NCTRC Certification Standards: Changes, Updates and Effective Dates
The NCTRC Certification Standards serve as the official guidelines for test eligibility status and govern all requirements pertaining to certification and recertifica​tion. It is the policy of the NCTRC Board of Directors to post notice of all standard changes well in advance of effective dates. The NCTRC Board of Directors has approved the following changes to the Certification Standards. 

1. Field Placement Change: Consecutive period of time during internship.
Effective Date: April 2004
The standard pertaining to the required number of weeks in a field placement now reads as follows:
Consecutive period of time: The field placement experience should be continuous and uninterrupted. In the case where serious illness or personal emergency causes absence or the inability to work at least 20 hours per week, no more than 2 consecutive weeks of interrupted field placement work will be accepted. Official documentation regarding extreme emergencies or severe illness, and field placement logs indicating evidence of completion of required 12 week, 480 hour requirement, must be submitted to NCTRC with the application. When a field placement is interrupted due to one of these factors, the student should immediately contact NCTRC for Alternative Field Placement Guidelines.

The experience must take place at one agency site and total hours may not be split between two or more sites or accumulated over multiple sites. Experiences at two different sites will not be accepted even if they are within the same corporation or chain of agencies. An alternative field placement may be considered by NCTRC when a field placement is interrupted due to the closing of an agency, termination or resignation, or personal circumstance, which would prevent the CTRS supervisor from completing the field placement supervision. When a field placement is interrupted due to one of these factors, the student should immediately contact NCTRC for Alternative Field Placement Guidelines.

2. Eligibility Interpretative Guideline Change: Semester to Quarter Conversion Effective Date: April 2004
The standard pertaining to the semester and quarter unit conversions now reads as follows: 

Semester and Quarter Unit Conversions: A unit is one credit or one hour of academic study. All equations from semester to quarter units in NCTRC standards are determined by the ratio of one semester hour to 1.33 quarter units or 1 quarter unit to .75 semester hour.

3. Content Course Requirement: Increase the Required Number of TR Content Coursework to Four Courses: 
Effective Date: December 31, 2007
The standard pertaining to the required number of therapeutic recreation content courses will read as follows:
Academic Path:

“ A minimum of 18 semester or 27 quarter credit hours of therapeutic recreation and general recreation content coursework with no less than a minimum of 12 semester or 18 quarter credit hours in therapeutic recreation content. A minimum of 4 courses in therapeutic recreation is required and each course must be a minimum of 3 credit hours; AND…”
Equivalency Path A & B

“ A minimum of 18 semester or 27 quarter credit hours of upper division or graduate level therapeutic recreation and general recreation content coursework with no less than a minimum of 12 semester or 18 quarter credit hours in upper division or graduate level therapeutic recreation content. A minimum of 4 courses in therapeutic recreation is required and each course must be a minimum of 3 credit hours; AND…”

4. Content Course Requirement: Increase in Required Number of Therapeutic Recreation Content Courses Completed Prior to Field Placement: 
Effective Date: December 31, 2007
The standard requiring the majority of TR coursework to be completed prior to the field placement will read as follows:

The number of required therapeutic recreation content courses that must be completed prior to the field placement is 9 semester or 12 quarter hours in therapeutic recreation content coursework.

The NCTRC Board of Directors has approved the following changes to the Certification Standards for Recertification. 

5. Reexamination for Recertification Change: Effective Date: October 2004
The standard pertaining to the reexamination option for recertification will read as follows:
Certificants who choose to take the NCTRC exam for recertification may only take the last scheduled exam prior to their recertification expiration date. For example, certificants within the November recertification cycle can only take the October exam for recertification. Certificants within the May recertification cycle can only take the May exam for recertification. If a passing score is not obtained then the CTRS certification will be forfeited and the individual may apply for recertification through the NCTRC Reentry program.

The NCTRC Board of Directors has approved the following changes to the Certification Standards for Exam Registration for NCTRC Certification.

6. Exam registration for Certification and Recertification Effective Date: April 2004 the standard pertaining to the exam registration for certification and recertification will read as follows: 
An eligible candidate who does not pass the test may register to take the next scheduled test.

7. NCTRC Certification Exam Schedule: Three Administrations per Year. 
Effective Date: October 1, 2004

The NCTRC Exam will be administered three times a year at Prometric Testing Centers across the United States, Canada & Puerto Rico. The following dates will be the next cycle of NCTRC Certification Exams: 


October 1, 2004 deadline 
January 2005 exam
February 1, 2005 deadline 
May 2005 exam
July 1, 2005 deadline 

October 2005 exam
October 1, 2005 deadline 
January 2006 exam

