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Soci 178, Sociology of Childhood 
Fall 2009
MW 10:30 – 11:45 AM

DMH 227
	Instructor:
	Dr. James Daniel Lee

	Office Location:
	DMH 224

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-5866

	Email:
	james.lee@sjsu.edu

	Office Hours:
	T 11:15 – 1:15PM, 5:00 – 6:00 PM; W 1:30 – 3:30 PM


Course Description 

Catalogue: Examination of sociological issues, theories, and research on childhood from infancy to adolescence, including the role of social institutions in shaping the childhood experience and the emergence of peer cultures that change societies.

Instructor: This seminar course explores sociological issues, theories and research on childhood from infancy to adolescence.  Through course readings and discussions, the course will cover the social world that our society provides for children, and the social world that children create for themselves.  The course will also address the expectations that we—our culture, society, parents, policy makers—have for children, and whether these expectations are accurate.  Children are socialized in a variety of social institutions (e.g., schools, family, work); the course should help us understand the effects these institutions have on children’s lives and futures.  Sexism, racism, classism, and abuse also affect children, and this course will explore these and other negative childhood experiences.  Children are not just receptors for socialization; the course will also address how their lives and experiences shape society now and for the future.  Finally, the course will address the future of childhood.  This course may be especially beneficial to current or future policy makers, supervisors of children, and parents alike.
Required Texts/Readings 

· Corsaro, William A. 2004.  The Sociology of Childhood, 2nd Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Pine Forge Press. (ISBN: 0-7619-8751-7)
· Harris, Judith. 1998. The Nurture Assumption.  New York: Free Press. (ISBN: 0-684-85707-3)
· Course Reading Packet: http://www.sjsu.edu/people/james.lee/courses/soci178/
· Other readings assigned in class if deemed necessary.

Assignments and Grading Policy

Attendance and Participation.  This course will be conducted as a seminar.  This means that you will learn by participating in an intelligent discussion of course readings with your classmates and me.  Daily class attendance is not required, but regular participation is. Attendance will not be taken, but contributing to and witnessing class discussions are important components of your educational experience.  For this reason, my subjective assessment of your participation in class will be used to determine 20% of your overall grade.  Students missing four or more classes, regardless of the reason, are encouraged to drop the course.  

Missing a project or exam without submitting a medical or university excuse may result in a grade of zero.  Excuses must be submitted, and arrangements for making up work made, by the next class after the excused absence.  The nature of make-up exams is at my discretion. If accepted, late projects may, at my discretion, be assessed a grade penalty.
Course readings are as important for your education as class discussions (reading actually makes intelligent discussion possible).  Reading assignments should be completed before you come to class.  I may assign work in class to encourage you to read and keep up with the course. The assignments will consist of class activities or written reactions to questions posed in class. The assignments will affect your participation grade.  One cannot make up a missed class assignment; it will count as zero.   

Leading Discussion.  Each week, a group of students will be responsible for leading the discussion of the material.  The leadership role has two components that will be graded:

1. The group must submit a one or two-page summary of and reflections on the readings for that week, due at the beginning of class.
2. The group members will be effective leaders in the class discussion that week.

The grades for the one or two-page papers will account for 10% of your final grade. The grades for leading the discussion will be determined by your fellow students and me.  We will each fill out a score card.  The highest and lowest scores will be thrown out, and the average of the remaining scores will be the grade for each week.  The average of all weeks’ scores will determine 20% of your final grade.

Short Papers or Projects.  You will be required to turn in two substantial papers and/or projects. The papers or projects will consist mainly of your application of and reaction to the readings and discussions, but some research may also be necessary.  I will give out paper or project assignments at least one week before they are due.  You should be prepared to present your papers or projects in class.  The papers or projects will account for 30% of your final grade—15% for each one.    Hand-written papers will not be accepted.  I will, however, accept papers submitted via e-mail or on disk.  All papers or project text must be backed up so that a second copy can be turned in if requested.  Failure to turn in a back-up copy when requested will result in a grade of zero for the paper or project.

