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Memorandum

To:
TR Educators
From:
Bob Riley, CTRS

Executive Director
Date:
April 27, 2007
Re:
New Test Eligibility Application Process
Provided below is a summary outline of the new Test Eligibility application process as approved by the NCTRC Board of Directors on April 14, 2007.  Please review this information and share this opportunity with your senior-level students.  Please be advised that the new application process permits students to apply for Test Eligibility and possibly complete the NCTRC exam earlier in the academic process.  However, students can still elect to register and complete the exam upon completion of all academic requirements. For some students this may be the more prudent option.  NCTRC supports the premise that the decision to exercise the new application option should be done in consultation with the academic advisor.  Please contact NCTRC at 845-639-1439 or nctrc@nctrc.org with any questions or concerns regarding this new application process.
Title: New Test Eligibility Application Process

Purpose: To permit new applicants the opportunity to gain Test Eligibility (TE) status and complete the NCTRC exam prior to the completion of the field placement requirement and degree attainment. More specifically, this change in the Academic Path application process permits applicants to apply for TE status and register and complete the NCTRC exam upon meeting the following proposed criteria:

1. Enrollment in a degree program pertaining to Therapeutic Recreation/Recreation Therapy as defined by the current NCTRC Academic Path standards
2. Completion of a minimum of 90 credit hours toward degree attainment
3. Completion of all required coursework other than the field placement requirement, as defined by the current NCTRC Academic Path standards
4. Submission of an official academic transcript denoting the completion of the above requirements.

Applicants completing the new Academic Path TE application process will be awarded NCTRC certification and the CTRS certificate upon documentation of the following:

1. Successful completion of the NCTRC exam (passing grade).

2. Completion of a field placement experience in accordance with current NCTRC Academic Path standards. 

3. Academic degree attainment as documented by an official academic transcript.
4. Completed application and all required documentation by NCTRC.
Rationale: This new application process allows students to apply for Test Eligibility and if eligible, register and complete the NCTRC exam prior to field placement and degree completion, thereby expediting the testing process and shortening the wait time that many applicants currently experience. This change permits students to become engaged in the NCTRC certification process much earlier and while still within the academic environment.  It is also expected that early involvement in the application process will heighten the level of student investment in the certification process and the profession.

Process: An application for Test Eligibility via the proposed Academic Path option can be submitted along with an official transcript documenting that all coursework requirements have been completed prior to a scheduled exam deadline date. The application will be reviewed by NCTRC staff using existing certification standards and procedures.  Upon successful review of the application, the student will be mailed notification from NCTRC indicating that he/she has been awarded TE status and is now permitted to complete the NCTRC Exam. The student may register for an exam once he/she receives notification from the testing company (current practice). Upon successful completion of the NCTRC exam, field placement and the academic degree program, the student must to submit all required field placement information and final official transcript in order to complete the application process. The CTRS credential will be awarded upon successful review of this final documentation indicating that the applicant has successfully completed all requirements for NCTRC certification.

Implementation Date and Fee:  The commencement date for the new application process is July 1, 2007.  A $25.00 surcharge is required for all applications submitted under the new process in order to cover additional clerical and professional review time.  Applicants who elect to submit the application for Professional Eligibility upon completion of all academic requirements (completed application) are not required to submit the additional $25.00 fee.
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