations unqueltiovably derive
much of their confequence from the
importance of the {ubject with which
they are corncéled.  In making
them, however, a perfon becomes in-
teretied in the authenticared hiflories
ofhis own fpecies in the earlietl tages
of Society, and is unavoidably firuck
with the uniformity of the Contri-
vances of Mankind in a ftate of Na-
ture, over the whole Earth ; howev-
er dillant either in time, or place,
the different Hordes{ Tribes, or Na-
tions, may be from each other. The

" Log, the Raft, the I'ree Boat, and

Bark  Sail ;—the clay, bark, and
wicker Hut, thatched with Bark,
Leaves, or Straw ;—the Bark, or
Skin-covering, for a part, or all of
the Body ;—the Club; the Spear
lharpened at the extremity, and har-
dened by fire, or pointed with bone 3
—the Bow, and Arrows headed with
Flints ;—the Stone- Axe ;—the Fifh-
ing Hook of Shell ;=~where Trees
are fewer and the Climate colder;
the Skio Hut Boat, Sail, and Cloath.
ing ;—and, in every fituation where
Wood or Flint is to be had, the pro-
dultion of Fire by’ fricticn or colli
fion j—are all foinvariably adopted ;
that one is almoft inclined to think,
men, in a rude {late, are led to thefe
by Inflinés, fimilar to thofe of the
inferior Animals. Rafts {prang up

cqually on the Nile and the Guia-
quil.  Wherever trees are to ue met
with,even Bansand Arrows Trough-
Boats, and Fires produced by fric-
tion, though not the moft apt inven-
tions to occur to an uncultivated
mind, are to be feen likewife ; and
the Human Race feem to be infli-
gated to refort to them by a natural
Impulfe, fomewhat refembling that
which direéts the wonderful opera-
tions of the Squirrel, the Bee, crthe
Beaver.

But, whether Accident ;—Inver-
tivmy, the offspring of Neceflity ;—
/lﬁr.,‘?;-mor the imitation of In-
flinét ; has given rile to them : Such
were the Rudiments, the {mall be-
ginnings, of Navigation! an Art
which has given a New charaéter to
the Modern World, by which it has
rilen to an infinitely higher degree-
of civilization, ingenuiry, and happi-
nels ; and which has fbis/ded the in-
dependence, and producsd the fupere-
minent wealth and glory of Great
Britain in particular '—¢ Cel 2
Pinvention de cet art,” fiys M. le
Prefident de Goguet, © que le com-
“ mexce doit fes plus grands progiés,
** De tous ceux que Vefprit humain
¢ a enfintes, il n’y en a point dont
‘¢ il doive 2 plus julte titre fe glori-
“fher. On pourroit dite meme de
“la Navigation, qu’elle paroit en
“ quelque forte furpaffer les barres
“de notre intelligence, et les re-
¢ fources de notre fagacité.” (L. 4.
c. 1.)

J ON A CRITERION OF PERFECTION IN WRITING,

From Aikin’s Letters from a Fatber to bis Son.

YOU muft frequently, I doubt
difguft at the dogmatilm with which
the moft oppofite opinions relative
to the comparative merit of authors
are laid down in writing and con-
verfation ; and you muft have withed
for fome pofitive criterion to apply

not, have felt equal {urprife and,

to thefe opiniors, in order to afcers
tain their folidity, at leafl to your
onn fatisfactiongif not to the convic-
tion of the difputants themleives,
Attempts have been often made, in
the walks beth of,literature und the
fine arts, to eftablith fuch a criterion,
and to reduce to pickiie rules the de-
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terminations of what is called ra/e ;
but the wide difficrences ftill fulfilt.
ing among tho'e who lay claim to
this quality, fuificiently prove the ill
fuccers ot thefe efforts,  Senfible as
I am, that diverfities either in origi-
mal conformation, or in early affocia-
tions, mult ever prevent mankind
from feeling exally alike with re-
fpetttothe objedis prefented to them,
I have no fanguine expe&ations of a
near approach to uniformity in their
Judgments; yet I conceive it poffible
that a train of thought may be fug-
gefled by which a tolerably unpre-
judiced mind may make fome pro-
grels towards the attainment of ra-
tiongl principles in matters hitherto
leftlto the decifion of vague fenti-
ment. I do not fee why it {hould be
Iefs pradlicable to ftate the grounds
of vur preference of one work of ge-
nius to another, than of one moral
adtion to another; and I conceive
the fame general method may be ap-
plied in both cafes ; namely, to con-
fider what was the end in view, and
how far the means employed have acs
coroplithed tlieir purpofe. All the
works of human art may be examin-
ed upon this principle; but T (hall
at prefent confine myfelf to the no-
bleft of all, that of avriting, or litera-
ry compsfition.

