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i RS af Kingflon, and being connefled with the Editor of that Paper, the avowed
; f champion of the Dytchefs, in her controverly with Mr Foote, gave him thefe anet:
{ i *dotes, and fome others concerning Mr Pope, which were inferted in that poblicas
p t th | tion. Mr Porfler defcribes himielf as havinyg been introduced by Dr Young into .
L 2r Montague’s family, in which he refided many years, At the time thefe ancc- IT willappear a paradox toadvance,
’ dutes appeared he was very old, and died fhortly after, if we remember right, in and be confidered as no fmaller
% Ruffia, while with his patronefs the Dutchefs. Itis to be noted, that he claimed temerity to venture, the affertion,

tiat Literature is onthe wane in this
ouatiy. Ifit canbe proved that this
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pofitionis a groundlefs one, no perfon
will more heartily rejoice in the
proof than he who here prefumes to
exprefs his prefent opinionto be, that
the affertion is true.

the merit of one of Mr Moutague’s works after that Gentleman’s death, but clams
made in fuch 2 manner we think entitled to but little credit. There is one Sermon
by himin print.  Seealfo Gent. M:p. 1578, p. 521, an Account, by Lim, of the
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Putchefs of Kinglter’s reception in Ruflia.
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It is principally for the purpofe of
obtaining this {ausfattion, if that be
poflible, that he hazards a fenti-
ment, againt which temporary and
other prejudices will, no doubt, ex-
cite a general complaint. But, how-
ever this may be, he cannot help
bringing it forward, and that in one
of the firft periodical publications of
this age, in order, if it fhould be true,
to turn the minds of fome perfons
more towards the intercits of valua-
ble than fuperficial learning; or in
eafe it fhould be falfe, he may hap-
pily have his doubts removed, and
conceive a greater efteem for the
age he lives in, than he is now in-
clined to entertain of it.

To meation living authors in con-
tralt with thofe who have been long
fince removed beyond the reach of
cither praife or blame, and pasticu-
Yarly in confirmation of a principle
which is apparently defigned to de-
preciate the celebrity they have ac-
quired,and the value of their labours,
15 an invidious tafk, to which he does
not feel himfelf prompted by psu-
dence or inelination.

"Chat this is a reading age cannot
well be denied, for the continued
fwarms of new publications, the in-
creafe of Circulating Libraries, and
the efablithment of -Book-Clubs in
every part of the kingdom, fuffici-
ently prove this; but the obvious
and peceflary qucflion is, what kind
of reading is moft in.vogue ? As
to the polite part of the world, /fe-
rature, if fuch it may be called, is
only one of their numerous vehicles of
amufement. Novels, and a modern
fpecies of writing, which differs but
little from Necvels, namely, Tours
and Fournals, form what we may
ttile their Literary pleafure. And
with refpeé to perfonsofa calt fome-
what different from thefe, and who

are-dignified with the appellation of

Men of Letters, it will be dithicult
to find them engaged in any thing
better than the light fuperficial parts

of literbiture.. Works of deep and
refined erudition are as feldom pub.
lithed as they are inquired after or
read. Now, as the numbers of the
Men of Letters, asthey are called, are
very numerous, it isa clear cale, thar
thofe erudite refearches which con-
ftituted the chara&terof Men of Let.
ters formerly, do not form their,
and. of courle, from want of vigorous
cultivation, deep and folid learning
muft be on the decline.

The elegancies of language, ac.
cording to the modern notion of lite-
rary elegance, will fet off a book of
very trifling merit, and procure for
the anthor a comfortable, and a pro-
fitable ftation too in the Temple of
celebrated Authoss ; when a work
of a hundred times more real fterling
merit fhall lie neglected in obfcurity,
or be condemned to oblivien with alt
the arbitrary fury of falfe criticiim.
From this kind of tafte it has arifen,
that fome Hiftories in our language
are cried up as the firft hiftoric com-
pofitions that have appeared fince
the days of Thucydides and Livy,
though the clegance for which they
are fo celebrated confifts chiefly in
the {moothnefs of their periads
quaint turns of expreflion, and 2 no-
veliftic method of drawing charac-
ters and reprefenting incidents. If
any hiftorical work of the prefent
time can be produced equal inall
the effential requifites ncceffary in
that fpecies of literature, to Knolles’s
Hiftory of the Turks, Clarendon’s
Hiftory of the Rebellion, or Bumet’s
Hiftory of the Reformation, a cos-
fiderable ftep will be made towards
demolifhing the pofition here advan-
ced.

With refpe& to Poetry, though
we have many ingenious, and indftd
elegant claimants to an eminent feat
on Parnaflus, yet it is an abfolutc im-
poffibility to mentien any of them i
competition with the names of Mil-
ton and Dryden. The beft Englifh
Pocts, as well dramatic as otherwifes
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trod clofe upon the heels of each o-
ther in point of time, down to the
reign of George the Firft, but from
thence they have appeared at very
unequal diftances, and the number
has gradually leffened from thence
into a very [mall compafs.

