Child’s Play
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Bonobo adult plays with an infant


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Childhood is the product of the fact that primates are social and that we are slow learners—that is, we are not born knowing how to protect ourselves and how to obtain food. Remember the macaque infants raised with wire mothers by Harry Harlow; None of the males successfully copulated and when the females were artificially impregnated, they either ignored their infants or were aggressive toward them. There is clearly a time period when young primates are primarily engaged in learning the physical and social skills that will allow them to survive and reproduce. During the period when young primates are physically weaker than adults and sexually immature, they are also assigned to a lower place in the hierarchy than adults. In some species, juvenile males may be killed by non-related senior males; but in general, immature primates are fed and protected.


So far, most scientists
think that one big
difference between
man and non-human
primates is that
humans actively teach
behavior to their
offspring, while
juvenile primates learn
from observation.
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Termite fishing


Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the more interesting findings about primate tool use has been that females are more likely to initiate tool use than males. 


Dr. Savage-Rumbaugh and Kanzi


Presenter
Presentation Notes
For awhile, it was thought that the acquisition of language was a uniquely human trait based on our superior intelligence. However, after primatologists like Dr. Savage-Rumba succeeded in teaching bonobos to use a great variety of symbols, it was concluded that non-human primates’ lack of language skills might have more to do with the physical structure of their palate and larynx than their mental capabilities. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Researchers speculate that the change in skull structure between primates and man which created more distance between the larynx and the soft palate allowed for freer movement of the tongue. This made it possible to create a more varied repertoire of sounds—including the production of vowels.



All human languages share three basic
features:

- Productivity - They can be used to create
new messages.

-Displacement - They can be used to send
messages without direct sensory contact.

- Arbitrariness - There is seldom a
connection between the symbols that
humans use and the events and properties
they represent.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ability to make a greater variety of sounds gave us the ability to develop complex cultures because we could create a great variety of messages and, most importantly, we could communicate about things that were not in the immediate vicinity. Humans had developed the ability to share their experience.▲


Learning from
Observation vs. Being
Taught



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of course, humans learn both by observation and from being taught. There are, for example, stories of great musicians who learned how to play from observation. But, most musicians learn from being taught a graded series of exercises which have become standard in our culture—like scales, for example.


Since parents, at
least
subconsciously,
realize that the
acquisition of
culture is their
offspring’s most
important survival
tool, it is not
surprising that in
many cultures
parents invest a lot
of time in language
development.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may be surprised to learn that baby talk really helps infants to learn. According to a study published by Psychology Professor Erik Thiessen from the Carnagie Mellon Institute: “Most adults speak to infants using so-called infant-directed speech: short, simple sentences coupled with higher pitch and exaggerated intonation. Researchers have long known that babies prefer to be spoken to in this manner. But Thiessen's research has revealed that infant-directed speech also helps infants learn words more quickly than normal adult speech. In a series of experiments, he and his colleagues exposed 8-month-old infants to fluent speech made up of nonsense words. The researchers assessed whether, after listening to the fluent speech for less than two minutes, infants had been able to learn the words. The infants who were exposed to fluent speech with the exaggerated intonation contour characteristic of infant-directed speech learned to identify the words more quickly than infants who heard fluent speech spoken in a more monotone fashion.” (http://www.news-medical.net/?id=8455)


Even from an early
age, parents teach
their infants about the
specific culture they
have been born to
through speech.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your reading for today included a short paper on the analysis of maternal speech to infants in four countries: Argentina, France, Japan, and the United States. A  team of researchers discovered  that even when speaking to very young infants, mothers were reflecting the cultural assumptions of their culture. All the mothers talked to the younger babies, those who were five months old,  more about feelings than facts. When they talked to older children they conveyed more instructions and information about the environment. All of the mothers also talked more to their children as they approached their first birthday. However, Japanese mothers used more “affect-salient” speech overall, that is, they were more likely to talk about feelings and to use more “baby-talk” such as nonsense words, song, and onomatopoeia. The Japanese mothers put more emphasis on building an emotional bond with the baby by essentially speaking what they perceived to be their infant’s language. In contrast, the Argentine mothers used more direct statements which may reflect a more authoritarian child-rearing system. U.S. mothers used more questions in talking to their infants. This may relate to our cultural emphasis on independence and social equality. French mothers included less factual information in their discussions with older children and talked to them somewhat less, perhaps indicating a preference for creating emotional closeness over stimulating achievement. You should also note that not all culture value communication with infants. Some like the Lakuli believe children have no understanding  (Lancey, pg. 275)


