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The STUDY of POLITE LITERATURE defended againdt i
Onjecrion that jt is vseLEss, and even PERNICIOUsy;

SoCIETY,

[From M. de RoseNsTEIN's OraTion delivercd before the Swroiy
Acapeny, tranflated by N. G. Acanpes.)

¢« YR OM the four following

fourccs are derived thofe argu-
ments, the grounds of which I ven-
ture todeny: the examples recorded
in hiftory; a comparifon between
thofe peniods inwhich politelearning
has flourithed, and in whichit was
unknown; the very nature of ele-
gant learning ; and the difpofitions
and conduét of thofewho are devo-

ted to its purfuits. :

© ¢« Examples deduced from hif-
tory I mentlon firft, well perfuaded
that they have long and powerfully
fupported the caufc of error, There
is not any thing, of whichmankind
have been more ignorant, than of
the fcience of focial life. The im-
-perfeétions incident to every form
of government 1 do not armign.
How indeed could perfection be at-
tained, without mature confider-
ation ; and who can'expeét mature
confideration in works, produced
by the fortuitous ‘courfe of events,
by the tyranny of circumftances?
Among the ancient ftates, Sparta

alone could boaft a legiflation con- ,

nected in allits parts: yet, by mi-
litating againft the frongeft pro-
penfities of human nature, the
Spartan laws excited a perpetual
confli@, that ended in the deftruc-
‘tion of that country. The govern-
ments at prefent fubfifting may be
aptly com

improved by the hand of tafte.

# It may be obferved, that a-

. prudent extent of territory, a com-

prehenfive ex crience, and an in-
. duftrious purfuit of happinefs, have
ccm;ihm%d mose to the public and

1

long been confidered as affording

d to Gothic edifices .

private advantage of mankind, thaa
the moft admired laws of the anci
ent legiflators. There fill, how.
ever, {ubfit fo many fundamentl
defe&ts and errors, fo mucho
fition between diffcrent partsofthe
fame fyflem, that no modern fom
of government can be confidered
as a juft model for imitation. Ve.
nice will perhaps be pointed outas
an exception ; a republic of which
the conflitution has furvived it
greatnefs, and a material changeio
the fentiments of the people. But
what a conftitution ! Equally un.
fhaken, Oriental defpotifm has 2
higher claim to antiquity.

“ Neverthelefs, hiftory hn

examples for the conftrudtion o
forms of government. Athens,
(Carthage, and Rome, ave obje&ts of
enquiry in France, England, and
Sweden. Elevating their voic,
philofophers have at length ventur-
ed to afk, if France bc Atheny
England Carthage, or Swedn
Rome? Isit not, however, ofic
afferted, that after having loft kr
fimplicity, frugality, and povert},
Sparta was no more that Athen,
by eicouraging public f{petacles
ceafed to conquer; inficad of 3
Miitiades, an Ariftides, a The
miftocles, fhic had a Menande
a Plato, a Demofthenes? Chenr-
ed with the eloquence of Cicr
the poetry of Virgil, and Horct
the . Romans fupinely neglelud
their country’s freedom. Alars
ing examples thefe! alarming, 1

H it
deed, for governments like ihci:c.t




fat other caufes fufficiently ac-

« By the frantic rageof conquett,
geery fmall commumt{nmuﬂ falia
vim to its own weaknefs, every
wtenfive monarchy a prey to its
orn grandeur. The Jove of pedce
sill not fhield the former from the
atacksof an ambitious neighbour;
mavoidable neceflity compels
them to combat, to conquer, or to
prih, A golitical truth  this,
vhich will throw fome light on
te ruins of ancient governments.

# The Lacedemonians, deligned
br Lycurgus to be protected by
vilour,’ from equality and poverty
taderive peace and contentment, to
polfels independence b rulin[i only
over themfelves; thele people loft
their Rrength, when, inftead of pre.
frving a fyftem of felf-defence,
they committed hoflilities upon
dthers; engaged -in war with a fu-
perior forec, they foon ceafed to be
independent ; their happinefs was
dike deftroyed by the confequences

