MASAHIRO INAMI

THE PROBLEM OF OTHER MINDS IN THE BUDDHIST
EPISTEMOLOGICAL TRADITION

1. INTRODUCTION

Do minds other than one’s own exist? This is a serious problem especially
for the Vijnanavadins, Buddhist idealist, for they deny the existence of
the external objects. If other minds were admitted, their theory would
be inconsistent. If other minds were denied, it would be meaningless
to preach to others.

Dharmakiti, in the Santanantarasiddhi, the first independent treatise
on this problem, explains that the existence of other minds can be
inferred even from the viewpoint of the Vijnanavadins. According
to him, the existence of other minds is inferred from the appear-
ance of other persons’ speeches and actions. However, Ratnakirti, in
Santanantaradusana, another independent treatise on this problem, from
the viewpoint of the Vijnanavadins, explains in detail that other minds
cannot be inferred at all and denies their existence. His view seemingly
contradicts Dharmakirti’s view. The purpose of this paper is to analyze
their views and to consider how the problem of other minds is dealt
with in the Buddhist epistemological tradition.!

2. DHARMAKIRTI’'S SANTANANTARASIDDHI

2.1. Dharmakirti, when he takes the Sautrantika standpoint, of
course admits the existence of other minds. As is well known, in
the Pramanavarttika, he argues against the Carvakas that inference is
a means of valid cognition by pointing out that we can know other
minds only through inference. For the Sautrantikas, the existence of

other minds as well as of external objects is known by inference.?

2.2. In the Santanantarasiddhi, on the other hand, Dharmakirti consis-
tently adopts the Vijnanavada standpoint. Dharmakairti as a Vijnanavadin
discusses the problem of other minds with the Sautrantikas there.
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First of all, Dharmakirti states the view of the Sautrantikas as
follows:
Observing in our own bodies that [our bodily and verbal] actions are preceded by

[our] mental [actions], we infer [the existence of other] minds from the fact that the
[bodily and verbal actions] are grasped in other [bodies as well].

After that, Dharmakirti maintains that the existence of other minds
can be inferred even from the viewpoint of the Vijnanavadins in the same
manner. But the Vijnanavadins do not admit that actions exist outside
of minds. For them, therefore, the existence of other minds is inferred
from the appearance of other persons’ actions. The Vijnanavadin’s
process of inference can be stated as follows:

Observing that the appearance of our bodily and verbal actions is preceded by our

minds, we infer the existence of other minds from the appearance of other persons’
bodily and verbal actions.*

This can be regarded as the inference based on the probans as effect
(karyahetu). By observing our own minds and the appearance of our
actions, we establish the causal relation between mind and appearance
of action. Then, we infer the existence of other minds from the appear-
ance of other persons’ actions which are the effect of other minds.’

2.3. A question now arises. Other minds can never be perceived. Then,
how can we infer them? We can observe only that our own actions are
preceded by our minds. Since other minds are imperceptible (adrsya),
we cannot apply the relation between our own minds and actions to
them.®

On this problem, the Sautrantikas explain that we can infer other
minds from other persons’ actions because our own minds are not fit
to be a cause of other persons’ actions. According to the Sautrantikas,
the unfitness is for the following three reasons:’

1) We do not experience that our own minds produce other persons’
actions.

2) The actions based on our minds are observed in our own bodies,
not in the body of another person.

3) If other persons’ actions were based on our minds, other persons’
actions would be experienced just like our own actions.

In principle, Dharmakirti agrees with the Sautrantikas. The cognitions
in which our own actions appear are caused by our own minds, and
then the actions appear as internal. Therefore, the cognitions, in which
other persons’ actions appear as external, should be produced by causes
other than our minds.
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The difference between the appearance of one’s own actions and that
of other persons’ actions is taken into consideration here. According to
Dharmakirti, our own actions appear as things which are not separated
from our body. But other persons’ actions appear as things separated
from our own body.?

However, Dharmakirti notes that such a difference is not fundamental.
There can be some exceptions. For example, although the movement
of the stone cast by us and the movement of another person shaken
by us appear as separated from our own body, they are caused by
our own intentions. Therefore, Dharmakirti concludes that whether the
actions are separated from our own body or not is not a crucial factor
in inferring other minds.’

2.4. Let us turn to the next problem. What is known through such
an inference? Are other minds themselves known through it? If other
minds themselves are known, the existence of an object other than one’s
own mind would be accepted. If not, other minds would not be known
through the inference.'?

On the problem, Dharmakirti insists that another person’s mind not
in particular but in general is known through the inference. If mind
in particular were known through the inference, the specific forms of
another person’s mind would be known through it just as those of one’s
own mind are known through perception.!!

In Dharmakirti’s epistemology, inference cannot reveal the unique
characteristics of objects. It is concerned only with the universal.
He reaffirms this in the Santanantarasiddhi. He points out there that if
inference could reveal the unique characteristics of objects, the following
unacceptable results would occur:

1) There would be no difference between perception and inference.

2) Inference could be concerned neither with the things in the future
and the past nor with unreal things.

3) The object of inference would have causal efficiency
(arthakriyasakti). 12

Moreover, Dharmakirti explains that inference is a means of valid
cognition not because it reveals an object itself, but because our behav-
iors based on it do not fail us. The correspondence (avisamvada) is
regarded as a basis of its validity.!? The inference of other minds is
concerned only with the universal. Although it cannot reveal other
minds themselves, it is valid because our behaviors based on it do not
fail us.'
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2.5. As is well known, in the Buddhist tradition it is admitted that
Yogins and Buddha can directly know other minds. Dharmakirti, in the
final portion of the Santanantarasiddhi, takes up their knowledge of
other minds.

Firstly, Dharmakirti points out that Yogin’s knowledge of other minds
does not reveal other minds themselves. They are considered to know
other minds not because they know other minds themselves but because
those which have great resemblance to other minds clearly appear in
their knowledge. They do not truly know other minds. According to
Dharmakirti, Yogins are not free of the distinction between the grahya
‘object apprehended’ and the grahaka ‘subject apprehending’, because
they have not attained enlightenment yet. Yogin’s knowledge of other
minds is regarded as valid just because their behaviors based on it do
not fail them. !

