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¢ Afix thy sigmot here ! and think not 1,
Who ever on thy foststeps will attend,
Have always such a borm; "twas meant to try
IT thou wert firvmn and stoafast in thine end.
Now to dissolve the spell !”—then seddenly
The Deinon’s featares vanish’d—and the fiend
T wond'ring Faustus did at once appear
A handsuvme, gallant, well-dress'd cavalier.

All this he did to chain bis victim faster:
For thus he thought, like Shakspeare's Caliban,
Rince for awhile I've got another master,
. Why let the old ene got another man:
¢ So my black scaly coat I'd better cast here,
. And take a shape a2 decent as | can:”
'y No sooner thought than doae, “for Senda’ disguises
) Arc made as quickly =a the wish arises.

Fuvopaan Mofagine 77 (1627)

————
K -

b ™

W hile night mefts into morni

, we ashall make

A pause to part the Cantos, Une, and 7o,
Next month the subject we again shall take,
And Faust agrin shall mect the reader’s view ;
For some materials we have got to reke
Together, and to versify anew,
Whate'sr we find onr subject to illuminate.
Then farewell all,—while we relire to ruminate, .

NOTLS,

Mariow's oid plry has got a owf om wwood.
Vide the original quarto edition of Iﬂ‘lﬂll:;lﬂ'e, on the tme—[)a , may be seen Lucifer
atio

sppearing to Fanstus in his stody,

* French trans

n” mentioned in the

bext line was taken from the elaborate Dutch and German editions, and was printed

in 8vo. about the end of the last ceatury.

The Pervians write, and some their tales beliere,
That magic powers the Jewish monarch aided.
For ferther information on this subject, the reader is referred to ' Herbelot's
BiMisthéque Orientale, article Salowont; whete it is set forth that the Temple was
erected by spirits, and by the assivtanee of Candaule, Queen of Saba.  There are also
some particulars of their magical messenger, a nondescript fowl, called Howppe /

GENERAL LITERATURE; AND THE CAUSES THAT INFLUENCE
THE REVOLUTIONS OF OPINION.

LITERATURE, in it's more ens
larged sense, may be defined, : the
euhire mass of information whieh i cir-
eulsted through society, and origwmally
ecquired through the wedms of reasonand
observation. Information, howeyer,in
the sense which we would bero annex
to it, must be carefully distinguished
from knowledge : that is. we must dis-
tnguish what we are taught, which
4 often but supposed knowledge,
from that of which we have omtscives
tear and distinct perceptions;—we
Rust distinguish reasoning from rem-
bon, opinion from certainty, aad pro-

Able conclusions from demonstra-

tive evidemco. It is eertain that the
knowicdge of troh is the gremt object
of literature,, and so far as thig object
is attained, so fay Hiterntare know-
ledge go hand in hand ; butitis pqually
cortain, that im the pursuits of Litera-
1are, we take, net unfrequently, aran-
dom excursion, and outstep, not only
the modesty of nature, but, in some
instances, trnnafrcss againat thc muost
ebvious perceptions of commen senar
and e trac knowledge advances.
with slow, but undeviating pace, in
the footsteps of troth, wo engraft on
the overgrown trunk oflitgratase. opi-
nions as visionary and fantasuc as
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the * airy pothing” of the
which, however, we give
habitativn and & pame.

~'s lgcld

1» a more confined sense, Jiterature
may be delined, thet very Ji ted por-
tigo of real kouwledge which mun bas?

altained in the sciences: that know-
ledge which is capuble of being de-
wmonstruted, and which  unmixed
with supposititious truth, or ideal cer-
tainty. Bat as thc cascs arc innm-
merable in which we shall ever be
at & losa 1o know where cocrlnty
ends, and where probability begias,
this debinition of literatmre can only
be adopted by beings who rank higher
in the scale of mental iotelligence
than man.

As, tben, the definition of literature
cannot properly be contined to the pre-
cisc limits of our real knowledge, in-
asmuch as these precise bimits can
pever be ascertained, it necessardy
fallows, that it is as much composed
of opinion, belief, probabjlity, cop-
jecture, and speculative theorics, 8s
it is of scienoe, or of & clear and dis-
tinst knowledge, or erce‘ption of
things. But opinion, belief, proba-
bility, conjecture, &c, all imply
doubt; so that literature is as much
cowmposed of doubt as it js of science.
Literature, then, properly divides it-
sell into dowdt and scrence . but the
doabtful part of litcrature must eter-
nally vary till it is resolved into cer-
taiaty ; for while ever we doubt, we
are liable to alter our opinion, and
the rovolutions of opinion hecossarily
Bmdnoo.oorrespoodan; revolutions in
iterature, The doubtful part, how-
over, can never be entirely reselved
into certaioty, because the nature of
some doubts will not admit ef it, aa
will presently appear; and thoagh
some things, which are as y¢t doubt-
ful, may hercafler gpnrep ered, evi-
dent, yot, as an infinity of deubts will
still remain, the general aspect of lite-
rature must vary agc toage, sfil
4aking it's ** form awd pressure” from
the opinions and sentiments of the
times. Hence it is, that thongh truth
be the same in nii ages, literature
is net lcss exposed to the revolutions
of opiniow, than empire is to the re-
volutiona of thme. Every age and
€ clime introduce it to us nq?er
a different aspect; and though gogje of
ié:‘lfth.‘l : t?t:;bqu and un-

