Listen • Speak • Engage


San José State University, Dept. of Communication Studies
COMM 250R, Seminar in Communication Theory: 
Critical and Interpretive 
Class Number 27218, Section 1, Spring 2011




	Instructor:
	Andrew F. Wood, Ph.D, Professor of Communication Studies

	Office location:
	HGH 210

	Telephone:
	408-924-5378

	Email:
	Andrew.Wood@sjsu.edu 

	Instructor Homepage:
	http://www.omnitopia.com 

	Office hours:
	Monday, Wednesday: 2:45 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday: 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. (electronic office hours)

	Class days/time:
	Wednesday: 6:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.

	Classroom:
	HGH 225

	Pre/Corequisite:
	COMM 200R


“If any one of you has composed these things with a knowledge of the truth, if you can defend your writing when you are challenged, and if you can yourself make the argument that your writing is of little worth, then you must be called . . . a philosopher.”
-- Plato, Phaedrus (Hackforth trans.)

“No one was really accepted in [the University of] Chicago until he'd rubbed someone out. It was time Aristotle got his.”
-- Robert Pirsig, Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance 
Catalog Description

Major theorists and theories of communication in the rhetorical, historical, critical, empirical, and philosophical traditions
Succeeding in a Four-Unit Course 

At SJSU, students are expected to spend two hours outside of class for every hour of class time. Because this is a four-unit course, you should plan to add roughly eight hours per week for outside preparation. Managing your time and paying attention to detail will help you keep up with readings and assignments – and enable you to be successful.

In this class, one of the four units is an engagement unit, which consists of an Outside Discussion Group. You are expected to spend 45 hours this semester (both to prepare for and to complete the work) to successfully complete this unit. This unit is worth 25% of your final grade.
Desire2Learn (D2L) class website

Copies of the course syllabus and major assignment sheets may be found on the class Desire2Learn website at https://sjsu.desire2learn.com/. You are responsible for regularly checking messages sent via Desire2Learn. The announcement page will be used for updates and other important alerts about the class. You may use Desire2Learn email to contact me or use the email address and phone number listed above.

Course Goals
Our class is built around an exploration of criticism from the perspective of various debates related to critical and interpretive research, eg., Bitzer and Vatz, Wander and Rosenfield (and many others), Kuypers and Cloud, Cherwitz & Hikins and Schiappa et al. Debates about comparative ideological and critical “turns” will focus much of our energies, though we will also tackle topics ranging from the Sokal Hoax and the “Sextext” brouhaha. 

In a larger sense, the course considers rhetoric and the field of communication themselves as subject to debate (considering the utility of our “methods” and “theories” vis other “disciplines”). While an introductory reading of Plato's Phaedrus opens this class, we will also view recent inquires into the state of our field, as illustrated by the Communication Monographs forum, “Has Communication Research Made a Difference?” Ultimately our class assesses the value of scholarship in an era when the state and fate of the so-called “public intellectual” (at least in the United States) is increasingly called to question.

Our immediate goal is to understand the fraught discursive terrains that mark and divide our journals, to learn the value of searching footnotes and endnotes for signs of how seemingly benign pieces of scholarship reflect those debates (even if they are not acknowledged – or recognized – by authors or their readers). We seek to unpack the key debates that define us, potentially to place ourselves on the firing line but preferably to rethink the foundations upon which those debates are waged. 

This course will help you become more nuanced in your answers to questions of theory and method, even as you become more sensitized to the politics of publishing. Aiding your preparations for future conversations (“defense” and otherwise), this course will help you understand the political realities of our community and how the field of communication studies fits into the larger universe of ideas.
M.A. Program Learning Objectives

1.
Conceptual Foundations: Students will be able to identify, explain, and critique the major paradigms, theories, and conceptual frameworks for understanding communication, and demonstrate an appreciation of the significance of ethics and social responsibility as they engage in communication.
Conceptual Foundations learning objectives:

· Paradigms and Theories of Communication: Students will be able to identify, explain and critique the major paradigms and theories that have shaped the field of communication, including their historical development and current trends.

· Ethics: Students will be able to articulate the ethical and social responsibilities in communicating with others in different social contexts (i.e., interpersonal, organizational, intercultural, mediated, and public).


