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was forced on both fides, and there-
fore, like tho!s made in greatzr life,
not likely to fubfiit any lony.r thun
the contralung parties could ik con-
veniency break it,—which fion hap-
pened en the part of the young lady;
for her governdds, the next day bei

gone out of the fchool, fhe fairly luck-
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ticular, may be cifed as aflances of
the alertion.  1he fute of this laft

“y of Tallu.

wis fonuch the harder, 2<

pertaps more than any ot the ethers
cvived by nature, with a genins
¢ i t At cig} i
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or nine
Vir-
Iy \vV; '.i“r\'l lAH—
> haa already Legun to
compofe verfes in his owa. Ar fe-
pullificd a poem in
twelve cantos (11 K ddo); he was
kuidly tweaty when he conceived the
Flan

veniven,
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plan of his Ferufalem delivered.  Se-
veral cantos of it {oon afterwards ap-
peared, which awakened at once ad-
miration and envy: thefe attended
the poem when it was publifhed en-
tire;; and over all [taly it was at the
fame time applauded and condemn-
ed.

It is oot the life of Taffo that I
mean to write; and the hiftory of
his misfortunes would here be mif-
placed.  Every one knows the paf-
fion which he conceived for one of
the fitters of the Duke of Ferrara,
and the difgrace which was the con-
fequence of it: the tenrporary lofs of
his reafon is alfo known; and that,
becoming a prey to melanchuly, he
wandered from town to town, il at
laft he was con’ined in the hofpital
of St Anne, where, however, he con-
tinued to produce fomectimes effays,
philofophical dialogues, or anfwers
to criticifms on his poem; fometimes
little pieces of poetry, which do not
betray, any more than his profe, the
alienation of his mind ; being at lait
delivered from this place of con-
ftraint, and reftored to the poffefion
of his judgment, he had to ftruggle
again{t new calamities ; and, to com-
pleat his hard fate, death prevented
his enjoying the triumph which af-
ter many unjutt obttrudtions was pre-
paring for him in the capitol.

All thefe circumftunces, which
make the ftory of his life fo intereft-
ing, [ mean not to confider § neither
do I intend to mentica his Awinta,
the mafter-piece of paftoral poetry.
It is by his Ferufalem delivered thut
he is fcated comfpicuoufly on the
brow of Parnaffus, and to this poem
alone I confine my obfervations.

When it firlt appeared, that of A-
riolto enjoyed the higheft and moit
unanimous reputation. All other
poets took it jfor their model, but
their efforts to imitate it were vain,
The young Torquato was {enfible,
that if he could equal that poet, it
would pot be by perufing the fame

path: he knew that the Orland, Fiu
riofs poflefled all the petfection that
the epic romance is capable of, but
that the regular epopee, the epojpee
of Homer and of Virgil, remained
{till unattempted by the Tufcan mu-
fes, and he hoped to come off with
honour, from the arduous enterprize
of treading the fame difficult ground
with them. He fincercly admired
Ariofto, and neither hoped nor de-
fired to puth him from his place;
but he was agitated night and day
with the hope of obtaining a ftation
equalty dittingwthed, by a method
which he nodoubt confidered as fupe-
rior: and this appears from a letter
of his to Horatio Ariofto, nephew
to the poet.

Notwithitanding this admiration,
and notwithftanding the care that
Taflo took to iteer acontrary courfe,
his ememies accufed him of having
the prefumption to cope with Ari-
ofto ; they harrafled him with eriti-
cifms ; the editions of his poem were
multiplied in every part of huly,
and the rumber of thofe that envied
him encreafed with his reputation.
His partifans defended himj mdif-
ferent perfons hefitated in their opi-
nions, as is always the cafe, before
the reputatisn of a work is eftablifh-
ed ; and the men of letters occupied
themf{clves inpublithing differtations
on the title, the plan, and the alle-
gories of the poem.  What fatisfac-
uon muft it not give to a poet, thus
to fee, even at the expence of his
picce, his mative country entirely
engrotled with his works!