The firil and moft obvious purpofe
of writing is to communicate with all
poflible force and precifion the ideas
of the writer to the mind of the rea-
der.  This effeé is abfolutely indil-
penfable ; and therefore every failure
arifing from the fechle, the inade-
quate, the embarrafled, the ill-ar.
ravged expreflion of thoughts, is ab-
folutely contrary to the perfeQion of
a writing. I will net ftop to parti-
cularize inflances of this defe& ; yet
T cannot forbear obferving that ma-
ny works which bear a high charac-
ter, if judged of by the diffi-ulty
found in developing their meaning,
the ambiguities and perplexities re-
maining after ¢very effort of learu-

7
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ing and fagacity to elucidate them,
and the feeblenels with which they
at laft ftrike the mind of the reales,
muft be very thort of that perfeciion
which prejudiced admirers attailums
to them. Great allowances, doub:y
lefs, ought to be made in favour of
works compofed in a language lon:
extinét, and referring to modes cf
thinking or living long obliterated.
Yet fome of the works to which [
allude are known to have prefented
thefe -difficulties from the time of
their firlt appearance ; and a compa.
rifon with others of the fame period
will fhow that the faults belonged to
the individual, not to the age.
What bas been faid above refers
to fiyle in its moft confined fenfe, or
the manner in which a writer gives
enunciation to his idees; and the
point of perfetion thus far is that
the language fhould be an exad
tranfcript of the thought. This a-
lone includes many of the firft quali-
ties .of writing. It fuppofes in the
writer a perfeét knowledge of the
value and import of all the words he
ufes, as well fingly as in combina-
tionj a knowledge which forms no
mean part;of philofophy, and can-
not be attained without much redec-
tion and refearch. It fuppofes him
maflter of the art of combining claufes
and fentences o as to exhibit in the
cleare manner_the dependence of
ideas one upon afother, and the train
or fucceffion in which the procefs of
argumentation confifls. It requites
him to have at hand a fuflicient ffore
of expreflions, and yet to be pofll-
fed of judgment enough not to run
into prolix:ty ; to know how long he
may dwell upon an idea with ad_v?n-
tage, and when its further repetition
would be wearifome tautology. It
may likewife be extended to include
that fenfe of propriety and decorum,
that air of good compagy, which pre-
vents an author from fhocking his
reader by vulgarifms, or difgufting
him by fingularities. By thefe, whxc?
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1 think are intelligible and pofitive
requifites, a criterion may be eftab-
lithed of writing, as far as it is the
drefs or image of thought, i

But the merit of the thoughts them-
felves cannot be feparated from our
votion of good writing ; and many
of its qualities mult bave a reference
10 the powers of congeption in the
mind whence the ideas proceed.
Here, it mugt be confefled, our cri-
tesion becomes more vegue ; and we
are in danger of being thrown into
all the flucluation of opinion atten-
dantupon fubje&s of mere tafle. Qur
only refource in this cufe isa com-
prifon between the cifects apparent-
ly intended to be procuced by the
wiiter, and thofe really produced
—in other words, yhat he has at.
tempted, and what He has done.