2.
Inquiry and Research. Students will be able to analyze and evaluate published research, and design and conduct communication research studies using quantitative social science, interpretive, critical, rhetorical, and/or performative methods. 
Inquiry and Research learning objectives:

· Research Methods: Students will be able to interpret and critique research methods used in published communication research studies.

· Research Design: Students will be able to design and conduct scholarly research using one or more method of inquiry.


3.
Professional Practice. Students will be able to demonstrate advanced competency in scholarly writing, oral communication, and the application of conceptual foundations and research methods in professional contexts by designing and conducting applied communication activities. 


Professional Practice learning objectives: 

· Advanced Communication Competence: Students will be able to articulate in-depth understanding of conceptual foundations and research methods through advanced scholarly writing and oral communication. 

· Theory and Research Applications: Students will be able to design, facilitate, and evaluate applied communication activities (i.e., presentations, workshops, forums, trainings, group discussions, etc.) in professional contexts utilizing conceptual foundations and research methods.    
Student Learning Objectives 
Successful course completion means that you can:

SLO1: Identify and explain the causes, participants, key issues, and implications of at least five significant scholarly debates within the field of communication studies.

SLO2: Identify and explain the causes, participants, key issues, and implications of at least one significant scholarly debate within your area of specialization.

SLO3: Articulate an informed opinion about the role and value of scholarly research, the field of communication, and the “public intellectual” in contemporary life.

SLO4: Deploy both confidence and conviviality when engaged in face-to-face communication about contentious scholarly issues.

Required Readings (in order of appearance – all available via D2L) 

Plato. (ca. 370 BCE). Phaedrus (B. Jowett, Trans.). Retrieved from http://sparks.eserver.org/books/plato-phaedrus.pdf (pp. 71-97, start with “Shall we…”)

Jasinski, J. L. (2001). Sourcebook on rhetoric: Key concepts in contemporary rhetorical studies. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

McKerrow, R. E. (2010). Research in rhetoric: A glance at our recent past, present, and potential future. The Review of Communication, 10, 197-210.

Blair, C., Brown, J. R., & Baxter, L. A. (1994). Disciplining the feminine. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 80, 383-409.

Bone, J. E., Griffin, C. L., & Scholz, T. M. L. (2008). Beyond traditional conceptions of rhetoric: Invitational rhetoric and a move toward civility. Western Journal of Communication, 72, 434-462.

Bitzer, L. (1968). The rhetorical situation. Philosophy and Rhetoric, 1, 1-14. 

Vatz, R. E. (1973). The myth of the rhetorical situation. Philosophy and Rhetoric, 6, 154-161.

Wander, P. (1983). The ideological turn in modern criticism. Central States Speech Journal, 34, 1-18.
Mcgill, A. (1983). Heidegger, Wander, and ideology. Central States Speech Journal, 34, 114‐119.
Rosenfield, L. W. (1983). Ideological miasma. Central States Speech Journal, 34, 119‐121.
Hill, F. (1983). A turn against ideology: Reply to Professor Wander. Central States Speech Journal, 34, 121-126. 
Campbell, K. K. (1983). Response to Forbes Hill. Central States Speech Journal, 34, 126-127.
McGee, M. C. (1984). Another Philippic: Notes on the ideological turn in criticism. Central States Speech Journal, 35, 43-50. 
Klumpp, J. F. & Hollihan, T. A. (1989). Rhetorical criticism as moral action. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 75, 84-97.

Crowley, S. (1992). Reflections on an argument that won’t go away: Or, a turn of the ideological screw. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 78, 450-465.
Sullivan, D. L. (1993). The epideictic character of rhetorical criticism. Rhetoric Review, 11, 339-349.

Frey, L. R. (2006). Across the great divides: From nonpartisan criticism to partisan criticism to applied communication activism for promoting social change and social justice. In O. Swartz (Ed.), Social Justice and communication scholarship (pp. 35-51). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 

Kuypers, J. A. (2000). Must we all be political activists? American Communication Journal, 4. Retrieved from: http://acjournal.org/holdings/vol4/iss1/special/kuypers.htm 

Cloud, D. L. (2001). The affirmative masquerade. American Communication Journal, 4. Retrieved from: http://www.acjournal.org/holdings/vol4/iss3/special/cloud.htm 

Corey, F. & Nakayama, T. K. (1997). Sextext. Text and Performance Quarterly, 17, 58-68.

