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der his example I bhe wept over the
wicksd cauntry which he loved'; bm
he did not inftiture CooRituriondl or Re-
volution focieties, or Whig tlybs, or
interere in the ledft in the civil gdvern-
went of ithe'world,  He did” skt Hittate
t9 k'ngs,—becaufe his kingdem %as nor
of this world. The fdcia) conted, the
foandatians of civii policy, are rotto be
found in the New Tettament, ' St, Paul's
devotion of himfelf, Tor his kindred ac-
canding to the Aefh, wavnotto eifett any
<hagge in their government,
thelr theotracy, amd telcoe them from
the Roman'yoke : he would pave given
ks Lite fhr their converfion ta tha right
tapth, ard theit recepeion of the promifed
Mecffinh, juft io the fame energy of phrafe
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nient  -and i wefappofE, Wete he now
on earth; Ne¢ would declriin agdin®t ex.
cife, and the reftigise of w prefs from
whal litghtioatnels, unchédked a% it is,
no_priviié character in fafe p He would
‘not provoke pillory or Juiprifomment, and
make Bifulelf the martyr of a party, and
he inpendiry of his couniry ; #8F has he
nﬂ-mﬂw._&mm_._ﬂ»_?# hint that _._«.m# an ine
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‘e W rid ‘mult be wickeder, and the
patliors o ‘mankind mioreTet loofe.  For
‘the‘endle nét yer, "\ May tire Pather of
the Univgpfe fpare flied to ¥ the relto-y
fafiop 28F his - infatnered, -bewddered
creatliydety'a fenfe of theit dependance
on Bihy, aed the fopremacy of 'his’ reve-
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‘Cenfe o itivoke the thades - of Milton,
Locke Sidhey, Hosddy, Monelguien,
Fejielon, Turgor, and a lontt et c2rera,
teft they fhould feverdly mrife’ and fay, §
“ Why Haft thou difpliered me toibring §
wme ub ¥ Believe @ laymun for once,
thue' the religion yon profefs 10 1each
wat' giade for the hearts-of individuals ;
hnt " the richts of men and citizens,
Magra Charta, and, the Bill of Rights,
with' st the remonttrances and petitions
wnd Gddrelles enpiafied on them, are
not once to be found it the Gofpel of
Chritt, or the law of Mofes. which he
cams not'to deftroy but ro folfl,

On the various Ider ‘of puekical Excel-
0 lence and unfeitered Genius.

to reftore

By W Hamilton Reid.

UCH has been the force of lang cul
tom, thatan univerfal tafte for poe-
iry, is yet fo far from being formed in

Pee frcad Exceiltpce avd vnltpived ey
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el i thatinfiead of feji fevarad:
diviflon wve bepn Tun into; -hence the
diftingibods: of+new and old fchodts,” and
rhat rancorous partiality, that bas taught:

ihanY, Jike: Geldfinith, to a&_...:.n lyrie
poetty. and ‘hlank  verfe, odes, fonnen,
Kc. and to relith nothing but rhime, and

