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San José State University
Humanities Department
Religious Studies/Humanities/Middle East Studies 70A
Western Religions
Section 2, Spring 2012
	Instructor:
	Dr. Jennifer Rycenga

	Office Location:
	Clark Hall 414N

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-1367 (office)

(650) 440-0063 (cell, best number, but don’t call on weekends except for emergencies)

	Email:
	jrycenga@earthlink.net (please use this instead of sjsu address)

	Office Hours:
	Monday and Wednesday 2:30 - 4:30 pm (14:30-16:30)

	Class Days/Time:
	Monday evenings 18:00 – 20:45 (6:00 – 8:45 pm)

	Classroom:
	Dudley Moorhead Hall 226B (DMH 226B)

	GE Category: 
	C2, Lower Division


Course Description 

Catalog Description: Primitive beginnings to present expressions such as Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Jewish, Christian, and Islamic. Structure and dynamics manifest in sacred texts, institutions, rituals, central figures and movements. Emphasis on living religions and their traditional roots. 
Professor's additional description: We will focus on the history of the three most significant and related monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Themes to be explored include religion and politics, religion and women, mysticism, and the co-existence and intolerance that have marked the history of interaction between these faiths. Please note that this is not a course on the Bible or the Qur’an; the course surveys the traditions rather than arguing for or against their truth claims or scriptural support systems.
Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

Some bureaucratically-minded folks are convinced that upper-division college classes should be as tightly regulated as elementary school lesson plans.  Your professor disagrees with their policies, and is not afraid to say so publicly.  However, to fulfill the letter of the law (while scorning its spirit), I provide here the list of overly generalized learning objectives, and which assignments will form the basis of my assessment of your learning.  Do be aware, though, that the real assessment - the grade you earn - is based on every assignment, and classroom participation, not just a few discrete events as described below.  I regret having to waste space and time telling you this, but so goes the law.

GE Area C2 Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Recognize how significant human accomplishments illuminate enduring concerns. You will be assessed in this in your participation in the group project, and your final exam.
2. Respond to such accomplishments by writing both research-based critical analyses and personal responses. You will be assessed on this in your research paper (research-based), and in the quizzes (personal responses)
3. Write clearly and effectively. You will be assessed on the effectiveness of your writing in your Local Religious Survey paper, the quizzes, and all other assignments that call for written expression.

4. (specific to this course) Recognize and analyze religious traditions of the West in their similarities and differences throughout history and in their present manifestations. This will be assessed in your quizzes and the final exam.

5. (specific to this course) Engage in comparative analysis of different traditions from the perspective of religious pluralism and cultural diversity in the West. This will be assessed on the final exam.
Topics Covered in the Class 


• Ancient Middle Eastern World: Mesopotamia, Egypt, Minoan Crete, Greece, Rome

• History, Structures, and Varieties of Judaism

• History, Structures, and Varieties of Christianity

• History, Structures, and Varieties of Islam

• Periods of Cooperation between the Peoples of the Book

• Periods of Conflict between the Peoples of the Book

• Contemporary Situation of the Abrahamic Traditions

Required Texts/Readings 

Textbook

Oxtoby and Hussain
World Religions: Western Traditions
Additional Book for Paper (you will choose only one of these)

Trible
Hagar, Sarah, and Their Children

Lowney
Vanished World

Lessing
Nathan the Wise
Brooks
People of the Book

Peters
The Children of Abraham
Other Readings

Other required readings will be available on the class website, as announced in class. It is also a good idea to download or bookmark electronic versions of the Qur’an and the Bible (both Testaments, and have these with you in class), keeping in mind that this is not a class on the veracity of scripture but on the history of these traditions.
Other equipment/material requirements

Have a good map of the world handy, and a dictionary!

Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging 

Copies of the course materials such as the syllabus, major assignment handouts, etc. may be found on my faculty web page. My main page is http://www.sjsu.edu/people/jennifer.rycenga/ , and the specific page for this course can be accessed from it, or found at  http://www.sjsu.edu/people/jennifer.rycenga/courses/WesternREL/  .  The professor recommends book-marking these non-intuitive addresses as soon as possible. 

You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU (the professor has been known to use this mechanism to send messages and interesting news stories).  If this email defaults to your parents, stay in touch with them!

Library Liaison

Peggy Cabrera

Phone: (408) 808-2034 
Email: peggy.cabrera@sjsu.edu  
Classroom Protocol

1.
The Religious Studies classroom is a no-proselytizing zone!  We are engaged in the academic, comparative study of religion.  There will be no attempt on the part of any student to convince other students of the truth or falsehood of any given belief.  Absolutely no threats of eternal damnation, or promises of eternal reward, are to be enunciated by the professor or the students.  The purpose of Religious Studies is NOT to evaluate the truth claims made by religions, but to understand the interpretive systems established by religions as a part of human life.  As long as we are in the classroom, the professor has no stake in whether or not a given religious assertion is true or false in the ultimate sense, nor will such questions be entertained.

