Opposing Viewpoints Paper 

Grading Rubric

100 points
Names (first & last): _____________________________________________________________
Topic: ________________________________________________________________________
Class Day & Time: _________________
PLEASE STAPLE THIS PAGE TO THE BACK PAGE OF YOUR PAPER

_____ Sign up for topic and obtain book by deadline: 5 points
_____ Quality of writing: 10 points
· Grammar, spelling, organization

· 3-4 pages type written with 12-point font and 1” margins
· After quote, include page # in parenthesis 

· Note: I will stop reading after 4th sentence that is not written clearly.  You will receive paper back and will need to attend the Writing Center (info in greensheet) for editing guidance.  You will receive 10% off your grade. 

_____ Introduction: 15 points
· Give necessary background information. Why is this topic controversial and important?

_____ Argument One:  25 points
· Describe evidence to support this viewpoint. What claims does this side make and what data is presented to back up these claims?

_____ Argument Two:  25 points
· Describe evidence to support this viewpoint. What claims does this side make and what data is presented to back up these claims?
_____ Conclusion: 20 points
· Compare relative strengths and weaknesses of each argument. 
· Which side has the strongest supporting evidence?  
· What have you learned about the topic as a result of this assignment? At this point, you can mention your personal opinions (but be clear to distinguish opinions from facts).
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