At lait the dialogue entitled Pef
/:gr:'m appeared, on the fubjt& of e-
pic poetry. This work, in which
Taflo'was elevated far above Ariollo,
and which gave his poem the pre-
ference in refpect of phan, of man-
ners, and of ftyle, put all Italy into
a ferment. It became the apple of
difcord.  The numerous partizans
of Arioflo exclaimed loudly againt
the pamphlet, but the loudeft we;e

the
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the academicians of Z¢ Crufca. "They
wrote an anlwer to the diulogue.
T'he {pirit of party and the {pirit of
rival inftitutions, as dangerous in li-
terature us in any art or{cience, pre-
fided over the difhute.

¢ The Jernfalem, fay the acade-
a pUC:I‘

micians, tut trom bei

and ingid compila-
s unity that reigns in it
: vulger, ke the dor-
¢ nitory of a4 convent, while it of

¢ the Jois lucid and elegent, like
¢ ‘the of a pulice. Tafo’s
¢ plan a dimingtive houle,

nariow and .
too low fu
or tather hee

iproportioned, much
lengtn, and built,
red on ancient walls,

¢ like the vile rubbith that we {ce
¢ accnmulited on the baths of Dio-
¢ clefian. The author has only re-
¢ lated, in Ladion rhyme, hi

¢ tha J Woitien |

¢ lany v there

¢ poet, Ut "l\.l' in yorde of a
¢ tlory not his owng and that tlory
¢ Is more uncouth in the

‘

metaphyiics would be, if
the air of ajig. The web that
¢ Arioflo has woven is grangd and
maguificenty that of Tuflo is not
fo much a web as a belty and af
he tukes offence at the comparifon,
let him be told that his web is fo
long and fo narrow, that itis liker
a cicre threwd than a best. In Lis
¢ poen
exprefiions are fo contorted, harth,

it deferves the name, the

torced, and difagrecable, that they
are with difliculty underttooed.
riotto conjoins brevity with per-
¢ fpicuity 5 bat the brevity of ‘Laffo
ought rather to be culied contlipa
tion. 1t he had nicant to be con-
¢ cite, he would never hav
fo ma
nent fubjects; couceits fo i

wriiten

v little conceits on impenti-
lon:e

to the reuder, that he would al-
molt fuener be put to the torture
than read them again. Thus itiff]
regged, and unequal poem, is not
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¢ only deititute of perfpicuity, but

involved in the profoundeft obfcu-
¢ rity 3 in noplese s it written with
chergy; in no place is it capable
¢ of awukening, far lefs of roufing,
¢ or of tiimulating the paffions ; in
¢ every place it is tediousand with-
out tatle 5 1t is every where ftuffed
¢ with words that are cither pedun-
tic, foreign, or provincial, and
which for the mott part .

‘

n
viords, but barlariiing, &’
It is diflicult, ot thes day, to be-
¢y that fuch things were fhoken
of Tullo in the name v un academy,
and in the face of all Itzly.
Tufio replied to this production,
with a moderation @rd a2 modelly

that brought the pubiic cver to his

fide.  Muny champiors entered t

Lilts for hum, wnd muny « lwce was
,vwith thefs Flo-

brokhen in his bet

ECRties, ¢ produaced its com-

o 228 the eriticifmy
wll were forzotten, bat th
that had occulioned th remi
Thie hiz Mgned to it
m feveral of itvy, and po
where was it ranhed Lolow the fe-

cond,
The moll learned « moft irtel-
ligent, dechined pronouncing between

the merits of
Indedd
ard their ity
that there is h
Loth that can
tlen. Buat it
that in tietr diffiren 3
Loth the noit. Dlils was oblerved,
and atbemed by Horace Arioito, ia
the heat of the difwete s it has alfo
becn maintained by Metaltalio in
Liter times 5 who however, fiy 5, that
if be were oblired todecide between

.Ai'fk ito.
. their genius,

le, arc fo very dillerent,

two [uch great men, s nataral pre-
Afion u favour of order, regul
on, would muke him

i v, and pie
inciine to the fide of Tullo.
‘L'he fare of the Jorafulenr svas in
fome meafure happier in France than
in Iraly, Although at firtt known
there




- e

358 Efay on the Genius of Taflo,

there only by wretched tranflations,
itexcited great admiration. It was
ranked along with the Iliad and
the Eneid, and towards the middle
of the laft century, it was even pre-
ferred to both.

