by no means inferior to the tranquil landiman, whofe
Iife is generally marked by a more fteady unsformity.
Merit is confined to no flation under heaven. Inevery
department of iuman life 1s it to be met with, and its
more prominent features fhall be by us faithfully re.
corded.

We fhall clofe this account, with a lift of the Naval
Stations of our Fleers and Commanders on the firft of
July, 1793. Bysfuch an enumcration curiofity will
be in a meafure gratified :—

COMMANDERS.

Bridport, Lord

Bligh, R. R. Efg.

Curtis, Sir Roger

Chriftian, S Hugh C.

Duncan, Lord

STATIONS.
French Coaft,
Well Indies.
Lifbon.
Cape of Good Hope,
North Seas.

Frederick, T. L. Efgq.  Liibhon.
Gardner, Sir Alan Cruizimg.
Harvey, H. Elq. Weit Endics.
Kingfmill, R. Efq. Cork.
King, Sir P, Piymouth,
Lutwidge, S. Efq. Sheerncls.

Nclfon,
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This lift exhibits at one view the diltribution ot our
maval power. So fupendous a force muft excite our
aftonithment.  From the ability and fkill of the feveral
commanders, we have realon to hope that the enemies
of Britain will be iumbled, and our fears of an invafion
put to flighr, Thefe flects are truly the twooden walls
of Old England. Whillt we maintain a {uperiority at
fea, it is next to an impoffibility that the landing of any
confiderable number of men on our fhores can be ef-
fefted. May our zaval fuperiority, therefore, continue
to the lareft pofterjty ! This, our dominion on the ocean,
towever, fhuuld be exercifed with mildnefs and hu-
manity. When viltories are obtained, may they be ac-
companied with little bloudthed, and may they accelerate
the arrival of PEACE, that moft difiinguilhed blefling,
which fhiali at fume future period extend its bajmy wing
over af/ the nations of the earth,
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THE REFLECTOR.
[No. XV1IL]
ON CRITICISM.

Firit follow nature, and your judgment frame

By her juft ftandard which is fhili the fame;

Unerring nature, il divinely hight,

One clear, unchang’d, and univerial light,

Life, force, and beauty mult to 2]l impart,

At once the fource and end, and reft of T,
YOPE.

HE term Criticifm convevs a degree of terror to
valgar cars. It is imagined to be a3 myQerious
fomething, fevere m the extreme. Many perfuns fhrink
away from it, as from the ghoils and ap; aritions of for-
mer days. Its louk fcarifies, its touch is death. Bue
wherefore thefe terrible ideas of an art, innocent in its
nature, and ufeful in its operation 2 By no one thould
true criticifm be feared. Her province is to enlighten
and reform human genius. She preferibes rules of
writing ditated by wifdom, the obfervance of which
enables the author to inflruét and meliorate mankind
with a mere fovereign efficacy.

Criticifmdivefted of its technical notions, and zppli-d
to the ettimation of good writing, is founded on ex-
perience. It is not the refult of arbitrary determina-
tion. It is not the prodult of caprice and whimfi-
cality. No; true criticilin confifts ofrulcs legitimatety
afcertained, from contemplating the works of others
which have borne the teft of public opinion. Feeling
that propriety and beauty arole from certain arrange-
ments and combinations, this difpofiticn of things pafles
jnto an eftablithed rule not to be violated with impunity,
This is the moft natural account of Criticifm under
whatever forms it may be confidered. L.t this repre-
fentation of its origin be carefully remembered. lrwil
affift us in forming a juft idea of a {ubjelt, poffcifing no
mean rank in the republic of letters.

Te
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To illuftrate the preceding oblervation, an inftance
has been taken from ¢ Ariftotle’s rules concerning the
poitv of aétion in dramatic and epic compofition. They
were not rules frit difcovervd by logical reafoning, and
then applied ro poetry 3 but they were drawn from the
practice of Hoincr and Sophocles ; they were founded
upon ubferving the fuperior pleafure which we receive
from the relation of an aétion which is one and entire,
beyond what we receive from the relation of fcatrered
and unconucedted faéts” But it may be afked concerning
the rules of Criticifm, Is an author ro keep them con-
frantly in view ? Muft they be to him what the beacon
isto the mariner? Is he never to lofc fight of them?
To thele queries it is replied, That this fervile ateen-
tion is by no means neceflary, We with not to load a
writer with trammels. We want_not to hamper his
genius.  But in compofition, we expeél that be will not
overleap the boundartes which experience and good fenie
have wifely preferibed,

