Critigie on Hiftorians and Poes,

. '/'L
piared by an impartial and judici-
ous perfon with the fermons pub-
lithed in the fagt century, and then
et him determine which appears
beft calculuted 1o inftruct 4 con
gregation in the principles of the
Chriftian religion, “I'hat there are
fermons publithed by fome living
divines which do honour to thejp
piety, lcaming, and  judginent,
cannot |ye difputed ; bue it wﬂ}
1ot be eafy to macch an cqual num-
der of thefe with a number that can
be brought of thofe of the laft age,
he fubjects of our moft cele-
brated fermons are moral duties,
or fome light fentiments which re-
quire in ‘the elucidation not fo
much depth of Jjudgment as power-
of expreflion, ~ We perceive “the
difcourfes of our old divines ftrong.
ly tinftured with the lamp, and
evincing a clofe thinking, as well a9
extenfive reading, on the part of
their authors, This is_rarely 1o,
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d to depreciate the celebriy
“him in hi oft, fincere man- | figne eci :
ed hxm'_m l"s,.:llont}l(;’ performers ; | they have ncquxr}d,isa:;;i] ?1]13121:1):
el bch(i’:|c “! he had exceeded his | of their ];:b():r\};L aon, tnvidiog
gellin fthe charaéter, and that t:éik. to whic il
sy tfdm = by ric‘hncfs of his co- | himfelf prompte ¥y ¥

ine comic bl
;gtelring made it almoft appe;lrfn;: lm:{zl?;::l?his v a resding age |
new to him asllo any other perfo o Jer}icd, for g:“ conii
0, L houfcf followed up this | nued fwarms oi.nt:\«l! pu ll_iz:n:i:g,

Th? D?th:hc; r(:mrc folid one, | the increafe ofl' c_xﬁcu al‘:;ng()fl. h;tmk;,

Icaon;g}i)flil:;nl:i::\l tc1‘1 guincas for his aildb tl}e c"(i:)lnplrrr:cof e 1 B

, E & clubs in every a £ 5 |
h)t,ncﬁt ticket the fame feafon, dom, fufieient brove this; l.)ur
the obvious and neceflary queftin

ed to oblivion with all the
;‘rcl:ri‘tr;zrv fury of falfe criticifm,
From this Kind of tafte it has
arifeh, that fome hiftories n our
language arc cried up as the firft
hittoric compofitions that haye ap-
peared fince the days of Thucy-
dides and Livy, though the el.
gance for which they are fo cele-
brated confifts chiefly in the finooth-
nefs of their periods, quaint turns
of expreffion, “and 3 noveliftic me-
thod of drawing charatters and
reprefenting incidents, If any hif-
torical work of the prefentntixl?e
: i cind of reading & mkE can be produced equal in all the
Refletions on the PRESENT STATE ilf; “,v(,ha:e].;lfs to . the p;l_ire‘ n § cﬂEx!tialPreqx_liﬁtes neceffary in th;ir
effecios "URE iz ENGLAND, 8 tld, Zitcrature, if fuch it b fpecies of literature, to Knolley’s
of LiTeErRATURE iz E of the world, i of i ¥ g f the Turk, Chirendon's
. paradox  to may be called, is only one ag  Hi ory.of ol l]" Sl

IT will appear 3fllwcd as MO | numerous vehicles of amufemen, f ngtory‘o the Rebellion, or Bur
advance, and be con “v:nrurc the | Novels, and a modern fgecieg of & net’s Hitory of the Rcformanon,
{fmaller temerity ‘t'O "r rpaerind writing, which differs but lLiukk a conﬁdcmble.ﬂc_p will be mgdc
alfertion, _that h!Lr'dluILfit gait g | s ;ovels,_ namely, Tours adf  towsrds demohfhmg the pofition
wane in this ;rpun;&‘tion isaground- | Fourmals, form what we An:g’ ﬂt:; : her\;r?iu»an?edé . wuy
{‘:;‘)vu“hml:c;‘sgcrﬁ)n will more their licerary pleafure. And wib @ e pedt to poetry, g

efs one,

heartily sejoice in the proof than | refpeét to perfons of a caft fone
cartily :

e have many Jingenious, and in- | be found in the popular difcourfey
. ; . from thefe, and whE dced elegant claimants to an emi- | of gur day.  Who can be matched
) ke whe here p‘refumeg to tﬁﬂ}r{; :,Icméi(;ﬁfdmw;th the a;JPcllﬂ“‘* nent feat on Parnaffys, yet it is an with the logical, the forcible, and
::;rs P}'c{“." (:ﬁ:gmn to be, tha \’,\j of men of letters, it will be difficat
ertion is .