To the problem whether Buddha knows other minds themselves or
not, Dharmakirti comments only that Buddha’s omniscience is beyond
our understanding because Buddha’s knowledge is beyond our knowl-
edge and words.'®

2.6. The inference of other minds stated in the Santanantarasiddhi can
be summarized as follows:

Observing in our own bodies that the appearance of our bodily and
verbal actions is preceded by the activity of our minds, we establish the
causal relation between the mind and the appearance of action. Then
we infer other minds from the appearance of actions which are not
caused by us and which appear as separated from our body in most
cases. Other minds in general are known through the inference. It is
regarded as valid because of its correspondence.!’

3. RATNARKIRTI'S SANTANANTARADUSANA

3.1. Let us turn now to Ratnakirti’s Santanantaradusana. There,
Ratnakirti explains in detail that other minds cannot be inferred at all
and denies their existence. First of all, he states opponent’s view as
follows:

Some people explain as follows: There exist other minds, which are known through
inference. Observing that our verbal and bodily actions appear immediately after our
intentions (icchacitta) and that they do not appear in the absence of [our intentions],
we first determine the causal relation between intention and appearance of verbal [and
bodily] action. Causal relation is then established by perception and non-perception
and consists of positive and negative concomitance. And then, observing that verbal
and bodily actions separated [from our own body] appear even when any intentions
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are not perceived, we infer [other] intentions to be the cause of the [appearance of
the actions]. Thus, other minds are established.'®

Here, we notice, this argument is quite similar to Dharmakirti’s. In
the Santanantaradiisana, Ratnakirti refutes the Vijhanavadin’s argument
for the existence of other minds as it is stated by Dharmakirti in the
Santanantarasiddhi.

3.2. Let us examine Ratnakirti’s refutation. First of all, Ratnakirti
analyzes the intention which is regarded as a cause of the appearance
of actions. Is it perceptible for one who infers, or does the inference
use intention in general, which need not be qualified by perceptibility
or imperceptibility?'®

Firstly, if it is perceptible, its nonexistence will be proved. While infer-
ring, we do not perceive the intention and therefore we will establish its
absence by the non-perception of a perceptible object (drsyanupalabdhi).
If we do perceive it, there is no need to infer it.2"

Secondly, if intention in general is regarded as a cause of the appear-
ance of action, how is the causal relation established? We can determine
only that our own intention, which is perceptible, is the cause of the
appearance of our action. We can never determine that intention in
general is the cause of the appearance of action.

Even if a particular fire is remote in space or time, we can suppose
that it should be perceived if it were here. Accordingly, we can determine
the causal relation between fire and smoke in general. However, we can
never perceive the fire of digestion (jathardagni), which is substantially
different (svabhavaviprakrsta) from the fire regarded as the cause of
smoke. Therefore, we cannot determine that a fire common even to
the fire of digestion is the cause of smoke. As for intention, we cannot
suppose that intention common to other persons should be perceived if
it were here. It is substantially different from the intention regarded as
the cause of the appearance of action. Thus, we can never determine
that intention in general is the cause of the appearance of action.?!

Here, the following objection is raised: Intention in general
can be regarded as perceptible in reference to self-consciousness
(svasamvedana) because other persons’ intentions are perceived by
their self-consciousness.?? Ratnakirti answers this by pointing out that
we should not take into consideration the person other than the one
who infers. If we could regard something as perceptible on the basis
of other persons’ experience, a goblin (pisdaca) would be perceptible.
A globlin can be perceived by some Yogins or another goblin. Since
we can never perceive other persons’ minds, a mind common to other
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persons’ should not be regarded as perceptible. Here, Ratnakirti seems
to point out that only by observing our own mind and the appearance
of our action, we cannot establish a rule applicable to other minds.??

As we have seen, Dharmakirti explains that it is a mind in general
that is proved. Such a theory is refuted by Ratnakirti here. Moreover, it
is noted that Moksakaragupta, in the Tarkabhasa, regards other persons’
minds as perceptible on the grounds that they are perceived by other
persons’ self-consciousness. He insists there that we can establish the
inevitable relation between mind in general and action in general, and
that we can infer the existence of other minds.?* But such a standpoint
is rejected here.

Thus, Ratnakirti refutes the proof of other minds’ existence by
pointing out that a mind neither in general nor in particular is fit to be
proved.

3.3. Let us turn now to the next refutation. After Ratnakirti finds faults
with the argument for the existence of other minds, he presents an
argument against it (badhaka). He points out the non-appearance of
the distinction between one’s own mind and another.

If other minds were existent, one’s own mind should be distinct
from them. But such a distinction never appears. Ratnakirti quotes
Jnanasrimitra’s words from the Sakarasiddhisastra.

If one’s own mind is distinct from another by nature, it should appear together
with a limiting object (avadhi), [i.e., another mind]. [Therefore, one’s own mind
should not be distinct from another.] Nor should it be apprehended that [one’s own
mind] is identical with [another mind]. (RNA 147,17-18 = JNA 458,21-22. Cf. JNA
570,15-16).

Even if one has a distinction, other things do not appear at all. Then, what is it
distinct from? (RNA 147,19 = INA 456,24. Cf. JNA 573,19.)

Our notion of distinction depends on the knowledge of two things.
When we know only one of them, we can never distinguish one from
another. The distinction between one’s own mind and another also
depends on the knowledge of them. But we can only perceive our own
minds.

For example, while perceiving our own minds, we cannot perceive
a rabbit’s horn. Therefore, we cannot make a distinction between our
minds and a rabbit’s horn. Similarly, since we cannot perceive other
minds, we cannot make a distinction between our own minds and other
minds.?

Ratnakirti refers to the following three difficulties in admitting the
distinction between one’s own mind and another:
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Firstly, if the distinction between one’s own mind and another is
admitted, the distinction between one’s own mind and external objects
should be admitted as well. The Vijnanavadins, who deny the existence
of external objects, cannot admit the existence of other minds. Ratnakirti
seems to point out that the acceptance of the existence of other minds
is contradictory to the theory of vijiaptimatrata.*

Secondly, if the distinction is admitted, causality should be admitted.
The apprehension of causality presupposes that of distinction. However,
since two things differing in time are not apprehended together,
the distinction between them cannot be apprehended. Therefore, in
reality, causality can never be known. Ratnakirti quotes Dharmakirti’s
Pramanavarttika 11 4d: samvrtyastu yatha tatha. There, Dharmakirti
insists that causal efficiency was admitted only conventionally. The
acceptance of the distinction conflicts with Dharmakirti’s statement.?’

