Critical Race Media Literacy:  Challenging deficit discourse about Chicanas/os (Yosso)
Journal of Popular Film & Television – Spring 2002

Used a version of Critical Race Theory (CRT) to understand and challenge racism disguised as entertainment media.  Challenge the limited and stereotypical media images of Chicanas/os as they perpetuate negative images and social science notions of Chicana/o ‘ineducability’.

A little bit about social theories… 

Help us to make sense of our social world.

Critical Race Theory –  

· Looks at intersection between race and racism

· (Intersection of race with class, gender, etc…)

· Challenges dominant ideology

· Commitment to social justice

· Centrality of experiential knowledge

· Transdisciplinary perspective  

· Challenges us to critically “read” the racism, sexism and classism in entertainment media portrayals 

Freire:  Developed the notion of Critical Pedagogy.  Tried help students develop “their power to perceive critically the way they exist in the world” and “strive for the emergence of consciousness and critical intervention in reality” - The world may not be as it seems or as it is “presented” to us. 

Three stages of critical consciousness- 

· Magical:  Blame inequality on luck or “fate of God”.  Do nothing.

· Naïve:  Blame inequality on themselves, culture, community. Assimilation to the mainstream, distance themselves from their community

· Critical:  Focus on structural, systemic explanations for inequality.  Look to changing the system as a result of experiencing inequality. 

Media Language:  How the media works to communicate particular messages.
· Media images are constructions

· Media are driven by money

· Media-makers bring their own “baggage” with them as they make media

· Media utilizes different combinations of images, sounds, and words to communicate messages

· We bring our own experiences with us when we interact with media

· We can acquire multiple literacies as we become critically media literate

In-Class Activity:

· In small groups, identify “entertainment media” (TV shows or movies) that portray stereotypical representations of particular groups.

· How does the media often provide a limited view of particular groups?

· Give some examples from your discussion.

· Can these representations be harmful?  Why or why not. 

· Can you think of any positive and/or empowering media examples of historically oppressed groups? 

