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The following thorough cost and living-style comparison was created by residents who lived at the I-House, moved out, and then moved back in to I-House. We hope it will be helpful to prospective residents of I-House considering off-campus versus I-House living.



"Hi Leann,
Yes, I checked the breakdown and comparison made by a resident on our website. For the meal plan, I think it's a good 
deal. I agree with the statement on the website saying that residents don't have to worry about shopping, cooking, and 
cleaning. This relates to time saving, which is important for students. This is a good deal for us who can't cook or don't 
want to cook for whatever reasons. We can spend that time for studying and having fun.
I just saw the updated DC operating hours on its website. Basically, if we have a platinum meal plan, with $16 a day, 
we'll get a buffet deal for 18.5 hours from M to Th, 15.5 hours on F, and 12 hours on the weekend. We can also eat in 
the House for breakfast and dinner. Again, this associates to time saving. 
For the room fee, I heard many alumni were surprised when they knew that they had to pay for using the laundry and 
drying machine. I guess we should mention about this on the website (about $8 a month). Also, I know many 
international students want to work while they stay in the US. With the work limitation of their F-1 or J-1 visa, 
working in the I-House is a good deal. If you let the residents work for 8 hours a week, they can earn about $256 a 
month. After all, it's still a good deal: about $880 - $256 = +/- $625 a month. 
The payment options are more convenient now: It can be in a monthly basis, the deposit is cheaper than most places, 
and we can pay by credit cards or checks (most places only receive checks). Also, we can't pay late in other places, 
while in the I-House, we can always talk to you if we have financial problems and will pay late. This is another 
positive aspect living in the I-House. We are treated as a family member, not a stranger.
It is nice discussing with you about the I-House. I look forward to staying in touch. Have a great day."
Dion




