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Course Syllabus
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Spring 2005


Course Time/ Room:
Wednesdays, 1500‑1700; HB 407


& online at http://sjsu.webct.com/


Credit:
3 Hours


Instructor:
Ramani Rangavajhula, M.D., Ph.D.
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Department of Health Science



Office: 514 Mac Quarrie Hall



Mailbox: 407 Mac Quarrie Hall



Phone: 408‑924‑2984
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Office Hours:
Wednesdays: 13:00-15:00 



Thursdays: 15:00-17:00


Course Description:

Exploration of health economics, financing, insurance theory and contemporary trends in health care organization, management and administration.

Course Theme:

This course introduces students to the American Health Care System and provides an opportunity to analyze the diverse components comprising the system. The historical evolution and development of health services in the US will be presented in order to set the stage for exploring the current organization of health services. Interplay between cost, quality and access in health care will be explored. In addition, the characteristics of health services utilization relative to the principal categories of disease and illness that lead to use of health care services will be addressed. This course will also help students analyze the major components of the system in order to describe how provider settings, health service providers, financial resources, technology, and the government interact for the purpose of meeting and serving the health care needs of the American people.

Course Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, the students will be able to:

1. Outline the major milestones in the evolution of the American Health Care System.

2. Describe the three levels of prevention with examples at both individual and community level.

3. Understand the interplay between cost, quality and access in the health care system.

4. Identify and describe the major settings for the delivery of health services.

5. Identify and describe the major providers of health services. 

6. Identify and describe the major funding mechanisms for health services.

7. Explain how major components of the system are interrelated and impact the delivery of health services, and how individuals of diverse backgrounds experience these characteristics differentially. 

8. Understand the importance of maintaining ethical standards in the health system.

9. Write grammatically and stylistically correct papers that reflect a review of current literature. 

10. Develop and deliver a professional oral presentation.

11. Work effectively as a team member. 

Required Text:

Sultz, A. H. & Young, K. M. (2004). Health Care USA: Understanding its Organization and Delivery. (Fourth Edition). Jones and Bartlett Publishers, Boston.

(Third Edition Okay!)

Online Component:

Students are expected to set up a WebCT account, and will spend approximately 30-45 minutes a week with online activities. All class presentations will be posted online. Quizzes and quiz keys will also be online.

Evaluation:

This course is designed to provide students with a foundation for understanding the American Health Care System. Evaluation will be based on the following criteria:

1. This class requires you to be an active participant in your and your peers learning process. You should come to class prepared to discuss the readings, and openly exchange. 

2. Two in‑class closed book examinations will assess the student's conceptual understanding of materials read, presented and discussed during class. 

3. Periodic quizzes will assess the students understanding of materials, and will also provide valuable feedback to the instructor.

4. Students will work in groups of four or five on a topic (initial topics: hospitals; ambulatory care; health care personnel; financing health care; managed care; & long-term care) and make a formal group presentation on the topic to the whole class. This presentation should be professional, and make use of audio-visual aids. Detailed guidelines included.

5. Students will also write an individual brief research paper (5 pages) on the same topic (same topic as in #4). Detailed guidelines included. 

Grading:

At the end of the course, a letter grade will be assigned based on the following grading criteria:

Grading Scale:
90-100
A

80-89

B

70-79

C

60-69

D

<60

F

First Exam
25%





Second Exam
25%

Research Paper
10%

Group Presentation
10%

Quizzes
20%

Class Participation
10%

Late papers and make-up exams will be permitted only under extreme and extenuating circumstances. You must provide written verification of such circumstances. 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY

Academic Integrity Policy

 

The University emphasizes responsible citizenship and an understanding of ethical choices inherent in human development.  Academic honesty and fairness foster ethical standards for all those who depend upon the integrity of the university, its courses, and its degrees. The public is defrauded if faculty and/or students knowingly or unwittingly allow dishonest acts to be rewarded academically and the university’s degrees are compromised.  Ignorance of academic integrity rules and polices is not a defense to the charge of violating the Academic Integrity Policy.  You may read the specific policy at http://www2.sjsu.edu/senate/S04-12.htm.
Schedule of Classes, Readings and Examinations

Date
Topic


Readings

1/26

Overview of Health Care: A Population Perspective

Chapter l

2/2
Benchmark Developments in



U.S. Health Care



Chapter 2

2/9
Introduction to Cost, Quality and Access



handout



Selection of groups: Online Activity

2/16
Hospitals: Origin, Organization, and Operation

Chapter 3

2/23
Ambulatory Care


Chapter 4

3/2
Medical Education


Chapter 5

3/9
Health Care Personnel


Chapter 6


3/16
Financing Health Care


Chapter 7

3/23
First Exam
3/30
Spring Break - No Class

4/6
Managed Care


Chapter 8



Group presentation: Hospitals

4/13
Long‑Term Care


Chapter 9



Group presentation: Ambulatory Care

4/20
Mental Health Services


Chapter 10



Group presentation: Health Care Personnel

4/27
Public Health and Role of Government


Chapter 11




Group presentation: Financing Health Care
5/4
Research: How Health Care Advances



Group presentation: Managed Care

5/11
The Future of Health Care



Group presentation: Long-Term Care



Final Exam online
Guidelines for the Research Paper

(Item #5 on the evaluation criteria)

Research paper should be organized into the following sections:

1. Introduction 


Introduce the issue to be discussed and the purpose of this paper. Also discuss why the topic is important to health care today (1 pages).

2. Current opinions (from literature) on the topic


Should include a discussion of the findings from at least two articles from recent (within last five years) scientific publications (you may select articles and check with the instructor, 2 pages).

3. Your interpretation/ understanding of the issue


In your understanding what are the most important issues about this topic. What are your recommendations/reflection for dealing with this issue/situation? What are your ideas on future implications of this issue (2 pages).

4. Bibliography and appendices.

The topic should be approved by the instructor. 

Paper should follow APA format. 

The paper should be no more than 6 pages in length (recommended 5 pages). 

A 12 point font size should be used. 

Please use white paper.

Research paper will be graded as follows:

1. Introduction 





20%

2. Current opinions (from literature) on the topic

30%

3. Your interpretation/understanding  of the problem
30%

4.  Grammar, spelling and other format considerations
20%

Guidelines for Presentation

Preparation and organization:

The presentation should be well organized and clear. All sections to be presented should be included in the introduction. Each presentation should include 

1. Introduction 

2. Summary of current opinions (from literature) on the topic

3. Your interpretation/thoughts of/on this issue 

4. Conclusions and recommendations for the future

The presentations will be graded on the following criteria:

1. Preparation and organization




20% 

2. Clarity and ease of presentation




20%

3. Knowledge and understanding of the material


20%

4. Interesting and stimulating to the audience
20%

5. Team work

20%
PAGE  
1