hﬂz&o aprice
of opinton, or the mc"llr;“#hs 1 -
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[P,
sh't, either to the over
es, or the revalutions o
. _g:.tmd engemble preseny
A Aifferey cofiguration in each sue
seding century, marked with eter.
nally vhrying, but still associatig
shades. This diversity ofaspect. how.
ever, is more strongly marked, when
produced hy the roverses of poliucal
power, than when it arises from the
discovery of new truths, the ncgaum
of old opinions, or the restless ver.
satility of the wmind. All who ape
acquainted . with the revolutions of
Greciap and Roman literature, ar
also acqualnted with the marked cha.
racter ol these revolutiops; but if
Greece and Rome bad mever expe
renced the vicissitudea of powe,
they would not still have escaped wit.
pessing the revolutions of liternture,
Could the elogquence of Demosihenes
have rekindled, in the brewsts of his
couptrymen, the drooping ardour o
that patriotic virtwe, wbich shupe
with such peerleas lustre at the battle
of Marathon, and the struits of Ther.
mopyla ; oould it have bafled
crafty policy of Philip, and the
tary genfus of Alexander; yet the
revolations of Grecian [fteratare woul
not have been less cerfain, and fa.
evitable, though lest obvidus to the
perceptions of grosser inteltects. The
causes which induged the decline of
Roman litersture are nearly sinilar,
but the conscquences of this declioe
proved infmitely more fatal to the
dominion of intefllect. Greeee it is
true, saw the republie of letiers andof
liherty perish together; but though
Grecisn  literature was po more,
her arta and sciences Jong sarvived
the  downfal of ber pawer, and the
Fxmctioﬁbfhﬁrlfbtrﬁﬂ. She ceased,
inderd, to exwt in her lterury supe

riarity: ‘to Ner the surrounding nations
é(_ip‘ apptar no Pﬂffggr' Yarbarow.
not was It longer grinted hét to v?g.

#ith Dallowed enthusipsr, the grest
entdstheénes, thidt jdol of ber adofs-
:t:. thaf only pMar of her remaining
ngth, and the brightest star in O¢
galaxy of her fame, thunder ju
Capiitol, and revive the slum
etgies of hey declining vittues. . Bat
though the sup oi ber glory b
dedcended in ds ‘and 3;3 ,
) b e Fgedhe

%:?;
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retreats of siavery. apd dispel, for
s moment, b, ‘!Q““gﬂ‘?ﬁb‘i’%
of Bacbarays ipipvatiopt, yhe Wokll

pave éxulted {o 'the _rba‘gfcl,‘ 03
saw her arts aAd seTences’ ahpyridt
1o a forcign Clime, wid floatish be-
peath the auspices ot & more {uvdted
race.

Grecia qapia ferum outerom cepib «b aries
Intuisd agnests Latie.

The decline of the Grecian, was not,
therefore,marked with such lamentable
conscquences as. fullowed the decllne
of Roman literature.  Then only it
was, * thet dallness resumed her an-
cient right,” and extended her leaden
influruce over All the regions of the
gbe. The scicnces were without a
shelter ;. tbhe Musces had po retreat,
gave when they were oceasionally
wooced by some heaven-taught bard,
t¢ whom they comimunicated a double
portion of their influcuce amid the wild
m],usiops of rugal retirement. Butif
» aunals of ‘ileralurc had never
ponicled such sudden aod striking
ficissstudes in the history of mind,
an cterpal peace had gained over
eongenting nationy to her hallowed
contronl, and left the votuties of sci-
gnoe to advance in their sublime
eourse, with unrestricted pace; if we
eeald bebold in reality. what the en-
thusiastic Bt. Pierre beheld in visions
of ideal bliss, ** a happy and peace-
able society, living in cternal concord,
—all guided b 1?:(: same maxims,——
all happy in the universal bappiness
diffpsed around them.” yet litergqture,
40 far from moving in the direct road
to perfection, would veer about like
the winds of heaven, and prove her-
self _e.'ol[.?prin of man, by being
cons"i,anl only in bey incod lnm-g. ,
U:ir,ltprc, as we have 11: ady ob-
wetved; j4 thal Entire mass of informa-
tiod 'ftqm, réason and obstrva-

#obh. Bat reéasoping is often mibsti-
%Eﬁ‘ exsop and s dodiicHons
t_'d‘ﬁp{h. Tedsopy of une f s-
M ; l“i'prll the qf(‘tgmon of ohds' vdtion
I3, infccessible’ to errof, " The
' ﬁgb& vir, golietted f?g.m

Vi t) }w . d

(::Wrol Literatwre.