Physical
Development



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Infants first learn to control the muscles of their head and neck, then their abdomen, and, finally, their legs. Girls are born with more advanced skeletal and neurological systems than boys. But, while there are physical commonalities in development, cultural expectations are also at work on physical development. Jamaican mothers expect their children to walk sooner than English or Indian mothers (Hopkins and Westra 1989 in Paludi). Some cultures, and some parents, just put more emphasis on physical development than others. 





Sometimes the cultural
expectation is that children
will learn physical skills as
part of play.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
For others, strength and coordination are economic survival skills. 


Although we think of playing
as a definitive aspect of
childhood, some children are
not allowed to play for a
variety of reasons.

Nepalese Kumari

Chanira Bajracharya

Muammar Gaddafi meets nine year old king
of the Toro in Uganda on the sixth
anniversary of the king’s reign


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Child kings and queens are not a thing of the past. There are still children in the world whose social and religious responsibilities deny them what we would consider a normal childhood. For example:
“Isolated from family and friends, the young "living goddesses" of Nepal are revered, their every need accounted for and their every motion interpreted as divine instruction. From the age of four, many girls chosen as "kumaris" live their childhood lives through a series of rituals, having little contact with the outside world. Those most revered are forbidden from letting their feet touch the floor. . . While lesser kumaris attend school and lead relatively normal lives, the most important are confined to special "kumari houses" and only allowed out for religious ceremonies. “  (www.telegraph.co.uk) 


Infanta Margarita Teresa
de Espana

A Changing Concept of
Childhood

Children of Charles 1


Presenter
Presentation Notes
According to some researchers (Sharar 1990), the idea of childhood was limited to the upper class in Europe. Children of the lower class began working about age seven. With the advent of Calvinism, which included the belief that humans were steeped in original sin, the idea that children had to be shaped morally developed. The Puritans were the first to propose specific responsibilities in child-rearing. They wrote over 100 tracts on the subject. (Lancey, pg 277)
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Children from a London Workhouse


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hard work was seen as a weapon in the battle against evil and children were not to be spared. 


The problem of working children is not a
historical one, or limited to the west.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many parents in many cultures would prefer that their children work rather than play.


Child laborer, Newberry, South Carolina,
1908


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1900, the U.S. census revealed that some two million children were working in mines, mills, factories, and on the streets. 


In 1833, the British government introduced
the Factory Act specifying:

-No child workers under 9 years of age

-Employers must have a medical or age certificate
for child workers

- Children between the ages of 9-13 to work no
more than 9 hours a day

- Children between 13-18 to work no more than 12
hours a day

- Children are not to work at night
- Two hours schooling each day for children

- Four factory inspectors appointed to enforce the
law throughout the whole of the country.

(http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some have suggested that the introduction of universal education was intended more to contain unemployed children than to educate them (Rose 1991). At this point in history, it is possible that not many working class people in the west placed a value on education.  




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The attitude of working class parents was, and is, very different in Asia where the education of  sons was sometimes the only available avenue of social advancement for the family. 


But, in the west, the
idea that children were
innately mischievous
and in need of shaping
and containment
persisted.

& ety
A DISTINCTION
Tre "Goop PARSR™ (o applicant for dnstruction in the Night Schook] :
“Have you Lesn conlrmed, my bow 2"
Bor (besitating): * Please. sir—=]—don't know.”
Parsoy @ " You understoned me; hos the Biehop loid his hands on you 3"
Lov: *Oh, ae, aig, but kis Keeper have, als—very eften, sir!”