The attempt in fome cafes is fo
fimple that it is not ifficult to pro-
nhuunce concerning its fuccefs. “I'he
trunciation of a truth, and the flate-
ment of a plain argument, as in fci-
estific topics, are complete with re-
f_peﬁ bath to concejtion and expref-
liany when all that is wanted, and no
more, is communicated to the reader
its molt precife and intelligible
fv{mv Clear notions, jin ubjeéts of
this kind, almolft neceflarily clothe
themfelves in proper language ; and
To one, while receiving the whole
inftru@ion he feeks far, fee!s a want
otany thing more perfe@. Mathe-
mat.cal demonttrations, and didafic
l:_ﬁ-ms of art or fcience, are of this
kiade In thele, if the writer is me-
thedical, clear, and concife, he has
dor}i his part.

The varration of a matter of falt

perhaps comes next in point of fim.
Plivity ## but here, diverfity of con-
tption has a much wider fcope.
Circumfances frike different perfons
fo differentlv, that two are rarely
fourd to agiee in their account of
the fame tranfa@ion, if in any degree

©mplicated. Independently of the
popeafity to alter and exaggerate,

255
the felection of incidents varies much
in different relators. Some dwell
minutely upon what to cthers would
appear frivolous and uninterefling.
Some dramatile a flory by afligning
to each aétor his own peculiar lan.
guage ; others rclate the whole in
their own words. In general, ke is
the moft perfe@ narrator, who puts
his reader moft completely in the
fiate of a fpe@ator; who traniports
him to the very fpot, maiks out to
him all the perfonages by their cla-
ratteiiftic features, and flls the fcene
with manness and s&icn.  For fuc-
cefs in fuch an attempt, nothing is fo
neceflary as an imagination capable
of recciving and retairing flrong ino-
preflions. Where this exifls, and the
lubjed of defeription is an interetling
one, no great artifice of language is
requifite for producing a complete
effe@ :and frequently, the moft per-
feét fimplicity, and the abfence of all
defign, prove moft fucccfsful, The
ftory of Jofeph in the Old Tefla-
ment is manifellly written withoue
the leaft art or effort, yet a more af-
fe@ting one is perhaps no where to
be met with. Muny other narrations
in the Jewiil feriptures are equally
unpretending and equally excellent ;
and it is 2 remaskable circumfance,
that the oriental flyle, fo ftrained and
figurative in lyrical, prophetic, and
even didactic compolitions, fhould be
fo fimple in the deflcripiion of faQs.
But this kind of negarive merit is al-
moft all that is wantéd in the fpecies
of writing in quellion and if the rc-
lator has tafie enouglito abflain from
affe&ed phrifeolopy, unfealonable di-
greflions, and impeitivent remaiks,
he car {iarcely fail, with a fele@ion
of ftriking incideuts, to produce the
delired efF- Q.

The next in order of fimplicity
feems to be, an attempt to convince
by a proce’s of argumentation ad-
drefled to the regfon.  When a per-
fon is malter of Lis fulj.@. and bas
it laid vp in Lis mind in its propec
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ordonnance of gradation, proceeding
from the fimpleit propofitions to the
more complex, and cftablithing a re-
gular feries of deduétion ull he ar-
rives at the intended conclufion, it
may be thought that his power of
communicating to others the notions
he him(e!f entertains, will follow al-
moft of courfe.  Yet, I believe, ex-
pericuce has (hewn that men of un-
douhted intelleétual fagacity have
not always been happy in attempts
of this kind ; and on refle@ion it will
be {een that literary talents, if not of
the higheft clals, yet rare and refpec-
table, are required for attaining the
firft rank as a logical or argumenta-
tive writer. Great precifion in the
ufe of worlds, clear arrangement of
all the members of a fentence, clofe-
ne‘s of method, firength and concife-

nels of expreflion without harfhnefs -

or obicurity, are eflential to perfec-
tion in this department of writing ;
and if fomewhat of the grace and a-
menity of language be added, which
is not incompatible with the other
requifites, the effe@ of conviftion
may be promoted, by leading on the
reader , plealantly through a topic
perhaps natorally dry and unalluring.
¥ conceive Cicero and Hume to be
examples of thjs union of every ufe-
ful and agreeable quality in difcul-
fions vorely philofophical.

