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Avoxe the many hints for perfefting this work,
with wlich the editor has been favoured fince the firft
publication of the profpe€us of it, are the twao follow-
ing te
My filt correfpondent fays, * The only thing T pre-
 fume to ?m_nn.z. at prefent, as a fault in your pro.
[pectus, is offering a premium for poctical eilays;
aad that you feem not to be infenfible of yourfelf,
We have four times more pbetry, both in our own
and other languages, than any wife man, whatever
be his {flation or circumitances, onught to read ; and
therefore, to tempt vain or inconfiderare men to add
to the mafs, feems to me injuricus both to them.
felves and the public. T have known many for near
half a century, who were deemed by no inconfide.
rable critics, to poflels a good degree of poctical
merit, though few of their performances reached the
public eye, except under Actitious names; but not
one of the whole (4 northern profelfor excepted)
who did not become bankrupts in reputation and
trade. They might fometimes, perhaps, afford an
acquaintance an opportunity of fpending, or rather
killing an idle hour agreeably, by reading a manu-
feript fully of imegination; bat that acquaintance
muft have pofleffed a dull invention, if he could not
have {pent the hour more ulefully, and even as agree-
ably. Could you turn the thoughts of your coun-
trymen to the bell method of abolithing feudal max-
ims and ideas ; to confider s a true light the natoral
rights of man ; to devilc the cheapefl, and mofl {peedy
mode of obtaining jultice at the different courts; to
clafs focrety properly, and from thence feleét jury-
meaq, fo that juitice may be fairly difRributed without
refpet of perfons: I fay, could you do all thefe
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things, you would delerve better of your country, than

il you produced a pnem naan:uw_a. the united besa-

tics of the lliad, the /Eneid, Parudife loft, and Fin.

ol.* .

Wucz... though it is mofl readily admitted, that the
objc&ts pointed out by this very judicious correfpondent,
are of the highelt utility, and that there is perhaps
fen thues as much poetry written ss any Wife man
wuuld choofc to read; yet, it by no meany mu:oﬁn from
hence, that poetry fhould be umwnn_; vﬂomﬂﬂm—v& from
this work. I1'it he right to cherifh the fineft feelings
of the heart; if hilarty of difpofition promotes the
pleafurable intercoutfes of civil focicty ; if innocent re-
creation tends to divert the mind from hurtful par-
fuits ; and if the happinefs of man be sugmented by in.
dulging thofe tender propenfities which fpring from
the contemplating afls of beneficence and difinterefted
bounty ; if pious exercifes tend to clevate the fonl
to praife-worthy cxertions, then fhall we be forced to
allow that poetry, which, if judicioufly lelefted, tends
to promote alt thefe ncoﬂ_ ends, {o far from being hurt-
ful, ought to be admitted as o very ufefol part of this
milcellany. For thele and other abvious reafons, though
it fhail be our fludy never to forget the afeful purfuits
here pointed out, we ihall alfo make it onr bufinels to
fearch for fuch pieces of poetry, ancient or modern, as
appear to be deferving the attention of the pablic.

Poctry is indeed [o congenial to the human mind, that
it has bren, among all nations, the firft {pecies of compo-
fition that has attracted the univerfal attention of the
people; and it is in the language M.mm.wa.n_q_ that # fpiric
of devotion has naturally been exprefied. Among the moft
favage tribes, its charms have been recogorzed ; and it
is only after refinement has weakened the matural tones
of the human mind, that its influence comes to be dif
puted. The poetry of natious therefore, affords per.
haps the beft and the moft univerfal key fur wacing
the progrefs of civil fociety; for thongh the natural
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affe@ions of devation, maznanimity, generofity, fide.
lity, parental affeftion, and love, have formed .n:?.m?
fally the favourite objet of poetical effufions ; yet the
tones which thefe affume, arc loinfinite]y a_._.n_.:wﬂ,_. by
the varying circumlances of civil fucicty, the nmodeg
of thinking that have incidentally prevailed for.a time ;
and the language in which they have been exprelied,
bhas been fo various, that thefe produdions, whije
they exhibit the moit undeniable proofs, that the hy.
man mind is radically the tame in al nations, zfford 2
Jike decifive tefimony, thar jt is fufceptible of being
bent into a variety of turms by accidental circum.
ftances.

As the traveller, therefore, by vificing many coun.
tries, comes gradually to lofe thofe prejudices, wlhich
his mind would natarsliy have imbibed, by a couti.
nual refidence in any ane of thele; fu the philologin,
by being mad. dequainted with the differens wades of
poetry that have prevailed, wil) £radually come 1o dif.
tinguith the permanent and tuvaciable traits of the hau-
man mind, from rhole accidental features that at times
have tended to difguiic it, under the matk of ornament
or affedlation.  With (lis view, we thall nor fail to
prefent our readers with g few of thefe poetic ef.
fufions of our _.ownqn:.un_.m. which have bitherto been
prefiarcd becaufe of their excellence, from the raven.
ous tooth of al] deflroying time ; and fometimes, though
rarely, we thall perh st lee fuine tagments of the
poetry of other nations ; bur (his {hall be done with 2
fpai-ng hand, and with 2 due atteation 1o gyr Englith
readers,

The prefent ile of poetry in Britain, is in many
refpefls confiderably different from that which prevail-
ed in former times. Yer, among thefe ancient relics, .
are difcoverable many proludions of unequiveca) B?\.(
rit. Ewve- wnong thofe Leaps of rubbith, which a falfe
tafte had piled up, a gem of ineflimable valye may
Le lometimes found. In ihs clafs may perhaps be
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rnked the two following quotations, felefted by
ingenions correlpondent from a colle@ion that few
have fecn, or had any opportanity of confulting 4,
They are to be found in a book intituled “ A choice
of emblems and other devices, for the moft part go.
thered out of fandrie writers, englithed and moralized,
and divers newly devifed, by Geffre Whitney.” [Im-
printed at Leyden, in the houfe of .riftopher Plantyn,
by Francis Raphaleagius, 1583,

** The nightingall that chaunteth all the fpringe,

Whaofe warblinge nottes throughout the wooddes are
harde,

Being kept in cage Mhe ceaceth for to finge,

And mourns becaufe her liberties is barde. " p. 10a.

" The longelt day in time refigns to nighte ;

The greatet? oke in time to dufle doth turne ;

The raven dies, the eagle fails of flighte ;

The phenix rare in time herfelf doth burmne:

The princely fagge at lengthe his race doth runpe,
And all mult ende that ever was beguane.” p, a3.

Noapolagy, it is hoped willbe necellary, for {ubjoin.-
ing the follewing beautiful ode, that was compofed by
an unknown Scortith bard, fhortly after the unfortn.
nate battle of Floddon, in which King James the Foarth
of Scotland was flain, and the Bower of his wobility
deftroyed, with a great flanghter of all runks, by the
Englith army, under the command of the Earl of Sar-
77, in the year 1513, This beautiful ode is il fong
& 3 popular ballad in Scotland. Itis written in the
Scottith diale@® of that time. Thar Englith readers

The editar will be much obliged to his readers for
—E.H.m Curious, in this or niher fefpedts, that fall occar to them in the
enurle of their reading ; and merely referring to the books where !
are to be found, where it would Prove inconvenent to tranferibe them ;
#8d where the bocks arc tot fo rare, as calily to be found,