The {yttematic theology of the
former Age, however it may be ri-
diculed now, had to boaft a far more
extenfive number of learned and pi-
ous profeflors, than, as we have
great reafon to fear, can be found a-
mong us. Let the flippant concife
harangues of our modern Fcclefial-
tics, half made up of heathen, and
the other part of Chriftian morality,
without any conneétion with the
texts, or any regular order in their
parts, be compared by an impartial
and judicious perfon with the fermons
publifhed in the laft century, and
thenlet him determine which appears
beft calculated to inftruct a congre-
gation in the principles of the Chrif-
tian Religion. That there are fer-
mons publifhed by fome living Di-
vines which do honour to their piety,
learning, and judgment, cannot be
difputed ; but 1t will not be eafy to
match an equal number of thefe with
2 number that canbe brought of thofe
of the laft Age.

The {ubjeéts of our moft celebra-
ted fermons are moral duties, or fome
light fentiments, which require in
the elucidation not fo much depth of
judgment as power of expreffion.
We perceive the difcour(es of our old
Divines (trongly tinctured with the
lamp, and evincinga clofe thinking,
s well as extenfive reading, on the
part of their authors. Thisis rarely
to be found in the popular difcourfes
of our day. Who can be matched
with the logical, the forcible, and
the nervous Barrow ? That name
alone of the laft age will overbalance
the whole hoft of moderns in this de-
partment of literaturé.

In the philofophical and mathe-
datical walks there is evidently a

very great falling off. There are,
indeed, fome eminent namecs on the
lift of thefe branches of {cience now
flourifhing among us ; but then their
names are few, and their confequence
inconfiderable, in comparifon of the
{hining hott of fages who illuminated
the fcientific world at the clofe of
the laft, and the early part of the
prelent century. The names of Bar-
row, Newton, Wallis, Gregory,
Boyle, Flamitead, Halley, Whilton,
Cotes, with a number of others, may
be mentioned as a groupe, the like
of which now may be looked for in
vain.

As to claffical literature, the peo-
ple of the prefent age are accul-
tomed to confider it as a matter of
very trifling, if any confequence, ex-
cept it be to Gentlemen of particu-
lar profeflions ; and heace a man has
little encouragement to turn the bent
of his (tudies that way, Formerly,
when Men of Quality were in ge-
neral {cholars, they patronized learn-
ed men merely becaufe they were
fo ; but this is feldom if ever the cafe
in our time. From the correfpon-
dence of fome of the moft eminent
men of the laft century, we find that
works publifbed in the learned lan-
guages by Voflus, Scaliger, Grotius,
Uther, &c. were certam of a good
price and a rapid fale; but there
are few beoklellers now who would
be inclined to undertake publithing
even a {mall treatife in the Latin
language, written by ever fo good a
fcholar.

We have, itis true, flill great
Schools and bnivcrﬁties, nor are they
deficient in ftudents. The decay of
learning has not yet proceeded quite
fo far as to render a liberal educa-
tion unfathionable. But if obferva-
tion, and the teftimony of fome of the
moft refpe@able modern authors,
may be relied on, the ftate of litera-
ture has not improved in either of the
latter foundations for the fpace of
half a century paft. Our young gen-
2
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tlemen, and even thofe who are pla-
ced ina profeffion to which learning
appears neceflarily attached, per-
ceiving that there is .a fhorter and
lefs rugged method of obtaining' the
charaéter fof Men of Letters, than
by poring over a quantity of old
Authors, and devoting a confidera-
ble portion of their time to clofe
ftudy, foon abandon the latter courfe
as unfafhionable, and unproductive of
profit or pleafure.

One caufe why the learned langua-
ges have funk into difrepute of late
years, has been the difufe of quota-
tions from them by our moft efteem-
ed modern authors. In the time of
James the Firft, and for a long fpace
afterwards, the affectation of quoting
from Latin and Greek writers was
carried to a moft ridiculous extreme,
commonly one part of a fentence be-
ing in Englifh, and the remainder in
language few readers could under-
ftand. At prefent we are dcviatinF
to the oppofite point, and the Claf-
fics are fupplanted by quotations from
our own poets, or by French phrafes.
This conveys an idea to many, that
the learned languages are of little or
no value ; and therefore numbers
of young perfons who have received
their education at the Grammar
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School, after they have quittedit, o.
bandon all they have learnedthere,

By a judicious quotation either
from the Latin or Greek, an author
relieves himfelf, pleafes the intelli.
gent reader, and creates a defire in
the inquifitive mind to get acquaint-
ed with the meaning of it.

The intention of thefe few reflec.
tions is not to imply that the flate of
learning is indeed grofsly or rapidiy
on the decline. He who throws them
out is fully fenfible of the merits of
a good number of valuable writers
now living, and is happy in acknow.
ledging, that.great and important
improvements have been made of late
yearsyin the field of Science, by men
who deferve well of their country
and of mankind. But, notwithfland-
ing this, he thinks the characeriftic
of this age is lightn:fs, or a regard
for what is fuperficial and gaudy, 1o
the negle& of what is folid and dur-
able. A degeneracy in learning al-
ways proceeds or accompanies a de-
generacy of manners, and whether
either, or both, donot diftinguith the
prefent period, he humbly Jeaves to
the confideration of thofe who have
greater abilities, and more opportu-
nities of obfervation, than he is pol-

fefled of.