the common verle of hve feet, or rten
{pllables. There feews (o be fomething’
jp.hyawn natere that inc zﬁm:? the for-
manon of parties, an® 4 St T
pirfon of emipence, on gither fide, ox-
prefs 1hemfelves paflionatalyy iR
1werainre, will as olten occur .as they do
iareligion.  Popeis oo much of the di-
dagtic poct, or, as Mr. Warton hes faid,
the poes of 1eafon, to be looked upon as
ke ftandard of univer(al excellence | and
irds beyond 2 doubt, that the eafe of com-
prebending him and his level powera,
have increalfed the number of his ade
mirers above any other gqualification he
wat pollefled off—and Goldhnith was
certainly envicus, or angry, when be
wrote the preface to his Deleried Village,
Indeed, with Popr, Johafon, &c. - on-
this fide of the gueltion, the appesrance,
st a diftance muit be rather formidable ;
but it will appear a plain cefe to the
mare penetrating, that if either of 1hefe
tud been capable of performing in
biank veife, the iyric ode, fonner, or the:
Spenferisn flanza, fone of the heroes of
the Dancind had been fpared, Goldimith:
been filent, the life of Spenfer have been
given with the lives of the poets, and the
jmal) fry that heve lately raifed an om-
cry aguinft the fornets of Mrs Smith,
W. Hamilion Reid, &c. in fome of the
daily . piints, might hive -lived  their
twelve houors withonr being heard of
Let it reanain as an infallible crilerion of
merit, that thofe who bave excelled in
the dificull, could have excelled in
the'eady ; and if tome pf them have gived
no lpecimer, it has been for want of in
clinatior, not zbility.— T'o make & more
inmediate application, githen . Mhign,
Shakefpeare, or Dryden, feparately sons
fidered, have infinitely more to recoms
mend them as flandards of ueiverfal ex-
cellence, than Pope, johnfon, Goldimith,,
and sit their &c.- &c. put together, T
. It was on acconnt of verfarility of tas
lem, that ane ot the bei} judges the world:
of ietters ever produced, {Voltaire, B
mesn) gave Dryden the kead of the Brie
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tlifv-poctd - t It wes ot becsufe he wase:
dramnatift, which'Pope avempted in vain 3
nov thut he improved the Englith lan-
guage, and had written excellent fatire p
nor that he had tranflated .the fecond
poet -of antiquity | nor that he was the
critic of histime 3 nor that he had weit-
jen goe lines finoth and pathetic as the
Deferted Village :=No | but becante,
2.%% lively gpofidersd, he had done as
wi _wm.,nu&:n this; ‘Prytenhis. HEEWHR.
¢ " by Shokofpeare, in the dramatic
lime ; amd Milton, in his particular walk,
Penforofy, &c. has excelled them both g
fo that to fay, as fuperficialifts do, that
fuch a one, or fuch 8 oneis the greated,
8¢, is faying pothing to the purpale s
for, thouyh there are various gradations
of méri, itis certain that a vetfatiliny of
powers, that iy, & copacity to exceed me-
diocrity in every depaitment of poetry,
the light and she grave, the fublime and
the burieique, in all threil various modes

i e S

-and merlures—I fay, it is certain, thata

capecity. approaching the neatelt 10 this,
is the only wnercing evidence of & fupe-
ror gefios, . : ‘

1t fomie confolation, however, that,
an uxirives fondmeds of Pope, and 2 con-
m»?aww Mﬁ?wﬂ petiry, at _v_.nmnz.‘. refls,
prin y -taony old men who fucked
mhesmBloof firejudice, and-a few pedane
who dmegine that the produélion of en
*pic poem, of an epigram, is the me plus-
dlwra -of meriv: and geains. An  epic’
poem is cerainly 3 grear work ; but,
we prefume, it s siore the effed of art
than of .truth =ni matute : if not, why
nat wbre wniverialp < Why has aot re.’
hrentent produced them jo every natiow,”
in evary age } - The raprbavde-of Arg
hia. pover fer theirharpsrbrnont afany

lach lengthcl » Thedtoipol -of Olan i
‘ablected 1y’ Mucpierfon—ibe principal-
hisns .of- she.orientals koew them not |

—+apd yet nong of thefe, ingbeir poetyy, -
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And,uttly, the hifpivéd -drpings; from -
which thele grentoadvebalts dirive &
fantlion- for; orve: Bt ineiphs of Svkry
(pedies: uf - kadllencay dfford-ip-o-fpeci-
s lof alaeott svevy atlier "kind.f poe-
try, butothe: spiet Confideiliony-of
this kindopill ferd te:regal i
lize .oy etimation’ of -thii-
ilnfipate  its -besuties and ‘deIEET andl>
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isevitubly jmprové » genuing 1afie, how-
ever it may be encumbared.

This leses 10 a difoufion of the mode
of writiog that s sttratled the mott of
thy public nuention for fome time pait,
shat is, the fonnet,  Ope thing provesto
ur, that, the more fimple thefe are in
their conftrudtion, the longer. they ...<_=
pleafs.  This is evident in the wdmira-
tion thofe of Mrs. Chaglotte Swith have
obiginad, i vz_.n.u__....nre many others.