abfolute impoflibility ¢o mention

any of them in competition wjth
& names of Milton and Driden,

Y in any thi
It is principally for the purpofe | to find (l;em en}gaglc%ﬁ: ?nperﬁc?j
3 i i if | better than the li
L . thls {amfaﬁgon, 1 o : fd
Of- Olb;m“:(riligble that he hazards a | parts of llteraturf:._ W?.:l:s c;'el d::
ghat ept a -;inﬂ: which tempo- | and refined crudt!lon a gy
fcntlmc‘li‘l é;hﬁ prejudices will, no publithed as they arclmc} B s
rgryban cite a general complaint. | or read.  Now, as “ethlc otk
%0: :;o;t:cr this may be, he can- | the uer of letters, a:rousy & 1
oy inging it forward, and | Jed, are very num , I
ng it tor\kal’_, a ’ e e
not }}e]%g})cn:t [hgc firlt Pcrlodlcal clear cafe, .th‘.t Lh&){t, tC(l'{u:lhc P
ﬂu;:l':::xions of this age, in order, fenrchesfwhxch cfor]l :tteur: b
S en of le
: to turn the | ra@er of n t ; nz
if it fhould be true, ards | do not form theirs, and o cou
i e perfon more towar ) ! e
mmslstorfcll?snz)f Eizluaéle than fuper- | from want of vigorous fr:]u;l e
_;ih? lInlee::u-nin,g 3 or in cafe it thould | deep and folid learning muft b
C1a »

the nervous Barrow ? That name
alone of the Jaft age will ‘overba~

lance the whole hoft of moderng
The beft Englith poets, as well | in this department of literature,

Aramatic a5 otherwife, trod clofe In the ‘philofophica] and mathe.
upon the heels of each other jn matical walks there is evidently 2
point of time, down to the reign very great fulling off. Thete are,
of George ¢he Firft, but from indeed, fome eminent names on
thence they haye appeared at very | the Jift of ‘thefe branches of fcience
unequal diftances, and the number now ﬂourilhing among us; bue
Jas gradually le(fened from thence | then their names gre few, and
o a very {mal) compafs, their confequence inconfideral Je,
he fyfematic theology of the | i, comparifon of the fhining hoft
MMer age, “owever jt may be ri- | of fages who iluminatedthe feien-

diculed 10w, had to boaft g far | tific world at the clofe of the laft,
b p MOk extenfive number of learned | and the carly part of the prefpyr
: i . line. : ! Iy p e |
be falfe, he may happily h“‘.e_ ,h1: th?rﬂzcgll;;mdcs of language, ¥ and pioys Profeflors, than, a5 We | century.  The names of Barrow,
doubts removed, and co.n;el‘l;\'c‘s ording to the modern notion ’ h“’cgl‘eat reafon to fear, can he Newton, Wallis, Grcgor_v,»Boylc,
reater efteem for the z-'g‘fd ';0 en- lcircrary clegance, will fet of f‘{""‘_‘ among us, Ler ¢he flippant Flamftead, Halley, Whitton, Cotes,
in, than he is now incline " | book of very trifling merit, of our modern with a number of others, may be
tertain of it, 5 : i for the author a comfo mentioned as 3 groupe, the like
To mept}:m;l I{‘e"‘:“ioﬂf,’;&?ﬁe;g Ell;?:,u r;fnd a profitable ﬁnﬁot'lll ; of which now may be looked for
comral} o lmz\-cd beyond the | inthe temple of celebrateéi a; 2 1n vain, : ;
long fince re ife or blame, and | when a work of a hundre T As to claffical literature, the peo- 4
reach "’1‘ Cll[hcil;l p::::n;rlnatfon of a | more -real fterling 'men;rﬂl;t : Ple of the prefent age are :ncct;lc'l- b
rticularly c 4 curit om \
g:in;ple which is apparently de- | negle@ted in obfcurity, 4 i )

% and the other part of Chrif-
without any con-
the texts, or any re.
ordef 1n their parts, be com.