Thirdly, the acceptance of the distinction is contradictory to the
theory of citradvaita. The Vijnanavadins, who prove the nonduality of
cognition, if they admitted the distinction between one’s own mind and
the mind of another, could not reject the objection that the theory is
refuted by perception grasping a distinction. Since cognition has nondu-
ality, no distinction can be perceived. Ratnakirti, here, pays attention
to the inconsistency with the theory of citradvaita.®®

3.4. Here, the next objection is raised. By which means is the non-
existence of other minds proved? The existence of other minds may be
refuted in the above manner. But, is there any means of establishing
the nonexistence of other minds? It cannot be established through
perception, because perception leads us to affirmative judgement and
not to negative judgement, nor through inference, because imperceptible
objects cannot be proved to be nonexistent through inference. Since
other minds are regarded as imperceptible, we can not prove them to
be either existent or nonexistent.?’

Answering this, Ratnakirti presents the proof of the nonexistence of
other minds as follows:

[Vyapti:] If something (X), being perceived, does not appear in some form (Y), then
X cannot be dealt with as a thing existing in that form (Y). For example, a blue
thing, which does not appear in the yellow form, cannot be dealt with as a thing
existing in the yellow form. [Paksadharmata:] One’s own mind, being perceived, does
not appear in a form distinct from other minds. This is, with regard to distinction,
the non-perception of the object itself (svabhavanupalabdhi), without any reference
to the qualifier “perceptibility”. This is formulated when it is denied that another
mind is identical with one’s own mind.*
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Here, Ratnakirti does not directly prove the nonexistence of other
minds. Since they are imperceptible, their nonexistence cannot be proved
by inference. Therefore, he denies the distinction between one’s own
mind and other minds. He considers that the denial of the distinction
implies the nonexistence of other minds.

Ratnakirti explains that the probans is not illegitimate (asiddhi).

If the distinction appeared, the limiting object (avadhi), i.e., another
mind, would appear. Since another mind is not perceived, the distinction
between one’s own mind and another is not perceived.!

Thus, denying the distinction between one’s own mind and another,
Ratnakirti proves the nonexistence of another mind. According to him,
other minds are unreal, just as a rabbit’s horn, the universal (samanya)

and so on.??

3.5. Finally, Ratnakirti argues about Buddha’s knowledge of other minds.
If there exist other minds, how does Buddha know them? Ordinary
people may suspect that there exist other minds, but Buddha, who is
an omniscient being (sarvajna), does not have such a suspicion at all.
If other minds are existent, he should indubitably know them. But,
by which means does Buddha know them? First, he does not know
them by inference, because the inference of other minds is not correct,
as we have seen. If he knew them by inference, he would know them
indirectly and therefore he would not be omniscient. Secondly, he cannot
know them by perception. If Buddha knows other minds by perception,
there would exist the grahya-grahaka relation between other minds
and Buddha’s mind, and consequently the theory of external object
(bahirarthavada) would be accepted.33

The last point is noteworthy. Ratnakirti, here points out that the
acceptance of the existence of other minds is contradictory to the theory
that the grahyagrahaka relations are denied in the ultimate sense. The
Vijnanavadins, who advocate the theory of vijraptimatrata, should not
accept that a mind other than one’s own is grasped by perception.’*

Thus, Ratnakirti concludes that other minds do not exist at all.
According to Ratnakirti, therefore, even if Buddha does not know
them, the fault that he would not be omniscient does not follow. Since
other minds do not exist at all, Buddha never knows them.* Here,
Ratnakirti clearly denied Buddha’s knowledge of other minds. Such
a standpoint seems to contradict the traditional view that Buddha can
know other minds. But Ratnakirti does not offer any comments on this
contradiction.®
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3.6. Moreover, Ratnakirti calls our attention to the point that the
existence of other minds is denied not in the conventional sense but in
the ultimate sense. He does not intend that other minds are suspected
to be existent from any viewpoints. In our conventional world, there
may be such a suspicion. Otherwise, we could not act with respect to
other persons.

Even if one who denies the existence of other minds says to others that
other minds do not exist at all, there is no fault of self-contradiction.
Although other minds are not ultimately existent, in the realm of
convention, one can speak about it to others in order to enlighten
them.?’

Thus, Ratnakirti introduces the theory of two truths, i.e., the conven-
tional (samvrti) and the ultimate (paramartha), to the problem of other
minds. On the level of the ultimate truth, the distinction neither between
grahya and grahaka nor between one’s own mind and another exists.
Nonduality is admitted as ultimate.®

As I have examined in another paper,®® Prajnakaragupta and
Jnanasrimitra explain that both causality and validity are admitted
only in the conventional sense because nonduality is ultimate. The
notion of causality needs the cognition of two things. But, since two
things cannot be cognized in reality, causality is not truly known. Simi-
larly, validity based on correspondence needs two cognitions. But, each
of two cognitions reveals its own object only, and it does not reveal
the correspondence between them. Therefore, validity based on corre-
spondence is not truly known. Both causality and validity are objects of
empirical knowledge which has not yet been analyzed. Our notion of
them is only a mistaken belief. Therefore they are admitted only in the
conventional sense.*’ Ratnakirti’s view on other minds is quite similar
to these views on causality and validity. In the ultimate sense, other
minds are denied because the distinction between one’s own mind and
another is not known at all. But they are not denied in the conventional
sense.

We must remember here that Dharmakirti, in the Santanantarasiddhi,
explains that the validity of Yogin’s knowledge of other minds is
guaranteed only by its correspondence. He notes there that a Yogin
is not free of the distinction between grahya and grahaka. (See 2.5.)
Dharmakirti seems to understand that if other minds were perceived,
there would be the grahya-grahaka relation between one’s own mind
and other minds. The acceptance of the existence of other minds, just as
that of the existence of external objects, is contradictory to the theory of
vijiaptimatrata. In this respect, Dharmakirti, in the Santanantarasiddhi,
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deals with other minds only in the conventional sense. Moreover, as
we have seen, he often insists that the inference of other minds can be
regarded as valid because of its correspondence. Such an inference is
conventional and is denied on the level of the ultimate truth. But, he
does not clearly mention that the existence of other minds is denied
in the ultimate sense. He comments only that Buddha’s knowledge is
beyond our argument.*!

