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THR-BUROFEAN M A GAZINE,

@15; O the fouthi fide of the abovemen- - tablet originally ‘hung, -but is now pre- -
tiovied Gallilee ‘s’ Bede’s Altar, above ferved in the hbnryu Durham.
which the ‘following lines infcribed on a

Poferiptio tabulz qni nuper appenfa erat juxta Bcdz aram in Capeﬂx Bcata Mm-

2 Dunelmi,

by st BEDA
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S E . Vir non minus fun&itate quam feientid,
P 64 . VENERABILIS =
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OLFRIDO ibidem edicandus, cun&umg; X eo'vite tempus- -
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:'ﬂtm ha thone % ensom:e‘gm;edmndu
blieﬂm edit, atq; inter oblervantiam difeipline aris
t quondn:nzm’ cahnndx in ecclefia turc’a';n regul

“Autdifcere, aut doccre. aut feribere
4 Solebat,
_Dee ,lfgeuo autem vite fuze anno disconatom 5 et tmémo
‘ ntmmq; as. Jogar‘\é\c Beverlaco, Arcbzqnfcop Eborum .
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iy nﬁ pulos habuiffe cele&in_ﬁmo“x: :
claral’aulopol eotleﬁp lu'mna LCUINUM Cirohi
ab i s prasdepiorem & CLAUDIUM atq; CLE ‘
%, :pnmnldncuz docugrunt ot‘Q ‘ ‘ :
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- Literature in general, that is to fay, the’

" mot well be denied,’” and that the

: has: caufed it to burn with increafed and

felt its cheering influence.  With regaid
o that *“ deep and folid learning™ which

“of names which in that
feraure
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much more n'npmparqd) to engage on one, '

. fide as your concipondent can be on the ' f,
. other :

“That there may be fome parts ‘o'f'ﬁ(;na "
turé which are not in fuch vigour as they
bave been, will not be denied, but that

major part of its diltin& branches, i on
the wane,” 1 hope is not, nor likely 'to’ be
the cafe. ¢ That this is a reading afe can-_
ind of *
feading now in wogue is very. different
from tha. of a.centusy back will likewife
readily be granted.. It is alfo uue thag the
literary compofitions .of  the prefent day
are what is
of an ‘older daie; but that they coptain
cither lefs amufement or real infhruion
and information, cannot be (o eafily ad-
mitted. A-century or \wo_ago the rage
for learning, in whatever fhape itappear-
ed, ‘'was univerfal, and it had the charm
of yovelty to recommend it. Such trea-

fures as lay hid beneath the antientclaffic’ h

mines were as yet but dimly difcoverid n
shis country ;. and people ‘in general hav-

_-ing at the fame time niore leilure than' the

important aud daily increafing concerps of

- trade and commerce will at’ prefent aduiit

of, weref ftimujated 1o get peflcilion of
them by weaps of a toillome thougl be-
‘caming, diligence, which was eventually
sepaid with a fatisfalion which is ever the -
refult of literary refearch. Bug the fame

- knowledge (or rathér a wondeful im-

provement of it) has been fince that time
«diffufed in a variety of more moden
forms, and the.Clafics of our own and
other neighbouring eountries have added
(if the expreffion may be allowed) o/
to the flame of antient literature, which

brighter fplendor, and.to.illyminate thou-
fands, who 'wife would never have

+

correfpondent fears is ¢ on the de-
m'_‘.it muft b co?l?ﬂid, that the fidd-
Jedts of thofe * ersdite re

ly, have been vearly exhaufted by

* “their ingenuity. < There are yet produt.

" tions of modern (and fome Jiw. ug authois)
-+ vawhich n‘;u:;&arthac is ‘no want of tl;-
U frauts *which a ¢ vi s culsivation™ of 1cience trom that ¢
- “Jearni mﬁ’ruzzu Asy.to hiftoric | J7,is fo appreh

4

compohtiom:itﬁtn turely :no_ceafon to
complain ; every teader will be reminded

have thed a Juftre which, not only
that of their predeceifors, but will

Mecefary nature j—furely that can
._dimn;'t%'u of 1l 'ﬁ‘k#ty%r Y

called smuch Jighter than thoie

as do not even, appear i aGentigy; yet
there are fome ug‘. upon ihe wh:gd\ink

_ confticuted the chiaraéters of mcn of Jett

fential requifites” of hiftory pef

ormer. hitorians, they have added t
% clegancies of ‘laoh?_a " wh
bne,
L

withitanding the *

4maininefs of expre erta
‘ornaments of a very airaétive, not to fa
have fo jultly acquired.. ‘The of ‘z
the ot Galucary m s

‘ meicines iy ot imp
by the elcgancy of farm which they'
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. fometimes adwminiftered in 5 and the wnda
st heugh sepabt i 3y g