Mrs Emmeline Pankhurst (sixth from left) welcomes hunger strikers from prison,
September, 1909


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Anthony Platt (1982) argues that childhood, as we know it today, was actually the product of the feminist movement at the turn of the century. Besides the elevation of the status of women, suffragettes emphasized the role of nuclear family. They also wanted to make a clear distinction between their legal status as adult women and that of children. 


Two girls wearing banners with slogan "ABOLISH CHI[ILD] SLAVERY!!" in
English and Yiddish, one carrying American flag; spectators stand nearby.
Probably taken during May 1, 1909 labor parade in New York City.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The legal status of children changed significantly with the abolition of child labor. The idea that the state rather than the parents would determine the treatment of children was revolutionary. “The first child labor bill in the United States, the Keating-Owen bill of 1916, was based on Senator Albert J. Beveridge's proposal from 1906 and used the government's ability to regulate interstate commerce to regulate child labor. The act banned the sale of products from any factory, shop, or cannery that employed children under the age of 14, from any mine that employed children under the age of 16, and from any facility that had children under the age of 16 work at night or for more than 8 hours during the day.” 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
By 1918, every state required students to complete at least elementary school. The most common text for children were the McGuffey’s Readers. One hundred twenty million copies were sold between 1836 and 1960, placing them in a sales category only exceeded by Webster’s Dictionary and the Bible. “The lessons in the Readers encouraged standards of morality and society throughout the United States for more than a century. They emphasized work, independence, allegiance to country, and the importance of religious values. They were filled with morally instructive stories of strength, character, goodness and truth, and taught children to seek an education and continue to learn throughout their lives.” (Wikipedia) They were graded to the reading ability of different aged children and, correspondingly, had a great deal on influence on what Americans thought the achievements of children of various ages should be. 


With the advent of near universal
schooling, children’s lives became
divided between periods of formal
education and play.

Colorado County farm children, 1920


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of course, many children continued to help on family farms and with family businesses in a seasonal or more limited way. 


The Little Rascals
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The advent of the motion picture industry  created new images for American children. “Our Gang, also known as The Little Rascals or Hal Roach's Rascals, was a long-lived series of American comedy short film about a troupe of poor neighborhood children and the adventures they had together. Our Gang was produced at the Roach studio starting in 1922 as a silent short subject series.  . .The series, one of the best-known and most successful in cinema history, is noted for showing children behaving in a relatively natural way. While child actors are often groomed to imitate adult acting styles, steal scenes, or deliver "cute" performances, the series, one of the best-known and most successful in cinema history, is noted for showing children behaving in a relatively natural way. (Wikipedia)




Presenter
Presentation Notes
One child star who auditioned for the “Little Rascals” was Shirley Temple. Already famous and with a notorious stage mother, she didn’t make the cut. “Temple worked at Educational [studio] from 1932 to 1933, and appeared in two series of short subjects for the studio. Her first series, Baby Burlesks, satirized recent motion pictures and politics. In the series "Baby Burlesks", Temple would dress up in a diaper, but then be wearing adult clothes everywhere else.  . . “ (Wikipedia) She made a total for forty films, twenty of which were for Fox Studios. In 16 of these 20 films, she played a child with one dead parent. It was supposed to have the effect of encouraging adults watchers to identify as her parent, but she also presented a model for independent little girls. Unfortunately, her attentions were usually focused on “seducing” a male protector and she ultimately contributed a great deal to the sexualization of little girls. A talented tap dancer, she performed most notably with Bill ”Bojangles” Robinson. Because of the racial difference, scenes of her holding hands with him had to be deleted when the films were shown in the South. All in all, she was considered a symbol of optimism, particularly during the depression. Franklin Roosevelt said  “as long as our country  has Shirley Temple, we will be all right.” (Wikipedia)


The Donna Reed
Show

Howdy Doodie The 1958 Lassie Family


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The advent of television in the 1950’s standardized images of childhood in America. If you were to believe them—all children were white, healthy, upper middle-class, and lived in two parent households in suburbia. Boys were the focus of the plot and girls usually tagged along with an occasional burst of protest or pouted. 


