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tile to the public good, or contradiftory
_ to former declarations. But the term
republican’ or commonwealih’s-man, has a
fixed and determinate meaning 5 and may,
without hefitation, be avowed by all who
hold that government was inftitutcd for
the good of the whole; and that this
ood is beft confulted by placing the
upreme power in more hands than one.
‘ J. A

THE ENQUIRER. No: III

QUESTION : Are Literary and Scientific
Purfuits fuited to the Female CharaBer ?

Eviv 8 o xigi mida oiimen diya mig ap
Wpag. % yag wi:l yen,’[.q./.uh xakog nowila, %
weol hvoavy % yeopaeTciavs xel Aoywy Qiaoopuwy
§Jem0 yenaipws axove. PLUTARCH.

THERE WERE IN THIS LADY [COR-
NEL!A] MANY CHARMS BESIDES
HER BEAUTY ; FOR SHE WAS FINE-
LY ACCOMPLISHED IN LITERA-
TURE, IN MUSIC, AND IN GEOME-
TRY, AND SHE USED TO ATTEND
TO PHILOSOPHICAL DISCOURSES
WITH GREAT ADVANTAGE.

© See Knox on Education, Seft. 27.

THE Engquirer, who, if not a philofo-
pher in the arrogant meaning an-
nexed to the appellation in modern
times, ventures to affume the title in the
modeft fenfe, in which it was underftcod
by the ancients, as denoting a lover of
wifdom, hgs obferved, with much fatif-
faétion, the firm and dignified tone, with
which the female fex, in the perfon of
its able and eloquent advocate, Mrs.
Wollftoncraft, hasafferted its intclleu.l
rights. Although he is too jealous of
the rights of man, to concede to woman
fo unjuft a monopoly, as that of being at
once the moft lgvely and the wifeft part
of the human (%ecies, he has no wifh to
thare in the barbarifm of excluding her
from a free participation of the pleafures
and honours of l{:’icnce. The tree of
knowledge, planted by the hand of na-
ture, in an upen Elain, invites every paf-
fenger to partake of its bounty’; and
man, inftead of rudely hedging it round
with thorns, to deter the approach of
woman, ought to affit her in plucking
the fruit from thofe branches which may
happen to hang above her reach.
Strongly impreflcd with thefe fenti-
- Ments concerning the right of women to
knowledge, and to all the means of at-
taining it; but at the fame time per-
ceiving fome obftacles in the way of their
antclleCtual progrefs, arifing from cir-
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cumftances peculiar to the female cha-
raler; it has appeared to the Enquirer,
a queftion, highly interefting to one
hal? of the human fpccies direétly, and
indireétly to the other, how far it is of
advzntage to females to affert their claim,
and engage in literary and fcientific pur-
fuits ? In attempting to fettle this point,
he has, however, met with difficultics,
whkich had almoft ditheartened him, when
a fortunate incident relicved him from
his embarraffinent. Converfing on this
fubjeét with an clderly lady of his ac-
quaintance, who not having becn en-
cumbercd with domeftic cares, has had
much leifure for improving her under-
ftanding, and who has been an attentive
and judicious cbferver of the female
world; this lady, who thall be known to
the reader by the name of Margaretta,
communicated to him the particulars of
aconverfation on female uccomplithments,
which had, a few days before, pafied
with her and two of her nicces, of dif-
ferent families; Sophia, a young lady
educated in the fafhionable ftyle, and
fond of diffipation; and-Eliza, a ftudious
lady, habituated to domeftic retirement,
and more folicious to cultivate her mind,
than to difplay the charms of her perion.
The converfa.on was, in fubftance, as
follows :

Sopbia. So, my grave coz, they tell
me, you arc a ferious admirer of this
rhodomontade work, that has of late
turned the heads of fo many females,
Mrs. Wollftoncraft’s Rights of Women ?

Eliza. Why, yes, my lively coz, if
I am to underftand this {mart attack fe-
rioufly, I plead guilty to the charge.
I own I do admire the rational fenti-
ments and liberal fpirit of the work ;
and, at the hazard, perhaps, of being
thought a little deranged in my intellefs,
I will confefs to you, that [ thould my-
felf think it no difcredit to be called one
of Mrs. Wollftoncraft’s female philo-
fophers.  Indeed, [ think it fearcely
pofiible for any woman of fenfe to refift
the united force of her reafoning and
eloquence; and I wonder how it has
happened, that you, Sophia, in reading
the work, efcaped having had your head
turned teo? -

Sogbia. O, that matter is vory eafily
explained. I have never given myfelf a
chance of becoming one of Mrs. Woll
floncraft’s difciples.  Curjofity, ’tis
true, enticed me to take up a book that
every body was talking about; but, care-
lefsly dipping into it, before I fat down to
the ferious bufinefs of reading a large