Boileau, who at that time watch-

ed over the interelts of good tafte,
with the vigilance of a magiftrate
and the ability of a legiflator, bold-
ly attacked what he thought a lite-
vary herefy; and Jaunched the thun-
der of his {atire againit it;in a fingle
verfe.

Tous les jours a 1a cour, un fot de qualité
Peut juger de travers avec impunité ;

A Malherbe, a Racan, preferer Theophile,
Lt le clinguant du Tafle a tout /’r de Virgile.

This expreffion was feized on by the
enemies of Boileau, to turn him in-
to ridicule; and many of them accu-
fed him of not underftanding Taffo ;
availing themfcives of this adage of
Quintilian: ¢ We ought not to cen-
ture great men but with modelty and
referve, left we be found to condemn
what we do not underttand.’

This precept is certainly ditated
by found wifdom ; but unfortunatcly
Boileau is now become one of thofe
great men, whom we dare hardly
cenfure, without expofing ourf:lves
to the rifk from which Quintilian
would guard us. But let us endea-
vour to inveftigate the {enfe of the
expreflion, before we examint its juft-
nefs 5 and for fear of being guided
by prejudice, let us bring Boileau
himfelf to be his own interpreter.

Paffing over the more moderate
opinion that he had formed of Taflo
when he wrote his art of poetry, the
following anecdote is handed down
by the Abb¢ d’Olivet, in the hiftory
of the academy, at the article /
Clere.

¢ Since the occalion invites me, [
¢ fhall herc relate what Boileau {aid,
¢ a little before his death, to a per-
¢ fon who afled him if he had not
¢ changed his mind with regard to
¢ Taflo. So far am I, faid he, from
¥ having changed my mind, that
“ when Ilately read his poem again,
¢ I wus angry that I had not ex-
t plined myfelf more at large on
ubject of ir, in forpe of my re-

¢ fle&tions on Longlnus. I would
¢ have begun by acknowledging,
¢ that Taflo’s genius was fublime,
¢ inventive, and happily {uited to
¢ poetry, and to the higher poetry.
¢ But then, coming to the ufe which
‘ he made of his talents, I would
¢ have fhewn that judgment is not at
¢ all times with him a prominent
¢ feature ; that in the greater part
¢ of his narrations, he is lefs anxious
¢ about what is neceffary than what
¢ is agreeable; that his defcriptions
¢ are almoft always loaded with fu-
¢ perfluous ornaments ; that in paint-
¢ ing the violent paflions, and 1n the
¢ mid{t of the ditrefs excited by
¢ them, he often degenerates into
¢ prettinefles which inftantly annihi-
¢ late the pathos of the fcene ; that
¢ he is full of florid images, affefted
“ turns, and frivolous thoughts,
¢ which, far from being fuited to the
¢ fpirit of his paem, would havg
¢ been more properly placed in the
¢ Aminta. Now, faid he, all this
¢ being oppofed to the folidity, the
¢ gravity, the majefty of Virgil, what
¢ is it elfe but #u// compared with
¢« gold ?

¢ I was prefent at the converfu-
¢ tion, adds the Abbé d’Olivet, and
¢ I am fenfible, that the defire of pre-
¢ ferving the latt leflons of fo great
¢ a mafter, has made me wander from
¢ my own [ubje&, &c.’

This opinion, formed of Taflo, af-
ter a recent reading, when the judg-
ment and tafte of Boileau had at-

tained
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tained their utmoft degrec of per-
feftion, and which tue Abbe d’Oli-
vet calls the leflon of a great malter,
I fhall endeavour to inveltigate.

That [affo’s genius war [ublime, in-
ventive, and happily ifuited to poctry,
and to the bigker poetry, is what I
think cannot be doubted, when one
has read his poem. The fubjeét of
it is grand and elevated, the cha-
ra&ers arc noble and well fupported,
the thoughts and fentiments are warm
and forcible, the fpeeches eloquent,
the defcriptions rich and varied; the
plan is regular, without being mo-
notonous, the incidents are unex-
pected, though naturally brought a-
bout, the epifodes are “interefting,
the fhile is rapid, harmonious, and
poetical. We find the author all a-
long full of his fubject, and are obli-
ged to acknowledge, that the enthu-
fiafm which di&ated the beginning
of his poem, never leaves him till its
conclufion.

