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56 THE FORCE OF

.
IMAGINATION.

So, Alfred has been busy, 1 sce, in
sketching a portrait of his brother Horace !
Tt is a likeness, eertainly ; but the romance
of the picture is somewhat highly eoloured.
Horace, thongh imbued with genuine poetic
feeling—though alive to the beauties of
nature, and a worshipper of genius in every
corner of the earth—is not so engrossed
by the contemplation of an ideal world, as
to be insensible of what ispassing in a world
of reality.

Alfred is a very ditforent character from

Horgee; so different, indeed, that, when [

together, the two present a striking con-
trast. Grave, solemn, and dignified, he
possesses papt of the srch phuyfulness
that lights wh the smiling countenance of
fiis junior brother, With & high scose of
integrity, justice, and honour, he combines
no small portivn of ion; nnd, desirous
of employing the fmily interest, at some
future period, to ensure his return as one

of the knights of the shire, he devotes him- |,

sctf chiclly to the study of uneient and
modern history, of the constitution/of his
country, of the laws of nationg)” and of
potitical ecomomy in ull its varikty of de-
tail.  Mis mind is comprehensive, boldapnd
firm; his organic powers are great and
imposing.  Tn Parliament be will prove the
detectar mRd the scourge of corriftion, the
unhounght independent  supporter of the
attar and the throne.

Alfred, howewer, neglecta not such _mnf.z
studies as\ may facilitate the attainment of
his object, \ensure its success, and m-mw_?"
with éelat. Favoured by nature with 3
voice full, clear, snd mellow, of stento.
rian force, and admirably harmonized in i
tones, he employs it daily in the recitation
of poetry, and of the finest arations of
Greece and Rome. Thus, gradually, and
almost insensibly, with the cssentials of
elocution he acquires its freedom, its grace,
ond its dignity. Nothing, indeed, can pre.
vent him from becoming an oretor of the
| first order of excellence, unless, in some
" cvil hour, he should yield to the solicito-
tions of his friend, Harry Burnet, and sub.
mit to take lessons of one of those accom.
' plished persons, who, through the medium
. of the daily prints, obligingly tender their
services 1o qualify young ladies und gontle.
men for the stage—and to * finish > the
latrer v.o,. the pylpit, the bar, or the senatc.

Circumstances considered, our tiwe bas
| paussed not unpleasantly-—not unprofitably.
Our literary correspondence is rather ex-
tensive than otherwise ; and, as our Ltle
circle is sometimes enlarged by the arrival of
select and friendly visitors, whose intel-
Ueetus] wenlth is freely edded to the com.
“mon stock, the authors of * The Tmun-
viratr " coafidently, though unassumingly,
hope to excite some portion of public
notice. *C.AG

THE FORCE OF IMAGINATI

Tuenx is no faculty more delightful, and
at the same time more terrific, than imagi-
nation. It may be readercd the source of
pleasures the most exquisite, of miscries
the most weute; and, in its conduct, truth
fiction arc at timer so intimately and
industriously blended, that it becomes dif-
ficult to draw a line, and determine where
“the one eads wnd the other beging, Man-

kind arc fond of the marvellons; and
know nothing that gratifics the narmtors
of such sterics more, than to see their
awditors with every faculty held in sus-
, of rather conceatrated in pute at-
teation. I there be one or two, here and
ihere, with their mouths sgupe wile cnough
for & horaewdragoon te travel down the

\
throat, or with a?m from their
sockets, so much the better. Minding them
thus Fberally inclined to swallow, or to de-
vour with their optics, whatever they may
think proper to present, it is rarely that
they fail to embellish and exaggerate.

It is said of Pisander, a Rhodian histo-
rian, that, infected with a terror of mectiig
his oun ghost, he avgided poing shroad.
His friends endesvouredito reason bim on:
of this ghostly fapey. He would listen 10
them paticntly, and agree to all the pre-

summing up, when be wonld start up, o
claiming - *“ | deny the whole of it—1 Jent
the whole of it.”  This story, if truc, e
hibits a singular picture of the mind, wher

mises, till he found that they were ..Fs.
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the power of reason is acknowl till
it is fikely to interfere with ”rnom_omﬂa._uw of
unagination.