‘I he suthor of the Canons of Crits
cifm wrote feversl in imitation of the
Jwhian, or Fetrarchian mode, but they
bad few readdls, '* The frequent re-
curre: ee of the thime,” has been soticed
a¢ diffunant 10 an Englifth ear, and is no
merit in the lraian'poety, a5 it arofe from
@ wont of vasiety in their terminations —
An imuation of thele, among us, un-
doslitedly requires the fkitt of a Seward,
in their execution ; but it is &kill thrown
sway vpon the many ; for, aslong ns the
multitude in enother refped, will prefer
an Englith or Scow tune 10 an ltalian
air or finale, fo lopg will the common
car preler the fimple fonmet, viz. Lt
compnfed of three ffanzas w_. aliegrare
thones amel.a conplet,  No derogation,
norwnhflanding, is intended 10 cither of
thefe : genine it genius, whalever di-
refion it may take, Dot genius indepen-
dent of pequitements, or unlertered, hos
Leen much 1alked of thele few years paft ;
and, according to fome criics, if they
were not ironical, it is now frequent |
Pietenfione to it nuy have ﬁnno:_q fre-
quent.  Chatterton, Robert Borns, Mrs,
Yenrfley, and W. Hamilion Reid, in the
peetical world, have ferit on this foot ;
haz it waes the untimely death of the
former, more than his srerit, that made
his sdvocates fo warm in his favour ;
snd, with Dr Gregory, every folcepts
ible muind is liahie to be rraniporied with
pey and-indigoation.  Burme’s cluim s
admitied —Mre. Yearfley bas many ad.
mirers=—and the public’ have been long
Jelighied with Reid’s infpiration, in
svery chanrdl he has appeared in: and
i fome of them, his abilities have been
mentioned by fome of the firfi charaflers
in the literary of postical world,  Bur;
dblely viewed, usletiered genius is Lut
the creatyre of the moment ; 1he love of
writing natursily begeis n love of reading,
even where it did noteaifl a5 a previous

habit, - Few, g8 fome sble critics have
oblerved of Chatterton, ** write to he
read without reading o write :” buc the
mitchief is, that 1oo many people con-
found lésrping with knowledge, gond
fenfe, or difcrimingtion.  "Fhere i3, as
Mr. Pope tays, a valt difference letween
learning, inelligence, or languages ;
# and it @ man has knowledye, it 1 not
soy preat matter whether he has it from
one,language or another,”

Upon the whole, the ardour of thofe
who have besn 100 warm in the caufe of
unlettered genius is 1o be excufed, asitis
evident thae much of the femblance of
learoing or intelligence may be whipped
e any dull fubje@, inthe courfle- of a
nuinber of years. Simple paelic geniug
is then a capacity for fine writing ; and,
properly, the bett ground for letters, as
far as they are concerned in compofition ;-
fo that it is an vniounded netign, that a’
capacity for writing good prole is not
congenial with & poetical gening ——-
For who that had a genius for poetry but
axcelled in profe ? Wope's wasthe molt
prulical, Switt's the moft corre@, and
Milton's eminently nervous ; and with-
out any klea of comparifon, we could
even point nut fome profe pieces of Mlr.
H wnilton Reid's, which, deriviag their
vxcellence from his reading, fcientific
tafle, and powers peculiarly difcriminas-
ing, would, like the werfatility of his
portical 1alents as wuch excite allonifh-
mene at his obfcure fiteation, as they
would 1end 10 gratify any other affec-
tien. :

Defiription of the Muumtain Hare, or
Lepus Verficilar.

..m.‘ Mr. Adw-Stein.