Here, we may recall Jianasrimitra’s remarks on causality in the
Ksanabhangadhyaya. He explains there that although causality is
admitted only in the conventional sense, it cannot be refuted on the level
of the ultimate truth. In the ultimate sense, all distinctions disappear.
The distinction neither between pramana and prameya nor between
sadhana and sadhya exists. Since our logical arguments, both proof and
refutation, are based on the premise that such a distinction is existent,
they are only conventional. In this sense, on the highest level, causality
cannot be refuted.*’> The same may be true of the existence of other
minds. It is admitted only in the conventional sense, and is denied in
the ultimate sense. But, it cannot be refuted on the level of the ultimate
truth. Therefore, the existence of other minds should not be refuted. It
does not matter whether the existence of other minds is known in the
conventional sense or in the ultimate sense. The ultimate truth is beyond
our argument.*® Ratnakirti insists that his refutation is not absolute. We
should cling neither to the acceptance of other minds nor to the denial
of it.#*

4. CONCLUSION

Dharmakirti, in the Santanantarasiddhi, argues for the existence of
other minds from the standpoint of the Vijnanavadins. Ratnakirti, on
the other hand, argues against it in the Santanantaradiisana. Their views
are seemingly contradictory to each other. Ratnakirti, however, denies it
in the ultimate sense, not in the conventional sense. According to him,
on the level of the highest truth, the existence of other minds is denied
as is causality. Nonduality is ultimately admitted. But, from this point
of view, all distinctions disappear. In this sense, therefore, neither the
argument for nor the argument against the existence of these things is
absolute. The ultimate truth is beyond our argument.

NOTES

! Dharmakirti’s Santanantarasiddhi was translated into modern languages in Stcher-
batsky (1922), Kitagawa (1955), and Katsura (1983). Ratnakirti’s Santanantaradiisana
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had been translated into English by Yuichi Kajiyama (Kajiyama, 1965), who recently
published a Japanese translation of the same work. (Kajiyama 2000) The problem
of other minds in the Buddhist epistemological tradition was treated with in Sharma
(1985), Negi (1997), etc.
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ba dang gzhan gyis rab tu bskyod pa la sogs pa’i bya ba’i khyad par du snang ba
can rnams yul chad par snang ba yang g-yo ba sngon du ’gro ba can yin pa’i phyir
la / 18 / gzhan gyis byas pa’i g-yo ba la sogs pa rnam par ma chad pa yin yang de
sngon du ’gro ba can ma yin pa’i phyir ro // 19 // de lta bas na ’dir bya ba’i khyad
par tsam gyis g-yo ba rtogs pa yin par rigs so // 20 //; SS 34, 5-6: khyad par ’di
ni phal che ba’i dbang du byas pa yin no //

10°SS 51,2-8: ci ste bya ba la sogs par snang ba’i rnam par shes pa ’bras bu’i rtags
las skyes pa gzhan gyi sems shes pa de* gzhan gyi sems yul du byed dam | ’on te
ma yin te | yul du byed na ni don gzhan yin par ’gyur ro /| yul du mi byed na ni
shes pas pha rol gyi sems yod pa ci ltar shes te / de’i ngo bo nyid ma shes par de
’grub pa mi srid pa’i phyir ro zhe na // 66 // (*B: de dag; P: de)

1SS 52,10-55,8: “di yang thal bar ’gyur ba mtshungs te // 67 // bya ba dang tshig
dag gis gzhan gyi sems rtogs pa ltar na yang de’i ngo bo’nyid yul du byed na ni /
de’i tshe rang gi sems shes pa bzhin du de’i rnam pa yang shes par thal bar ’gyur
ro I/ de mi shes na ni des de’i ngo bo nyid ci ltar ’dzin // 68 // gal te rtags kyis
ni spyi rtogs pa’i phyir rnam pa rtogs pa ma yin no zhe na // 69 // spi de ci gzhan
gyi sems nyid yin nam / ’on te gzhan zhig gam / ’on te brjod du mi rung zhig yin
/I 70 // gzhan nyid dang brjod du mi rung ba nyid dag gcig yin na ni ’dis spyi de
kho na gzung gi / gzhan gyi sems mi ma yin na / ci ltar ’dis de rtogs par ’gyur
/171 1] spyi gzhan gyi sems nyid kyang ma yin te | de yod na de’i rnam pa yang
shes par thal bar 'gyur ro zhes bshad zin te // 72 [/ ’di ni rjes su dpag pa’i tshul
yang ma yin no // 73 // Cf. SS 19,2-3: de Ita bas na bya ba’i khyad par gyi spyi
ni g-yo ba’i khyad par spyi rtogs par byed pa yin no // 22 //; SS 33,7-9: g-yo ba
tsam gyi spyi ni bya ba dang brjod pa’i shes pa spyi’i rgyu yin pas ’bras bus rgyu
rtogs pa yin no //

1285 55, 12-15: rjes su dpag pa ni don gyi rang gi ngo bo ’dzin par byed pa
ma yin te / mngon sum dang ’dra bar snang ba khyad par med pa la sogs par thal
bar ’gyur ba’i phyir ro // 74 //; SS 57, 14-58,2: du ba la sogs pa’i rtags las skyes
pa yang me la sogs pa’i rang gi ngo bo’i yul can ma yin te / (ymthong ba dang
khyad par med par thal bar ’gyur ba’i* phyir ro Il ;yrjes su dpag pa ’das pa la
sogs pa dang / ngo bo nyid med pa dag la yang ’jug par mi ’gyur ba’i phyir dang
!/ (3ydon byed par thal bar ’gyur ba’i yang phyir ro // 77 // (*B: pa’i; D:ba’i) Cf.
NB I 16-17: anyat samanyalaksanam // 16 // so numanasya visayah // 17 //

13 SS 56,10-18: de’i phyir *di ni tshad ma nyid ma yin no // 75 // de’i rang gi
ngo bo mi ’dzin kyang mngon par ’dod pa’i don la mi slu bas tshad ma nyid yin
pa’i phyir ro // 76 // Cf. PV 1I la-b: pramanam avisamvadi jianam; PV III 56:
abhiprayavisamvadad api bhranteh pramanata / gatir apy anyatha drsta paksa$ cayam
krtottarah //

4SS 58, 15-19,5: gzhang gyi sems rjes su dpag pa la yang mngon pa ’dod pa’i
don la mi slu ba yod pa kho na ste // 78 // *jug par byed pa de’i sgo nas srog chags
gzhan yod par rtogs nas yang nas yang du tha snyad dag la ’jug na / de’i dbang
gis ’byung ba’i don thob pa’i phyir ro // 79 //