The Mickey Mouse Club



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The true revolution in children’s programming came when Walt Disney introduced the Mickey Mouse Club in 1955. The program ended in 1955 but continued to influence generations of children through syndication. The marketing geniuses at Disney realized that television gave them the opportunity to sell directly to children. They started with hats, books, and records and extended the experience with the Disneyland theme park. The entertainment was deemed so innocent and wholesome that the word “Disney” came to represent a whole world of desirable materialism to children. 


In 1968, Diahann
Carroll broke new
ground in the
television
portrayal of
child-rearing in
Julia.
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Julia with Diahann Carroll


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this short-running series,  she portrayed a single black, working mother trying to raise her child after the death of her husband in Vietnam. Some considered the series unrealistic because she lived in a fancy apartment and was untroubled by the racial issues of the time. The series was, however, the first to portray a black child in a non-slapstick way. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Television not only restructured the image of children, but it restructured their time. At first the family would gather to watch a single television. The media was quick to tout the concept of this passive activity being “quality” family time.


The proliferation of
television programming
and the increasing
number of screens per
household has meant that
most children now watch
television unsupervised.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Families seldom watch the same programming and advertisers are increasingly aggressive in selling expensive toys and marginally nutritious food to small children. Programming is being aimed at an increasingly younger audience. 


Snapshots

Today, the
biggest
problem
parents face
is scheduling.

Technology continues to improve communication.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In general, young families depend on two incomes and child-rearing is left to professional educators and day-care providers. According to the Neilsen rating system, the average American family has a television playing somewhere in the house for 8 ½ hours a day. Parents spend 31 hours a week watching television vs. 38 minutes conversing with their children. (www.trashyourtv.com)


Interestingly, a
Kaiser Family
Foundation study
found that
children’s grades
are not affected by
television and
computer use, but
they are negatively
influenced by
computer gaming.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
(http://www.usatoday.com) Others think that television lies at the root of today’s increasing  problems with Attention Deficit Disorder. According to Gloria DeGaetano: “The earlier children acquire a passive TV habit, the more likely attention span will not develop normally. Young children can be entrained to keep watching TV. The faster pace of the images they are watching, the more likely they will keep watching and the more likely the child's attention span will be jerked around. The pacing of the TV program or movie determines that the child will watch one image for 3 seconds; another for seven seconds; another for five seconds, and so on. Since the images change rapidly so does the shift of the child's attention.” (http://users.stargate.net/~cokids/VisualMedia.html)


Gaming addiction is
becoming a cross-cultural
problem.

Gamers in Manila


Presenter
Presentation Notes
According to Wikipedia, “A Harris Interactive poll released in April of 2007 found that 8.5% of "youth gamers" in the United States could be "classified as pathological or clinically 'addicted' to playing video games."A British survey reported in November of 2006 indicated 12% of polled gamers exhibit addictive behaviors. Video game overuse is believed to be more of a problem in Asia. A governmental survey in South Korea estimated that 2.4% of South Koreans aged 9 to 39 are addicts, with 10.2 percent more "borderline cases.“ Three television channels in Korea broadcast nothing but professional computer game matches 24 hours a day. 


So, is it time to pull the plug on the television,
quit your job, and dedicate everything to
spending quality time with your offspring?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Probably not, David F. Lancey points out that actually playing with children tends to be a phenomenon associated with educated, upper class parents in the west. In most of the world, parents are too busy working for such activities. He also points out that “infants need no incentive or guidance to play with objects; they are programmed to do so.” (Lancey 279)




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today’s children are under increasing stress from media input, from the demands of a competitive school system, because of the competitive “over-scheduling” of “helicopter parents”; and because parents themselves are under stress. So, what can we do to give childhood back to children?


@ 2003 jerery ginshers

Hmong Children Playing



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just let them play!


.Who are the child-rearing authorities in our
culture?

.How does the state limit the authority of
parents?

.How do child-rearing strategies differ between
ethnicities?

.How do you think the state could contribute to
improving child-rearing in the U.S.?

.If there were no economic consequences, would
you prefer to work or take care of your child?

.What do you think about “stay-at-home” dads?
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