KIN 161 
Competition in Sport
From Thompson – Chapter 5 “Competition”:

1. What are some common elements of play and games according to Thompson?  Do you agree or disagree with her assessment? Why or why not?

2. To what degree does the social context that a sport takes place in impact the understanding of the meaning of competition?   
3. What is CON I, II, & III? How does this relate to competition?  Do you find this perspective compelling? 
4. What about Sadler’s “four cultural constellations”?  What in the world is this all about and how does it pertain to competition?

5. Thomson articulates two different types of competition; what are they and what are the characteristics of each? Which seems to be more highly values in our contemporary American society?  Which type of competition does your team value and why (gives examples if possible).

From Eitzen – “The Dark Side of Competition”:
1. How does Eitzen answer those that suggest that competition is somehow “natural” and “inevitable”?

2. How might society socialize us to become competitive according to Eitzen? As children?  As adults?  Can you think of some examples from your own experience that confirm or deny his claims? 

3. What are some the negative consequences of competition according to Eitzen?  

4. What are some alternatives to competition?  Are these alternatives viable or are they too idealistic?  Why or why not?

5. Can you think of an experience where you sacrificed your personal success in order to increase or enhance the success of the larger group (can be in a sport or non-sport setting).  How did you feel afterwards?   