.00 lefs fo whep l«:m&#@amz, e
Lt.is not (o ealy, 1 (wpuld apprehend, to
attain-thofe ¢ comfortable and profitabie’*
fations in the Temple of Fame (of which

the author of Reflections fé‘gm&‘ to think

o lightly) 3 but when to the voice of his
.country is added the fuﬂ'rﬁgf other na-

tioas in an author's favour, '), merit$, one
wod fuppole, muft be ething”|
than fuperficial, Neitlier is ST wo
opey oftener the cale »ow thar it bas
been arall tmes, that fome authors, with
very moderate pretenfions to fame, enjoy

Jrecb fituations,. while otheq’ll,.wb'bfe,'ﬁotks

poffefs + a hun times moré_fterling
merit,” ace fuffered to ¢ lie neglefted in

Sl R

o C"‘ z‘ﬁih:frl b e srifti-
cifin.’* " Criticilm has een frequen or
fome time, e:::pliied Fap?e’:yw;umﬁms
poles, and its_purluits, 4

» every oie muit
acknowludze, have becn, not'to cundemn
meiit 79, bt 10 f it - from oblivion.
In the potreal k; perhaps, it may be

“ impoflible 10 mention auy in competi-

tion with Milten and. Dryden ;" but’ it
fhould ; be, remembered, _a\‘{u;b:}’ueu
are not ** every.day Poejs 3" iheyave fuck

the produétions of modern times fuperior
i fame, and little ivferiqr in any, of the
«quifites of poetry. to. thafe that

names. which, if they
competition with shejr,
yet lufiicient to. pref

is fo appry

,ﬁchl litu'n
ant'of li- . dérg fas
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esufe perha ty be, that the ftudents of
,". my ply immerfed in the
profundity of mathednatics, or the fubtle-
ties of metaphyfics, . to attend much to the
cultivation of chuffical ftudies. It is prevy
evident, that not ‘hardly one in ten is en-
dowed with faculties adapted 10 1he aboye
mnorisit tnn i ,jii'a_fterhavl;
g a8 it were, in fuc
purfuits, ""Zﬁ"u often lofe a’relith for
I'dognot here mean to decry the ftody
of mathematics ; every one acknowledges
theit great imj ce and utility ; and
where there is a mataral propenfity to fuch
fludies, letit ¢ be'purfued with the perfe-
verance of a Newton *,” But (notwith-
Qanding what an admirable author 4 has
advanced on this fubjedt) it is pretty evi-
dent, not hardly one in ten is endowed
with faculties adapted to fuch intelleStual
purfuits; and when this is the cafe, it
mu@t become nothifg lefs than an abuf of
ftudy; nor is it unnatural if it fhould
often, under fuch circumftances, produce
a fimilar effe&® on the mental capacity, as
the abu/c of xon-naturals frequently does
bll mm‘ f ok ] .
. It is faid of the celebrated Dr. Bufby,
that he was remarkably fagacious at dif-
uvering the geaiss and dipofion of bin
upils, **taking careto forwar ac.
?:'lingy." ‘nd if (fince nobody will

furely go gite fo far as to fay, that mere

wté Midnight Oil
“ And Mathematics make a found
Divine §"') -
if, I fay, more was paid to the xg-
tural abilities and genins of different ftu.
dents, would it ‘not be not oniy more

eeable and ble to themfeives, but
altd, in.many refpells, more advantageous
” { '\ » ..:;_._} ;,:v % "».g. g
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mired authors of England, France, Italy,
&c. who by their originality in every
fenfe of the word, have defervedly obtained
the title of # The diamond of equal
fize and Juftre is furely of the fame value,
whether dug out of the axtiens or modern,
the Grecian or the French mine.

‘“La dofte antiquite fut toujours vene-

) ‘
¢ Je ne la trouve pas, cependant, ado-
n‘h.ll Y}
That is to fay, though the antient
writers are our greateft reverence
and efteem, we ought not, however, let
our veneration be carried 10 fuch a height
as to become indifferent to thofe of moie
modern times, like the lover, who in ador-
ing his owx miftrefs, becomes blind to the
charns of every otber beanty. After all,
the field of feiemce, which men have ever
been in purfuit of, may be regarded as the
beautiful land of promife,which we fee ata
diftance, and are all withing to gain ; and
if by the improvements of ¢ modern cle.
gancy'’ we are enabled’ to arrive there by
a nearer and clearer way than that of our
honeft pladding ancehn, I donot fee
why the term < Jightnefs,” applied as the
charalleriftic of the age, fhould be thought
to convey the idea of *¢ a regard for what
is fal and gaudy, to the neglet of
what is * folid and durable.” But whe-
ther the period is or is not diftin-
guithed b, ¢ a degeneracy of L arning,”
it is-very poffible it may be by a degene-
racy of mamners,” ¢ What will nottime
fubdue?” T beg pardon, I ought to have
faid, Dammofa quid non imminuit dies ?
or, as fome will have it, " [he frailty of hu-
man nature increafes with every genera-
tion. This fad truth has long been ac-
k » and the opinion of one of the
f antient axtbors on-the fame fubjedt is
vell known, which, to ¢¢ the intelli-
gent réader,” and “to ¢ pelieve
myfelf,” T bog leave to introduce ¢
“ ZBtas parentum pejor avis tulit,
Progeniem vitiofiorem.” How.