»n

s, and while the spirit of
hus fver couragr o
posr And détect these Tmaginary tol)-
clusions, literature must. ynav .
ke pare fnthe contest,” #hd With-
out watdng to examine the preteti.
sfons of either, sbe im-nriablikn.dom
fbé maxim, Vor populi, vex AR
forms her judgment by that of the
pablic.  The decision made by the
ublilic passes for truth; and though
t shuuld even huppen o be erroncous,
it's decision will, notwithstanding,
continue 1o be received by the learned,
titl it is mare successfuify combatted
by succecding writers.

There are. indeed, a few, who
alwavs judge for themselves, an-
influenced by public opinion, ot by
the dogmas nng tenets of those who
have gope before them, even though
antiquity serms to give them & sort
of prescriptive right to their assent.
But their assent is not to he guimed
by the authority of names, the carions
of the sehoole, por the supposed ‘ortho-
duvny of established opinion.  They
helieve, and with truth, that alt men
have the same access to the foonh.
fains of science that our arcedtors
had: that knowledge imhibed 3t the
foantatn head, ‘{s purer and mére un-
mixed than what is collected
streams far removed from the parent
source ; that the trinmphb of ntellect
ix not yet complete, nor the domi-
nion of irith as yet established: »nd
that as the mind is cvapible of an
eternnl progress to ‘pr'.rfeoﬂon. wo
should not vetard this 38 by
recbiving. as orthodox, whatever time
tcems to have sanctionéd, or anthorfty
{o have confiried, as this would be,
1o leavc literatare where we- féund
it, and remain tohtent that ‘fand
of knowledge which bus been alréady
?rrnerlred for s, ' As” the creiition

}d fmmedititely rash inte Wa ori-
ginal thaos, if"the Cresior did mot
ebrtindé Yo @ve eficlity to thodé lws
which k’e%n‘b‘eﬂioﬁs‘ ‘eletaents in
gr'eijr u?:g méd stEtibns, 86 weeld

ali Tall hitek hito (He statp of 'matére,
#hd ‘with” him 'r'm-é‘umrt Wwoul? '#ink
Wi that drigal barbayivy frowl which
1t Wy’ Fedferitd, T 1ose Tow " who
dattibmt the Vevtiinty Of vhingy, 'wot
By e 4bthdrity of the wumel b
' ib!i”tli{s“cgf{giuty"u"'bom .
bt by thyde origiamt-p ' of
readth ‘B which t( ‘s ¢ siied,
wete w W;‘Hoﬁ‘wm “Al
o i,
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the elvnicnts of scicnee exist in the
state of nature, and it differs frum
the state of civilizalon only in sufler-
ing these elements to be counfounded
with eaclk other, so that one elemeuat
cannot be distiegnished frun another.
The ancient chaus, in like maoner,
contuised wll the elements of crea-
ton, but they were snuilarly mingled
and confounded o and the laws of
nature which dissolved this monstrous
nssociaon of jarring clencents, and
which still retwa them in their proper
distinet places. therehy producing the
harmony of creation. sy not unaptly
he compared to those laws which nna-
lyze and separate the parring sod slug-
gish elements of science, and reduce
cach to it's proper abode. This pro-
duces in the woral, what the har-
mounic lnws of natine produce in the
physical world,  Hut those 1o whow
wo are indebued for it viow these ele-
ments not aa they existin the minds
of gther men, hut we they exist in
their natural chaey, whenee they com-
pel them to retire, and associate with
clements of kindred mould.  Aware,
however, that thiy labour exveeds in-
dividual might, they facilitate their
enquirien, by availing themaelves of
auch uids as those who have been
in the field before them have w0
opportunely furnished,  They distin-
gwsb, however, authority from cer-
tainty, nor believe a thing to be true
because Newton, Locke, ar Descartes,
has asserted it, unicss they tind their
nsgertion expresses the thing as it
is, not wy they suppuse it to be,
In order w0 trace the conformity of
the assertivn with the thing asserted,
they travel the same road with these
celebrated authors, knowing that if
the& bad themselves contounded truth
with authority,they would never bave
acquired those intellectual treasures
that bave given celebrity to their
names. Accordingly,if they find them
tripping in their way, or assuming
as true what should have been proved,

y reject whatever is founded on
these amasumptions, notwithstanding
the authority of the names by which it
has obtained credence with the world.
But as the paths of science are often
100 dark and intricate for man,—as
he can often only peep through the
kloom io which many of her secrets
repose, and where many of thom shall
slumber in eternal silence, and there
form the most accurate obsorvation

