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Memorandum

To:
TR Educators

From:
Bob Riley, CTRS


Executive Director
Date:
April 27, 2007
Re: 
NCTRC Standards Update 
Several changes and developments have occurred at NCTRC during the past few months.  Please review the information listed below and share it with your TR advisees and other interested individuals involved in the TR education process.

Content Course Change – Increase in Therapeutic Recreation Content Course Requirements: 

Effective December 31, 2007
Academic Path

“A minimum of 18 semester or 27 quarter credit hours of therapeutic recreation and general recreation content coursework with no less than a minimum of 12 semester or 18 quarter credit hours in therapeutic recreation content. A minimum of 4 courses in therapeutic recreation is required and each course must be a minimum of 3 credit hours; AND…”

Equivalency Path A & B

“A minimum of 18 semester or 27 quarter credit hours of therapeutic recreation and general recreation content coursework with no less than a minimum of 12 semester or 18 quarter credit hours in therapeutic recreation content. A minimum of 4 courses in therapeutic recreation is required and each course must be a minimum of 3 credit hours; AND…”

Content Course Change – Increase in Required Number of Therapeutic Recreation         Content Courses Prior to Field Placement: 

Effective December 31, 2007 
Field Placement Should Be Completed After Coursework: An acceptable field placement must be completed after the majority of required therapeutic recreation and general recreation coursework is completed. Verification of the completed field placement must appear on the official academic transcript and the completed field placement verification form. The majority of therapeutic recreation and recreation content coursework is defined as no less than 12 semester or 18 quarter hours of coursework with at least 9 semester and 12 quarter hours in therapeutic recreation content coursework.

Field Placement Standards Changes
The NCTRC Board of Directors has approved new standards pertaining to the internship experience requirement. 
1. Field Placement Requirements: Definition of Full-time Field Placement Supervisor. 

Effective Date: April 2007

The primary CTRS supervisor must be a full-time employee and work a minimum of 32 hours a week at the sponsoring agency.
2. Field Placement Requirements: Primary Field Placement Supervisor.
Effective Date: All internships conducted after January 1, 2007

An acceptable field placement must have one (1) identified primary supervisor. The primary supervisor works on a consistent basis with the student, coordinates all other secondary supervision and completes all evaluation materials and weekly reports pertaining to the field placement experience. 

Primary field placement supervisor responsibilities: The primary supervisor is responsible for the direct supervision of the internship student, ensuring that the student is exposed to all of the Job Analysis Task Areas. All official documentation including midterm and final evaluations must be signed by the primary supervisor who also serves as the liaison to the university. The NCTRC field placement verification form must also be signed by the primary supervisor.
3. Field Placement Requirements: Supervisor must possess the CTRS Credential for one year prior to supervising interns.
Effective Date: January 1, 2010
The full-time, on-site agency supervisor must be currently NCTRC CTRS certified and must possess the CTRS credential for one year prior to supervising an internship student. 
Availability of Marketing Brochures and Field Placement Folders

NCTRC has re-formatted the Field Placement folder to include a new design and marketing approach. Copies of the new folder are available to academic units. Additionally, copies of the new “Testimonial Brochure” and the “CTRS Profile” brochure, as well as the “Why Become a CTRS” and “Why Hire a CTRS” brochures are available in PDF format on the NCTRC Website www.NCTRC.org. Please contact the NCTRC office if you wish to receive additional copies of the brochures for recruitment purposes. 
Please contact NCTRC directly if you have any questions concerning the above outlined information.
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