5SS 68,9-71,7: gnas ma gyur pa’i phyir rnal ’byor pa gzung ba dang ’dzin pa’i
rnam par rtog pa ma spangs pa rnams kyis gzhan gyi sems shes pa yang | tha snyad
la mi slu ba nyid kyis gzugs la sogs pa mthong ba bzhin du tshad ma nyid yin no
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/1 90 // rnal ’byor gyi stobs kyis ni de dag la shes pa gzhan gyi sems kyi rnam pa’i
bye brag gi rjes su byed pa gsal bar snang ba ’byung bar ’byur te / las dang lha la
sogs pa’i byin gyis rlabs kyi stobs kyis rmi lam bden pa mthong ba bzhin no // 91
/I de dag la yang gzhan gyi sems kyi yul can nyid kyi shes pa ’byung ba ni yin te
/ de dag kyang rang gi sems snang ba de dang rnam pa mtshungs pa kho na nyid
shes pa las / gzhan gyi sems shes pa zhes bya ba nges par gzung bas tha snyad
’dogs so // 92 // mngon sum de ni de’i rnam pa’i rjes su byed pa gsal bar snang
ba’i phyir dang / mi slu ba’i tshad ma zhes bya bar ’dod do // 93 //

16 SS 71,18-72,3: bcom ldan 'das kyis don thams cad thugs su chud pa ni bsam
gyis mi khyab ste / rnam pa thams cad du shes pa dang brjod pa’i yul las ’das
pa’i phyir ro // 94 // Cf. Vim§atika 22: vijhaptimatratasiddhih svasaktisadrs§t maya /
krteyam sarvatha sa tu na cintya buddhagocarah // 22 //

17 SS 33, 7-34,6: g-yo ba tsam gyi spyi ni bya ba dang brjod pa’i shes pa syi’i
rgyu yin pas ‘bras bus rgyu pa yin no // 48 // de la bdag nyid kyi g-yo ba’i rgyu
mtshan can ni kha nang du bltas par ’jug la / gzhan ni gzhan du yin te / khyad par
’di ni phal che ba’i dbang du byas pa yin no // 49 //

'8 SD 145, 6-11: evam hi kecid ahuh / asty eva santantaram anumana-
pratitam / tatha hicchacittasamanantaravyaharavyavaharabhasasya dar§anat
tadabhave cadar§anad vyaharadyabhdasasya karyakaranabhavam atmasantane
‘vadharyecchacittasyapratisamvedanasamaye ’pi vicchinnavvyaharadyabhasadar§anat
tatkaranabhiitam icchacittam anumiyamanam santanantaram eva vyavatisthata iti /

19 SD 145, 12-13: atredam alocyate / tad icchacittam vyaharadyabhasasya karanataya
vyavasthapyamanam anumatur (jydarsanayogyam atha (y)drsyadrsyavisesananapeksam
icchamatram /|

2 SD 145, 13-16: yadi tavad adyo vikalpas tadanumatur dar$anayogyatvad
icchacittasyanumanakale 'nupalabdhir abhavam eva gamayatity anupalambhakhya-
pratyaksabadhitatvat kvanumanavakasas tasya / yadi punar icchacittam anumanakale
’py anubhuiyeta, tada kim asyanumanena /

2 SD 145,23-146,6: atha dvitiyo vikalpah / tatha hicchacittamatram
svaparasantanasadharanadr§yadrsyavisesananapeksam vyaharadyabhasam prati
karanatayavadharyate / tadavadharanam kena pramanena / vyaharadyabhasasya
hicchamatrabhave ’bhavam pratitya tadutpattisiddhigavesana / na cecchamatrasya
svaparasantanasadharanasya svasamvedanenanyena vabhavah $akyavagamah /
yatha hi vahnimatrasya desakalavyavahitasyapi dhumotpadadesakalayor yadi syad
upalabhyetaiva mayeti sambhavitasyanumatrpurusendriyapratyaksena dhiimotpadat
pragabhavo ’vadharyamanas tadutpattisiddhim adhyasayatiti vyavahitadesakalasyapi
vahner dhimamatram prati karanatvavadharanam, svabhavaviprakrstasya

tu jatharabhavadisadharanasya sarvathanumatrpurusasakyabhavapratitikasya
vyaptibahirbhava eva / tathatrapicchacittam parasantanasadharanam api

yavad yadiha syad upalabhyetaiva mayeti yadi sambhavayitum sakyeta tada
tadvyatirekasiddhidvarena karanatayavadharyate | kevalam svabhavaviprakrste
cittamatre ’stamiteyam katheti //

2 SD 146, 12-15: athecchacittamatram svasamvedanamatrapeksaya na
svabhavaviprakrstam / na hy agnir apy eko yenaivendriyavijiiaena dr§yate tenaivanyo ’pi
dr§yah* / tatra yatha caksurvijianamatrapeksaya aginimatram dr§yam iti vyavasthapyate
tathatrapi svasamvedanamatrapeksaya icchacittamatram svaparasantanasadharanam
api drsyam eveti / (*RNA: dr§yam)