An eminent genius will write Jnfuitively according
to thele rules, though with an irregularity that is often-
times the parent of blemithes. The diverfity of the bu-
man mind is aftonithing. Some intclleéts will at once
necform what other intelicéts can never be brought to
accomplith.  Writers of ability taunch forth into their
fubjeéts with fuch encrgy, that they wili not fuifer any
rules to operate for the regulation of their excurfions.
Many beautics. therefore, are thus inarched beyond the
reach of art.  Yer as to thefe writers it muft be con-
fefled that an artention to the eftablifhed canons of cri~
ticlfm would prove highly ferviceable rothem. frwould
heighten their beaunes, diminith their blemifhes, and
fling over their whoie produttion an inimitable, grace,
eafier to be conceived than deferibed, ‘

Shakefpeare, it has been often faid, pleafes in {pite
of his irregularities. And for whar realon ? Hecaule
his beautivs are {o exquifitely charming, that they com-
penlute for his other defefls.  We are entapturgd with
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mer days, 1ts look icarines, Its touch s death. But
wherefore thefe terrible ideas of an art, innocent in i
nature, and ufeful in its operation ? By no one fhould
true criticifm be feared. . Her province is to enlighten
and reform human genius. She preferibes rules of
writing diftated by wifdom, the obfervance of which
enabies the author to inftruét and meliorate mankind

with a more fovereign efficacy. )
Criticifinfdivefted of its technical notions, and applied
to the eftimation of grod writing, is founded on ex-
perience. It is not the refult of acbitrary derermina-
tion, It is not the produét of capricc and whimfi-
cality, No; true criticilm confifts oPrulcs legirimately
afcertained, from contemplating the works of others
which have borne the teft of public opinion. Feeling
that propriety and beauty arvie from certain arrange-
ments and combinations, this difpofition of things pafles
into an eftablifhed rule not vo be violated with wxpunity.
This is the molt natural account of Criticifm under
whatever forms it may be confidered, Lt this repre-
fentation of its origin be carefully remembered. 1vwill
affift us in forming a juft idea of a fubjeél, pofleifing no
mcan rauk in the republic of letters, T
.
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overleap the boundartes which experience and good lenie
have wifely prelcribed. - .

An eminent genius will write intwitively according
to thete tules, though with an irregularity that is often-
times the parent of blemithes. The diverfity of the bu-
man mind is aftonithing. Some intclieéts will at once
perform what other intelie€ts can never be brought to
sccomplith.  Writers of ability lauach farth into rtheir
fubje€ts with fuch encrgy, that they will not tuffer any
rules to operate for the regulation of their exeurfions.
Many beautics. therefore, are thus fnarched beyond the
reach of arr.  Yer as to thefe writers it muft be con-
feffed that an attention to the eftablifhed cancns of cri-
tictfm would prove highly ferviceable tothem. frwould
heighten their beauties, diminith their blemithes, and
fing over their whoie produttion an inimntable grace,
eafier to be conceived than defcribed,

Shakefpeare, it has been often faid, pleafes in fpite
of his irregularities. And for what reaton ? Becaule
his beautics are fo exquifitcly charming, rhar they com-
penfate for his other defedts,  ¥We are enraplured \ivirh
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him, not on account of his blemithes, but becaufe they
are greatly outweighed by the beautiful parts which
accord with thofe found rules of writing which criticifm
hath preferibed.  The jufinefs of his fentiments, the
fimplicity of his language, the firokes of paflien, and
the lively delineation of charafter muft imprefs every
mind, From {uch compofition no reader of difcurnment
can withhold his tribute of applaufe,

The imperfcétion of human genius renders rules
highly ncceflary for the perfeéting of compofition.
Without fume ftandard we arc at a lofs how to form an
equitable judgment of what is prefented to ocur atren.
ticn.  FExcepr fome guide be held forth wo us, we are
out at {ea, wandering in the wide and tracklefs ocean,
But with a chart and compafs we know our fizuation,
and can sfcertain the porr whither we are deftined. It
is with literature a5 with every thing elfe, fome fertled
laws muft be «ftabhithed. What has mott gencrally been
found to pleale, and amonglt perfons moft capable of
making a juft eftimation, is the only rule which can be
laid down fer the preduétion of fimilar beautis. The

wrirers could have mo fuch rules, but when once
they had exhibited to the world thele beauties generated
by the native encrgy of their minds, which have
charmed mankind, then their fucceffors gathered frem
their produétions the rules neceflary to be obferved. It
was a work of time and labour. But once afcertained,
let us ferwoufly attend ro it

