Courts and Society
JS 103
Spring 2007

LEGAL MOVIE ANALYSIS PAPER

Assignment: Watch one of the movies listed below or another approved by the instructor, and
critically analyze the movie. The analysis should include a brief summary of the court related
portions of the movie, and a comparison of the trial, evidence, or procedures with actual
California requirements for due process as you have learned them in the course of your education
or though personal experience. Your paper is not just a sketch of the movie — I’ve seen the movie
— the purpose of the exercise is to compare the movie version of court proceeding with real life
proceedings as you will learn them. You should watch the movie early in the semester and then
again after you have become familiar with the processes. The paper should be at least four pages
long, not including the title page, and it should be double spaced, with one inch margins. Many
of the movies listed below are available at the San Jose Library.

The Wrong Man Compulsion
Suspect Jagged Edge

To Kill a Mockingbird An Act of Murder
The Onion Field Fury

Let Him Have It. Twelve Angry Men
Nuts My Cousin Vinney
Jury Duty
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