The fubje& which he undertook to
celebrate was at that time a popular
one. The memory of the ancient
crufades was by no means extinét ;
and a century had fcarcely pafled
fince Pope Pius IL. had projeted a
new one. Taffo was accordingly
biaffed by the {pirit of his age, and
he endeavoured likewife, in imita-
tion of Virgil and of Ariofto, to in-
volve a particular intereft in the ge-
neral one of his poem. ' As Virgil
had fung the fabulous origin of the
Auguftan race, Ariofto celebrated
that of the houfe of Efte; and Taffo
chofe for his hero one of the branch-
es of the fame houfe, and took eve-
ry opportunity of celebrating that
Alphonfo, who paid as little regard
to his praifes as the Cardinal Hyp-
polito did to thofe of Ariofto.

But while Taffo and Ariofto ap-
propriated to themfelves the adula-
tory fictions of Virgil, they were un-
able to annex to their inzitations the
fame degree of interet. There was
a great difference between the Em-

peror of the world, and the petty fo-
vereign of Ferrara. Arioito gave
him{elf little concern about this dif-
ference ; the houfe of Elte he conti-
nually prefents toour view, and tho’
we are fometimes difguited with the
frequency of its appearance, we can-
not help admiring the art of the poet
in offering up his incenfe in fuch
various ways. But as Taflo was
writing a real epic poem, and not a
romance, he contented himfelf with
giving a place in his work, to a prince
of the houfe of Efte, and of making
him the Achilles of his new Iliad.
He, therefore, fpeaks only once of
the heroos of his race, and then de-
dicates to them but a few ftanzas ac
the end of his feventeenth canto.

As the actions of Achilles do not
make the intrigue of the Iliad, but
his abfence from the army of the
Greeks, fo it 1s the abfence of Rinal-
do from the camp of the Chriftians,
which prolongs the fiege of Jerufa-
lem, and gives occafion to the inci-
dents of the poem. Every thing
previous to that abfence, is only a
preparation for what is to follow ; the
confequences of this exile make his
return defircable ; he does return and
all obftacles give way ; the Chrifti-
ans now find nothing to oppofe them,
Jerufalem is taken, and the poem
ends.

The romantic {pirit which ani-
mates the whole work, furnifhes the
means for removing Rinaldo from
the Chriftian army : the [ame magic
which forms the machinery and the
marvellous of the poem, detains him
far from the camp, and operates his
return. Indeed, the greateft art is
difplayed in the management of this
part of the a&ion. The whole poem
is almoft entirely conduéted with the
fame addrefs j the incidents arife na-
turally out of one another, and con-
cur to form a whole, which deve-
lopes itfelf with the moft lucid or-
der. The poet proceeds rapidly to-
wards his goal, and if he fometimes

Kk2 ftops
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ftops by the way, we are always
pleafed to ftop with him. In a word,
with regard to fable or plan, few
poets are equal to him, and perhaps
none {uperior.

The diverfity of people, of rcli-
gions, and of cuftoms, furnithed him
with an opportunity of drawing a
great variety of portraits, and of cha-
racters. Of the perfons in the Chriit-
1an army, he makes fome tand out
on the foreground of his e
winle the others are throwa buck to
a greater diltance 3 bur the whole
perform their parts without embuar-
yalment or confulion. ‘The princi-
il perfonages in the Pagan army,
ure reprelented widh hervie clivrace

vas,

ters of duierent kinds, and arc thewn
to {o much advantase, that we fome-
times think they ccliple the Chriti-
an hevoes.  The rigypai
which appears at the cud of thepocm,
o give additionul cilat to the vl »
of the Chrittians, furmihes new cha.
rackers, new incidenats, and new de-
feriptions of foreign man
cuftoms; and adourds anoih
of the fertile imugiuation of Tatlo,
and of the inventiv,
nius.

