
HUM 2A Persuasive Speech Assignment Description
Overview

Present a 5-7 minute in-class extemporaneous speech in which you assume the role of an historical figure directly related to one of our readings. Speaking as that person, you will advocate for a change in belief, attitude, value, and/or behavior, your audience being disinclined to adopt your perspective. To illustrate, after our lecture on Candide you might argue before an audience of radical reformers that we should abandon grand social plans and, instead, “tend to our own gardens.” Toward that end you will include at least three oral citations from sources contemporary to your chosen historical figure. This speech will demonstrate mastery of public speaking fundamentals, including an introduction that inspires audience interest, a specific thesis statement and forecast of three body points, transitions that provide a logical connection between those points, a specific review of your points, and a thought-provoking conclusion. Be prepared for questions. Speech dates will be determined by topic choice. 
Topic Selection and Speaking Dates

Early in the semester you will be invited to select your speaking day. Thus you should take some time to scan ahead to determine what reading is most likely to command your interest and attention. Your speech will focus on one individual and set of ideas related to that day’s assigned lecture reading. Your goal is to expand our understanding beyond what we might learn in a general lecture, to convey with precision and passion why we should change our perspective on an important idea addressed in our course. In this way you are not only defining a topic, you are also defining an audience. NOTE: Given that some days may prove to be popular with many students, develop at least three alternatives for when we craft our speaking schedule. 
Presentation

Your oral presentation will convey an appropriate balance of ethos, pathos, and logos. In other words, you will present yourself in a professional and credible manner (paying particular attention to the role of personal attire), you will appeal to your audience’s emotions as well as their intellect, and you will organize your ideas in a clear and coherent manner. You will not use a podium, nor will you employ any other memory aid, aside from one 3X5 note card. As needed, I will devote some classroom time to helping you enhance your confidence in presentational elements such as effective eye contact, dynamic vocalics, comfortable hand gestures, and meaningful platform movement. 
Time limits

Because you will frequently be expected to adhere to time limits in professional settings, I require you to stick to the 5-7 minute time limit in your speeches. I allow for a 30 second grace period either way, but every 30 second increment below or above the time limit forces me to deduct points from your speech grade. To avoid this risk, I strongly urge you to practice your speech with a timer in front of a live audience on multiple occasions. 

Being an effective audience member

A basic expectation of your speech grade is that you serve as a good audience member. Thus, unless you are excused, you must be present and supportive of your colleagues. Also, you must not distract speakers with any electronic devices. Failure to meet the standards of effective audience membership will result significant grade reduction.

Assessment

I will employ this rubric (subject to reasonable revision) to assess your speech.

Time: 
	
	10

	-5 points every 30 seconds under or over grace period. 

NOTE: There is no maximum deduction. 
	5 to 7 minutes 



Well-evidenced claims
	1-4
	5-9
	10

	Insufficient: Inadequate and/or unclear oral citation and/or integration of supporting evidence for main points.
	Sufficient: Discernable oral citation and integration of supporting evidence into at least two main points.
	Excellent: Detailed and clear oral citation and integration of supporting evidence for each of your three main points.

	


Clear Organization 
	1-4
	5-9
	10

	Insufficient: Missing, inconsistent, or vague forecast, transitions, and review. 
	Sufficient: Cursory forecast, transitions, and/or review (or missing one item).
	Excellent: Detailed, logical, and specific forecast, transitions, and review.

	


Audience-focused delivery 
	1-4
	5-9
	10

	Insufficient: Missing (or poor) eye contact, unprofessional word choice, low vocal quality, and/or undeveloped “need to know” component.
	Sufficient: Minimal eye contact, acceptable word choice, sufficient vocal quality, and/or adequate attempt to include “need to know” component. 
	Excellent: Engaging eye contact, appropriate word choice, dynamic vocal quality, and meaningful “need to know” component. 

	


Questions 
	1-4
	5-9
	10

	Insufficient: Failure to respond clearly and professionally to questions.
	Sufficient: Surface-level responses to basic questions (though lacking in precision).
	Excellent: Thoughtful and complete answers to challenging questions.
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