/werein general f{cholars, they pa-
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towed to confider it as a matter of
very trifling, if any confequence, ex-
cept it be to gentlemen of particu-
Iar profeffions; and hence a man
has little encousagement to turn
the bent of his ftudies that way.
Formerly, when men of quality

tronized leamed men merely be-
caufe they were fo; but this is fel-
dom if ever the cMe in our time.
From the correfpondence of fome
of the moft eminent men of the
laft century, we find that works

ublifhed 1n the learned languages
g Voflius, Scaliger, Grotius,

fher, &c. were certain of a good
price and a rapid fale ; but there
are few bookfcllers now who would
be inclined to undertake publithing
even a {mall treatife in the Latin
language, written by ever fo good
a {cholar. .

We have, it is true, fill great
fohools  and univerfities, nor are
they deficient in ftudents. The
decay of learning has not yet pro-
ceeded quite fo far as to render a
liberal education unfathionable. But
if obfervation, and the teftimony
of fome of the moft refpectable

Learning much difconntenanced,

time of James the Firft, and fory
long fpace afterwards, the affefy,
tion of quoting from Latin
Greek writers was carried 1o ,
moft ridiculous extreme, commonly
one part of a fentence being j
Englifh, and the remainder i,
language few readers could unde;.
ftand. At prefent we are devia.
ing to the oppofite point, and dx
claffics are fupplanted by quotatioy
from our own poets, or by Frenc
phrafes.  This conveys an ideat
many, that the learned languag
are of little or no value ; and thep.
fore numbers of young perfons win
have received their education at th

quitted it, abandon all they haxf§
lcarned there. ]
By a judicious quotation eithy
from the Latin or Greek, an 8
thor relieves himfelf, pleafes te
intelligent reader, and creates 1§
defire in.the inquifitive mmd_la
get acquainted with the meanisg§
of it. y
The intention of thefe few
flections is not to imply that tk
ftate of learning is indcedﬁmﬁb
-or rapidly on the decline. Hewh

modern authors, may be relied
on, the ftate of literature has not
improved in either of the latter
foundations for the fpacc of half a
{century paft. Our young gcij}le-
men, and even thofe who are placed
in a profeflion to which learning
appears neceflarily attached,. per-
ceiving that there is a fhorter and
lefs rugged method of obtaining
the character of men of leteers,
by poring over a quantity of old
authors, and devoting a confider-
able portion of their time to clofe
ftudy, foon abandon the latter
courfc us unfafhionable, and un-
produ@ivesof profit or pleaure.
One caufe why the learned lan.
guages have funk into difrepute of
late years, has been the dilufe of
quotations from them by our moft
cftecmed modern authoss, In the

throws them out is fully fenfitk
of the merits of a good numberd
valuable writers now living, af
is. happy in acknowledging, te
great and important improvemen
have been made of late years int
field of fcience, by men

ferve well of their country and.‘
mankind. But, [notwithftand
this, he thinks the chara&erifticd
this age is lightnefs, or a regard
what s fuperficial and gaudy, ¥
the neglet of what is folid ®
durable. A degeneracy in leams
always proceeds or accompanié
degeneracy of manners,
ther either, or both, do not ¢
tinguifh the prefent period
humbly leaves t6 the confidérs®
of thofe who have greater abill
and more opportunities of obifé
tion thaa he is poffefled of.

3

grammar-fchool, after they har
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O'clock in the

s wings are worked with ‘two
black bars,
with black
are the colours of the pigeon in a
flate of Nature ;
fimple hines has the are of main
propagated
;annot deferibe,
uggeft ; S i

ggeﬂ |, hature, however, {t]] per-
everes in her
though the form, colour,
the tecundity

oufe

Rerally produce young ones of dif- .