The evidence of its, may
in fome meature, be found over the

noarme,

ers and

roproot

¢ powers of his ge-

’

whole poem. It may be found inthe

) muie,

mvocation addraled t
¢ who, not with fading
¢ circleth her brow on the
<

ubled He-
licon, but with: a golden crown,
ftudded with inastinguithal.le ttars,
among the celeilial quires ' We
find it 10 the propofition of Lis fub-
jects in the lvok which the Liternal
throws upon Syrin and the Cliriitian
hott, a look which penetrates the
heart of wll its chicfs; we find it in
the abrupt and terrible annunciation
of the charactcr of Argantes, when
he fhakes his robe before the aflem-
bled Chriftians, 20d fecms to Jet
loofe from it fury, difcord, and war,
The infernal counfel, though imita-
ted, and almoft tranflated from Vida,

<
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the death of young Sueno, ind his
fjecch before ie combat : the fight
of Soliman ; the defcription of the
throne of the Eternal, und of that
parching drought that brought the
Chrittian army to the brink of de.
ftraction; 2n’ infinite
thovgl timents, fumctimes
the noblett and mott
poctical ityle, #s i the iaflance of
that fige who fhewned Rin:ldo the
trde & not in ench

nuriber  of

1
ted pluns,

wmniuit fountains a
nymphs end 1

vers, with

rens g but on the ruze.

sed top of that wountain where vrie

tuc daclisy fometimes merely indie
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cnking proots ot tae
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cleva-
tion and /il wly of Taflo’s genius.
But ket us fee whetier all theie
beautivs ave not obfeared, by the
foults which Buileau afcrives to the
PU{'U]-
Iothe firl place, it mufl be ob-

ferved, thut the Fernfiim doleerid

was begun when Taflo was (bl very
young.  As he finifhed a canto, he
took  pler 2 reading it to his
fiends 5 he Latit to them without
{ufpicion, =nd thev copicd it without
referve,

It wis wecordingly againtt
his will, and befors Jie wus uble to
correlt the different purts of ir, that
s publithed and difpes-
3 A Dittle time afier
its publication Lis misiortunes com.
menced, and y

Lis poem w
fed over Lt

it out of Lis power
to make the corrections he faw better
tian any body elfe it requived. His
opinion of its imperfections, and his
intentions to remove them, appearin
many of his own lctters, and in thofe
of his friends.  Judge thea if at this
day, that poem can be confidered as
faultlefs, the imperfections of which
were
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were {een and acknowledged by the
author, and which at a more ad-
vanced period in life he ufed to cull
the paltime of his youth. Dut let
us examine more particularly, whe-
ther the mailer and the iriend of Ra-
cine has juttly appreciated the me-
Tits of i i

. ,
L. fuvs he. ic met ot all
L@ fromirnest foalire.
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ot
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When he began his Jerufulem, he
undoubtedly meant to che his
manncr, «nd to imitate, voth in
fiyie and otherwife, Homer and Vir-
,Q_:-IA whom he jncefiuntly fudied, and
of whom b never ipuke without a
But we know

degree of enthufinim.
the pover of habit on the mind s
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Narrative of the Proceedings of a Council of Jews;

language of nature. From Plato too,
he had received an excedivetatte for
allegory. He was fo much convin-
ced that the poems of Homer and
Virgil were allegurical, that he wifh-
ed the Jerufalem to be confidered as
an allegory.

Such are the prejudices which
Taflo had carly imbibed, and which

he had not fufficiently overcome
when his Jerufulem was compofed.
They feem alfo to form the weight
of the argument again(t him, for all
the faults with which he is reproach-
ed by Boileau, may be regarded as
the effet and neceffary confequence
of thefe carly prejudices *,

e R N e —— .

3o exaniine the Scriptures concerning Chrift.

the kingdom of Sicily and Sardinia;
in which places, if a Jew be found,
and he deny the Popith réligion, he
is in danger to be condemned, and
exccuted for it; and yet profit and
benefit allureth them to dwell in
thofe countries,notwithftanding their
fears and dangers; and themfelves
are willing to forget and {o negleé
to teach their children their native ®

language, rather than they will lofe

L.l [N masal Tl
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be members, which could by record
prove themfelves to be native Jews t;
and for defe& herein, I obferved a-
bove three hundred refufed ; though,
doubtlefs, they were true-born Jews,
yet they could not by record prove
themfelves fo to be; and for this
they were not admitted to be mem-
bers of the council ; but they did a-
bide without the rail with the ftran-

gers that were there; and the num-
L__ _f . -1 - .