Athens found it impoflible to fup.
port, undiminifhed, that vigour of
mind, that heroic valour, .which
on the field of Marathon, and on
the fhore of Salamis, enabled 2
hndfol of men to vanquifh ar-
mies numerous beyond the experi.
ence or the belief of modern times,
“ That the declineand fall of the
‘Roman empire was the inevitable
confequence of its extravagant am-
bition, who can queftion? But
why have not thofe acute reafoners,
who pretend to trace events to their
Gufes, thewn, whence proceeded
the deftru@ion of thofe ftates, on
whofe ruin Rome raifed her Colof-
fean greatnefs? Was it fuxury and
tlegant learning which deftroyed

the Sabines, the citizens of Veji,

the Volfcians, and the Latins:
ordid not their own weaknefs aban-
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wunt for the deftrution of liberty,”

of viftory or of adverfe lortune, -
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don their deftiny to the chance of
war? Imperious Roine herfelf had,
more than once, nearly feen falfified
her real, or pretended dreams of

ctemi‘ti;. -

« With thefeeventsliz:rature had
not any, or at moft a very flight
connedtion. To clegant occupa-
tions Sparta paid little attention;
nay, if deftitute of poets and ona-
tors, Athens would have fallen like .
Sybaris, Capua, and wunlettered
Carthage. Had Rome ereéted her
vaft monarchy, without fubjeting
Greece; in all probability Rome
would have been little acquainted
with polite learning; but, moft
certainly, her power, like that of
Perfia and Macedon, muft have
declined.

¢ Rutfhould the influence of ele-
Emt-learning be allowed to have

een injurionsto ancient flates; at

prefent, however, it cannot be con-
fidered in that light. This, the
hiftory and conftitution of mad-
et governments will fufliciently
evince.

W The polite fubjefls of Lewis
XIV, were warriors not lefs cou.
rageous than the ruder Germans
and Spaniards, whom they oppofed.
This monarch, the patron of polite
learning, like Auguftus, riveted,
itis true, the fetters of flavery on
the nation : yet, at the fame period,
amidft the ourithing growth of
fcience and clegant Fcara'mg, the
Englith fixed on a firm bafis, their
admirable conftitution,

% How little the deftiny of an-
cient governments ought, at pre-
fent, to excite our alarm, cve
reflefting mind will eafily perceive.
Extent of territory and power are
more equally diftributed; envy
and fear, the centinels of the ftrong,
prove the guardians of the weak s
reftrained Dy finance, war is lefs
galculated for conqueft, than (flor

Ce
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defence ; knowledge is applied to
the advantage of fociety. With-
ont oppofing the moderate claims
of the human paffions, their excefs
only is configned to punithment;
the demands of liberty feck .an
equality in natural, rather than in
acquired, privileges; rather private
fecurity, than political pre-emi.
nence. An uniformity of conduét
will then fecure modern govern-
ments againft all thofe calamities,
which flow not from foreign and
external caufes. But, perbaps, I
have ‘examined, too minutely, an
argument which the more intelli-
. geat adverfaries of literature will
pot very {treauoufly defend,

% To inforce our reafoning, we
s need not, they will alledge, have
« yecourfe to hiftory, nor exhibit
# ‘inftances of extreme danger, to
# fhewthe neceffity of condemning
¢ the effells of elegant learning.
& It is enough, if mankind be
¢ more effeminate, more criminal,
# than in former times. If, from
¢ our own degeneracy, we have
# peafon to expedt 2 progeny flill
¢ more corrupt than ourfelves;
¢ jsourimprovementin knowledge
# tobeconfidered asadvantagenus?
« By givinﬁ new play to the af-
« fe&ions, have not the purfuits
¢ of elegant learning, materially
¢ contributed to produce the
¢ evils of which we now com.
¢ plain ", )

“ Prevented, as'I am, by 2
want of leifure, not by a dread of
the weight of my opponent's argu-
ments, from replying at large to
obje&tions, on the minds of man
very deeply i_mpnﬂ'ed by thedelud.
ing colours of cloquence; yet a
goncife view of the progrefs of fo-
ciety will évince, that no compa.
rifon has been made between the
advantages and evils; that, if a
ehange of manaers -be 3 calamity,

fual, and gttendin
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it is an unavoidable onet and thy
amereeffet has been prepofieroufly
milh:en f‘oﬁ- a ll(::;ufe. "

¢ Amidit the variety of humg
conditions, there is none which
can boaft advantages, unconnefied
with difadvantages. Thefe, on the
contrary, will feldom be found
unalleviated, if we fet afide the pn.
natural fiteations of defpotifm on
the one hand, and of flavery and
ogprcfﬁon on the other. Theftate
o

