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In the pages of Air Pirates [an underground commix], Mickey, Minnie, Donald, Pegleg Pete, Goofy, Huey, Duey [sic], and Louie (among other Disney characters) cursed, smuggled drugs (on the cover no less) and [performed obscene and criminal acts]. . . . On October 21, 1971, Walt Disney Productions filed suit against the Air Pirates . . . . The first hearing fell on March 10, 1972. . . . .   Disney’s case against the Pirates was pretty straightforward, alleging the defendants had used coyrighted characters without permission (citing the 1909 copyright act, which said all copyrightable components of a copyrighted expression are protected too), and that the Pirates had also violated their trademarks by:  (a) replicating them to the point that the consumer would be misled into thinking they were purchasing a Disney-authorized product, and that (b) the sexual and/or criminal acts performed by the characters in Air Pirates Funnies damaged Disney’s business by disparaging their brand. . . .  Under the First Amendment, the defense argued, the Pirates had every right to take a critical eye to Disney’s characters, for they were internationally recognized symbols of American cultural power. In other words, like any politician or significant public figure, Disney was too influential not to be criticized. . . . [Cartoonist Dan] O’Neill said his obsession with Disney’s characters was the company’s own fault!  They had ingrained these images in him as a child and it was unfair of them to prevent him from examining their effect as an adult:  “My purpose in using the mouse as a character is not to destroy the Disney product, but to deal with the image in the American consciousness that the Disney image implanted.”
--From The Comic Book History of Comics by Fred Van Lente & Ryan Dunlavey
Write a brief essay in response to Dan O’Neill’s point of view.  In your essay, be sure to (1) summarize the point of views of both the plaintiff (Walt Disney Productions) and the defendant (Air Pirates Funnies) and (2) offer your own thoughts on the central issue, referring your own reading, experience, and observations.