he can of the dark indIvidualities thy
move before hun, they know, Lefore
hand, that their predecessors conld
not, at al} times, armve at certainty,
and that, conscquently, unless the
have a more exquisite faculty of diy
eriminating objects in the dark thay
thosa who led the wnv, they rug
trust to the vicews which they haye
taken in these dark retreats, whether
these views have seized upon truth,
or oply grasped, in ner stead, g
unbodied phantom  of reality.  Buy
though certainty is not always attan.
ahle, yet it is only these wmen thy
can depend on the knowledye wlhich
they hive  acquired, hecause i gy
they, wulune, that know what part of
it depends an demonstration, what on
muorai certainty, amd what on probahj.
lity or opinian.  Those whe atl in
treasuring up the researches of other
nien, without exmmining the Suurces
whonce they were eollected, may -
deed posseas wuch knowledge, bt
it ia that spevies of knowledge that
resty on principles with which s
possexsur 18 totally  unacquainted -
When they are w.oong, they imagine
they are right—when they arc right,
they know not wherefore, —It is (o
those men nlone, who examine for
theroselves, and who are not content
with being told where truth resides
tili they have first gone and visited
her abude, that science owes her eaist
ence, and literature whatever ap-
proaches she makes Lo the perfeciun
of goicnce.  Such men, however, are
much less in number than is gune-
rally unagined; for thouxh muny of
thuse who think themselves entited
1o rank in the literary world ina-
gine they alwaya judge for them-
selves, or, at least, do not coincide
with the judgment of others, unlcss
it quadrates with their own reason,
yet were they to analyze the grounds
on which their judgments are formed,
they would often find it difficult to
resolve the substratum of their koow-
ledge into it's component parts, and
they would be obliged w acknow-
ledge, that they thought so and so.
or judged so and so, without koow-
ing why. The judgments and opi-
nions adopted by most readcrs, are
the result of impressions made oo
their minds, at one time or other, by
works more caiculated 1o please thas
to instruct, and which are genenlly
rcad for wo other object: and as (be
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mind in more apt to give credence
to what is pleasing. than to what
js rigid and severe, agreeable to that
just observation of Carsar, Fere
hbgnter Aomines, id quod solunt, cre-
dent : these pleasing, but delusive
sentimentx, insensibly gain upon the
mind, which is seldom prepared to
resiat their influcnce, for we are sel-
dom disposcd to quarrel with those
who auiuse ux, and there produce v
speciey of unobseryved convictun, even
before we know  that we are con-
sinced, 1t would seem to he a prin-
ciple in human nature, which, thopgh
it must have been ziven for s henevo-
jent purpose. i the source of mwuny
errors. 1o belicve, thut whatever s
agreeable w our feetings is also true;
so that instead of giving an agree-
able prepusition a fair cxamination,
our feelings will not permit uy to
examine it at all. W treat it like
s beautiful wonn whom we are dis-
posed to forzive, even when ber con-
doct is most Jiable to consure; where-
as we treat rigid truths that clasb
with var feeljnge and propensitica like
¢ deformed female, whom we alwayy
wish out of our sight, bewever great
may ba her ~irtucs or her merils,
There is, indeed, a cliss of readers,
and this clags is, perbaps, not besy
numerous than the forwer, whe do-
termine the truth of esery proposi-
ton in books of taste utul scivnee, 88
well as the general merit of sueh
works, by the judzments already
passed upon them by the reviewers,
Those who judge for themaehies ure
comparatisely few ; and those whose
judgments oun be reliod upon, are

rir tofidem quag
Theberwn porie rel divitis ogtis N,

Thim, it is true, cennot argue ageinst
the utifity of reviews. ‘They serve to
confirm the judgments and opinions
of thuse who are qualilied to judge
of literary works: and if they differ
from them jn sowe points, and have
truth on their side. they open to the
latter & new train of rensoning which
csenped them at frst, while they sufier
nothing from thew, if they should even
Pruiac or cengure unjustly ;—foraman
of judgment will not rcsign his opi-
niow tof adopt that of & reviewer, unti
be #rst examines the grounds onwhioh
hd reviewer has desidod. - “The man of
Jadgment cannot, thevoftre, au fier fosen
¢ errors of criticism ; and the man of
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no judgment is safer In the hands of
the reviewers than if left to himactf,
—they prevent him twenty times from
going wrung for once thut they mislead
hfu,—and perhaps even then be is vot
misled by them, as he would have
probably adopted an erroneous senti-
ment of his own, if be were not uader
their guidapee,

But if those few writers, who may
be properly termed the pillars of lite-
rature und science, will not admit
truth on the authority of uninvesti-
gated antiguity, how much less will
they feel disposed to yield to the opi.
nions and judgments of their own
times, krowing, that an opimonwhich
hax cominnanded the asscut of ages s
muore likely to bear the test of exa-
mination, than the opinton which iy
anly of vesterday.  {tis idle, indeed,
to dixpute the merit of worka of taste
when this nierithas heen once dvcide(i
on Ny by the public—the antiquity
of such works is the lest commentary
an their excetlrnee. Mankind wild
never be pleased with works of taste,
unless the sentiments which they cons
vey are [ound 1o assuciate with their
natural feelings and sympatbies and
the great objeet of every wriler on
aubjects of taste, is neither G adopt
nor ganut into bis work, any senti-
went, notion, or cpinion, but what
ix in perfeet unison with those I;(
w hich mankind nre wiready governed,
or which, =t least, hears 8o kindred,
and s obvious a rolation W them,
that it's foree is instantaneonsly re.
cwrnized. Whena writer, then, gives
the public satisfaction, jt clearly de-
monstrates, thathe has consulted their
prejndices, and nawral biases ; f{or f
hie had not, they could not possibly be
pleascd, and if hie has done so, his mo-
rit is in prapostion (e the pleasure
which he has given, and the inven
tion. nr. more properly, the ingenuity,
which he hus d‘isplaycd in discovering
the sonrces whence these pleasures
were epllected. “What 18 cailed in-
vention, in poetry, amd which Pope
justly consilers do he the grand cha-
racteristic of genius, is not, sirictly,
what that term mcans, in jt's general
acceptation. Toinvent properly means,
to frame or fashion something that did
not exist before ;—but thin wasnst the
invention of Hamer and Milton; they
introduoed nothing ifto thelr poeyms,
the existence of srhrich was not alrepdy
known. oy the possjbility of jit’s exisg-