TWO LETTERS OF DR FRANKLIN, NOT TO BE FOUND IN

LETTER, TO MICHAEL HILLEGRAS,
ESQ. RESPECTING COVERING HOURES
WITH COPPER. '

London, March, 17, 1770.

DEAR SIR,
I RECEIVED your favour of No-
vember 25th, and have made in-
quiries, as you defired, concerning
the copper covering of houfes. It
has been ufed here in a few inftances
only, and the praétice does not feem
to gain ground. The copper is about
the thicknefs of a common playing
card, and though a dearer metal than

ANY COLLECTION OF HIS WORKS.

lead, I am told, that as lefs weight
ferves, on account of its being fo
much thinner, and a {lighter wood-
work in the roof is fufficient to fup-
port it, the roof is not dearer, on the
whole, than one covered with lead.
It is faid that hail and rain make 2
difagreeable drumming noife on cop-
per ; but this, I fuppofe, is rather
fancy ; for the plates being faftened
to the rafters, muft, in-a great mea-
fure, deaden fuch found. The firft
coft, whatever it is, will be all, as2
copper covering muft laft for ages;
and when the houfe decays, the plat_eﬁ
wi
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Gill Qill have intrinfic worth. In
Ruffia, L.am informed, many beufes
are covered with plates of iron tin-
ned, fuch as our tin pots and other
wares are made of, laid on over the
edges of one another, like tiles ; and
which, it is faid, laft very long; the
tin preferving the iron from much
decay by rufting. In France and
the Low Countries I have feen many
fpouts or pipes for conveying the
water down from the roofs of
houfes, made of the {ame kind of tin
plates, foldered together ; and they
feem to ftand very well. '
With fincere regard, I am,
Yours, &ec.
B..FRANKLIN.

LETTER FROM THE SAME, TO SAMUEL
RHOADS, ESQ. ON THE SAME SUB-
JECT.

London, Fune 26, 1770,
DEAR FRIEND, '

ITis along time fince I had the
pleafure of hearing from you dire&-
ly. Mrs Franklin has, indeed, now
and then acquainted me of your wel-
fare, which I am always glad to hear
of. Itis, I fear, partly, if not alto-
gether, my fault, that our correfpon-
dence has not been regularly conti-
nued.  One thing I am fure of, that
it has been from no want of regard
on either fide, but rather from too
much bufinels, and avocations of va-
tious kinds, and my having little of
Importance to communicate.

One of our"good citizens, Mr Hil-
legras, anxious for the future fafety of
our town, wrote tome fome time fince,
defiring 1 wouldf inquire concerning
the covering of Boufes here with cop-
per. I fent him the beft informa-
tion I could then obtain, but have
iince received the inclofed from an
ingenious friend, who is what they
call here a civil engineer. I fhould
be glad you would perufe it, think
of the ‘matter a little, and give me
your fentiments of it. When you
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have done with the paper, pleafe to
give it to Mr Hillegras. [ am.told
by Lord Defpencer, who hascovered
a long piazzo, or gallery, with cop-
per, that the expence is charged in
this_account too high; for his coft
but one fhilling and tenpence per
foot, all charges included. Ifuppofe
his copper mult have been thinner.
And, indged, it is [o firong a metal,
that I think it may well be ufed very
thin.
It appears to me of great import-
ance to build our dwelling-houfes,
if we can, in a manner more fecure
from danger by fire. We fcarcely
gver hear of fire “in Pari,. When I
was there, I took particular notice
of the conftruction of their houfes,
and I did not fec how one of them
could well be burnt. The roofs are
flate or tile, the walls are ftone, the
rooms generally lined with ftucco or
plafter, inftead of wainfcot, the floors
of ftucco, or of fix-fquare tiles paint-
ed brown, or of flag ftone, or of
marble ; if any floors were of wood,
it was of oak wood, which is not fo
inflammable as pine. Carpets prevent
the “coldnefls of {tone or brick floors
aoffending the feet in winter, and the
noife of treading on fuch loors, over-
head, is lefs inconvenient than ogn
boards. The fairs too, at Paris, are
gither ftone or brick, with only a
wooden edge or corner for the ftep;
fo that, on the whole, though the
Parifians commonly burn wood in
their chimnies, a mor< dangerous kind
of fuel thay that ufed here, yet their
houfes efcape extremely avell, as
there is little in a room that can be
confumed by fire except the furni-
ture ; whereas in London, perhaps
fcarcely a year paffes in which half
a million of property and many lives
are not loft by this deftructive ele-
ment. Of late, indeed, they begin
here to leave off wainfcoting their
rooms, and inftead of it cover the
walls with [tucco, often formed into
pannels, like wainfcot, which, being
. ; painte