» SD 146,16-25: atrocyate / kim atra matrasabdenanumatrpurusasambandhasam-
bandhabhyam avisesitam yasya kasyacit purusasyendriyajianam vastuvisayikurvanam
asya drSyatasambhave ’pi nanimittam abhimatam / yady evam pisacadir api
dr$yah syat / so ’pi hi kasyacit pumso yogyadeh svajatiyasya va piSacantarasya
bhavaty evendriyajhanagocara iti na kascit svabhavaviprakrstah syat / tasmad
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anumatrpurusasambandhitvam anapasya vijiianasya svalaksanadibhedanirasapara eva
matrasabdo yuktah / etad evasankya Dharmottarenabhihitam — “ekapratipattrapeksam
cedam pratyaksalaksanam /” (NBT 104,5-6.) ityadi / tenaivam drsyatasambhavana
yadiha dese kale va syad ghatadir niyamenopalabhyeta, madiyasya
caksurvijianamatrasya visayibhaved iti | paracitte tu na sakyam evam | yadiha
paracittam syat niyamena madiyasya svasamveda[na]matrasya visayi syad iti //
2 TBh 44,13-14: svasamvedanam hi tatra vyaptigrahakam / svaparasamtanaga-
tasvasamvedanamatrapeksaya paracittasyapi drSyatvat / (TBht D355b6-7: gang gi
phyir rang rig pa ni der khyab pa ’dzin pa po ste / rang dang gzhan gyi rgyud du
son ba’i rang rig pa tsam la blots pas na / gzhan gyi sems kyang bltar rung ba tsam
nyid kyi phyir to /) Cf. RNA (ISD) 45,16ff.
2 SD 147, 6-25: evam tarhi santanantarasadhakasyabhavad badhakasyapi
kasyacid adar$anad bhavatu tatra sandeha eveti kecit / tair idam badhakam
abhidhiyamanam avadhiyatam / yadi hi santanantaram sambhavet tada tato
bhedena svasantanasyavasyam bhavitavyam | anyatha svasantanad api prakasamanat
tasya parasantanabhimatasya bhedo na syat | na cabhedas tayor iti svasantanad
bhedabhedabhyam abadhyasya parasantanasya samanyasasavisanadivad abhava
evayata iti katham sandehah | tasmat parasantanapeksaya svasantanasya bhedo ’'py
avaSyam bhavyah / sa ca bhedah santanasya svabhavah svasantane pratibhasamane
niyamena pratibhaseta / katham aparatha pratibhanapratibhanalaksanaviruddhadharmadh
yase ’pi svasantanasya prasantanad bhedah svabhavatam asadayet // na casau bhedah
pratibhasate / bhedapratibhase hi upagamyamane tadavadhibhutasyapi parasantanasya
pratibhaso durapahnavah syat /

asmad bhinnam itidam cet svarupam svasya cetasah /

savadher asya bhasah syan na va grahyam tadatmana // (Cf. JNA 458,21-22;

570, 15-16.)

bhede ’nyalesam api naiti kuto bhinnah | (Cf. INA 456,24; 573,19.)
evamadikam asesam iha pravacanapradipasrisakarasangrahadivacanam anusmaryatam /
yatha hi svasantanamatre parisphurati §asavisanad asphurato na bhedah pratibhati tatha
parasantanad api sphuranavirahino na bhaty eva bhedah / na hi parasantanapeksaya
kascid viSesaleSah svasantanasya pariphurati yo nasti $aSavisanapeksaya / na ca
$asavisanaparasantanav apeksya samane svasantanapratibhase Sasavisanapeksaya na
bhedo napy abhedah pratibhati / parasantanapeksaya tu bheda eva bhatity evam
avasthapayitum Sakyam / Cf. PV III 212-213: paricchedo ’ntar anyo ’yam bhago
bahir iva sthith / jnanasyabhedino bhedapratibhaso hy upaplavah // 212 // tatraikasya
apy abhavena dvayam apy avahiyate / tasmat tad eva tasyapi tattvam ya dvayasiinyata
/I 213 //; PVA 293,21-24: advaite ’pi katham vrttir iti codyanirakrtam / yatha balis
tatha yaksa iti kin kena sangatam // 410 // anenaitad api nirakrtam / “advaite katham
paraprabodhanaya pravarttata” iti / svaparayor asyarthasyasiddheh / ayam paro ’han
na para iti svasamvedam evaitad udayam asadayati / natra paramarthato vibhagah /
aham prasnayita parah kathayati dvayor api svakaroparaktapratyayasamvedanam
evaitan na tu vibhagah svapnapratyayavat / unmattapratyayapralapavac ca /;
NBhu 140,16-19: tad evam grahyagrahakayor abhedavadinam svasantane [’pi]
jhanantaragrahanam nasti, kutah santanantarasiddhih? tata$ ca paralokabuddhadivartapi
durotsaritaivety asamamjasam sarvam eva saugatam $astram iti / na hi bhedadyasiddhau
sadhanadiusanadivyavahara upapadyate /
% SD 148,7-10: kim ca ma nama bhasista bahirarthah kasyacid api tathapi katham
tadabhavasiddhir bhedapratibhasabhyupagamavadina itlyanmatram iha vivaksitam
/ na catra kascid dosah / tasmad bahirarthena sadharanam santanantaram iti
katham vijhaptivadinam api sammatam bhavisyati / Cf. NBhu 152,2ff.: api ca
svapnavat sarvapratyaya niralambana iti bruvanasya katham santanantarasiddhih? na
hi svapnadrstantabhyam gamanavacanapratibhasabhyam vastavi purusantarasiddhir
upapadyate ...
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27 SD 148,10-17: kim ca karyakaranabhavo ’pi vijhanadvayasya bhedapratibhasavadina
badhitum asakyah / purvabhavini hi samvittih parasamvittyapeksaya bhedam
purvatvam catmano grhnaty evavadhipratibhasavigame ’pi // parabhaviny api samvittih
purvasamvittyapeksaya bhedam paratvam catmano ’dhigacchaty eva santanantaravad
iti niyatapuirvaparabhavalaksane karyakaranabhave ’vabhasamane ’vasiyamane ca
niladicitrakaravat katham

samvrttyastu yatha tatha (PV 111 4d)
iti bhagavato varttikakarasya vacanena phalitam atra mate / Cf. PVA 606,29: asmakam
tu advaitavadinam na paramarthatah karyakaranabhavo nama /; JNA 417,22-418,2: tatha
ca slitram, “hetupratyayavyavrttim karanasya nisedhanam / cittamatravyavasthanam
anutpadam vadamy aham //” (Lankavatarasitra X 592) anutpadam iti phalanisedhah
/ cittamatrasthitir eva hetuphalanisedho vyaktah / See Inami (2000).

% SD 148,17-20: api ca citrakaracakre dharminy advaitasadhanartham upan-
yastasya prakasamanatvadihetor bhedagrahakapratyaksapahrtavisayatvam udbhavayatah
prativadino bhedagrahanam anumanyamanena santanantarasandeham ca vina katham
uttaritavyam bhavata / Cf. NBha 140,16-17: tad evam grahyagrahakayor abhedavadinam
svasantane [’'pi] jianantaragrahanam nasti, kutah santanantarasiddhih?