L 2
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oace immediately recoinlzed,; theydid
)

nol invent manaers, characters, scoti-
ruenta, opinipns, prejudices, biases, or
Eropcnutie:, that were never heard of
cfore thair gwn time; but justly con-
uid'cljedtﬁe greatestexcellonce w which
they could arrive, consisted in keep-
ing w3 close to the relguing and popu-
lar seitiments, characters, and map-
ners, as the nicest investigation of
human nature would enahble them. In
describing a great character, for in-
stance, they took wll their idens of
human excellence from whatever ac-
complishments, or persanal qualifica-
tions, they found most adwired among
their countrymen. They were not so-
ligitous of knuwing whether the cha-
racter they had shetehed was such
ns truth and sirtue required at their
hands,— satisfied with painting truth,
virtue, and all other qualitics of the
mind, agrecuble to the ideas which
they knew were formed o? them by
those for whom they wrote, without
atopping to cxamine, whether these
ideas werc correct, or agreeable to
universal truth and virtue, or not.
Accordingly, Homer has given us
many traits of character which he
would never have sketched, had he
written in leas barburous times—hut
his great object was, to give his he-
roes those \'{rlucs which were most ad-
mired, instepd of those which ought to
be most admired. A poct of the nine-
teenth century would not think it ho-
norable to the hero of his poem to be re-
presdated as & butcher,—and yet Ho-
mer tepresents Achilles killing a sheep
to enteftain Priam,—whiclk was also
fléa’'d and dressed by his two friends.
That these manners are too gross for
the nigeteeegth century, is evident,
when Pope decmed them too gross for
bis own time ; for instead of making
Achilles kill thé shéep, as Homer does,
hep::‘gm that task to his two friends,
not refleéting, as Lord Kames judici-
ng t"eﬁ' 5, ‘“that from a live!
plotare of anclent manners proceeds
ohé 6f the capital pleasurcs we have
ih’ reading Homer® Hector is re-
Mcﬁicdjmgi ‘the dead body of
MQ!‘ pping him of his
il iyl threatens to give his
3¢ 34 & prey 1o the dogs of
oy, White Hector Bimdelf is served in
a4y Jamh daanner by Achles, These
md} utd other trafts of barba.
rddy roeity; sbew that r, with afl
Y w, Teiyned ovthing that had

not already cither a virtual or a pesd.
ble existence, He gave his lLerew
neither virtuen nor viees of which iy
knew his countryinen incapable. The
nierit of works of turte does not, there.
fore, depend on vur ideas of right and
wrong, of truth and crror, for & »riwe
of taste may offeud against every prin.
ciple of right reason, while he findg
wanklnd ugrml alung with hitr. Andn
does not, thercfore, affect the progresy
of jiterature, 8o jar a3 this progress is
connected with the advancement of
truth. The progreas of trath, how
ever, should [:e the great eoucern of
all » ho look to the genernl interests of
literature. While ever we contiaue 1o
advance in the knowledge of things,
we also continue to establish and se.
cure the dominion of intellect ; and in
securfing this dominion, we atso se-
vure the intereste of genins and taate,
which cannot fourish out of it It
avails but little to possess naturl
genius and taste, in a soil where e
knowledge of things is not cultivated,
—becnuse they can never emerge from
their original obscurity.  But where-
ever Hid acience flourishes, taste and
genius wust grow up to watarity, as
in it’s natural soil. It is, therefore, to
those who have laboriously, but profit.
ably. wiled in pursuit of rigid trath,
—aol those fivat principles, or clements
of knowledge, on which atl that js
valuable 10 hiteriture and seience 18
necessarily founded,—that the world
iv indebted for the progress of hoth
The force of their writings, howaever,
do not always appear in their own

e, because truth is net always s0
attractive as the alluring represemts
tionx of ingenious error, neither is she
so obtrusive and self-sufficient in
forcing herself on the publio guse.
But—Muagna ert cevitar et prevalebu:
however sophistry and casuistry may
flourish for n time, Kke all plants that
come quickly to maturity, they seow
perish—while truth continwes w #3
itsell strooger and deeper wherevs!
it has taken root: and though the
writers 1o whom we are indebted for
it may bo eclipred, for a4 momest,
by yturped utatlous, yet their
writings will be placed by posterity
among those works that keep the sle-
ménta of knowledge in thcﬂ' propa
i)?lfcu. and prevart them from rust-

kg inpo lawless amarcky and ohuos.

