Congratulations to the San Jose State Putnam Team (Robert McGuigan, Vlad Dumitriu, Bryan Nguyen) for finishing 71st out of 546 participating schools throughout the United States and Canada in the 71st annual Putnam competition.  The Putnam Exam is an annual mathematical problem solving competition which covers roughly the first two years of the Math curriculum (calculus, discrete math, differential equations, linear algebra, as well as basic abstract algebra and number theory).  Student’s who would like to participate in the 72nd Putnam Exam which will be held on Dec. 3, 2011 should contact Professor Brad Jackson (bradley.jackson@sjsu.edu) by Oct. 1, 2011.  
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Congratulations to the San Jose State Putnam Team (Robert McGuigan, Vlad Dumitriu, Bryan Nguyen) for finishing 71st out of 546 participating schools throughout the United States and Canada in the 71st annual Putnam competition.  Thanks also to Annie Nguyen for participating in this year’s Putnam competition.  Additional congratulations for their individual accomplishments go to Robert McGuigan for the team’s highest score of 49 points and Vlad Dumitriu for the team’s second highest score of 21 points.  Robert McGuigan’s score of 49 points put him in a tie for 170th place and Vlad Dumitriu’s score of 21 points put him in a tie for 736th place.  A total of 4296 contestants participated in the 71st William Lowell Putnam Mathematical Competition.  The Math department will award Robert this year’s 1st place Putnam prize totaling $100 and will award Vlad the 2nd place Putnam prize totaling $50.  They can pick up their prizes at the Math Department Graduation and Awards ceremony on Wed. May 18 or after that in the math office MH 308.  The Putnam Exam is an annual mathematical problem solving competition which covers roughly the first two years of the Math curriculum (calculus, discrete math, differential equations, linear algebra, as well as basic abstract algebra and number theory).  Student’s who would like to participate in the 72nd Putnam Exam which will be held on Dec. 3, 2011 should contact Professor Brad Jackson (bradley.jackson@sjsu.edu) by Oct. 1, 2011.  More information about past Putnam exams (including solutions) can be found at http://amc.maa.org/a-activities/a7-problems/putnamindex.shtml .  If there is enough interest Professor Jackson will try to organize a problem solving seminar in the fall to help students interested in preparing for the Putnam Exam.        