If the manner of the former of
thele writers in his (triCter philofo-
phical works be compared with that
in his pooular ethical pieces, 2nd his
nrations, a jult idea may be formed
of the progre’s from an addrefs to
the reafon alone, to an attempt to
perfuads by uddrefling the affeflions
likewif-.  This combination is era-
tory or elsgurice ; and there are few
occafions of importance in human life
in which the pofleflion of this quality,
either in fpcech or writing, is not
felt as a hizh degree of fuperiority.
Its field, too, is (o large, that its point
of abfolute perfeétion is fcarcely al-
fignable; and gemius, that celellial
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faculty, to the powers of which ng
limits can be afligned, finds in it fuf.
ficient play for all its energies. Rhe.
toric has long ago been defined * the
art of perfuafion ;” its end, therefore,
is {ufficiently obvious; and it may
be faid, in a general way, to be per.
fe@ when it attains that end. But
there will commonly be room fo
afk, Would not {omething more ex.
cellent have anf{wered it better?
might not a more fkilful orator gain
over conviflion to the oppofite fide
of the queftion ? Reafon, by itfelf, is
a principle of tolerably cqual opera.
tion in minds properiy dilpofed to re.
ceive it ; but where the paflions are
of the party, no one can be fure of
the event, Tafte allo affumes great
fway where appeals are made to the
imagination or to the finer feelings;
and admiration may contrihute to
bias the decifions of the judgment,
The perfection of oratory, then, will
be feen te be a very complicated con-
fideration, referring not only to the
fulije treated of, but to the perfons
to whom it is addreffed. Let us,
Lowever, limit the cafe to an addrels
to perfons prepared by a certain de-
gree of refinement in manners, and
of acquaintance with the beauties of
literature 5 to perfons, alfo of fenfe
and knowledge of the world, and un-
der no immediate -impreffion of en-
thufiafm. In thefe circumittances, I
conceive that argument fhould be
the ftaple, the main body, of the dil-
courfe ; and that the appearance of a
declamatory effufion of common-place
rhetoric fhould by all means be 2-
voided. Butargument may be great.
ly affifted by the variety of lights in
which it is placed—by ftrong de.
fcriptions, pathetic or humorous, re-
fulting from real or hypothetical con-
fequences of the matter in debate—
by drawing to a luminous point or
focus all the inferences and deduc-
tions flowing from the train of rea-
foning—and by a ftyle of language
animated with energetic expreflions
an
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and lively images, In thefe particu.
lars confifts the true art of oratary,
an art which it is in vain to teach by
formal rules, enjoining certain divi-
fions and fubdivifions of a fubjeét,
and dire€ting the orator when to be
warm, and when to be cool, when
fimple, and when metaphorical. Such
fylematical rhetoric produces no-
thing but pedantic and tedious ha-
rangues, which weary the patience
of every hearer, and though they
may be applauded in the fchools, are
of no ufe or effet in real life. The
orator who wifhes to perfuade, muft
take his rules frem his fubje&, his
sudience, his own feelings, and his
own peculiar talents; for talents of
very different kinds may by proper
management be made equally to con-
cur in the grand effe& of perfuafion.
In fome, a rapid ffain of argument,
frictly deduced from the matter in
debate, delivered in earneft, glowing,
but not choice orjornamented lan-
guage, and dwelling long and fully
upon the fame topics, has proved
highly fuccefeful.  Such appears to
have been the eloquence of the Gre-
cian Demofthenes; and fuch.is that
of a {peaker, certainly not his infe.
tior in_powers of mind, the Englith
Fox, This fpecies, however, feems
better adapted for oral delivery, than
for writinge To the hearer its effeé
is enhanced by the accompaniments
of voice and a&ion; nor is he liabJe
1o be offended with negligencies or
tatologies which ‘might give difguit
in the leifurely furvey of a reader.
On the contrary, the wide reach and
compafs of thought, the fplendour
and copioulnefs of illuftration, the
profufe imagery and poetical concep-
tions of a Burke (a man whom I
know not where to parallel,) might
of:cn‘{ewilder and fatigue the hear-
er, while to the reader they have af-
forded the higheft gratification, and
often proved irrefiftibly convincing.
The Rrong, pointed, homely fenfe of
8 Paine, however, bas not been infe