1 remember somewhere meeting with an
account of & young men wheo fancied him.
self dead, and repeatedly urged his friends
ta bury him. Finding every effort fail to
effect a cure, they at length hit on the fol-
lowing experiment. He was dressed in his
grave clothes and laid upes & bier, which

was borne by several men; when -pear.the

cemetery, they were met by ucam”‘.o\hvn}

who inquired of the gqs_!_.cfnaa.miom
me

carrying to the grave? On being infor

they immediately began to load the de]

ceased with the most opprobridiag epithets,
and to relate atories of him, ip which he
appeared in a most ridieulouk and con.
tewptible light. The man of ,@wﬁ_.?w
and listened il his “ spirit waxed wrath i
when, starting from his recumbent position,
he fiew among his treducers, and fully at-
tested, by the infliction of pugilistic. chas.

. lisement, how keenly he felt the sense of

mjury. The purpose of his friends wus
now campletely answered ; the exertion he
had used, and the sgitation of splrits he
w& endured, circulated his blaod, and dis-
m_ﬁmm_z.u morbid fancies which had haont-
ed his imagination. He awoke as from &
dream, and in a day or two was sufficiently
recovered to laugh at his former malady,
>. volume might be filled with the atrange
faucies of women, when v the situation
that “Indics wish to be.who love their
A_a_..._u.: though, at the present day, & belief
m zﬁ. effects.of such & morbific state of
seasstion is neatly exploded.
1 now come to my own actusl expe-
Hence, There is nothing J cannot believe
of a bighly excited imagination during the
parexgem : that is, during sonve short in~
tervel of excessive agitation ; but such extra-
ordinary phenomens, when they prevail
during 4 considerable portion of life, are
fot the result of imagination but of mad.
Sa..ua.&_vﬂu%unman&gnmnqi
ovalife that affbcted me dreadfully at the
ume, and left & most fearful impression long
sfer. Even now a thrill of horror attends
the recolleetion. Let me premise, that I
had the misfortune to be an only zon, and.
that 5 such I was privileged to bave as
many P.__B-—vg. “ To correct the

and the world would do that soon enough.”
T was an excellent patron of the glagiers,
keeping them in employment all the year
round. In China they have a religioun
celebration called “ the foast of lanternas”
in the immediate vicinity of my residence,
there might very properly have been & “ Ia.
ment of lanterns,” their destruction being
one of my principsl plessures, whether
\mﬂv_&nu by old women, or by their am-
ems, the watchmen, Once I was nearly
the death of o young lady by frightening
w.n_. horse; and my mother, on bearing of
| 3t, expressed her regret that “ I was such ap
arch lad” Let me perpetrate what rlis.
chief I might, the only redress the com.
plairant obtained, was the information that
T was “n funny boy” Fate, as if 10
putish the pervenity of my nature, tock
from me the only persons who were jn.
am_:a.» to tolerate my conduet, My parents
died within & short time of each other
and left me, with a very i c .
patrimony, to the care of an uncle, whom
I commonly designated by the titls of O
Qliver Squecrecrad, and his sister by that of
My Pinvkback ; little thinking that she
ever iﬂu__wo authorized to pinck » back of
mine, which, in the wa &.l.? correc-
tion, she often EMQE.__.%P The es-
tablishment of an old bacheior, or of an
old maid, separately, i not x paradise.
What are their joys, when they meet in the
same hiouse—nouz, sylky, and inscasible |
I now suffered enaugh, physically snd men-
tally, to atone for all my former sins. 1
was once mischievous, from & wanton Joye
of mischief; 1 was now so from & sense of
duty. The equity of Providence, [ thought,
had sent me into this ssistly irm sas do-
mestic scourge; and in giving Squeexccrad
and Co, some real cause for virulence and
ill-temper, I saved them from the sin of
which they had hitherto been in the.con-
Biant commission-—that of causeloss .aq.E_..
bling and unprovoked malice. AR this oy
readers nigy be sure made me an smcomnion
favourite, % Qh! be's o plrasent boy,” y
untle, with ironieal bitterness, would
exclaim ; while, in & tone Wwhich dope-deited
remarkably well with that of the . fag
speaker, Miss Pinckback would ery, “ Abh!
God help his parents—'tis well they're *
dead—no doubt he killad them |* Having -
thus in her own mind set me down as a