Evr:?r thing in nature and art muft be judged by the
rules of good fenfe, aided by the advantages of 2 well
dire€ted cducation. Avoiding, however, fervility in the
imitation of others, we fhould never fuffer tafle to prt-
vail at the expence of judgment. Of the diverfity of
apinions refpeéting liverary topics, we are apprifed. For
a time, compofitions may be popular where there is ne

Juft ground for approbation, Partics in ruligion or po-
lities may smpart to certain produdtions an umportance
which otherwile could not have been obrained. Eut

) when

12022009

when the clowds of prejudice pafs away, the merits of
the work will be confidered. By itsintrinfic value slone
will it rife or fall.  So truc is the remark of Cicero:—
“ Time overthrows the illufions of opinion, bur efta-
blifhes the decifions of nature.”

Ariftotle and Longinus arc the two mafer critics of
antiquity, From their writings have been derived thefe
rukes of judging which have {uffered little or no altera-
ton by the lapfe of ages. The former, in parucular,
has by the comprehenfivenels of his mind, and by the
acuzencis of his gemius, traverfed the whele ciicle ofhu-
man knowicdge. Into almoft every [ubjeét has he prved
with an eagle eye.  Few topics hus hic left untouched.
The very recent tranflztion of his writings byDr.Gillies,
merits from cvery ftudious mind particular avention,

Pope’s Effuy on Criticifta thould not be unnoticed in
the difcuffion of the prefent fubjeét. With its contents
molt of our’readers, we doubit not, are acquainted. The
young writer will derive confiderable advantage from
the attentive perufal of it.  ** Iv s a work,” faid Dr.
Johnfon, ¢ which difplays fuch extent of comprehenigan,
fuch nicetics of dittinétion, {uch acc;udinlancc with mifl-
kind, and fuch knowledge both of ancient and modern
learning, as are not often artained by the matureft age
and longeft cxpertence.”” Yot was it ameng his carly
compofitions.:

We conclude this Refefor by remarking, that true
Criticifm, and an amiable candour, are clofely allivd.—
Lorenzo de Medici, an eminent genius of modern times,
being prefent when the charadter of a celebrared mufi-
cian was the fubjeft of ceafure, obferved 1o his detrac-
tors :—*¢ If you knew how Jrficzit it is to arrive at ex-
cellence in any feience, you would ipeak of him with
more refpedt.””  Severiry is abhorrent from the. nature
of the genuing critic. V{/ith the difficulty of preducing
what is really exccllent he is not unacquainted., Over
the midnight lamp has he ruminated for the acduifition
of knowledge, and wich a tremulous band has he lnarked
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But with a chart and compafs we know our fizuation,
and can afcertain the port whither we are deftined. It
is with literature a% with every thing eife, fome fettled
laws muft be eftablithed, What has molt geuerally been
found to pleale, and amongft perfons moft capable of
making a juft eftimation; is the unly rule which can be
laid down for the produlion of fimilar beautics. The
writers could have no fuch rules, bur when once
they had exhibited to the world thofe beauties generated
by the native encrgy of their minds, which have
charmed mankifd, then their fucceflors gathercd from
their produétions the rules neceflary to be obfurved, It
was a work of time and labour. But once alcertained,
let us ferioufly awend to it.
Evc?' thing in nature and art muft be judged by the
rules of good fenfe, aided by the advantages of a wells
direfted education. Avoiding, however, [crviliey in the
imuation of others, we thould never fuffer tatie to pre-
vail at the expence of judgment. OF the diverfity of
opinions refpeéting literary topics, we are apprifed. For
a time, compofitions may be popular where there is no
Jult ground for approbation.  Parrics in ruligion or po-
litics may ympart to certain produétions an nuportancs
which atherwife could not have becn cbrained. But
whea
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1 uE very recent tranutation ot his writings by Dr.Gillies,
merits from cvery ftudious mind particular attention.