=
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terns
clud
twendy

i1y, tll the young are ex.
» which is from c:ghtccnﬂ-ﬂ)
wen® days, according to the
\\Elr:xlth_or coldnefs of (e feafon)
If, dnrmg this term, the h‘rn]c.
! ncgk@s or delays to retypy 'qt‘:l d
cxpetted hour, ” (e male M‘\

U her, and compels her g atten:]

{ Erom the Sporiing Magazive, )
THE varieties of- the tame pi-
geon are {o numerous, that it wonld
be a vain attempt to mentjon them :
fjo_mun_‘h Is the figure and colour of
this bird .u.'nk-r hu;_nun controul, | her duty . thould ¢}
that the ﬁugcumf:nucrs, by coup- | tury be }ii)-zmrv (tl‘ Y, wack
ling a male and femgle of different | wigh ‘"qinf fovo i e
o 0no Al ! E G ‘-ll ’
fnrr{», can brwdt’_rlﬁ i, as they ex- | obeyed. P
prels 1t to a feather: hence v S
. her : oco ever, :
have the various names of Croppers,  pigeon l[lé}a]nt, hower h s the
ATTICTS, TacOhincc. e : S er epps o e
Carriers, )‘mmx.ma, powters, ruats, | of one were k 15511 that the hgs
tumblers, turbits, &e. before (e wou]:}(':i‘ ’}. to drop oif
efer

in his
hen retaliages
and wil] e

hen

The tame pige()'m a its | e
& ns, and all frs | char e
e Pigeons, an : €harge.  Rather than negleét hop
!{C:ll):l-flll-\:lTlLULS, 15 faid to de. ! duty, fhe fuffered he Jof (,;'t (':
nveitsorigin from the flock-deve im] i o) ot
s

tmbs by the keen feverity
froft, and, whatever the miale
dure, performed hep tafk E’l] :Jl:;
young oncs made theiy appearance
fter pigeons are hatched (hc‘.
require no food for the thrc,c ﬁrl{
ays; but it i neceflary thae the
ould be kept warm, which is“"‘:
tatk impofed by the femule 0;1
herfelf, . -During this period F;ht:
hever ftirs o, €xcept for a fow
Minutes to procure a little fooq
From this time they are fed fo,
eight or ten days, with corn’ o
grain of differens kinds, whjch the

old ones gather i the ficlds, and

the Englifh name imiplying its be.
ing the ftock or ftem, whence the
other domeftic kinds have been
propagated. * This bird, in jys na-
wral ftate, is of g deep bluith .
colour; the breaft dathed with 5
fmc changeable green and purple :
and its tail fs barred
near the end. Thefe

and from thefe

a variety which words
nor imagination

great outline ;
, . and even
< of thefe birds, may
us altered, " their natyra] man.

€5 and inclinationg continuc {tij] Spgreat i B ot i

In 1ts domeftic ftate, thar, ;

fpace of four \years, nea;' l?ﬁeti]::
thouf’and_may be produced from a
fingle pair, Thmi; Pigeons which
are called carriers, and are em.
ployed to convey letters, yre eafil
diftinguithed from ) others by

¢ {ame,

It s well known that the dove-
Pigeon breeds every month :
s two white €ggs, which ge-
fent fexes,  From three or four
cvening, till nine

the ney their i

e‘g;s"_e’\tcdai};, tgci fen} ale lzl;s lc’m the | with ;yei’l'omhli:};r:l? :;1 n;::;llcc] eg
1 cn relie s . <

Rale, who B thcv;ame'):i :?;: white fkin; and by being of 4

15

from'ten ) th i
J t ree, while his m
A Procuring  fuftenance abrrcr;:(f

flark blue or blackifh colour, . ¢
is f"rom their attachmene to their
native place, and part cularly where
they brmg up their oung, that

thefe

Us they take their ftatj
ations al.
Towy AN CoynTRY,




