Preparation for Final – Western Religions – Spring 2012 - Rycenga

The final exam for this class is Monday May 21, from 6:00 to 8:15 pm.

All rewrites, late assignments, and extra credit work are due IN HARD COPY to the professor’s office by 9:00 am on Monday May 21. Do NOT assume that emailing something is sufficient, unless you get an email back saying “received and printed.” Otherwise you are still obligated to get the hard copy to me on campus. No rewrites or extra credit work will be accepted at the exam. This is not negotiable. Hard copies can be dropped off at Clark 419 if the professor is not in her office at Clark 414N.

There are two sections to the final. 
The FIRST SECTION is a thirty-item match test, where you match the letters to the numbered spaces, as in the example below the list. Do not draw lines: fill in the number. Each term is worth 1 points (30 points for the section). The terms in the first column will be drawn from the list of 40 terms given below


70 CE
312 CE
622 CE
1054 CE
1258 CE
1517 CE
1948 CE
Abbasid dynasty (aka Abbasid Caliphate)
Anglican Reformation
Ashkenazi Jews
Ayatollah Khomeini
beguines
canonization
Catholic Reformation  
Crusades
Elizabeth I
Francis of Assisi
Hildegard von Bingen
ibn Sina (Avicenna)
Iranian Revolution
Jean Calvin
Jewish diaspora
Judah Ha-Levi
Justinian
Kabbalah
Magisterial Reformation
Martin Luther
Moses de Leon
Moses Maimonides
Mu’awiya
Mughul Empire
Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab
Osama bin Laden
Pope Gregory the Great 
Pope Urban II
Radical Reformation
Sayyid Qutb
Sephardic Jews
Talmud
Zohar



(fictional example of what a match test looks like)
a. San Jose State	_______ 1. has a Spanish colonial Presidio
b. City of San Jose	_______ 2. campus of Cal State closest to Mexico
c. City of San Francisco	_______ 3. the capital of Silicon Valley
d. San Diego State			_______ 4. the capital of learning in Silicon Valley


The SECOND SECTION of the final exam will consist of four short essays drawn from the six presented below. Of the four that show up on the final, you will choose two (and only two) to do. I will grade only the first two essays you write; nothing after that will be read (in other words, no extra credit)

1. Describe the cosmologies of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, using the additional book you read (Sarah, Hagar and their Children, or Nathan the Wise, or Peoples of the Book, or Children of Abraham, or A Vanished World) as the source of examples and explanations. Be sure to include the basic beliefs and style characteristics of each religion. Remember: you are trying to convince me that you both read the book, and could explain the religions to a beginner.

2. Describe the differences between Shi’ite and Sunni Islam. Provide a brief history of each sect’s development, and discuss what their respective situations are in the world today. 

3.  What ongoing influences from ancient polytheisms, paganism, and classical philosophy can be found in the three Abrahamic Religions? Answer this both historically and in the contemporary world.  Give at least one example from each religion, preferably more.

4.  Define mysticism, and discuss the significance of mysticism in each of the Abrahamic religions.  Consider how, and if, each Abrahamic religion holds both supporters and critics of mysticism.

5.  What are the main features of the Protestant Reformation? How does it transform the history of Christianity? How did the Catholic Church respond?

6.  From the list below, select one person from each column and then place those four people in a dialogue where each person states the strongest case for the rationality of their religion’s cosmology. Place each person in their context and provide enough background on them so that I am convinced you know who they are and what they represent. This can be done in the form of a dialogue/debate, or as an essay comparing their positions. You should not pick a winner, but rather allow the discussion to represent the integrity of each religion in turn. This exact list will be reproduced on the final if this question is chosen.
(what a dialogue would look like):
Plato: Glad to be in this discussion; I myself have always preferred dialogue to dogma.
Jesus: Let me tell you a parable about the Kingdom of Heaven…
Rumi: Oh, please do, because I can turn that into a poem.
Ha-Levi: I’ll write a poem, too, as long as I can be in Jerusalem when I write it.
Classical Paganism	Judaism	Christianity	Islam
Hypatia	Abraham	Jesus	Muhammad
Plato	Sarah	Constantine	‘Ali
Aristotle	Hagar	Paul	Khadijah
Julian the Apostate	Moses	Martin Luther	al-Wahhab	
Akhenatan	Maimonides	Hildegard	Rumi
Gilgamesh	Judah Ha-Levi	Constantine	ibn Sina
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