Cherwitz, R. A. & Hikins, J. W. (2000). Climbing the academic ladder: A critique of provincialism in contemporary rhetoric. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 86, 375-385.
Schiappa, E., Gross, A. G., McKerrow, R. E., & Scott, R. L. (2002). Rhetorical studies as reductionism or redescription? A response to Cherwitz and Hikins. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 88, 112-120.
Sokal, A. (1996, May/June). A physicist experiments with cultural studies. Lingua Franca. Retrieved from: http://www.physics.nyu.edu/faculty/sokal/lingua_franca_v4/lingua_franca_v4.html 

Robbins, B. & Ross, A. (1996, July/August). Response. Lingua Franca. Retrieved from: http://www.physics.nyu.edu/faculty/sokal/SocialText_reply_LF.pdf 

Sokal, A. (1996, July/August). Reply. Lingua Franca. Retrieved from: http://www.physics.nyu.edu/faculty/sokal/reply.html 

Mystery science theater. (July/August). Lingua Franca. Retrieved from: http://www.physics.nyu.edu/faculty/sokal/mstsokal.html 

Timmerman, C. E. (2009). Forum introduction: Has communication research made a difference? Communication Monographs, 76, 1-3. 

Condit, C. M. (2009). You can’t study and improve communication with a telescope. Communication Monographs, 76, 3-12.

Seeger, M. (2009). Does communication research make a difference: Reconsidering the impact of our work. Communication Monographs, 76, 12-19.

McKerrow, R. E. & St. John, J. (2006). Review essay: The public intellectual and the role(s) of criticism. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 92, 310-319.
Library Liaison

For assistance in the library go to the King Library Reference Desk (2nd floor; 808-2100) and use the Communication Research Guide (http://libguides.sjsu.edu/communication). Our department-specific library liaison is Crystal Goldman (Crystal.Goldman@sjsu.edu). She can be reached at 808-2015.

Classroom Protocol

Student Conduct: It is your responsibility to know what constitutes improper behavior at San José State University. This information can be found in the SJSU university catalog, the schedule of classes, and on this website: http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/Students/. Sanctions for improper behavior can include removal from the class.

Attendance: In this class, we will frequently discuss issues and concepts that cannot be found in the assigned readings. Therefore, your participation is required. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get class notes or other necessary information from a colleague. As a means to that end, I recommend getting contact information for at least three classmates.

Make-ups: Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period noted on the syllabus. Unexcused late assignments may be made up before finals week. However, I deduct 10 percent per 24-hour period after the assignment is due. 

Tardiness: Be seated when class begins. I reserve the right to mandate a personal behavioral contract if you are excessively tardy.

Extra Credit: I do not offer extra credit. Given the many resources I make available in this class, I believe that every student has an opportunity to earn 500 points. Moreover, grading extra assignments for students who request "extra credit" is unfair to other students who work within the 500-point limit.

Mobile devices: Cell phones, computers, and other tools are permitted in my classroom if they are used responsibly. Read my full policy: http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/mobile-device-policy.html 

FAQ: Read the Frequently Asked Questions page at: http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/faq.html
Assignments

Participation (MA1, MA2, MA3, SLO1, SLO2, SLO3, SLO4)
In order for this class to thrive, you must demonstrate a command of the readings and a willingness to share insightful ideas with your colleagues. 
Primary grading criteria: Connect disparate ideas and keep the conversation going. 

Guided Classroom Conversation (MA1, MA2, MA3, SLO1, SLO4)
To extend the utility of our classroom interactions, you will select and guide us through an interesting scholarly article that augments a particular week's inquiry into a field-wide debate (discussion length: 25 to 30 minutes). Dates of your presentation will be negotiated early in the semester. Provide a copy of your article to colleagues at least one week prior to your discussion. 
Access my rubric: http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/250/oral-presentation-form-250-25min.pdf
Specialized Debate Project – Paper (MA1, MA2, MA3, SLO2)
The Specialized Debate Project calls for you to uncover and excavate a significant scholarly debate within your specific area of interest, ideally one that relates directly with the topic of your proposed culminating experience (while not being otherwise addressed in class). In seven to ten pages, develop an essay (with an introduction and conclusion paragraph) whose body points accomplish the following goals: (1) describe and justify your debate topic, (2) provide relevant biographical information of key participants, (3) develop a chronological survey of the debate – citing at least seven but preferably more than ten peer reviewed scholarly articles, and (4) assess the implications and current state of the debate. Additional instructions: 

• Download and attach gradesheet: http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/gradesheet.pdf
• Review annotated gradesheet (on class website) to receive enhanced writing advice.

