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Soci 100W:  Writing Workshop (Area Z)
TR 1:00 – 2:55 PM

Summer 2008
Clark Hall 243

Dr. James Daniel Lee






DMH, Room 224
james.lee@sjsu.edu






Phone:  924-5866
Office Hours:  M W 12:30 – 2:00 PM; T R 3:00 – 3:30 PM 

If you need to see me outside of class, try to come during office hours.  However, I am usually in my office during the day when not teaching.  If you want to drop by outside office hours, please e-mail or call ahead.  


Course Description:

Catalogue Description:  Practice in improvement of writing and research skills appropriate to the field of sociology, including formal reports, journals and articles. 
This course is required for sociology majors.  It meets SJSU Studies requirement for Area Z.  Area Z courses emphasize:
· Proficiency in college writing

· Proficiency in contemporary research methods and strategies

· The mastery of different forms of discourse common to the professional field

· The enhancement of skills learned in English 1A and B.

Instructor’s Narrative:  Professionals must know how to write—that is the primary means of communication among them.  This reality led SJSU to create writing courses for students within their majors, helping students learn how to write like the professionals in the major they chose to study.  This course will help you to learn to write the way sociologists write. This means that you will learn general writing skills (clear, conventional American written English) as well as the conventions of writing in the sociological profession.  Sociologists are typically interested in conveying knowledge about societal facts that they and others have documented.  Therefore, the language of sociologists is focused, factual, and technically precise.  You should learn to write like that in this course.  In keeping with the focus on sociological writing, you will learn the conventions of writing established by the American Sociological Association.
What most people do not realize is that writing is a social activity.  The writer has an implicit audience that should be able to understand what he or she writes.  Therefore, of great aid to writers is an editor.  The editor tells the writer whether he or she is effectively communicating to the audience and suggests alternative ways to structure sentences and paragraphs to ensure that intended meanings are conveyed.  In class you will write in response to several assignments, but you will also edit your own and others’ papers so that your writing actually conveys what you intended to convey.
Prerequisites: 

SOCI 1, ENGL 1B (with a grade of C or better); Completion of core GE, satisfaction of Writing Skills Test and upper division standing.
Required Texts:
· The Sociology Writing Group. 2008. A Guide to Writing Sociology Papers, 6th Edition. New York:  Worth Publishers.
· American Sociological Association. 2007. American Sociological Association Style Guide, 3rd Edition. Washington, DC:  American Sociological Association.
· Other reading online: http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty_and_staff/faculty_detail.jsp?id=1095, go to the Writing Workshop link.

Learning Objectives:

To successfully complete this course, each student must demonstrate competency in the learning objectives for this course.  Assignments, projects, a final exam, and a final paper will be used to determine whether the objectives were met.

Objectives









1. Development, explanation, analysis and critique of sociological
 concepts, methods and ideas.

2. Research, integration, and comparison of ideas from multiple and common sociological sources.

3. Use of different forms of discourse to effectively express sociological ideas and analyses.

4. Appropriate documentation and citation of common sources of sociological ideas and data.

5. Communication of ideas in written and oral form to both general and professional audiences. 
Course Requirements:

Attendance and Participation.  This course will be conducted as a workshop.  This means that you will learn by participating in activities and discussion with your classmates, and me, focused on writing as a sociologist.  Daily class attendance is not required, but regular participation is. Attendance will not be taken, but contributing to and witnessing class discussions are important components of your educational experience.  For this reason, my subjective assessment of your participation in class will be used to determine 10% of your overall grade.  Students missing four or more classes, regardless of the reason, are encouraged to drop the course.  

Missing a required course component without submitting a medical or university excuse may result in a grade of zero for the component.  Excuses must be submitted, and arrangements for making up a component made, by the next class after the excused absence.  The nature of make-ups is at my discretion, including not allowing you make up a missed component.