* Ld. Mag. April 1800, Kk
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rior in efficacy ta his antagoniit’s
profufien of excellencies; and thus
every different mode of oratory, if
pradtifed by a mafter, may preduce
in its faveur the criterion of perfec.
tion. This is, to convince the rea-
fon in the very face of prepoffeffion ;
to wield at will the paffions ; to calm
the furious and roule the torpid : in
thort, to effe by the mere power of
perfuafion, all that can be done by

brute force or all-fubduing gold.
The perfeétion of hiftorical com=
pofition demands a fill greater af-
femblage of literary qualifications.
Oratory, in the dire® form of ha-
rangues, once conflituted a part of
it; and fome eof the beit {pecimens of
eloquence of this kind are to be
fopnd in hiftories, But though this
practice is row abolithed (I think,
judicioufly, as it injured the moft efa
fential of all impreflions, that of ve-
racity,) yet occafions continually oc-
cur in an interefling narrative in
which fcope is given for the moft
genuine eloquence, And notwitha
ftanding it may be true, that authen-
tic hiftory, however written, is ca-
pable of giving pleafure, yet I pre-
fume there are few readers to whom
it would be indifferent whether they
took the relation of Agrippina’s land-
ing at Brundufium, of the trial of
Strafford, of the death of Mary queen
of Scots, from a Tacitus, Hume, or
Robertfon, or from one of the vul-
gar chroniclers of the time. More-
over, we expeét from the complete
hiftorian a lucid arrangement and
ikilful developement of fads, .often
involved and perplexed with contrar
ditions ; fagacity to trace the con-
nexion of caufes and effe@s; peves
tration to deteét the motives and trug
charaltérs of men, however difguifed
by artifice ; together with that phi-
lofophical fpirit and freedom from
prejudice which entitle the writer tg
aflume the office of an inftruor, and
point the great leflon of human e
ventss Pofleflod of thels :cquiﬁ;;:_,
9
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the hiftorian may be allowed confi-
de:able latitude in his ftyle, If Le is
merely perfpicuous, corredt, and ele-
gant, he will avoid blame ; but he
will not attain the praife of a fine
writér withoui the power of enrich-
ing his language, when' the fubjet
favours hiw, with-every figure that
con give it force, majeily, and beau-
ty. Hiltorical writing is in prole,
what the epic is in verle—a field for
every varied exertion of which the
compofer’s mind may be capable.
This obfervation leads me to the
fpecies of compofition with which I
mean to conclude; Poetry—the moft
diffidult of all to reduce to the laws
“of critical judgment. The diftin-
guifhing purpofe of poetry has often
been Rated to be that of pleafing ;
‘but various explanatiors fecmn necel-
fary before this principle can be a-
dapted to ufe. Perhaps the whole
bufinefs of verfification may at once

be referred 1o the pleafare it is by
experience found capable of giving
to the ear; an idea I thould willing-
1y admit, asit would eftablifhan ealy
difcrimination between poetry and
prole by a fiugle charadteriftic, which

otherwife is not to be found. But
in order to eftimate the value of the
other ingredients of which poetry is
compofed, we ouglht, I conceive, to
proceed beyond the fimple notion of
pleafing, and expand our idea of the
art to the comprehenfion of afl trat
in avriting is capable of imparting to
the mind every imprefiin in its mifd
exquifite degree. It would lead me
too far were I to erumerate the va-
rious figures of poetry, and attempt
to thow how each contributes to the
augmentation of imprefion. Itis ob-
wious, however, -hat the figures of
comparifon illufirate and enforce the
origimal idea; and that profopopzia
and perfonification bring the fcene
dire&ly before the eye, and beftow
en it life and altion. That the pe-
culiaritiec of pogtical language alfo
give pleafurc 1 mean not to deny ;