Specialized Debate Project – Presentation (MA1, MA2, MA3, SLO1, SLO2, SLO4)
Present a 10-15 minute extemporaneous oral presentation that summarizes your Specialized Debate Project. A successful presentation requires well-developed ideas, clear organization, and professional, audience-focused delivery. Be prepared for questions from the audience and from me. 
Access my rubric: http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/250/oral-presentation-form-250-10min.pdf 

Fourth Unit Engagement Project: Outside Discussion Group (MA1, MA3, SLO4)
The Fourth Unit is self-directed project built around the kind of enhanced engagement that cannot be found in a three-unit class. With this unit, your goal is to practice confident and convivial oral communication, even when tackling contentious scholarly issues. 

To that end you will form an Outside Discussion Group (ODG) composed of no less than three members that meet at least ten times this semester. Organize your ODG meetings around a diverse range of events that include draft reviews, public lectures, educational events, academic conferences, relevant films, conversations about readings, and other intellectually stimulating activities. Your activities need not be unified by a common topic, but a substantial outcome must include thoughtful reflection on course concepts, with special focus on ethical issues related to communication research and scholarly discourse. 

Early in the semester your group will submit a Preliminary Schedule (allowing for up to four TBA events but otherwise conveying a sense of shared planning and diverse activity selection). Toward the middle of the semester, each group member will submit a Partial Packet of at least four individually written meeting summaries (at least one page, double-spaced, and typed) for my non-graded assessment. Near the end of the semester, each group member will submit a Semester Packet of ten individually written meeting summaries (including those from the Partial Packet, revised as necessary) for my graded evaluation. 

Key grading criteria include: (1) detailed summary, (2) meaningful reflection, (3) engagement with course concepts, (4) engagement with issues related to ethical and social responsibilities, and (5) professional execution. 

Additional instructions: 

• While the page length does not allow for formal paragraph-length introductions you are still required to attend to other relevant instructions – including the inclusion of a one-sentence forecast and review – found on the gradesheet (which, for this assignment, does not need to be attached): http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/gradesheet.pdf
Final Exam (MA1, MA2, MA3, SLO1, SLO2, SLO3, and SLO4)
Prepare a 5-7 minute extemporaneous oral presentation that reflects on your growth as a researcher and writer while culminating your mastery of course concepts. Potential questions to organize your talk include (but are not limited to) the following: What surprised you about this class? What challenged you about this class? What frustrated you about this class? What opportunities did you discover in this class? What recommendations do you have for future versions of this class? 

A successful presentation requires well-developed ideas, clear organization, and professional, audience-focused delivery. Be prepared for questions from the audience and from me. NOTE: we will discuss the location of the exam several weeks before the semester concludes. Also, please understand that you must complete the Final Exam to receive a grade in this course. 

Access my rubric: http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/250/oral-presentation-form-250-5min.pdf 

University Policies

Academic integrity

While you are expected to be familiar with the University’s Academic Integrity Policy (http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/Students/), let me emphasize: I do not tolerate academic dishonesty. Plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or using another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) and/or cheating on tests will result in a failing grade and University sanctions. Additionally, you are not permitted to use material from other classes in this course without first consulting with me. 
Campus Policy in Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or visit me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Disability Resource Center to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall. In addition, computers are available in the Martin Luther King Library. The COMM Lab, located in Clark Hall 240, also has a few computers available. A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, screens and monitors.

COMM Lab

The COMM Lab is located in Clark Hall 240. Tutors for the lab are recruited from well-qualified communication studies graduate and upper division students. The Lab provides resources for enrichment and assistance for those enrolled in all Communication Studies classes. Lab hours vary by semester. Check the Communication Studies Department website (http://www.sjsu.edu/comm/) for the most-recent Lab schedule. Support for the Lab is provided by enrollments in COMM 80.

Learning Assistance Resource Center 

The Learning Assistance Resource Center is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The Learning Assistance Resource Center is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center.