: otave
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o&tavo volume, I happened to fall upon
a paffage, which taught me, that philofo-
phyis of no fex; and hinted that the
creatures, hitherto called men and women,
ought to wear a common drefs. 1 was
foon fick of fuch abfurdities—threw afide
the book, perhaps a little pcevithly, and
made a {clemn vow, from that moment,
that I would never be a philofopher.
Eliza. In good truth, pioufly vowed !
but pardon me, my dear Sophia, if I-
conjecture, that it may have happencd in
this cafe, as it has in many others, that
igoorance has been the mother of devo-
tion. As, by your own confeiion, you

" have not read the work ; and as you have

done me the honour to clafs me among
the female philofophers ; will you have
patience with me, if I give you my ideas
on the fubjet, under the ccrretion of
our good aunt, who, 1 know, though
#he has not joined in the converfaticn, has
not been inattentive to what has paffed.

Sopbia. As to patience, my dear, 1
«<annot promife you fo much in that way ;
but as i fuppofe you do not mean to
preach a fermon, I am all attention.

Margaretta. The fubjeét, niece, de-
ferves attention: I belicve few peopie
have very accurate noti nsupon it: T thall
be glad to hear my niece lliza’s opinion.

Eliza. My opinic.. if I am to give
it in form, is, that women, in common
with the men, are rational beings, and
‘have an equal right with them to all the
pleafures of intelle€t ; and that it thould
be a woman’s firft objeét, as a human
being, to cultivate her underitanding.
I never could read, with patience, the
infolent obfervation of the Speftator,
that *¢ gil that a woman has to do in th's
world, is contained within the duties of
a daughter, a fifter, a wife, and a mo-
ther.” 1f thefe Lords of the creation
would give us fair play, we would foon
convince them, that we are capable of
rivalling them in any thing, -except bo-
dily firength ; and 1 know no better ob-
jé& of ambition, than Yo rival them in.
knowledge.

Sophia. What? not that of fubduing
the tyrants, and bringing them as flaves
to your feet? Your's, my déar Eliza,
muft be a firange unnatural {yftem, that
would teach you to find more pleafure in
refuting an argument, than in conquer-
ing a heatt. . :

Margaretta, A truce, Sophia, with.
your raillery! and for once, 1if you can,

e ferious.

Sopbia., 1 proteft, my dear aunt, I

Acier was more ferious in all my life. I
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know not what fhould make one ferious,
if not an attempt to rob us young womnen
of the pleafure of firtation. Now do,
my beloved oz, tell me henefily—none of
the male crcatures are by does it not
go a little againft the grain, even
with your wife gravity, to fhut yourfelf
up with your Lockes and your Newtons,

.and to be ¢ commercingwith the fkies,”

when you might be footing it on the
floor of a public room, among a crowd of
admirers ¢ Or can you in your confci-
ence fay, that you I‘;ad rather hold a
learned converfation with philofophers of
no fex, on liberty and necefity, or on
the origin of evil, than enjoy the delight
of a little rattle about nothing with the
fellows in a fide-box i

Eliza. As to the dear delight you
talk of, Sophia, I muft tell you horeftly,
that philofophy has already made me too
wife, or if you like it better, too ftupid,
to relith it. I could never perfuade my-
felf that nonfenfc, in falling from the
lips f 4a pretcy fellow, was converted
into fen{e. Nor have I ever felt what,
1 own, my reafon inftrués e to call the
culpable vanity of making numerous
conquefts. Of the conquelt of one wor-
thy heart, no woman nceds be athamed :
but a coquet, with a train of danglers,
has always appeared to me a defpicable
feeble charaéer. -

S.pbia. Your wifdom, my dear, makes
yow, methinks, a little too fevere. If I
am to {peak plainly in my turn, I muft
fay, 1 have no patience with that freez-
ing philofophy, which would nip every
pieafure in the bud, and convert every
melting heart into ftone. I am afraid,
Eliza, your fyftem, in banifhing that
lively nonfenfe, that drops from the lips
without the trouble of thinking, would
convert our gay circles into filent meet-
ings. If I were to grow fo very wife,
as 1 am fure vour philofophy would make
me,; I am perfuaded, 1 thould lofc more
than half my charms.