7
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and perhaps poets have in fome cafes
more attended to the amulement of
their readers, than to the enforce-
ment of a particular fubjeé. This
feems efpecially to be with fome~
writers the intention of fimile, which,
if purfued to minutenels, as many of
Homer’s, fubflitute a new piétuie to
the imagination, often to the tempo.
rary obliteration of the original one,
But this is really a fault when it -
terrupts the tomle of a narative of
itfelf highly intercfting. .
The poetry of defcription and of
fentiment is no other than efogucrccin
verfe ; and the advantage of this form
over that of profe arifes from the
pleafure, and indeed, in fome cafes,
the confonance of effcét, obtained by
meafured harmony, together with the
licence of ufing without reftraint
thofe figures which give glow and
animation to language. One of the
moft perfeét examples of the efficacy
of thele means is Pope’s epiltle of
Eloifa to Abelard, of which the
theughts are almott all to be found
in the real correfpondence between
thofe celebrated charaders . but how
are they heightened, how adorned,
how animated by the rich melody
and vivid expreflion of that great
mafter ! Compare, too, the fkerch
given by Virgil of the battle of Ac-
tium with any pgofe relation of the
fame event. V@?lh how much more
force and diftin@nefs is the fcenz
brought to view ! how is it aggran-
dized by a felection of great inci-
dents, and the fuppreffion of every
thing petty and trivial ; above all,
what dignity is thrown about il.by
the introduétion of fi€titious perfon-
ages, fuperior to human ! It is this
ule of féion that many critics have
regarded as the principal charaterit
tic of true poetry; and doubtlels
when.it contributes te enhance the
defired impreflion, it is the noblef
exertion of poetical genius. But
how frequently is it found that-the

introduction of celeRtial. beings only
: tends
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tends to degrade the human; and
that the mixture of preternatural e-
vents unreafizes (if I may ule theex-
preflion) the natural part of the fa-
ble? The mere produétion of won-
der and furprife, which fome have
repreiented asthe moit effential bufi.
nels of peetry, is often attempted
with atleait as great fuccefs in profe ;
witnefs the Arabian Nights, and the
whole clals of novels and romances.
On the other hand, {oiye of the fineft
poems are limited to what is ftrictly
natural in defcription, only heighten-
ed by a fele@ion of the moft ftriking
circumftances and the moft perfect
{pecimens, and fet off with all the
glow and relief o‘f ftrong colour-
ing.

I return then to the criterion of
perfeét poetry, and venture to fug-
gelt that it confills in the force with
which it imprefl~s the hear or ima-
gination. joined to the pleafure it af.
fords by the artifice .of its numbers,
and by the variety and fplendour of
izs dition. The number of fubje@s
on which poetry is employed, and
the different forms it is made to af-
fume, will ever allow a wide fcope
to the diverfities of tafle in fele&ing
its favourites ; nor can any general
rules controul the effe of partial af-
fociations. It is, however, defirable
that the mind fhould acquire a fenfi-
bility to excellenck of as many kinds
as pofible ; and he is the happielt
reader of poetry who can enjoy the
mafterpieces of every age and coun-
try, and in every fpecies of poetical
sompofition. There feems to be a
greater propenfity to make compari-
fons of merit in this, thanin any other
department of literature § and in none
does dogmatifm of opinion fo much
prevail. It is an ufual thing for thofe
who are the moft rapturous admirers
of one author, to affeét the profoun-
delt contempt for another, perhaps
his rival in general fame. Yet I
imagine the criterion above mention-
¢d, if fairly applied, will afford as
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decifive a teft of poetical merit, as
exifts for.muany other kinds of litera.
ry cxcellence. One exception, how-
ever, mult be admitted. It is impof.
fible Tor any one td acquire an ades
quate feeling of the beauties of ver.
Sification in a foreign language ; and
therctore he fhould decline all com-
parilons in this point excepr between
the writers in his own.