SJSU Writing Center

The Writing Center in Clark Hall 126 offers tutoring services to San José State students in all courses. Writing Specialists assist in all areas of the writing process, including grammar, organization, paragraph development, coherence, syntax, and documentation styles. For more information, visit the Writing Center website (http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/) or call 924-2308.

Dropping and Adding

You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops and academic renewal. I recommend that you review SJSU Student Information resources at: http://info.sjsu.edu/
San José State University, Dept. of Communication Studies
COMM 250R, Seminar in Communication Theory: 
Critical and Interpretive, Class Number 27218, Section 1, Spring 2011 Class Schedule
	Dates
	Description
	Reading
	Assignments

	Notes

	Jan 26
	Welcome and overview
	
	
	We will discuss course concepts and activities

	Feb 2
	What is the value of rhetoric?
	Plato (Phaedrus, Jowett, Trans., 71-97, start with “Shall we…”)
	
	We will select Guided Classroom Conversation dates 

	Feb 9
	What is the state of rhetorical criticism?
	Jasinski (“Criticism”), McKerrow (“Research”)
	ODG 
Preliminary Schedule
	

	Feb 16
	Who are the gatekeepers?
	Blair, Brown, and Baxter (“Disciplining”), 
Bone, Griffin, and 
Scholz (“Beyond”)
	
	

	Feb 23
	What is the relationship between “rhetoric” and “situation”?
	Bitzer (“The rhetorical”) Vatz (“The myth”)
	
	

	Mar 2
	What use is the ideological turn?
	Wander, (“The ideological”),
Mcgill (“Heidegger”), Rosenfield (“Ideological”), Hill (“A turn”), 
Campbell (“A turn”), 
McGee (“Another”)
	
	Francesconi and Corcoran readings (in McGee pdf) are encouraged but not required

	Mar 9
	Continuing the ideological debate
	Klump and Hollihan (“Rhetorical criticism”), Crowley (“Reflections”), Sullivan (“The epideictic”), Frey (“Across”)
	
	

	Mar 16
	Must we all be activists?
	Kuypers (“Must we”), 
Cloud (“The affirmative”)
	
	

	Mar 23
	What’s the deal with Sextext?
	Corey and Nakayama (“Sextext”) along with selected articles from CRTNET archive (see D2L)
	ODG 
Partial Packet
	Owen reading is encouraged but not required

Class Ends Early

	Mar 30
	Spring Break
	
	
	

	Apr 6 

	No class
	
	
	Dr. Wood out of town Tuesday through Friday, delivering guest lecture

	Apr 13
	Are we too provincial?   
	Cherwitz and Hikins (“Climbing”), 
Schiappa et al. (“Rhetorical”)
	
	

	Apr 20
	Sokal Hoax debate in Lingua Franca
	Sokal (“A physicist experiments”), 
Robbins and Ross (“Response”), 
Sokal (“Reply”), 
Editors (“Mystery”)
	
	Class might conclude early to allow for individual consultation

	Apr 27
	Does communication research make a difference?
	Timmerman (“Forum”), Condit (“You”), 
Seeger (“Does”)
	Specialized Debate Project Paper
	

	May 4
	Individual research presentations
	
	Specialized Debate Project Presentation
	

	May 11
	What is the state (and fate) of the public intellectual?
	McKerrow and St. John (“Review”)
	ODG 
Semester Packet
	Discuss location of final exam 

Class Ends Early

	May 25
	Course conclusion
	
	Final Exam


	Final Exam held Wednesday, 
7:45 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 


Your final grade is based on the following:

	Participation
	             out of 100 points   (20%)

	Guided Classroom Conversation 
	             out of 50   points   (10%)

	Specialized Debate Project - Paper
	             out of 150 points   (30%)

	Specialized Debate Project - Presentation 
	             out of 50   points   (10%)

	Fourth Unit Engagement Project: 
Outside Discussion Group
	             out of 125 points   (25%)

	Final Exam
	             out of 25   points   (5%)

	Total
	             out of 500 points   (100%)

	A+ = 485 points
	A = 465-484 points
	A- = 450-464 points

	B+ = 435-449 points
	B = 415-434 points
	B- = 400-414 points

	C+ = 385-399 points
	C = 365-384 points
	C- = 350-364 points

	D+ = 335-349 points
	D = 315-334 points
	D- = 300-314 points

	F = 299 and fewer points
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