SPSS Project 1—Due:  Wednesday, September 22nd 
Introduction to Statistics
Dr. Lee

This project should be generated by computer and turned in as an organized, coherent printed document.  In this assignment you will become familiar with the General Social Survey (GSS) and SPSS.  You will also create descriptive statistics and interpret those.  While it is NOT ACCEPTABLE in professional work to just give folks SPSS output when presenting statistics (it is generally very untidy and confusing), you may copy and paste the output into your report for Project 1 where I say to create graphs and tables.

1. Create a dataset.

A. Go to the survey raw data at the end of this assignment (taken from the 2006 GSS). Choose three variables that are of interest to you, and enter those variables’ data into an SPSS dataset.  Include variable names, labels, values, and codes that should be treated as missing. Print the dataset out (both data view and variable view) to turn in.

2. Exploring GSS variables.

A. Take a few minutes to become familiar with the General Social Survey of the US.  This can be done easily by conducting an internet search using the GSS’s name or by clicking on the codebook link on the course web page.  Briefly describe what the GSS is a survey of (in terms of the target population and the topics covered).
B. Referring to the variables you picked and entered in Item 1 above, discuss how good the questions and response options are for measuring what they are intended to measure?  
C. Do you think the coding scheme for each variable is acceptable? Why? 
D. What is the level of measurement of each of the variables?

3. Graphing

A. Create frequency distribution tables of your three variables.  
[In data view, Analyze + Descriptive Statistics + Frequencies + put variables into dialog box + OK]
B. Create histograms or bar graphs for your variables and indicate whether each is a histogram or a bar graph.  Make certain to use histograms only with interval-ratio variables and bar graphs with nominal or ordinal variables.
[In data view, For Bar:  Graphs + Legacy Dialogues + Bar… + Define + put variable into “category axis” + OK; For Histogram:  Graphs +  Legacy Dialogues + Histogram… + put variable into “Variable” box + OK]  

C. Are your variables skewed in any way?  Explain.

D. Generally, what can you tell about the GSS sub-sample using your tables and graphs above?  Describe.
4. Central Tendency

A. Create tables with the mean, median, and mode for your interval-ratio variables.  
[In data view, Analyze + Descriptive Statistics + Frequencies + Statistics + check the appropriate boxes + Continue + OK]
B. Why is it not appropriate to do step 4A for nominal variables or nominal-like ordinal variables?

C. Generally, what can you tell about the GSS sub-sample in terms of what was measured by your variables using the central tendency statistics generated above?

5. Variation

A.
Report the standard deviation and range of your interval-ratio variables.
[In data view, Analyze + Descriptive Statistics + Frequencies + Statistics + check the appropriate boxes + Continue + OK]

B.
Generally, what can you tell about the GSS sub-sample in terms of what was measured by your variables using the variation statistics generated above?
Survey Raw Data
Case
marital
childs
age
educ
sex

1.0
5.0
3.0
50.0
13.0
0.0

2.0
5.0
1.0
27.0
14.0
1.0

3.0
3.0
2.0
67.0
9.0
0.0

4.0
5.0
1.0
50.0
12.0
0.0

5.0
5.0
0.0
20.0
14.0
1.0

6.0
1.0
2.0
35.0
16.0
0.0

7.0
2.0
1.0
29.0
12.0
0.0

8.0
5.0
0.0
32.0
14.0
0.0

9.0
5.0
0.0
23.0
16.0
0.0

10.0
5.0
2.0
32.0
18.0
0.0

11.0
2.0
2.0
81.0
9.0
0.0

12.0
5.0
4.0
47.0
12.0
1.0

13.0
5.0
0.0
26.0
16.0
1.0

14.0
3.0
2.0
60.0
16.0
1.0

15.0
1.0
7.0
34.0
13.0
0.0

16.0
5.0
0.0
37.0
18.0
0.0

17.0
5.0
7.0
68.0
6.0
1.0

18.0
5.0
0.0
18.0
11.0
0.0

19.0
5.0
1.0
25.0
13.0
0.0

20.0
5.0
0.0
24.0
14.0
0.0

21.0
5.0
1.0
38.0
16.0
0.0

22.0
5.0
1.0
69.0
12.0
1.0

23.0
5.0
8.0
41.0
11.0
0.0

24.0
5.0
0.0
35.0
15.0
1.0

25.0
5.0
1.0
26.0
14.0
0.0

	4. 
	Are you currently‑‑married, widowed, divorced, separated, or have you never been married? 

	[VAR: MARITAL] 
	

	RESPONSE 
	PUNCH 

	Married (ASK A & B) 
	1 

	Widowed (ASK A & B) 
	2 

	Divorced (ASK A) 
	3 

	Separated (ASK A) 
	4 

	Never married (GO TO Q.5) 
	5 

	No answer 
	9 

	
	


	12. 
	How many children have you ever had? Please count all that were born alive at any time (including any you had from 

	
	a previous marriage). 

	[VAR: CHILDS] 
	

	RESPONSE 
	PUNCH 

	None 
	0 

	One 
	1 

	Two 
	2 

	Three 
	3 

	Four 
	4 

	Five 
	5 

	Six 
	6 

	Seven 
	7 

	Eight or more 
	8 

	No answer, Don’t know 
	9 

	
	

	
	


	13. RESPONDENT'S AGE 

	[VAR: AGE] 


Age in years reported by respondents.
	15. 
	RESPONDENT'S EDUCATION 

	[VAR: EDUC] 
	

	RESPONSE 
	PUNCH 

	
	

	No formal schooling 
	0 

	1st grade 
	1 

	2nd grade 
	2 

	3rd grade 
	3 

	4th grade 
	4 

	5th grade 
	5 

	6th grade 
	6 

	7th grade 
	7 

	8th grade 
	8 

	9th grade 
	9 

	10th grade 
	10 

	11th grade 
	11 

	12th grade 
	12 

	 [See REMARKS] 
	

	1 year of college 
	13 

	2 years 
	14 

	3 years 
	15 

	4 years 
	16 

	5 years 
	17 

	6 years 
	18 

	7 years 
	19 

	8 years 
	20 

	Don't know 
	98 

	No answer 
	99 


	23. 
	CODE RESPONDENT'S SEX 

	[VAR: SEX] 
	

	RESPONSE 
	PUNCH 

	
	

	Male 
	1 

	Female 
	0 


Interviewers coded for each person based on appearances.