{avages, their gradual progrel
incivilization, Ifo mcnlt)ioning.
It will not be n to refute

thofe, who delight in declaiming
on the felicity of barbarifm, if
be confidered with what difficulty
fa provide for their fuftenance,
what ceafelefs hoftility they exer.
cife 2 each other, and that
languor clouds, and frequently
fhortens their monotonous lives,
 Taught to depend no longer
for fubfittence on the deftruétion of
animals, or on the fpontancous
produtions of the earth, but obli
ed ta cultjvate the ground, man-
Ei.ud fixed on a determinate fpot,
though not without danger of bemg\
expelled by invaders more powerfu
than themfelves, Such a fituation
the dawa of focia{ prefents to our
view: but how gloomy is yet the
gofpe& { Turning our eyes frou!
tes deftroyed in their wmfancy;

‘from nations, either long fince

buried in their rulng, or ftill groan-
ing under oppreffion, let us, ex-
cluding circumflances merely cz:
{o genend
ome of thofe
ed through all
ym barban(m to

caufes, contemplate
people who have
the feveral flages
refinement. .
u Afterthe megns of fubfiffence
the mext defire of
man, is for perfonal liherty. Dif
daining the bonds, which prevent
maokind from gmplo?'mg the:li?;
11

are provided,
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talties for the promotion of their
happine(s, liberty does not defifl
from her claims, till all unneceffary
nfaints are removed. Property
once fecured, produces inequality
of cicumftances ; inequality affor-
ding 2 fcope to man's natural pro-
pen%g to eafe, engenders luxury,
# fubje& produ&tive of much con-
wation among philofophersand po-
lim:h’li“l:. ral fsofft
“ This natu offociety,
kfrequently rcmdp';g::accelerztz,
by accidental caufes. Thefe caufes
exhibit a people, ftruggliog under
internat or foreign reftraint, regain-
ing lof freedom, again finking un.
der a fuperior force, until at length
buman nature becomes impatient
of bondage, and every thing reco-
vers its flated courfe. Amidit thefe
different fituations, national man-
ners, dcpendinﬁlon the different
degrees of civilization, will un-
:l:fo material changes. At firft,
¢ and barbarous, then fimple
and unpolithed, afterwards enlight.
ened, :ﬁl{‘ frriving at the higheft
pitch of politenefs,mankind become
'Pmdentg: their condu&, delicate
i their converfation, and refined
in lhe;_r I'cnttill:il’entsr.d
% From ordi )
there will, however, mﬂ;ﬂﬁ.
dAJeodple excrting all their force to
tiend or enlarge their teritory,
dl;?l?r aftions wonderful, laudable,
m?uently honoured with the
mame of heroifm. But this enthu-
fifm foon fubfides, At other times
bappy or untoward circumftances
ve an extraordinary effe&. To
fuch a degree of corruption the
‘morals of men may arrive, the hu-
man mind may become fo debafed
tnd effeminate, fo willing to fub.
it to the firft yoke which fhall
be impofed, as to allow defpotifm
':i::z"m“ every idea of public
C.
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¢ Hence it sppears, that the
changes, which take place in foci-
ety, are of two kinds: either pro.
ceeding from accidental caufes, or
inevitably derived from the very
nature ot civil communities.

« If the former be produlive of
gmterthinconvenience; tlt:;n advan.
tages, they may properly be armaign.
tf: requirin); Ixfedre!'s. The ].Ilfﬂ',
no wife man will cenfure, nor at-
tempt to place harriers againft the
uniform and irrefiftible courfe of
nature. ‘Thofe countries which
poflefs the largeft fhare.of freedom
and fecurity, the fage will confider
asthe moft happy ; as the leaft ira-

fe& that fyfiem of laws, which
impofes the {malleft conftraint up-
on the human paffions. Without
dwelling on defe@s and inconveni-
ences which flow from the v
fource of virtue, he s perfuadﬂ
that, in all ages mankind, bearing
a ftrong refem%lance to each other,
are ever a&uated by the fame mo-
tives: ambition, envy, and felf
interet. The predominance of
certain virtues or vices, occafions
a diverfity of manners. The moft
eftimable virtues, however, refult
from that flate of fociety, in which
mankind hive obtained the valuable
right of feeking happinefs without
in uring cach other, and have fecur-
c:dJ this important right by eftablifhe
ed laws, :

% Thefe . obfervations are fufli.
cient to difprove the anfwer to the
cenfure, which has been thrown on
modern times and modernmanners.