¥ SD 148,21-23: nanv evam api santanantarabhavah kena pramanena siddhah / na
tavat pratyaksena tasya vidhivisayasya pratisedhasadhananadhikarat / napy anumanena,
tasya dr§yabhavasadhananiyatasyatindriyaparacittabhavasadhane 'navatarad iti cet /

% SD 148,23-28: atra brimah / santanantarasambhave niyatabhavah tato bhedah
svacittasya / abhede svasantanat parasantana eva syat / yatha ca yad upalabhyamanam
yena ripena na bhasate na tat tena rupena sadvyavaharayogyam yatha nilam pitaripena /
nopalabhyate ca svacittam upalabhyamanam parasantanad bhinne[na] rupeneti bhedasya
svacittatadatmyanisedhe dr§yaviSesanaprayoganapeksa svabhavanupalabdhir iyam //

31 SD 148,29-30: napy asiddhih bhedapratibhase tadavadher api pratibhasaprapteh /
avadhyapratibhase tu bhedapratibhasabhavah Sasavisanabhedapratibhasabhavavat siddha
eva / Cf. SD 147,15-20: bhedapratibhase hi upagamyamane tadavadhibhutasyapi
parasantanasya pratibhaso durapahnavah syat / “asmad bhinnam itidam cet svaripam
svasya cetasah / savadher asya bhasah ayan na va grahyam tadatmana // (= JNA 458,21-
22; 570,15-16.) bhede ’nyaleSam api naiti kuto bhinnah / (= JNA 456,24; 573,19.)”
evamadikam aSesam iha pravacanapradipasiisakarasangrahadivacanam anusmaryatam
/; PVA 240.10-11: sajattyavijatiyavyavyavrttibhajo hi jagati janmabhutah / te yato
yato vyavarttante tatas tato bhedam avadhibhedopakalpitam tam tam upadanam adaya
nanadharmanah pratiyante /; JNA 459.1-2: tasmad avadher abodhe ’vadhimato matir
iti vimatir eveti kutascid bhedagrahi pratyaksam apratibhasinah /; JNA 458,24: avadhir
api hi sambandhiviSesa eva /

2 The denial of the existence of other minds has been understood as a kind of
solipsism (see Kajiyama, 1965, etc.) According to Ratnakirti, however, the denial of
other minds does not mean the affirmation of the sole existence of one’s own mind.
Ratnakirti, who refuses the distinction between one’s own mind and others, must
deny not only the existence of other minds but also the existence of one’s own mind.
For the notion of “one’s own mind” also depends on the same distinction. When the
distinction disappears, even one’s own mind cannot survive at all. Moreover, if the
notion of “one’s own” or “self” were admitted, the armavada would be accepted.
We should remember Dharmakirti’s words: “When self exists, the notion of “other”
occurs. From the distinction between self and others, the attachment [to self] and the
hatred [for others] arise. Connected to these two [i.e., the attachment to self and the
hatred for others], all vices arise.” (PV II 219 (Miyasaka ed. PV I 219cd-220ab):
atmani sati parasamjia svaparavibhagat parigrahadvesau / anayoh sampratibaddhah
sarve dosah prajayante //
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3 SD 149,3-8: api ca santanantare tavad arvagdréam sandeho bhavadbhir anuman-
yate / bhagavatas tu kim avasthapyatam / samdehavasthapane katham sarvajnata

/ vidyamanam eva kadacit santanantaram bhagavata navadharyate tathapy asau
sarvajia iti katham etat / anumanam ca santanantaravisayam prag eva cintitam / na
canumanena pratitav api sarvajnata bhavitum arhati / pratyaksena paracittapratitau
grahyagrahakabhavo ’pi paracittasya bhagavaccittena sahayata iti bahirarthavada
eva mukhantarenopagatah syat, katham ayam vancayati vadah //

janacittasya sahopalambhaniyame ‘pi bhedabhyupagamad anekantah / nanu sarvajiiah
santanantaram va nesyate tat katham ayam dosah? ity asat; sakalalokasaksikasya
santanantarasyabhyupagamamatrenabhavasiddheh / sugatas ca sarvajiio yadi
paramarthato nesyate tarhi kimartham “pramanabhutaya” ityadinasau smarthitah
stuta$ cadvaitadiprakarananam adau dignagadibhih siddhih /

3 SD 149,9-10: asmadiyamatena tu paracittam nasty eveti tadavadharanakrto na*
bhagavatah sarvajniataksatidosah / (*RNA: [na]) Cf. TSP 693,6-10: na ca buddhasya
bhagavata$ cittena parasantanavarttina$ cittaksana avaslyante; tasya bhagavatah
sarvavaranavigamena grahyagrahakakalankarahitatvat / yatoktam — “grahyam na
tasya grahanam na tena jianantaragrahyatayapi Sunyam” iti /

% Commenting to the last portion of the Santanantarasiddhi, Vinitadeva refers to
the four kinds of Buddha’s knowledge, i.e., 1) adarsajiiana, 2) pratyaveksanajiiana,
3) samatajnana, and 4) krtyanusthanajiana. According to him, only the first one is
beyond the conventional world, and is the all-knowing knowledge in the ultimate
sense. The others, which are obtained after the enlightenment, are conventional.
Vinitadeva, who calls our attention to the variations of Buddha’s knowledge, may
suggest that Buddha knows other minds not by his ultimate knowledge, but by the
conventional knowledge obtained after the enlightenment. SST 72,116-73,20: yang
de bzhin gshegs pa rnams kyi don thams cad mkhyen pa ni rnam pa gnyis te / me
long Ita bu’i ye shes kyis chos thams cad kyi ngo bo nyid de bzhin nyid mkhyen pa
dang / so sor rtogs pa’i ye shes kyis dngos po thams cad du mkhyen pa’o // de la
me long Ita bu’i ye shes gzung ba dang ’dzin pa’i rnam par rtog pa dang yang dag
par bral ba chos thams cad kyi ngo bo nvid de bzhin nyid rig pas / don thams cad
mkhyen pa don dam par thams cad mkhyen pa ni yin te/ ’jig rten las ’das pa’i ye
shes kyi ngo bo yin pa’i phyir ro // so sor rtog pa’i ye shes ’jig rten las ’das pa’i
ye shes kyi rjes las thob pa gzung ba dang ’dzin pa’i rnam par rtog pa dang ldam
pas / dngos po phra ba dang / sgrib pa dang / bskal pa thams cad rnam pa thams
cad du mkhyen pa pa ni ’jig rten pa’i rnam pa thams cad mkhyen pa yin te / ’jig
rten las ’das pa’i ye shes Kkyi rjes la thob pa ’jig rten pa’i ye shes kyi ngo bo yin
pa’i phyir ro // de’i phyir so sor rtog pa’i ye shes la don thams cad mkhyen pa’i
tshul mi ’gal lo // de la gzung ba dang ’dzin par rnam par rtog pa yod par khas
blangs pas phyin ci log pa yang ma yin te / de phyin ci ma log pa nyid du gzigs
pa’i phyir ro / mnyam pa nyid kyi ye shes ni rten cing ’brel par ’byung ba’i dngos
pa tsam gyi yul can yin pa’i phyir / me long lta bu’i ye shes la dmigs pa yin no //
bya ba sgrub pa’i shes ni rang dang spyi’i mtshan nyid kyi yul can yin no // de ltar
na de bzhin gshegs pa ni ye shes bzhi’i rang bzhin yin la / de la me long Ita bu’i
ye shes ni ’jig rten las ’das pa yin no // de’i rjes las thob pa gzhan dag ni ’jig rten
pa yin no // des bas na bcom ldan ’das kyi don thams cad mkhyen pa ni ye shes
bzhi po ’di dag la ci rigs par sbyar bar bya’o //