J
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parricide, of course there was no usage too

bad for me; and as love begets love, [ na- |l At ten o'clock, therefure, as the two

turally thought mach the same of hatred || ones of
with regard to her; not-but that I will al-][ a light and entered the chamber ol d

ways say, there was a virtue in my motives
which er's wanted ; amy aim was the core
rection of her faults; und he who could

undertake such an Hercobean task wost ) jug of ale bes

—.—F—r.ﬂ _.—g.— no ,ﬂc_:u.:nw: —_:——P_. ~ Wis awaro
that the best medicines were made up of
the bittere<t ingredients, and 1 wsually
; proceedings by thut rule,

reciprocation of
kind offices, 1 attai ny fisteenth year,
and the articling me to an attorney became
a subject of conte . My departure,
however, was impeded by the sudden indis-
position of ny aurly, doubtlessly orcasioned
by the thoughts of pacting vith we, ]
fully ~expected to see her bound over to
keep the peace at hwt; hot P might have
remenibered that there are some * oo had
to be tuken away ;™ and this seems to have
been her case ; for, contrary 1o every ¢xe
pectation and every wish, she was restored
to us in all her Former streugth apil spirits.

Like Mrs. Maluprop, f:e L her
bloom yet,” though sixty sigmmers lad
whed their's over her, ,

R

Again 1 was on the wing, wheo Tate once
more cricd “ Arrdtezrons.” My uncle now
took his turn to hold a téteta-tete with
disease, which in avery shost time delivered
him to the vold cure of death.  Never shall
1 lneget the scenc of weeping and wailing
that ensued. My aunt was a perfect water
spout ; and the damsel who had acted as
Silfe de chambree in the Ganily for the last
forty vewrs, howled swost scientifically in
choris,  Towards evening the aore vie-
fent emotions of these mentle maidens sub-
sided ; andd as night approached my aunt
mentioned the necessary decorum of some
one sitting up with the decensed. My aunt
and her only domestic, the paticnt Debo-
rah, were too delicately nerved to under-
take such o task; and hiring any of the
supernumerary old women of the village
would be attended with expense, to which
my worthy aunt had a natural and here-
ditary nantipathy, | was present at thix
confabulation, and soon saw by the side
looks of reference cast at me, thet 1 was
expected to make an offer. [ lelt it would

e fumily departed o ret, T

Tt was a cold November night, a1
ot been so inattentive to m)
trut that I had » fire kindied in the
, and a book on the

before me. The roem in which 1 s
one of those aukwurd apare
are often tound in old-fashiosecd houe.
The ehimney wis immensely wide—the
dow s were
wind, and from a pecoelinr formy
room, the foot of the bedstead onw
my unde’s lifeless form lay stretched wa
short distance from the bl
which T was sented while bmnedintely b
hind and before e was a deep space, con.
stituting the eatire breadth of the room
As T closed the doar and took my sent w
the huge chimney side, T felt an odd and un-
v_ewﬁsn feeling come over mie; but that ©
was fear I would not ackuowicdge, cven to
myself. T knew, ng Bolr Acres said, “ thy
valonr would come and go," and 1 there-
fore determined te prevent the egress of
mine, by causing an imgress of ale; e
from time to tine, 8t short intervals, Teon.
trived to see the bottom of my juz.
potency of the liquor, acting on a
seldom permitted so fiberal n potatio
me to steep.  How long | thus kept w:
like 2 true watchman, I kdow not; but i
was suddenly awakened by a report Joud u
a clap of thunder. [ started erectin m
sear, and-distened : T could hear nothing
bt the hollo-mrcnings of the wind tha
rolled in low uemsreanid the desolae
dwelling, and shook the capycious window~.
My unsnuffed candle was borning dind,
the last red embers in the grate had i
in darkness. A kind of instinctive horre
steuck me, as Fawoke ko a conscioleness ¢

that of some one else; yet [ knew Tua
alone with the corpse. [ feared to mov
in my chair, and threfore, 1 (by slow d
grees) sunk back in my chair to wait the
isaue of a night now pregnant with horrer
As 1looked on the bed where the conp
lay, I saw the bed-clothes moved, as t
it were stirring, Terror fixed my -
and | pazed on withont heing able to with
draw my eves, The clothes moved, we&