Eliza. Still, Sophia, harping upon
the fame ftring! How happy fhould I
think myfelf, my dear girl, could I teach
you at leaft fo much philofophy, as to
convince you, that a woman has higher
objeéts to purfue, than to gratify herown
vanity, or to pleafe the men. By devot-
ing themfelves to thefe objeés, and by
entertaining the filly notion that their
weaknefles and defects render them ami-
able, women have hitherto kept them-
fclves in a ftate of inferiority, for which
nature never defigned them. It has ne-
ver yet been proved, that woman’s un-

derftanding,
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derftanding, like her ftature, is lower
than that of the men. I donot know
whether it might not be proved, that
woman has more sund than man,. If
mind be an effe&t of organization, as the
fyftem. at prefent adopted by our moft en-
lightened philofophers, leads them to
conclade, it fecms probable, that the
fcmale, swhofe organic firu€ture is cer-
tainly. more delicate than that of the
malc, is capable of higher rcfinement of
intellect.

Sipsia. Eliza, I don’t perfeétly com-
prehend you.

Eliza.” Very likely, Sophia; thefe
fpeculations are at firit a little abftrufe::
but I beg pardan for troubling you with
a theory, which was not neceflary to my
argument. Without any. metaphyfical
inveftigation, we havea right to conclude,
from the brilliant examples of women
eminent for genius, learning, and phi-
lofophy, which the hiftory of our fex
affords, that if we enjoyed equal advan-
tages.with the men, we fhould be at lcaft
capable of equal attainments, If, in the
depreffed ftate in which female intel-
le& has hitherto been kept, the ancient
world had its Afpafias, Cornelias, and
Hypatias ; and modern times can boaft of
their Carters and Macaulays, their Bar-
baulds and Wollftoncrafts, what may
not be expeéted in a new order of things,
in which rational beings, of both fexes,
fhall meet together, to profecute, with-
out any frivolous interruptions, or childith
reftraints, the noble obje&t of intel-
leftual improvement ? Yeur good fenfe,
Sophia, muft, I am fure, convince ycu,
that converfation, conduted upon this
rational plan, would be far preferable to
the idle chat you every day hear, upon
fathionable drefs, public amufements, and
domeftic anecdotes. .

Sopbia. Converfation goes on very
pleafantly, as it is managed at prefent.

Eliza. Would it not be as well, if it
were allo a little improving 2 Befides,
Sophia, how can a young woman_better
employ her leifure hours, of which the
commonly has, or may have, abundance,
than in calling forth the energies of her
mind, and exercifing her reafon on fub-
je@s interefting to every human being ?
Is the ftudy of natural hiftory, and na.
tral philofophy, of civil hiftory, or of
. the principles of policy, morals, and re-
ligion, an employment at alt inconfiftent
with, the female charaéter? Would a
woman be the lefs qualified for difcharg-
ing the duties of a wife, or mother, be-
saule fhe underftands the nature and ra-
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tional grounds of thefe dutics? Would
the be the lefs capable of educating her
children properly, becaufe fhe is ac-
quainted with many of the fubjeéts in
which they are to be inftruéted? Or
would the be the lefs agreeable compa-
nion, either in domeftic fetirement,. or
in the larger circles of friendly fociety,
for poffefling a fteck of well arranged
ideas, and knowing how to communicate
thein with advantage ? If perfonal charms
are to be brought into the queftion, is the ~
woman the lefs lovely for having her
countenance animated with intelligence 2
Believe me, Sophia, philofophy is na
encmy to the graces; and a cultivated
mind may dwell in a charming form,

. Sophia. Weil now, Eliza, if T couid
be quite affured of thatr, I almoft think
your fine fpeech would convert me to
your fyftem. But—no—it cannot bej;
at leaft, at prefent. I am certain, Iam
not grave enough for a philofopher : fo,
my dear coz,

¢ Hail to pleafure’s frolic train !
¢ Hail to fancy’s golden reign;
¢ Fefiive mirth, and faughter wild, °
¢ Free and fportive as the child ;
¢ Hope, with eager fparkling eyes,
¢ And eafy faith, and fond furprife !
¢ Let thefe, in fairy colours dreft,
¢¢ For ever fhare my carele(s breaft:
¢¢ Then, thouzh wife I may not be,
¢¢ The wife themfelves fhall envy me *.*

Margaretta. Charming lines, Sophia
and fmartly introdaced. But if you
meant them in refutation of Eliza’s are
guments in favoyr-of female philofophy,
you fhot a little wide of the mark. The
clegant writer, whofe lines you have
quoted, is herfelf a philofopher, and I
am fure never meant to difcourage, in
either fex, the. purfuit of wifdom. You,
appear to me, my dear niece, through
th:s whole converfation, to have treated
the fubjeft with too much levity. You,
I am fure, with to be an accomplithed
woman : and, allow me to {ay, no woman
can be fo without knowledge. Eliza’s
fentiments on the fubject are, I am con-
vinced, in the main, right. I have feen,
in my time, a very happy change taking
placein the female world, in confequence
of the increafing attention which has
been paid to interior, as well as exterior,
accomplifhments, inthe education of young
women. In this bufinefs, there yet re-
mains, it is true, much room for cors
reétion and improvement. But know-

o &

# Mrs. Barbauld’s Poem : To Wifdom.
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edge is certainly more valued, and more

pains are taken todiffufe it, than formerly. -

Young women, in the prefent age, ought
to know and value the peculiar advan-
tage with which, in this refpeé, they
enter into life. Inftead of confidering
fcience, either with fuperftitious reve-
rence, as above their reach, or with igno-
rant contempt, as beneath their notice,
they fhould purfue it with ardour, as the
foundaticn of the moft ufeful and orna-
mental attainments, But, I ought to
afk pardon for thus unneceffarily trying
your patience. .