Pope’s Effay on Criticifm fhould not be unnoticed in
the difcuffion of the prefent fubje&.  With its contents
molt of our' readers, we doubt not, are acquainted. The
young writer will derive confiderable advanrage fram
the attentive perufal of it. * It is a work,” faid Dr.
Johnlon, - ¢ which difplays fuch extent of comprehe ’
fuch nicerics of dikinétion, fuch acquaintance with raM-
kind, and fuch knowledge both of ancient and modern
learning, as are not often atrained by the matureft age
and longet experience.”” Yct was it among his carly
compofitions.: :

We conclude this Refeffor by remarking, that true
Criticilin, and an amiable candour, are clofely allied.—
Lorenzo de Medici, an eminent genius of modern times,
being prefent when the charadter of a celebrated mufi-
cian was the fubjeét of ceniure, obferved to his detrac-
tors :—*¢ 1f you knew how drffuadt it is to arrive at ex-
cellence in any feience, you would ipeak of him with
more refpect.””  Severity is abhorrent from the nature
of the genuine eritic,  With the difiiculty of producing
what is reatly excellent he is not unacquainied. Qver
the midnight lamp has he ruminated for the acquifition
of knowledge, and with a tremulous hand has he marked

Vor. IV, Fi the

THE MONTHLY VISITOR. 119

the beautics of the authors patling beneath his review,
For young writers he therefore makes due allowance,
fevere only to arrogant flupidity, or difgufting conceir.
The amiable youth he takes by the hand, and leads him
wently on to the attainment of bis withes, Such a mode
uf Criticifm begets Tove wherever it is exerciled, Tr
enlarges the human niind, invigorates its be powers,
and prepares it for its noblefl exertions,

I our next Volume fcack of awkich confifts sf vovn Numben)
rhe Refletors witl contain a Survey of oner's had, Fogils
Fncid, Miltens I’urmi'.'/:’ Lcjf, and J?.'grrg:j%u".; .S';aj'gus.

———— R it

ON INNOCENCE. .

Sweet iNNocrFNCE ! Thou firanger to offince
And inward ftorm U He who yon fky involves

In frowns of darknefs, ever fmiles on thee

With kind regard. THOMSON.

HE greateft bluffing of which man can be poffefled,
is Janocence.  In every fituarion, in every condis
tion of life, 1t poffeffes the molt attradtive charr_ns, and
produccs the moft cordial fatisfadtion.  I¥ pleafuresare
lalting and (table. The man who {ceks happinefs in
any other way, muft in the end feel himfelf fatally dil-
sppninted. A tranfient glow of fatisfaf:'hnn, while en.
gaged in his favourite purfuits, he may indecd feel; but
no focner does he allow himlelf an hour of calm, foper
refleétion, than difappointment and forrow arife in hit
bofom, as the cffeéts of his pervereed choice.

The pleafures of fenfuality are more violent am‘l
peinted, but thofe of Innscence more tranquil and folid..
The former, on this account may be expeéled to finda
greater number of votarics, amonyg grofs am:! vulgar
minds, who poffels not fortitude to perform the duties
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of Innacence, and cannot be cxpedted to tafte its plea-
fures. To enjoy them indeed, in their full extent, re-
qures no hittle delicacy of tafte and fentiment, We
muft not only know, but feel. Qur hearr muft glow
with affeftion towards what is generous, excellent, and
prailc-worthy, Our whole foul muft be dedicated to the
nteredts of virtue,  There muft be no furt of wavering
berween the choice of a vicious and a virtuous courfe,
whatever allurements the former may poflefs, The leaft
fimple compliance effetually leads on to a greater, and
undermines the ftrong hold of virtue. OQur condudt muft
be regular, and confiant, if we would not forfeit the
plealures of Innorence. Happy the man, who by fuch
a courfe of action, fecures the friendfhip and complai-
fance of the Great Author of his being! Nothing can
annoy his repole, or deftroy his pleafure. He looks upon
the ills incident to this life, only as a field for the exer-
cife of his virtue. ’

If to thefe motives 10 a virtuous courfe, any other
need be added, docs not the voice of confcience urge a
moit powerful plea in its favour #  The voice of God
him{eif, fpeaking in the heart of man, admonifhes and
remonfirates with the moft ftubborn of his rational crea-
tures. He condefcends to fpeak, in a language, plain,
fimple, and underftood by all. Its general diftates are
the fame, in the breaft of every individual, of every na-
tion ; however debafed by ignorance, or diltorted by
fanaticifm in particular inftances of condu@. Does not
then man, by a vicious courfe of aétion, thwart the noble
defigns, and expofe himfelf to the juft punifhment of
his Creator 2

The votaries of vice may indeed frame excufes for
their conduét, and lull themfelves into a vain fecurity,
while they enjoy the fmiles of health and fortune, but
when age or ficknefs fhall have brought them to their
fenfes, confeience will again refume her feat, and'bring
their adtions before them in awful review. Thely will
then regret that ever they départed from the pa
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