Exam.  The only exam will be a final exam. It will be an essay exam. The final will be worth 20% of your grade.   

Final Grades.  The final course grade will be based on your final score out of 100 possible points.  Since the grade is based on mastery of the material, it is theoretically possible for everyone to earn an A.

The grading scale is:




Grades are based on:

98 – 100 A+
92 – 97 A
90 – 91 A-

Participation

20 points

88 – 89 B+
82 – 87 B
80 – 81 B-

Leader - paper
10 points

78 – 79 C+
72 – 77 C
70 – 71 C-

Leader - rating
20 points

68 – 69 D+
62 – 67 D
60 – 61 D-

Paper/Project I
15 points

59 and below F




Paper/Project II
15 points








Final Exam

20 points








Total 


100 points

Conduct
You are expected to conduct yourself in accordance with the highest standards of academic honesty.  The university’s Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work.  Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development.  A few students get into trouble because they are unaware of what constitutes academic misconduct.  Academic misconduct includes cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, interference (e.g., stealing another student’s work), violating course rules, and facilitating academic dishonesty.  Academic misconduct could result in failure for an assignment (typically a grade of zero) or for the course or even in expulsion from the university.  The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://sa.sjsu.edu/student_conduct.  My punishments will be in accordance with university policies—I will not tolerate academic misconduct.

You are also expected to respect the right of your fellow students to learn.  You should make sure that cell phones, text devices, radios, games, and so forth are turned off prior to class.  You should not talk excessively, interrupt class just to hear yourself talk, ask questions irrelevant to the material at hand, or make odd or annoying gestures or noises that distract others.  Finally, you must maintain a respectful demeanor toward your fellow students regardless of your personal assessments of them.  Failure to conduct yourself according to the standards set forth here may result in a lower participation grade.  More serious violations may result in me withdrawing you from the course.

My Commitment to You
Fortunately for me, I get paid respectably to do exactly what I love:  research and teach sociology.  On the other hand, you, your family, and the citizens of the state of California are investing vast resources in your education.  You deserve an experience worthy of that investment.  Therefore, I strive to provide you with an excellent educational experience through effective teaching.  It is appropriate for you to expect me to be an expert in sociology and a master at developing your understanding of sociology.   In teaching I make a commitment to:  (1) help you recognize the importance of what you are learning; (2) focus on the most important issues; (3) maintain an atmosphere that facilitates learning; (4) be approachable and responsive to all students, regardless of background; and (5) to structure assignments and to grade in ways that enhance your learning and provide accurate and meaningful evaluations of your performance.   If I fail to meet these goals, please let me know so that I may improve my teaching.  After all, “doctor” literally means “teacher.”  If you refer to me by that title, you should expect me to fulfill that role.

Disabilities
I believe strongly in the right of everyone to have equal access to learning.  If you have a specific disability that may be addressed with academic accommodations, please notify me as soon as possible.  I will work with you to ensure that you have a positive learning experience.  You should inform me of necessary course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated.  Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with DRC to establish a record of their disability.  This office is located in Administration Building, Room 110.  I am inclined, however, to address other needs that may not be verifiable disabilities.  Therefore, if you are not registered with DRC, you should still discuss your issues to see if I may help.  Many disabilities require extended time for exams; my policy is to allow extended time for all students on all exams.
Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.
Learning Assistance Resource Center
The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The LARC website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/.

SJSU Writing Center 
The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff/.

Peer Mentor Center
The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop –in basis, no reservation required. Website of Peer Mentor Center is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/.