« If we have clearer ideas-of the
rights of human nature, of the ori-

in and aim of focicty ; if already
mfluencing the. condu& of fove-
reigns, and the laws of nations,
thefe ideas procure 2 more tranquil
enjoyment of advantages natural or
acquired : furely we have no reafon
to look backawith au eye of eavy
en
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on former times.  If more humane
and reafonable, more benevolent
and focial, our manners flow from
the natural progrefs of civilfociety:
then is every complaint againft
them as unfounded as it is infigni-
ficant. Wo are evidently, there.
fore, advanced to that degree of
civilization, at which it was expe.
dient that we fhould arrive; nor
could its attendant inconvenicnces
be removed, withcut introducing
fiill greater evils. How little the
ancient ftates are caiculated to be-
come ecxamples to the modern,
has already been demonflrated.

“ Having thus endeavopred to
anfwer objedtions, by which' this
fubject has been obfcurcd, I may
now be permitted to inveftigate
the nature of polite literature, and
its peculiar influence upon fociety,
‘Ttus, perhaps, ought to have been
my firlt objed. But prejudice, ap-
pofed by truth, refemibles a citadel,
affaulted by a fuperior force : when
its outworks, the principul ftrength
are once broken down, its entire
deftruction is eafily accomplifhed.

« The firlt ides, fupgefted by

the Belles Lettres, demonflrates
then: to be rather the confequence
than the caufe of the manners of
mankind, By civil lociety, the
mind muft be prepared to receive
their impreflions. Inachus, Ce-
crops,. and Danaus, preceded Am.
phion, Linus, and Orpheus, who
alfo, it is-faid, fpoke only to the
ear, Before Homer could addrefs
the fancy, what further progrefs
muft not fociety have made ! Ele--
gant learning depends on the degree
of civilization, no lefs for its gra-
dual advancement, than forits firft
rife, Though fince the revival of
letters, the vaiuable remains of the
ancients engage theattention of mo-
dern nations, their tafte is formed
efientially by internal caufes The

22 ATULY defended;

charatter of the people, for whoy
a0 author writes, muft be ftudied by
him, if he withes to fieze the heart,
The prevailing fentiments of a na.
tion liave a confiderable influence
upon individuals, Hence the con.

‘nexions obferved between the

(D
nius of a people and their tzﬁc.
That every matenial change in the
civilization, manners, and fenti.
ments of mankind, has had a pro.
portionate influence on their tafle
and literature, I thall endeavourto
evince. Uncommon flights of ge.
nius muft, however, be exc.ptcd,
which, foaring beyond the bounds
of the prefent age, contribute 1o
furm the tufte of pofterity.

¢ Thepolitical caufes which prin.
cipally influence the manners ofa
nation, create and perfeét the Bel.
les Lettres; thefe, in their turn,
arc not deftitute of effedds, for in
the moral world, effefts re-aét ul{on
their caufes, Before the queflion
be examined whether the influence
of elegant learning be vicful of in.
jurious, the nature of this influence
ought to be afcertalned.

“ Of fome few, the entire atten-
Hon is devoted to polite learning:
In others, by employing thofc sa-
cant hours which can be fpared
from bufinefs or trivial purfuits,
polite literature becomes a 1ich
fource of innocent pleafure, opens
a field for imagination, quick-
ens fenfibility, extends the know-
ledge of human nature, refines the
fentiments, deftroys groffir attack-
ments, and gives birth to amore
delicate choice of amufcments, 0
more exquifite recreations, 10 3
more enlightencd intercourfe. n-
acceflible to all but men of fcicact,
many truths have, by the help of
elegant learning, been gcm:'ﬁ!l)’
ditfgz‘fed; and from the fupcriofuy
of the objefls of its enquiry, theb:

man underftanding has cncrc.t!_cld.
il



Stuby of Porite LiteraTurs defended.

'gpmlmion. And canit beima-
o, that fuch ‘effe@ls would be
surious? No, it is anfwered, not
fmuch, l;)n a fuperficial furvey,
sthey will a On 2 MOrg accy-
mmgfpeﬂio?n?u_r’l‘he pleafurcs of
myination are- often indulged to
g immoderate degree? by refine.
pent, converfation becomes lefs
inceres theé Belles Lettres, admini-
fring amufements which lead to
wts, and often excrcifed on cri. -
el fubjedts, prove the caufes of
deminacy, the corruptors of
pinners.