teruturé containg,in issulf, (he scods
of il's own destruction: bad tase,
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false sentimont, amdl incooclusive rea-
soailg, belabg not Wore 1o one Age or
a thsn apother. They are tho
of uvery age, Ror is there any
. din which their inllucace ismore
w0 be dreadcd, than whea that Iast
is bestowed upon literature
which it ia capable of receiving from
1he exquisite wuch of tante a;ul ge-
pies. Lt i easicr for u writer of
ordinary wernit distinguish him-
sl by viliating taste, and opposiug
excelicnce, than by attempling to
improve it; for how can he improve
beauties which be cannot discern,
Litetature, like the ivory, after re-
ceiving the last {)Olish, is only dulled
by the anshilful hand that would
aueiapt to render it morc transparent.
Hengo it i3, that bad taste abd fidse
soptiment arc wore dungerous when
lileratupe bas attained it’s utmost
hght, than.in it's progress to per-
fection, and, for aimilar reasons, more
dangerous in those Arts that admit
of bighest perfection, as music, poe-
uy, and paintiog, than in those which
ars incapahle of such excellence. 1t,
then, science had not endowed a few
of her votaries with the faculty of dis-
cerning and plucking up the diseased
seds of false taste and geatiment,
they would soon corrupt the whole
mass of literature, and nothi but
intellectual misyule and confusion

would ensue.
" But notwithstanding all that talent
and genius can eflect, in exploding
error, asd expandivg the circle or
limits of our knowledge, it is certain,
that the reign of error, tbough not des-
tined 1o be eternal, like that of truth,
will, however, be co-existent with the
reign of man. In that stock of real or
supposed knowledge, which forms the
literature of the prescot day, there are
many erronecous doctrincs, which the
scumen, or the increased experieuce
of future writers may detect and cex-
plode. But is it certain, that in sup-
Elllﬁug old errors, they will not eatab-
sh pew ones! Is it certain, that he
wha ives the fallacy of a theory
eanalae supply it's defects; and that it
Pequires no greater effort of genius to
discover trath, than it does to detect
eros? I it wore s, indeed, the critics
would, ere_now, have broyght Jitera-
twe: (0.8 dlegres of porfection which it
hwhm. S;lwti ed. nover tnda:la.:n.
pily, it is easier to detect a

thensand

crrors, than to discover one
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trath of which the world waa before
ignorant. Error {s not always the re-
sult of false deductions in mwnlng,
nor of false perceptions in observa-
tion. Ia examining a questiop, the
logical reasoper may be striclly,acou-
rate, in the views wbich he bas taken,
in the premisvs which he has laid
down, and in the conclusions which
he has deduced from these premises;
and ho may reduce the result of these
conclusions logically und correctly
into u general proposition; but this
general proposition may still be erro-
neous, ay it regards the question un-
der examination, though the argu-
ments on which it rests cannot be dis-
proved. I he buas not examined the
question in all ity pures, it uvails but
little, that so far as he has examined it,
the views which he has taken are just
and accurate ; fur his geaeral conclu-
sion must be erroncous, as it regards
the gencral question, though itis true
as it regards that part of the question
which came under hix consideraticn.
The question which he has discussed
is not, in fact, the question which be
proposed to discuss, but another ques-
tion which he has mistaken for it
He divided the former question into
such parts as he thought belonged to
it, and drew bis conclusions from
these supposed parts; but had. his
penetration been more exquisite, he
would have peroeived other latent
parts, which, though not visible to
him, wers as neccssary to be exas-
mioed, as those which came under
his iuvcsdgalion. before he could ar-
rive at a just conclusion. The con-
clusion, however, which he made, may
appear very specious; it may be em-
bodied in the literature of the :g:i
and pass many years for a logic

truth., Some future reasoner, eXxa-
mining the question with @ greater
degree of atteation, ur of acceracy,
proves it to be erroneous, from dis-
coveriyg some point, bitherto unbo-
ticed, which essentially balonged to
the cousideration of the question.
Bu!, still, it does not follow, that even
the latter is right, because be has
demoanstrated the formeér to be wrong ¢
for though he has d,'u;gogcr@ & potnt

that had heretofore cluded the prying
acumen of human investigatign, he
may stll" want thal comprenggsive

of mind, that m‘ jplace
E:.f’o?é it aﬁn&e indiy] n‘;l’mf ers,
or parts of which a question is com.
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Lmsrd, at the same moment ; and if
in power consist in descrying the
nminuter and finer clements of u whole,
not in arranging these clements in
that lucid order which enables the
mind to arrive at cenainty, he may
never be able w fix the just relation
which thiy newly discovered point
bears to the other purts of the ques-
uon, and must, therefore, furmn his
conclugion from the refation which
exists between it and some of these
parts.  Thus, instead of leadiog man-
kind from error to truth, he only leads
then: from one error to another ;
though the ingenuity of discuvering
a new point, may scrve to give hiy
vonclnsion an wir uf demoustrutive
certninty,  Thus it ix, that in new-
inndelling and improving old theories,
we sometimes expunge  established
errors only to grin credence to new
ones ;. and the new theory may be
Just as fallacious as the old.  RBut
though the enquirer after truth should
vven succeed in determining the just
relation which hix newly-diseovered
point bore tn ull the other puarts of
the question, yet this might ouly biing
lim one step nearcr to the truth;
tor if any parts still remain unnoticed,
which essentially belong te a just
investigation of the question, his solu-
tion, or conclusion, however it may be
udopted, for a time. as an orthodox
literary canon, is still as liable 1o be
exploded from the commaon-wealth of
literature, as that for which it was sub-
stituted ; and whenever that happens,
it will alter one featurc, at loast, in the
aspect of literature.