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic calendar web page located at http://www.sjsu.edu/academic_programs/calendars/academic_calendar/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.
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Course Schedule

The schedule is subject to change with fair notice to the class during class sessions. 
PF = Personal Furlough, AF = All Faculty Furlough; C=Corsaro; H=Harris; A=Website
	Week
	Date
	Topics                                    Readings, Assignments

	1
	August 24
August 26
	Introduction


C: xi-xiv; H: xi-xviii
Historical and Cultural Issues
C: 61-81; H: 78-96; Info Sheets Due

	2


	August 31
September 2
	Language and Socialization
A: 1-5

The Nurture Assumption
H:    1-53; 97-122

	3


	September 7
September 9
	Labor Day                               Workers of the world, unite!
Interpretive Reproduction 
C: 1-44

	4


	Sept 14
Sept 16
	Children’s Peer Cultures
C: 109-132; H: 146-217
Media



A: 6-9

	5


	Sept 21
Sept 23
	PF                                            Penny wise, dollar foolish.
Sharing and Control
 
C: 133-160

	6


	Sept 28
Sept 30
	Conflict and Peer Relations
C: 161-189; H: 123-145
PF                                            Money often costs too much.

	7


	October 5
October 7
	Race Relations

A: 10-11
Emerging Adolescence:
C: 191-223; A: 12

	8


	October 12

October 14
	Gender and Friendship
H: 218-263; A: 13-14
Welcome to the Dollhouse

	9


	October 19
October 21
	AF                                           Read my lips, no new taxes!
Discussion of Film 

	10


	October 26

October 28
	Paper/Project Presentations
Paper/Project I Due
Paper/Project Presentations

	11


	November 2

November 4
	Family



C: 83-108; H: 54-77; A: 15
                                                C: 225-249; A: 16

	12


	November 9

Nov 11
	Poverty
                        C: 251-275; A: 17-18
Veterans Day                          Freedom is never free.

	13


	Nov 16

Nov 18
	Violence
                        C: 275-282; A: 19
“Save the Children!”

A: 21-22

	14


	Nov 23

Nov 25
	Sexuality


A: 23-26
                                                A: 27-29

	15


	Nov 30

December 2
	The Future of Childhood
H: 328-362; C: 283-310; A: 30
Paper/Project Presentations 
Paper/Project II Due

	16


	December 7
	Presentations

	Final 
	Fri, Dec 11
	9:45 AM – 12:00 PM


Grade Worksheet for Soci 178, Sociology of Childhood
	Section
	Proportional Grade 

(percentage with decimal moved left two places)
	Possible Points for Section
	Earned Points for Section

	Participation:
	             _._ _
	          x 20
	     = ____

	Leader – paper:
	             _._ _
	          x 10
	     = ____

	Leader – rating:
	             _._ _
	          x 20
	     = ____

	Paper/Project I:
	             _._ _
	          x 15
	     = ____

	Paper/Project II:
	             _._ _
	          x 15
	     = ____

	Final Exam
	             _._ _
	          x 20
	     = ____

	To calculate final grade:
	Enter proportional grades for each section, multiply by possible points for each section, and enter the product of earned points for each section. The final grade is the sum of earned points.

	To calculate “current” grade:
	Enter proportional grades for each graded section, multiply by possible points for each section, and enter the product of earned points for each section. Add up the earned points for each graded section, and divide the sum of earned points by the sum of possible points for each graded section. The quotient is the “current” grade.


Example for “current” grade:

A student who has a participation of 90 (usually a guess), Leader – paper grade of 80, Leader – rating grade of 95, and Paper/project I grade of 75 wants to know her current grade. Using the worksheet, she would get the following:

	Section
	Proportional Grade 

(percentage with decimal moved left two places)
	Possible Points for Section
	Earned Points for Section

	Participation:
	             _.90
	          x 20
	     = 18

	Leader – paper:
	             _.80
	          x 10
	     = 8

	Leader – rating:
	             _.95
	          x 20
	     = 19

	Paper/Project I:
	             _.75
	          x 15
	     = 11.25

	Paper/Project II:
	             _._ _
	          x 15
	     = ____

	Final Exam
	             _._ _
	          x 20
	     = ____

	Earned Points
	÷  Possible Points
	=  “Current” Grade

	56.25 (18 + 8 + 19 + 11.25) 
	÷  65 (20 + 10 + 20 + 15) 
	=  86.5, B
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