MUSE Course Design & Evaluation Checklist – Area D1
(Social Sciences – Human Behavior)

Course Title: ________________________________________________________________________


Short title for Schedule of classes (no more than 18 characters): __________________

Instructor: _______________________________________  Dept.:__________________________

Phone: _______________________   Extended Zip: ______   E-mail: ___________________________
A. Goals


The following Area D1 and MUSE goals are reflected on the course syllabus:

Social Science courses should increase the student’s understanding of human behavior and social interaction in the context of value systems, economic structures, political institutions, social groups, and natural environments. Students will establish a strong foundation for becoming a university level student and scholar. Students will become acclimated to both the intellectual and social activities of university life.

B. Student Learning
Upon completing this course, students should be able to:
· place contemporary developments in cultural, historical, environmental, and spatial contexts; 

· identify the dynamics of ethnic, cultural, gender/sexual, age-based, class, regional, national, transnational, and global identities and the similarities, differences, linkages, and interactions between them; and 

· evaluate social science information, draw on different points of view, and formulate applications appropriate to contemporary social issues. 

· recognize the interaction of social institutions, culture, and environment with the behavior of individuals. 

· understand the learning process and their responsibility and role in it. [MUSE]

· know what it means to be a member of a metropolitan university community. [MUSE]

C. Course content

I. Human Behavior Courses (GE Area D1) focus on the social dimension of society as a context for human life, the processes of social change and social continuity, the role of human agency in those social processes, the forces that engender social cohesion and fragmentation and recognition of  the interaction of social institutions, culture, and environment with the behavior of individuals. Briefly describe below the content in the course that addresses these topics:
II. For each student learning objective (SLO), please describe the content, activities and assignments in your course that will be used to assess the SLO:

	Students will be able to place contemporary developments in cultural, historical, environmental, and spatial contexts

	

	Students will identify the dynamics of ethnic, cultural, gender/sexual, age-based, class, regional, national, transnational, and global identities and the similarities, differences, linkages, and interactions between them; 
	

	Students will evaluate social science information, draw on different points of view, and formulate applications appropriate to contemporary social issues. [GE]

	

	University scholar: Course activities should be designed to enable students to improve critical thinking skills, information competencies, critical writing and reading skills, and group interactions. [MUSE]

	

	University life: Students should attend workshops and participate in group activities to help them learn about university resources and activities and to improve in areas they have identified. [MUSE]

	


III. GE guidelines require that issues of diversity shall be incorporated in an appropriate manner.  Briefly describe below how your course incorporates diversity:

IV. GE guidelines specify the minimum writing requirement is 1500 words (~6 pages, double spaced) in a language and style appropriate to the discipline.  MUSE guidelines recommend that students receive an opportunity for feedback and revision on major assignments prior to final evaluation. Briefly describe below how the course follows these guidelines.

D. Grading

The grading system for the course should consider the content and activities noted under I-IV above.  The grading scheme should include recognition for participation (and perhaps reflection) in at least 3 MUSE workshops and activities.  Given the purpose of the MUSE courses, writing, research and participation in class activities should make up at least 40% of the grade.











_______ (instructor initials)

E. Approval
This course has been reviewed by the members of the Peer Review Committee (see signatures below) and satisfies the GE and MUSE requirements as indicated in this Course Approval Checklist.  

Instructor: _______________________________________________        Date: ____________________

Peer Review Group Coordinator: ________________________________ Date: ____________________

Peer Review Group Members: 
________________________________________________


This course has been exchanged and reviewed by members of another Peer Review committee and by a member of GEAP and satisfies the GE and MUSE requirements as indicated in this Course Approval Checklist.

Alternate Peer Review Group Coordinator (signature):___________________________  

GEAP Member (signature and print name)   ___________________________________







__________________________________
The checklist has been reviewed:

Undergraduate Studies Office: __________________________________________________________