“ There is nothing, however
acellent and laudable it may be,
tatisnot fubjet to inconvenience,
wd liable to abufe, Without en.
tring upon 2 new defence of our

fent politicaland moralfituation,
ﬁuu content myfelf with referring
bwhathasalready been faid refpeét-
igthe neceflity of that fituation.
When we reflet, that the Belles.
letres cannot flourifh except
wongft 2 people who have arrived
12 certain degree of eafe and opu.
kice, the fureft mode of afcertain-
isg whether they are ufeful or per-
tcious, will be to compare two '
utions placed on the fame degree
nthe {cale of civilization, one of
shich cultivates the polite arts,and
te other negle@ts them entirely,
klite literature and the fciences
sutually affift each other. It is
&ficult to arrive at the latter, with.

@t pafling through the former:
 kwould be madnc%s to think of at-
tning the fciences, while the ftu-
<t of the Belles Lettres was pro-
kibed, It is phyfically imro tble,
Wt the human inind fhould expa.
Wtein the vaft field of intclleftual
utrtion, while fo abfurd a barrier
b oppofed to-our progrefls. The
wydifference between {cienceand
& polite arts is this, that the firft

fraa] -
acls more upon the underftanding,
and the latter have a greater influ-
cnce on manners and the conduét
of life,

“ Let us then imagine to our-
felves, ns 1 have already ol .crved
two nations enjoying an equal por-
tion of fecurity and welfare; in
each of thefe nations will exift the
fame degree of fenfuality and lux-
ury, and thence in each nation
will arife the fame defeéts and the
fame vices,

“ But if one of thefc nations
was deflitute of elegatit learning,
unfufceptible of any refined plea.

fure, and folely addifted to fenfual
enjoyments, it would foon become
thevictim of indolence, cowardice,
and cffeminacy, Such has been the
fate of thofe nations, which, with-
out knowledge, have obtained pow.
er.  Of this the Perfians, Macedo-
nians, and Turks, are fufficient
examples. A fimilar deftiny will
beexperienced bythofe people who,
without attending to the cultivation
of their minds, enjoy merely the
convenicnces of life. The Euro-
pean colonies are proofs of this af-
fertion. .

“ On the contrary, in another
nation, equally powerful and prof-
perous, the culture of elegant learn.
ing will produce congenial fenti-
ments of patriotifm.  Independ-
ently of the diffufion of wufeful
knowledge, polite literaturc excites
and chenthes moral feelings, which
by reltraining fenfual pleafures
within proper limits, excite and
cticourage men of talents, by the
hopes of immortal fame. Thisisa
motive, which, on the firft repofe
of Rome from the yoke of defpo-
tifm, animated the genius of Ta-
citus and Pliny; and which, pre-.
ferving for a time the ancient pran.
deur of the empire, rendered lef

. pre-
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;F:I?;me the fall of the Roman
. This ent will ob.
tain additional force, by confider.
ing European nations, which, with
formsof government nearly fimilar,

efs different degrees of know.

ge. - .
¢ It remains, that I thould men.
tion thofe faults which have been
obje@ted to the votaries of tafte;
faults fearcely deferving notice,
when urged as ferious reproaches.
w Aot
ve “proftituted in
fulfome flattery upon the moft un.

worthy monarchs, But we cer- feren
o

tainly ought not to charge poetry
with its abufe, Was the fovereign,
whoadmired and rewarded flattery,
ever deftitute of fycophants? !"lro
the princes who bave defpifed or
negle&ted literature, flatterers have
not been wanting, not even to Ca-
liguls, who profanely wifhed to de-
firoy thé works of Virgil. Lewis
bighy preds ot Lewis, el
!
El?t’ym infligated by praife ity-
hvier and Diyden wer a1
age, en were al-
lowed to ith in poverty, by
Charles the 1L while he fupported
. minifters who encouraged his effe-
minate indolence, and courtiers
who eptertained his voluptuous le.
vity. Let us view mankind as
theyare, Few form theirown cha-
rafters: thofe of the generality arife
from circumftances. Between fat-
and elegant lexrning there is
no clofe conneion: on the con-
trary, the firft and mof} natural ef.
fel of the Belles Lettres, is to ele.
vate the mind. But when found to
. be the road to adulati-
on will alike be purfued by the in-
digeat, the ambitious, the fcholar,
the courtier, and the warrior. In
fich & firuation, men of letters de-
ferve our utmoft pity, as the moag.
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_captivate the croud.

