Soci 100W—The Writing Workshop

Dr. Lee

Project 1

Due:  Tuesday, June 17, 2008

This project draws upon the basic writing and editorial skills that you learned in the first few class sessions.  It is also intended to familiarize you with the data that you will be using for your course paper.  

You will be assigned two pages of comments that were written in response to the American Idol YouTube video clip.  You are to read, make sense of, and correct the writing in the comments.  You will then give reasons for your corrections.  

Your corrections of the comments should make it evident that you understand what the persons who wrote the comments were thinking.  If you run across comments that you cannot make sense of, present alternative properly written interpretations.  As a last resort, you may say that the comment is incomprehensible (but I had better not be able to make sense of it).  Exclamations and creative expressions are often appropriate as is, but beware that even they can often be improved.  For example, “eeeeewwwwe” could be more correctly written as “Eeeewwwwe!”

Format your paper with two columns:  The first column for the YouTube comments and the second for your corrections and what motivated them.  The following is an example of what you could do for the comment: “Oviuosly there was discrimanation against his sexul orientation, although he never says he is gay. His voice not bad at all, just need some lessons. If I were him I'll sue them.”
Original




  Corrected
	Oviuosly there was discrimanation against his sexul orientation, although he never says he is gay. His voice not bad at all, just need some lessons. If I were him I'll sue them.
	Although Zach never said he was gay, the judges obviously discriminated against him because of his sexual orientation.  His voice was not bad at all; he just needs some lessons.  If I were him, I would sue them.

spelling, consistent verb tense, active voice, clarity, appropriate object, punctuation, more details


You will do this for all the comments on your two pages of text.  Practicing in this way should help you to (1) become familiar with common errors in writing, especially on the Internet (2) learn to identify better ways of expressing ideas, and (3) become more familiar with the data you will use for your project. 
This project must be typed and formatted to make reading it easy.