N works of natgral hitory we find
accounts fuficiently accurate of the
comn:on hare, but no one has, as yer,
fpoken with any certainty refpedting the
awbite bare, or hare that changes its co-
lowr.  This animal, though called fome-
tiunes the wmountaih hare, is found in
Ruflia, Siheria, and other countries
where there are no mountains; end,
according 1o Britton, Pennant, Foriter,
and Pailar. is w diflinél fpecies ; tor Mr,
Berthout- Van-Berchem fays, very pre-
‘perly, that it never miges with others,
and

_ wwwo Defeription of the .geaﬁa...a Hare, or the Lepus Verficolor.

and that its mode of living is quite dif-
fergat from theirs.

This hare, which differs from the
other fpecies in ity exterior configuration,
sod. by its manner of living, has a head
notquite fa long, but fomewhat ronnder
than thet of the common hare; its
cheeks are broader, and its nofe wnd eare

25
days under flones, and the hollow recel
fes of rocks. In winter, it often de-
feends 1o the neighbourhood of hay-
@acks and baras.  If chere are two, aa
often happens, one places itfelt before
the barn, and snother behind it ; and,
what is very aflonithing, if one of them
be furprifed, it goes round to awaken the

fhosier in proportion. By mesny of long, other. and they both betake themfelves 1o
hooked, and very =.%w§w %m]_ mwm amaqu B i R T

bas the power of contra&ting and exigpd-.

ing at pleafure, it can fupport hifelf, and

run on the furface of the fnow. On
this account it may be diftinguifhed from
the common hare, by the traces ofits
feet, Its hind legs, which are as long
again as thofe before, render it uter for
leaping over rocks, and traverfing pre.
cipices. It is more lively, und lefs mid
than the common hare, Iis fur, which
1 fofter, is whitcin winter, and becomes
ey in fummer on the head, neck and
ck. The long bairs arethen of o
blackifh colour, in the greater part of
their length from the root; they then
grow yellow, afterwards pale, and nt
length black akogether at the poinys,—
The down is of a whitith grey colour ;
the belly remains white, as well as 3
part of the ears, the tips of which are
black. ‘The tail allo remaios white,
with 5 lirtle black ot the paints., -
Bring perfefily white in winter, jts
caloyr. begins to change gradually, in
the months of April and May, snd ig.
sutamn it again refumes its fobe of whire.
The ‘mountaineers, therefore, cltablith
on this fubje@ very juft calcu'ations re..
-fpeQipg the courle of the feafons, Jf
Aoy foow happens 1o fail in fummer, i
cooceals itfelt under it ; for its cologg,.
which is then grey, a litte inclining to
browa, would betray it.  In Fpe weg;
ther, as its colour approaches near tq
that of the rocks, it is on this accoin}
fheltered from its gnemies.
The Lepus Verficolor inhphits defers,
and ‘mountainous countries, where there’
are heither teces nor fthrubs.; . When.
prefled by -bunger, it contents itfelf with
dry or green herbs, which it {earches
r, by removing and digging vp the
ow with its claws, If not diftarbed,
. feeds in the night-time, and fleeps,
wing the day ; the greater part of the
. with its eyes open : but when it has
#en difturbed, it hides Difelf for fome
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fopd in tha mouptatnm; -which TTPhe
conlidered as their real place of abode,
confifts in different kinds of trefoil,
which they find on the Alps, and of
which they gnaw the leaves, till the
commencement of winter, then the mus-

selina, the achillea mofcbara, &e. &e.

the bark of the Alpine willow, and the

theub dapbnis : In winter, all forts of
coarfe herbs, except a few, fuch as the b
white bellebgre. 1t is not afcertained
whether they drink water; ag they feed
in the gight-tiwe, the dew feems to be
fufficient for them in fummer, and in
winter the foow, wish which the herbs -
are then coverpd. . When this animal is ?
bred in houfes, it may gradually be ac.
cyltomed 1o milk, but with diffjcuhy to
sﬂnu... which it v.n n do ,_M..m_.__o_.z.

when, it gets sny thing green, fuch as -
cabbages aod fruis, min..m« s.n_w_. T
may be treated it always fighs after’
_and if it can efcape it berakes

o the fummits of the bighe mouna

itle
tging, .

_Hyreers have no ather means of, dife
tinguithing the fex.of @nwn gnhmsls, byt
.w—.m hich they fleep.-m
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