37 SD 149,10-11: yavac ca bhedagrahanabhimanariipa samvritis tavat santanantare
sandehat tadavabodhanartham vacanadir api pravartata iti svavacanavirodho ’pi na
sambhavaty eva /

3% SD 149,11-13: na khalu santanantaravisayah sarvatha sandeho nasty evety abhi-
matam asmakam, api tu paramarthagatir iyam upadarsita /
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**" Inami (1998).

40 PVA 183,16-17: anvayavyatirekabhyan karyakaranatagatih* / pramanai

ca** na tatrasti pratyaksam anuma tatha // 146 // pratyaksanupalambhabhyam
anvayavyatirekayoh / gatir yady anumanat syad itaretarasamsrayah // 147 // (*PVA:
karyakaranatam gatih; **PVA: pramanan ja); PVA 184,21: tad eva punar ayatam
samvrtya $aktatagatih® / anirUpitatattva hi pratitis samvrtir mata // 152 // (*PVA: Saktata
gatih); PVA 4.8: dvisthasambandhasamvittir naikartipapravedanat / dvayasvariipagrahane
sati sambandhavedanam // 3 //; PVA 25,19-20: samvyavaharikam etad iti pratipaditam
/ samvyavahara$ ca vicaryamano viSiryata eva /; PVA 25,24-25: samvyavaharikam
pramanyam pratipadayata paramarthata ekam eva svasamvedanam pratyaksam ity
uktam bhavati /; PVA 292,19-23: na khalu pratyaksatah purvaparavastudvayagrahanam
/ karyabhimatagraphanakale smaranam eva karanabhimate / yada sa grhyate tada
svarlipenaiva grahanan na karanatvena / karyasyagrahanat / karyagrahanakale ca
tadatitam smaranagocara eva / na ca smaranam ananubhute na ca karanatvasyanubhavah
katham smaranam / atha karyakale ’pi tad anubhiiyata iti matih / tatha sati
purvartpatanubhavabhavat samanakalatayasakyavivecanatvad abheda eva kutah
karyakaranabhavah /; PVA 295;13: anvayavyatirekabhyam bhedasyasya prakalpana /
anadivasanasangad anvayavyatirekavit // 428 //; PVA 295,16: na canvayavyatirekayoh
paramarthatah samvedanam iti pratipaditam /; PVA 295,23-24: na ca paramarthato
‘nvayavyatirekapratipattir anyatrabhimanat / abhimanamatram eva skalam iti /;
PVA 295,31-32: paramarthatas tu svasamvedanam ekam eva / nanyenanyasya
grahanasambhavah /; PVA 606,29: asmakam tv advaitavadinam na paramarthatah
karyakaranabhavo nama /; JNA 416,18-20: samvadac ca pramanyam, na ca kvacid
bhinne vastuni samvadah / tasmat svavedanatiriktasya pramanyam samvrtam eva,
tatha hetuphalavyavaharo ’pi samvrta eva, ekapratitikatvad ubhayoh /

“ SS 69,2-4: gal te gzhan gyi sems kyi rang gi ngo bo mngon sum du shes par
gyur na ni de’i gzung ba don bzhan yin par ’gyur ro //; SS 68,9-13: gnas ma gyur
pa’i phyir rnal ’byor pa gzung ba dang ’dzin pa’i rnam par rtog pa ma spangs pa
rnams kyis gzhan gyi sems shes pa yang / tha snyad la mi slu ba nyid kyis gzugs
la sogs pa mthong ba bzhin du tshad ma nyid yin no // 90 // Cf. Vim§V ad Vims$§
21: yatha tannirabhilapyenatmana buddhanam gocarah / tatha tadajhanat tadubhayam
na yathartham vitathapratibhasataya grahyagrahakavikalpasyaprahinatvat /; Vims$T
D194a6-7: gal te gzhan gyi sems shes na de’i tshe gzung dang ’dzin pa’i rnam par
khas blangs pas rnam par rig pa nyid nyams ’gyur ro //

2 JNA 10,19-21: na ca tasya disanena ksanabhangavadinah kificit / hetuphalapalapino
’pi yadi tadapalapaya nyayasambhava, tada tad api na duram iti kim atra nirb-
andheneti / Cf. PV I 85-86: dharmadharmivyavasthanam bhedo ’bhedas ca
yadrsah / asamiksitatattvartho yatha loke pratiyate // 85 // tam tatha ca yadrSah

/ asamiksitatattvartho yatha loke pratiyate // 85 // tam tatha eva samasritya
sadhyasadhanasamsthitih / paramarthavataraya vidvadbhir avakalpyate // 86 //; NBhu
140,18-19: na hi bhedadyasiddhau sadhanadiisanadivyavahara upapadyate /

4 JNA 452,6-8: santanantarabhavo ’yam na siddha$ cet phalangavat /
santanantarasiddhih kim samvrtyastu® yatha tatha // vastu kim atra nirbandhena?
(*INA: samvrttya tu) Cf. INA 4,24-25: sa mata cet samvrtya*, na paramarthena /
astu yatha tatha samvrtya** paramarthena va, kim atra nirbandhena? (*JNA: sabhasa
cet samvrttya; **JNA: samvrttya)

4 SD 149,13-14: idam hi santanantarabhavasadhanam advayasadhanena sadharanam
iti naikaniyatah svavacanadivirodhas tatpariharo va /
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