From the notion above given of
the perfeétion of poetry, I think it
will follow as a corcllary, that true
talle cannot approve any of thele de-
vices for making it eafier to the com-
poler which have been lately prac-
tifgd, confilting of loofe verfification,
the abfence of thyme where expe-
ed, profaic fimplicity of language,
and the like ; for, that the real pur-
pofe of fuch liberties is to favour the
Jazinels of the writers, and not to
add an agreeable vaineiy to their
performances, I am well convinced.
As poetry is a luxury and pot a ne-
ceflary, its multipiication is not an
objet to be fludied at the experce
of its excellence ; and a little of it,
of the fineft kind and the richeft
flavour, anfwers its purpofe much bet-
ter than an abundance of ordinary
growth.

What, then, after thefe particular
inquiries, fhall we fay conftitutes the
general perfe€tion of writing? 1 can
difcover no other univerfal principle
in this cafe, than that which is ap-
plicable to every .effort of arte—the
degree in which it accomplifhes the
purpofe intended. This confideration
will, no doubt, ever leave room for
fome diverfity of judgement; fince
neither the purpofe, nor its attain.
ment, will appear exaltly in the fame
light to all. Yet I cannot but think
that it offers a more promifing ac-
cefs to uniformity, than might be
conceived by one who had neber fe-
rioufly dwelt mpon it. Erroneous
judgments, elpecially of the unfa-
vourable kind, are often made from
the unreafonable egpe@ation of what
2 was
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Was never defigned—of what was
impoffinle to be effected.

Let the critic then begin with ob-
taining a clear idea of what he ought
to look for in a work of lirerature,
and not pronounce its condemnation
becaufe he does not find what igno-
rance alone could have led him to

expeét. With a judgment fo prepared,
and a mind free from ordinary pre
judices and partialities, he will pro.
bably feldom fail of deciding rightly,
concerning that approach to perfec-
tion, which is all that the condi-
tion of human nature will permit
to the moft exalted genius.

CURIOUS PARTICULARS RELATIVE TO THE CAPTURE OF SERINGAPATAM,

From the Afiutic Annual Regifters

JE entered the territories of
Tippoo Saib, from Ryacottah,
on the sth of March, and encamped
Ybefore Seringapatam on the gsth of
April ; and it may be confidered as
a fortunate ciicumftance that the
Sultaun did not employ his whale
fo-ce againft us, inltead of turning
"'+ attention to the Bombay army.
¢ cunberous baggage and nu-
usattendants on the Nizam force,
@y well us that of the European
troops, tht immenfe quantity of pub.
lic ftores and provifions, the long
train of ordnance, with above forty
thoufand Benjarries, formed, altoge-
ther, fuch an hoft as not to admit of
being covered by our army ; fo that
if Tippoo had employed his powers,
with the military fkill which he was
fuppofed to poflefs, he might, with-
out hazarding an engagement, by de-
fultory fkirmifhes, diftant cannonades,
and other hoftile movements, have
fo harrafled our infantry and weak-
encd our cavalry, that a great part
of our baggage, ftores, and ammuni-
tion would probably have fallen into
his hands, and the army greatly im-
pedad in its march to the place of its
deftination: and, moreover, as the
rainy feafon was approaching, there
is reafon to believe, that had the Sul-
taun employed the force he poffefled
with: equal judgment and aQivity,
the immediate obje of the campaign
might have been defeated. ~
. It had, indeed, been for fome time
reported, that Tippoo was becoms

fubje& to fits of mental derangement,
and the whole of his conduét feems
to juftify that opinion. He had dif-
mifled all his faithful friends, who
had ferved him long, and had ferved
him well, from his councils ; and had
called into his fervice men of little
experience or capacity, who won his
favour by flattering his caprices, and
pra&ifing an unrefifting fubmiffion to
his will. The former had alway: dil-
couraged their mafter’s difpofition to
connect himfelf with France, as preg-
nant with the mifchief it has fince
produced ; while the latter promoted
it for no other reafon, but becaufe it
flattered his hopes of gratifying his
refentment againft the Britith power
in India. His treafures were im-
menfe, and his army was not only nu-
merous, but in a high ftate of difcip-
line and equipnfent. However, by
not employing the one, and mifem-
ploying the other, his fali has been
precipitated, his capital taken, and
his country conquered, in a manner,
and with a rapidity of good fortune,
which was equally improbable and
unexpelted.