e an impeachment of my cournge if [ held ,ﬂ

my situation. My own breathing ~cemed

I saw the feet drawn up, and presently the
vorpse sat erect. It stared ot me with its
dim, fm-covered eye; graduoally it slid
itsell down the bedstend, i)l it was com-
pletely seated at its foot, with its feet rest-
g on the floor: siifl the disnly-glaring
iook of death was fixed immoveably on me.
At length, with its handa stretched down on
each side, it leaned forward and grinned af
we ! With n sympathetic, or rnther con-
vulsive feeling, T grinned also. My grin
wi- the tremulous expulsion of thebrenth,
resulting from hysteric horror; that of the
corpse was deadly mulice ! jw_.w?.nu. re-
peated many times; and every time, though
by what means 1 could not see, we =_._..
prozched nearer each other; till my face
touched that of the deceascd, At the same
iustant it darted upon me, f::&:ﬁ with
its cold bony hands my shouldérs 1 Hu-
nan nature could bear no more, and ! sunk
insensible on the ground !

In this state 1 was found the next morn.
inz, and conveyed to bed.  The noise that
had awskened me inthe night, wns the falling
of an old gate in the neighbourkood, which
bad long hung but looscly on its hinges,
and was just then entirely overthrown by the
vidlence of the winds. Al that followed, 1
need not say, was the cffect of ima ination,

This eireumstance Las often subsequently
fed me to reflect on the nature of itaging.
tian, the sppearance of spectres, wnd the
vuricus beliefs in decams, owmens, presenti-
wents, &c.; oand the result hos always
been, o conviction that they ure all purely
and simply the effect of an intellect more
or less disordercd.  In all these pretend-
edly superhuman visitations we sre ad-
dressed tn language—if speech be employed
ot allwgo ambiguons, that it is suseeptible
of many meaningy, and as often of no

‘meaning at all,  Nor do we ever derive

benefit from these warnings of the future
or recreations of the pest. A modern wri-
ter very sensibly remarks : “ If we consider
how many dreams are dreamt cvery night,
and how many events occur every day, we
a__m: 1o longer wonder at those accidental
coincidences which ignorance mistakes for
verifications.” I look upon remarkable
dreams something in the light of conquerors
and penerals : they are commemorated and
remembered; while the jumbles of which
we can make neither head nor toil, and
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h no event arises 1o correspond with,
wre like the genersl mass of the army—
they fall without record or distinetion.
The same author observes, that “there
are numberless instances on record where
dreams have brought sbout their own fyl-
filiment, owing to the wenkness and cre.
dulity of mankind. The wmother of Ab.
bott, who filled the archiepiscopal throne
of Cantebury in the reign of James the
First, had o dream that if she conld eat a
pike, the child with which she wos then
preguant would be & son, and rise to great
preferment.  Not long after this, in taking
8 pail of water out of the river Wey, she
accidentally canght a pike, and thus hid an
o_._.onc_.m% of fulfilling the first part of
her dream. This story being much noised
about, und coming to the ears of some per-
sons of distinction, they became zponsors
to the child, and his future patrons.”

The Grecks and Romans paid great at-
tention to dreams, and divided their va-
rigus sorts into classes, Macrobius, and
Cicero, and more ancients than it is neces-
sary to mention here, have written on the
subject.  From a passage in Plutarch’s Hfe
of Aristides, it appears that there were
tables keyit for the interpretation of dreams.
Magus was colebrated for his skill in the
solution of these mysteries, and bis house
used to be thronged with people of vank
seeking interpretations.  In the time of
Augustas this superstition had reached jts
sn.:...mh and 8 proclumation wus issued, en-
Joining all who had dream:s respecting the
state, to moke them known by placard, or
by the public cvier.  In time these dreams
beeame so nunicrous, that the order was
restricted to the numistrates, Augustus
himself uzed tn notice the periods of the
year in which his dreanis were favourable
or otherwise. In -oll times, ancient and
moders, in all nations, savage and civilized,
dreams have held a decided EWRY Over
the mind. Among the North American
Indians “ the marches are regulated by the
dreams of the old warriors, who, under this
pretence, often convey i ation gai
by spsies; but it must be rved that they
only pay attention to dreaners of catablivked
character,” -

Amonz other curious insgances of dream-
ing, Smellic wentions one of & student of
:_a&nn.wsm in the university of Edinburgh,
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