Is fufficiently fpirited toexercife
valuable pavilege,
« ‘The moft enraptured votar
of learning, who are blefled wi
afruitful and ardent imagination
are unqualified, it is affirmed, §
thofe duties of life which requi
refle@ion : their behaviouris ge
rally fingular, and theirreftlefs mi
is the fport of unruly paflions,
% But of this remark, liable t
fo :mmyi exceptions, what is thein
ce
“ It proves only, that mankind
fhould follow the impulfe and d.
retion of nature. If they feela
firoig incitement to elegant leam.
ing, why fhould they refitt is
pleafing influence? In cbeying te
diQates of nature, are moft
likely to be ufeful to themfelra
and to fociety; and the fire of g
nius, inflead of being injunom,
will animate them to the purfuit
knowledge and virtue. .
« Far, therefore, from bein}
condemned, the culture of elegant
learning ought to be highly encou-
raged. The leifure which the
have devoted to the Belles Lettrs
will not be by thofe who
them merely as an amuk-
ment; they will hence learn to -
range their thoughts, to give &i:
nity to the paffions. Capable of
procuring for themfelves s fublise,
;::crl bt et &}1.&&12;:. they ¥i.
€ oi ures w
R Thof;":".
feel themfelves impelled to cevote
their principal attention to pol¥t
learning, will not. il of 2n ¥
guate reward.
« If ghe Belles Lettres afford
necelfary aid to fcience; if they P
lith the manners, mitigate or du
nith the pernicious efics t}g:;‘
’
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etity; if they communicate plea-
wes frugal and profitable ; if they
ighten the gloom of folitude, and
wmfort the heart in the hour of
fidion; if, by inflilling the love
of virtue, they elevate the mind
pmtriotic fentiments: then muft
teir votaries not be accounted ufes

ks members of fociety, Then

[t13]

may they contemn the railings of
ignorance-and prejudice, and cx-
pedt the efteem of every liberdl
mind. From an enlightened go-
vernment they have a right to pro.
teftion: from pofterity they ma
promife themfelves that fame whicﬁ
they deferve.”

MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS on EPIC POETRY, in general.

4 WT O human iuvention appears
more. perfe@ or adinirable

thn the conftruttion of an Lpic
Toem,  This is moft firikingly evi-
dnt, if we confider {uch a pro-
dultion, independently of all poeti.
<l omament, merely as a portion
of hiflory; the main fubjedt of
shich is prefented to our view in
& full amplitude, while the events,
uterior and fubfequent, but fo
tonneéted as to render them more
o lefs intercfting, are announced
1 the fummary mode of epifodical
digreflion, though, for many
ad cbvious reafons, fuch a plan
otld never be adopted in general
flory, it bas proved, in numer.
ws inftances, the moft perfect
mode of treating the events of
y remarkable period that the art
o iman could devife. So excellent,
is it, that in an cpic poem
funded on real but remote events,
¥, always, with fome relu@ance,
tlow to the requifite poetical orna-
ments the ungrateful prerogative of

{ting from truth,
“ The drama feems indebted to

1792,

the epic for its entire fruéture,,
Ariftatle, indeed, tells us tragedy .

(fom  Tixpar's Juvenink Excurstons in Lirexature and
Crivicia.] ,

was originally derived from Dithy-
rambic fong, It would be ftrange
prefumption to differ from Arifto-
tle; but may we not venture to
fufpe&, that whatever the drama
may, in other refpects, owe to the
antient Dithyrambic, it borrowed
its form and ftru&ture, entirely,
from the poems of Homer; which
were anteriorto, and, in fa&, feem
the parents of all other poetry.
The drama is, indeed, the epic in
miniature, though, in & mannet
realized by ation. Ariftotle cone
tends, alfo, for its fuperior excel-
lence to the epic, But in what,
except in aftual reprefentation,
does this fuperior excellence con-
fitt? « It might adopt its metre,”
he tells us: but it were, perhaps,
better it did not, ¢ It admits mu -
fic, ll&d dccoralicin." lA&fir dife
tingniMing properly, as he docs in
thegbegin:%ing g?t);uis chapter, be.
tween real and popular excellence,
it is rather wonderful he fhould
mention thefe as turning the fcale
in favour of the drama: for, al-
though they may ferve to heighten
illuGon, and, thus, give a popular
fuperiority, they are, certainly, no
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