Reading Assignments.  Course readings are as important for your education as class discussions (reading actually makes intelligent discussion possible).  Reading assignments should be completed before you come to class.  
Class Assignments.  There will routinely be class assignments. The assignments will consist of class activities or written reactions to questions posed in class. These assignments will often be edited in class by your peers.  After receiving editorial comments on your assignments, you must correct them and resubmit then for a second round of grading (and possibly more).  The final grade for each will be a combination of the grades for each draft.  The assignments will compose 20% of your final grade.  The grade for this component will be the average of ten (10) assignments.  If there are more than ten over the semester, the lowest scores will be dropped until only ten remain.  
Projects.  You will be required to do three projects. These will involve research and writing about particular topics.  You should be prepared to present your papers or projects in class.  These may also be edited in class by your peers.  After receiving editorial comments on a project, you must correct it and resubmit it for a second round of grading (and possibly more).  The final grade will be a combination of the grades for each draft.  The projects will account for 15% of your final grade—5% for each one.  Hand-written projects will not be accepted.  All projects must be backed up so that a second copy can be turned in if requested.  Failure to turn in a back-up copy when requested will result in a grade of zero for the project.

Paper.  Students will write a sociological research paper.  This paper will be composed in increments throughout the summer.  Each increment will be edited in class and graded.  Students will also present their papers in class.  The evaluations of the presentation, increments, and final paper will account for 40% of your final grade.
The focus of the paper will be “gender ambiguity and gender nonconformity.”  The final product will be a research paper on reactions to this phenomenon.  You will do background research and analyze original data to draw sociological conclusions about reactions to gender ambiguity and gender nonconformity. 

Exams.  There will a final exam.  The exam will be an essay exam that tests your writing ability.  The final will be worth 15% of your grade.  The final exam may not be taken early for any reason. 

Final Grades.  The final course grade will be based on your final score out of 100 possible points.  Since the grade is based on mastery of the material, it is theoretically possible for everyone to earn an A.  C or higher is a passing grade.  The course is graded on an A-B-C-No Credit format.  A C- (71% or less) gives No Credit.
The grading scale is:




Grades are based on:

98 – 100 A+
92 – 97 A
90 – 91 A-

Participation


10 points

88 – 89 B+
82 – 87 B
80 – 81 B-

Class Assignments

20 points

78 – 79 C+
72 – 77 C
 


Projects (3 @ 5% each)
15 points

71 and below “No Credit,” NC


Paper



40 points








Final Exam


15 points







Total 



100 points

Conduct:
You are expected to conduct yourself in accordance with the highest standards of academic honesty.  The university’s Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work.  Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development.  A few students get into trouble because they are unaware of what constitutes academic misconduct.  Academic misconduct includes cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, interference (e.g., stealing another student’s work), violating course rules, and facilitating academic dishonesty.  Academic misconduct could result in failure for an assignment (typically a grade of zero) or for the course or even in expulsion from the university.  The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct.  My punishments will be in accordance with university policies—I will not tolerate academic misconduct.

You are also expected to respect the right of your fellow students to learn.  You should make sure that cell phones, text devices, radios, games, and so forth are turned off prior to class.  If you use a laptop computer in class, your computer use should not distract others.  Broadcasting material not relevant to the course is inappropriate.  You should not talk excessively, interrupt class just to hear yourself talk, ask questions irrelevant to the material at hand, or make odd or annoying gestures or noises that distract others.  Finally, you must maintain a respectful demeanor toward your fellow students regardless of your personal assessments of them.  Failure to conduct yourself according to the standards set forth here may result in a lower participation grade.  More serious violations may result in me withdrawing you from the course.

My Commitment to You:

Fortunately for me, I get paid respectably to do exactly what I love:  research and teach sociology.  On the other hand, you, your family, and the citizens of the state of California are investing vast resources in your education.  You deserve an experience worthy of that investment.  Therefore, I strive to provide you with an excellent educational experience through effective teaching.  It is appropriate for you to expect me to be an expert in sociology and a master at developing your understanding of sociology.   In teaching I make a commitment to:  (1) help you recognize the importance of what you are learning; (2) focus on the most important issues; (3) maintain an atmosphere that facilitates learning; (4) be approachable and responsive to all students, regardless of background; and (5) to structure assignments and to grade in ways that enhance your learning and provide accurate and meaningful evaluations of your performance.   If I fail to meet these goals, please let me know so that I may improve my teaching.  After all, “doctor” literally means “teacher.”  If you refer to me by that title, you should expect me to fulfill that role.
Disabilities:

If you have a specific disability that may be addressed with academic accommodations, please notify me as soon as possible.  I will work with you to ensure that you have a positive learning experience.  You should inform me of necessary course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with DRC to establish a record of their disability.  This office is located in Administration Building, Room 110.  I am inclined, however, to address other needs that may not be verifiable disabilities.  Therefore, if you are not registered with DRC, you should still discuss your issues to see if I may help.  Many disabilities require extended time for exams; my policy is to allow extended time for all students on all exams.
Course Schedule:
The schedule is subject to revision.  Remember that additional readings may be assigned.
Readings should be completed by class time on the date indicated to the left.  
Date
Topic
Reading Assignments & Activities 

T 
June 3
Syllabus


Everyone Exchange Contact Information

R
June 5
The Writing Process

Guide to Writing, Chapter 2







Due:  Info Sheets Due

T
June 10
Fundamentals


Style Guide, Chapters 1 – 3 

R
June 12
Sociological Work and Writing
Guide to Writing, Chapter 1 & 5

T
June 17




Due:  Project 1 (Correcting Writing)
R
June 19
Literature Reviews

Guide to Writing, Chapter 4; Style Guide Chapter 5





T
June 24




Due: Project 1 Revised
R
June 26
Quantitative Research

Guide to Writing, Chapter 6
T
July 1
Qualitative Research

Guide to Writing, Chapter 7
R
July 3




Due:  Final Paper Literature Review
T 
July 8
Your Own Research Paper
Style Guide Chapter 4








Due:  Project 2  (Academic Versus Other Writing)


R
July 10
The Project


T
July 15




Due:  Project 2 Revised
R 
July 17




Common Gathering Followed by Individual Meetings
T
July 22




Common Gathering Followed by Individual Meetings
R
July 24




Common Gathering Followed by Individual Meetings







Due:  Final Paper Preliminary Analysis
T
July 29




Common Gathering Followed by Individual Meetings







Due:  Project 3 (Explaining How to Write)
R
July 31




Guide to Writing, Part 3; Style Guide Chapter 6
T
Aug 5




Due:  Project 3 Revised
R
Aug 7




Final Exam







Due:  Final Paper





Grade Worksheet for Soci 100W
The Writing Workshop


Proportional Grade 



 


 



(percentage with decimal 

Possible Points


Earned Points
Section

moved left two places)


for Section


for Section

Participation:

__.__ __

X

10

=
_____

Class Assignments:
__.__ __

X

20

=
_____
Project 1:

__.__ __

X

5

=
_____

Project 2:

__.__ __

X

5

=
_____
Project 3:

__.__ __

X

5

=
_____
Paper:


__.__ __

X

40

=
_____
Final Exam:

__.__ __

X

15

=
_____
To calculate final grade:  
Enter proportional grades for each section, multiply by possible points for each section, and enter the product as earned points for each section.  The final grade is the sum of earned points.

To calculate “current” grade:  
Enter proportional grades for each graded section, multiply by possible points for each section, and enter the product as earned points for each section.  Add the earned points for each graded section, and divide the sum of earned points by the sum of possible points for each graded section.  The quotient is the “current” grade.

Example:

A student who has a Participation grade of 80, Class Assignments grade of 75, Project 1 grade of 95, and Project 2 grade of 93 wants to know her current grade.  Using the worksheet, she would get the following:








        Possible

          Earned
Participation:

  0.80


X

10

=
8

Class Assignments:
  0.75


X

20

=
15
Project 1:

  0.95


X

5

=
4.75
Project 2:

  0.93


X

5

=
4.65

Project 3:

__.__ __

X

5

=
_____
Paper:


__.__ __

X

40

=
_____
Final Exam:

__.__ __

X

15

=
_____
Earned Points 


÷  
Possible Points 

= 
“Current” Grade
(8 + 15 + 4.75 + 4.65) 32.4
÷
(10 + 20 + 5 + 5) 40
=
0.81, or 81 B- 






