San Jose State University

School of Nursing

Subject:  PPD Testing Update

Date:  November 16, 2010
From:  Dr. Diane Stuenkel

We received the following information from Dr. Manibo in the Student Health Center:
ALERT:  This change will occur in November 2010.  

1) The Student Health Center will no longer be offering PPD skin tests.

2) The Quantiferon Gold blood test, which is the CDC's preferred test, will be done instead.  This test is currently $36 for enrolled students.

3) Advantages: eliminates a second office visit for the TB skin test reading and avoids false positive PPD's.  The Quantiferon Gold test is more accurate than the PPD.  

With the exception of O’Connor Hospital and Dominican Hospital, our local hospitals will accept the Quantiferon Gold blood test instead of the PPD.  Students at O’Connor or Dominican Hospitals must obtain the 2-step PPD from their personal provider or from the public health department.