His powerful empire, which had
been fhaken and diminithed by the
military fkill and political fagacity
of the Marquis Cornwallis, is now
raled, as it were, to ifs foundations,
and the houfe of Hyder Ally degra-
ded from the ufurped power which
it had maintained during a period of
forty years, The importance of this
event to the power and commerce of

. Great
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Great Britain in the Ealt, is not
within the reach of ordinary calcu-
lation.

From every appearance of the
improving ftate of Seringapatam,
the cultivation of the country, the
number of its inhabitants, and the
advancing progrels of its military
eflablilhment, that capital would, in
a fhort time, have been impregnable ;
and the power of Tippoo Saib would
have been at lealt equal to the com-
bined ftrength of the European fet-
tlements in India.

The Sultaun, certainly was not in-
altive ; bat his a&ivity was mifgui-
ded, and became inadequate to its
obje&t. He deftrogjed the villages,

_ and laid wafte the country in front

of the army ; but by not lufficiently
fpreading the tracks of devaftation,
his purpofe for diftrefling our army
was defeated, as General Harris, by
a flight deviation from the ecommon
road, reached his deftination at the
time he wifhed, and without any ma-
terial interruption. From the late
plentiful rains, and:the peculiar con-
{rultion of the tanks, which could
not be entirely drained, there was no
deficiency of water : and though the
ulual attempts had been made to
poifon it, by fteeping init the bruifed
branches of the milk hedge-tree, no
very obnoxious effe&t was produced:
for though no prohibition, or bodies
of guards, could prevent the men or
cattle from flacking their thirlt at
thefe tanks, very little inconvenience
was felt : very few of the people fuf-
fered any diforder whatever from
the poifonous impregnation. The
fickn#ls that did, at any time, appear
emong the troops, arofe from the
heat of the fun, extreme fatigue, ir-
regular refrethment, and efpecially
among the common men, from the
intemperate ufe of every (pecies of
vegetable they could find, and par-
ticularly of the fugar cane.

The altion which Tippoo rifked
on the 27th March at, Malavelle,

with the sight wing of our army,
was ill conceived, as it was ill con-
du&ed; becaufe, having the choice
of his “ground, he ought either to
have received us with his whole
force, or to have avoided every kind
of regular engagement.

By turning to the left on the fe-
cond day after this aflion, inftead of
croffing the river, as Tippoo appears
to have expetled, we gained d flourith-
ing and highly cultivated country,
which, molt fortunately, his deftroy-
ing hand had not touched. After a
march of about fourteen miles, we
reaghed the Cavary, without the
lealt moleftation, and got poflc{lion
of the large fort Soocilly, which was
full of cattle, grain, and forage ; and
commanded an excellent ford, which
the army, with all its equipment,
paficd 1n one day, without any lofs
o interruption. Even to the very
vicinity of Seringapatam, General ¢
Harris had the choice of his routes
fo that he was enabled 1o fit down
before it, with all his refources for
the fiege undiminifhed.

The evil moft to be dreaded on
this fervice, and a tremendous evil it
is, was famine ; and which the Sul-
taun had the means of producing, if
he had been wifc enough to have em-
ployed them. The whole of our draft
and carriage builocks, public and
private, died, and rice had rifen to
three rupees the pound, on the day
when'the city was ftormed. It was
not till nine days after that event,
that the detachments, commanded by
Colonels Read and Brown, could
arrive with fupplies ; notwithftanding
all the cavalry, and a brigade of na-
tive infantry, hed been detached
under the comwmand of General
Floyd, to favour their jun&ion; fo
that if we had not fucceeded in our
attempt, the cqpfequence would have
been fatal to the avmy; and that we
were not repulled, was owing to the
incomparable conduét and intrepidity
of the troops, as well as by the judi-
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