causes, bowever, which influ-
ence the revolutions of opinivn, taste,
und seatiment in literature, are not
solely to be ascribed to the piggard
space of human intellect, contracting
and expanding itself, according to the
varied powers of individual genius, or
the varied cireumstances of time aad
place, eagerly grasping, in une age,
that knowledge which is wrested from
it in another, incapable of cxalting
itseff, in any age, heyond a certdin
cievation, however favored by the se-
condary aids of peace, patronage, na-
tional prosperity. and that unrestrict-
ed freedom, which gives inspiration to
the bard, and eloquence to the patriot
~—that rare temporum febicitate ubi sen-
tire gy velis et que sentigs dicere bicet,
sometimes dwiandling intp a degree of
{atwity und sottishness, that leave man

little reason to boast of his native py.

periority over the arrational speeig,

It in certain, however. that thowp

other causes influence the revolutiong

of opinion, the limited range of the

buman inteltect, and it’s linbility 1

decaption, is the most preminent and

operative. The exercise of the reg.

soning facultics can never atlnin ty

the knowledge of many things of wiich
the mind ean form infinite conjecturesy,
because itinay haveinnuwmerable jden,
between which there are oertain inter.
niediate relaitons which can never be
discovered ; and where the acverity of
FeAsONn Can npose no restraint un the
excursions of the imagination, opi.
nions will be mlvanced, and thirores
formed, which can neither be sup.
stantiated por  disproved— W hether
the planets be jnhabited by beingy
ke us, turnished with five scnses,
or dissimilarly organized ? Whether
the use ol stars, placed innutnerable
milfions of milex hevond the limiy
ot our system, be to illumino planets
ol tbeir own, or only 1o restore te
the benigbted carth @ portion of that
Liaht which she hes lost in the poe
tuwinal ubsenee of the sun! Whether
the soul alwavs thinks ! Whether a
limited gmonarchy, or a republie, be
best ealculated to promote the happi-
ness of mankind ! and ao intinity of
uther similar qm-stinns, ran never ba
satisfactorily resolved.  For  though
we huve clear and distinet ideas of
wbhat i3 understood by men, planets,
stars, systems, thought, spirit, me-
narchy, vepublic, we have no distinct
knowleduze of all the relations whick
the Autbor of pature hay thought pro-
per to establish between some of them,
not of all the possible adyantages, dis-
advantages, diffieultios, facilittes, and
coutingencics, that neccssarily cliog
to the other., The government best
udapted to an extensive, powerful
state, will pot equally suit a smal
state, where there can he neither the
samc diversity of rank or of preperty,
and wherc ail the prople can act in
a body. The laws and institutions
that are best calculated to promete
thc bappiness of such a state, wnuld
never hold together tho wheels of
‘wovernment in & rich and powcrfud
state, where juatior is warped by pa-
vate interest, abd the glow of patrist:
ism extinguished by the depraviag
influenee of apenlth.’ and . ambition,
The government that would suit the
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gigs of A mild and peaceable people,
would pot serve to curb the [icentious-
pess of a bold and ferocious race of
mep. The gorernment that would suit
one age nnd clime, would not suit
apother ase and clime,  As, then,
the bust lorm of goyvernment in one
gation is Dot the best in nnother
apd 88 in crery nation the best formn
wast always depend on the natural

sition of the people themselves,

their local relations, ipen may
continue to argue fur ever on the most
pesfect xystem of government without
ever agreeing ; und whenever men de-
bate the question, I believe it will ge-
perally be found, that they arc not
aware of the intricucy of the subjectin
which they engage.  They should at
jeastrecollert. that when they compaie
different systems of goveinment, they
osly want 1o discorerwhich of dificr-
et imperivat systems is the bost; for
aperfect ¥y i€l wag nev Y established,
nef is it, indeed, pussible for legis-
latars to form such a system, until
they first become ucquainted with the
baman heart, and all the caprices to
which it is subject—a science impos-
sible to be attained.

Here, then, is an amplesource for
the revolutions of opinion :—Where-
ever the entire of the rclations that
connect things together cannot be
traced. imagination is at liberty to
indalge 1o all the liventiousness of
copjectare.  Accordingly, we reject
many things engrafted on the stork
of ancient hteratare, and posterity
will reject inany things accrédited by
us; not that we can prove thc an-
cieats were wrong, nor that future
ages can prove themselves in the
right, but that in matters where rea-
%00 bas not a sufficient clue or data
{rom which, not mere conjectural, but
certain, unfailing conclusions can bo
deduced, she is obliged to give fancy
an mnlimitted rein; and where fools
may guess as well as wise men, with-
oat & possibility left of proving their
error, revolutions of opinion must in-
evitably ensue.