Elza. Your good leflons, kind aunt,
are always wglcome! It is, I am fure,
our united requeit, that you would goon
to explain to us how far you think fcien-
tific purfuits are fuited to the female
charaéter ?

Murgareita. I certainly would not ad-
vife a'young woman to aim at univerfal
knowledge : I fhould, perha})s, advife,
ordinarily, a narrower field of learning,
than would fatisfy the inquifitive mind of
Eliza. "With fuitable opportunities and
advantages, I fce no reafon why minds of
a particular caft, among women as well
as men, may not contribute eflentially to
the advancement of knowledge. Butit
feems, in common, moft eligible that the
objeéts of ftudy fhould be regulated by
utility. Thofe ftudies which are adapted
to fit a woman for acting her part wellin
her perfonal, domeftic, and {ocial capa-
city, and to qualify her for converfation
in the circles in which fhe is likely to be
thrown, appear to have the firft claim to
her attention. In a planof female ftudy,
I tfhould comprehend, what Eliza has
entirely overlooked, purfuits properly
literary. The formation of a tafte for
polite literature conftitutes, in my judg-
ment, an effential part of female edu-
cation. When a peculiarly favourable
opportunity offers for acquiring claffical
learning to fuch a degree of perfeétion,
as to enable the fcholar to read the writ-
ings of the ancients with facility, it
fhould not be negle€ted. But, without
a learned education, it is poffible for
young women to acquire a very correét
tafte in polite literature and the fine arts:
and the elegant purfuits of tafte, I own,
I confider, as pcculiarly fuited to the
female charatter. They furnifh an ¢nd.
lefs variety of amufement; and they have
3 happy tendency to cherifh that dclicate
fenfibility, which, how fathionable fo
ever it may be_to defpife it, muft always
form an cflential part of female excellence.
Without intending the fiighteft infinu-
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ation to the difadvantage of my fcientific

niece, I muft remark to you the natural

tendency which philofophical purfuits
have to damp the ardour of affetion.

‘Women do not always become more ami-

able exally in proportion as they improve

in knowledge. This I do not impute to
philofophﬂ; for I conceive its genuine
cffect 1o be, to refine every power, and
meliorate every paffion of the human
mind : I impute the defet, in part, to
the almoft exclufive attention which
thofe who philofophize pay to fubjeéts
which folely occupy the underftanding ;
and in part to a prejudice not unufually
conneéted with a fondnefs for fpeculation,
againft fenfibility, as at beft only an
amiable weaknefs. Though fenfibility
is fometimes affefted, and is fomedimes in
reality indulged to fuch excefs as to be-
come a morbid habit of mind, it is as
natural to man as intelle&t; and, while
it is regulatcd by rcafon, is not to be de-
fpifed as a weaknefs, but to be cherifhed
as a fource of the pureft pleafures, and
to be admired as the laft finifbing, and
higheft polith of the fecmale charaéter.

Philofophers—efpecially female philofo-

phers—if they wifh to be loved, as well

as refpefted, fhould cultivate the ima-
gination and affe€tions, together with the
underftanding; and fhould be careful
that, in improving the head, they do not
negleét the heart.  But, it is high time,
nieces, that I releafe you from this tedi-
ous lecture.

e ——
LETTER OF JoHN BurL.

[The following jex d’¢[prit was written two o
three years ago, at a time when every body
thought it neceffary to prove their loyalty, by
aflaciations, and the moft extravagant decla-
rations of attachment to the conftitution.]

HAVE long had the happinefs of

being married, as 1 have often faid
and {worn, to the beft of all poffible
wives; but as this beft of all poffible
wives has a few fancies, which I fhould
be glad fhe were cured of, I have taken
the liberty to lay my cafe before you.

My wife, fir, has been much admired
in her time, and fill is, in my eye, 2
very defirable woman; but you well
know, fir, that let wives wear as well
as you can fuppofe, they will be the
worfe for wear; and fo it is with my
dame; and if I were to fay, that I can
fee in her neither fpot, nor wrinkle, nor
any fuch thing, I fhould belic my own
eye-fight, I like her, however, alto-
gether, better than any woman I know 5

an