Bat if literature was exposed to
ﬂw’mprice of opinion only in matters
which are, in their own nature, in-
wlved in darkness and uncertainty,
tnd where the rescarches of reason
we guided only by a faint and glim-

light, our knowledge would
Yo far more respectable it is
@ preseat, apd the march of intel-
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lect would so ar have cxtemded tho
powers of the human mind, that we
could have little rcason to complaio
of the shortsighteduess, and the im-
perfectiops of our intellectual fucul-
ties. But, unhappily, many other
causes combine to offuscate the spbere

-of boman intelhigeuce, and cuabse-

quently to retard the progress of lite-
ratare. False reasoning is not con-
fined to mattcrs where certainty is
unattainable, but is more ﬁcqucntl[v
and more iogeniously exercised,
where trath, evidence, and demon-
stration, are placed within our reach.
In our various pursuits through life,
we have different ohjects to attuin,
and different obstacles to surmouut
in their atainment: and 1§l we want
that virtue which scorny to sacrilice
trith and honesty on the altars of
private interest und sclt-love, it is
certain, that all our reasonings i pri-
vate, and @l our declamations in pub-
lie, will be tempered and directed
by tbat rutiug passion which we wish
to indulge, or that individuel object
which is the guiding star of all our
actions.  Immorality iy the parcot
of false logic, which it renders in-
stramental in vitiating the purity of
morale, of relighin, and philosophy ;
and may be said to excert it's bane-
ful influcnce over all the regions of
seience, except pbysics and mathe-
matics.  J€ these seiences coptinue
to be cultivated, time, no doubt, will
bring them to the utimost perfection
of which they are capahle; for the
vis tmertie of the one, and the ab-
stract calculations and measurements
of the other, can never interfere with
the passions, prejudices, or iuterests
of man. He who cultivates sach
sciences cannot be influcnoed by in-
terested motives, nor can bo render
their perveision instrumental to any
interested demsign. He must, there-
fore, cultivate thcm, from a pure,
disinterested wish of becoming ac-
the knowledge which
they impart, or of rendering this
knowledge of practical utility to man.
But docs the politician study the laws
and relative intercsts of states and
nations from the same sacred thirat of
kuowledg:t This, we & Frehend, is
much 10 be doubted ; l'or? we oansult
only our own experience, and tho his-
tory of past agos, we shall be tempted
to attribate the study of pofitical know-
ledge to lcss disinteresiod motives.
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1f, thew, we excopt physics and ma-
thematics, it is idle. in the other sci-
enoes, to expect that literature should
ever remain fixed and permancat.
What is there certain in metaphysical
knowledge, except what is borrowed
from reﬁon? is part, though it
cannot pretend to demonstrative ccr-
tainty, is not, however, like the rest, a
mere tissue of subtieties, and idle con-
jectures, equally offensive to good
sense and good taste. It is true, we
have here, as in all the other sciences,
ingenious reasonings, and subtle dis-
tinctions 1 but he who would confound
reasoning with reason, would, in ve
many instances, confound truth wit
error. Reason is a faculty of the un.
derstanding, seldom brought into ac-
tion: it is the privilege of great and
comprehensive minds alone, to exer-
cise reason in the investigation of diffi-
cult and important truths, while rea-
soning is employed by the most rrrant
fool as woll as by the most casuistical

sophist. With what propriety, then,
does Moliere put the following words
into the mouth of Chry sale—

Raisonner cst [ emplai de toute maioom,
Et ls raisonnement en bunnit la ratpen,
But to eater into an investigation
of the motives that lead us into error,

where truth is attainable, would be, to
give a history of the abuscs of litera-
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tare, an ample subject in itself for 4
more extended treatise than the pre
sent. These motives, combined wif)
those insuperable difficulties that
pose our progress in the abstrump
parts of science, leave no hope, thm
the human mind shall ever slumber
in the lap of certainty. Never shafly
riod arrive, in the history of the
uman undcrstanding, when posterity
shall sit down, content with those Hte
rary treasures which have been pre.
gared for them by their ancestom,
ubjects that have been a thousand
times handled before, will appear to
future writers clothed with circum.
stances, and affected by relations, tha
escaped the observation of their pre
decessors ; and accordingly they will
present them to the world in a new
shape, fashioned agrecably to the pe
culiarity of their own taste, or, whatly
more probable, suited to the reig-m’q
passions, and ephemeral prejudices,
of their age and country. Itis a ques
tion, however, whether the plcasure
emanating from the perfection of lite-
rature and science, if it were sttained,
would be more exquisite than that
which we already emjoy, in the no-
velty of new sentiments und opinions;
and whether an imperfect being like
men, can derive happiness from
thing perfect in it’s ownnature,
complete in it's own system.
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