2.
Try to be on time; it is both responsible and respectful.

3.
If you must eat in class, try to bring something not overwhelmingly fragrant, or really noisy (e.g. Nacho Cheese Doritos would violate both rules), or really messy.  

4.
Please place your name prominently atop all written work, including in-class work.

5.
Turn off all text messaging devices and cell phones.  You may have your computer on for taking notes, but please don't surf the internet when the professor or your fellow students are talking.  I am a realist: I know this is happening.  But it is disrespectful, much as reading a newspaper when someone else is talking.

6.
Be respectful of others in class discussions.  Those who violate the common etiquette of good dialogue can receive a lower grade for class participation. 

7.
Be certain to check the professor's faculty page, and the page for this course, in case of changes, study guides, etc.  Check the website before emailing the professor if you are looking for an assignment.

8.
While this professor is often glued to her email account, she also has a penchant for traveling to remote natural areas without email or cell phone coverage.  She will respond as quickly as she can, but do not expect always-instantaneous response.

Assignments and Grading Policy

This course will give you plenty of opportunities for written work.  There are eleven short in-class quizzes, one more extensive mid-term quiz, and a final exam. For the mid-term and final you will receive a study guide at the end of the class session prior to the test.  The regular short quizzes will be based on reading and class discussion, and generally will not have study guides.  If you are attending class and doing your homework, these should not be difficult for you.  There are two short papers. The first one, the Local Landscape Paper, consists of an inventory of religious organizations and expressions in your neighborhood. Instructions will be given in class. The second paper is based on a book, from a selection of five, that you have chosen and read, in which the three traditions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam interact. More instructions and paper choices will be provided.  There is also a group project, based on celebratory practices of one of the religions being studied.  Each student will participate in a group that presents the rationale, history, variety, and material culture of a regular ritual from a specific religion.  More instructions, and an assignment of topics, will be given in class. Unless otherwise noted, papers are to be typed and double-spaced with standard margins.  I insist that you use standard bibliographic formats, and proofread your papers.  If grammar or spelling errors are rife through a paper, they may affect your grade.  I will have no mercy on papers that are plagiarized, either intentionally or unintentionally.  Full footnoting of all sources, including paraphrases, is required. This professor encourages re-writes on papers; college is the ideal time to practice your writing. Any paper with a grade below 90 can be re-written without asking the professor for permission. For this class, this rule applies to the Local Landscape Paper and the Research Paper only. Please note carefully the two Absolute Rules for rewrites!

The Two Absolute Rules for Rewrites

1) You must genuinely and substantively rewrite the paper, not just correcting spelling and grammar errors.  Indeed, you must rethink, reconceptualize, and revise (a "revision/re-vision" is a seeing-again, seeing something anew). Papers which are merely 'corrected' are unlikely to warrant a substantial change of grade. You should be self-critical, assessing how you can improve. This means both heeding my professorial advice, and spending the time to incorporate your own perception on how your work can improve.

2) You must hand in the graded original along with the new, revised version

Schedule and Weight of Assignments 

Quizzes
most classes
45%
9 highest of 11
Local Survey
March 12
10%
Mid-Term
March 19
10%

Paper based on Book
April 16
10%

Group Presentation
May 14
5%
Final Exam
May 25
20%

All assignments are graded on a 0-100 scale as follows:

92-100 = A
90-91 = A-
88-89 = B+
82-87 = B
80-81 = B-,
78-79 = C+

72-77 = C
70-71 = C-
68-69 = D+
62-67 = D
60-61 = D-
below 60 = F 

University Policies

Academic integrity

Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is available at http://sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/faculty_and_staff/academic_integrity/index.html. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/ to establish a record of their disability.
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic calendar web page located at http://www.sjsu.edu/academic_programs/calendars/academic_calendar/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes.   Information about the latest changes is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.
Student Technology Resources, Learning Assistance Resource Center, SJSU Writing Center & Peer Mentor Center
Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The LARC website is located at http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc/.
The SJSU Writing Center, located in Room 126 in Clark Hall, is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff/.

The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop–in basis, no reservation required. The Peer Mentor Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/

RELS/HUM/MDES 70A: Western Religions
Spring 2011, Section 1 - Class Schedule

This schedule is subject to change with fair notice.

Attend class and check the website for changes and assignments.

	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	January 30
	Introduction to the Class and to Each Other

In-Class Writing – ungraded diagnostic

	2


	February 6
	How to Study Religion

Reading – Website: Basic Vocabulary, Vocabulary to Avoid

	3


	February 13
	Background to Western Traditions I: Mesopotamia and Egypt

Reading – Oxtoby and Hussain 2-65

Assignment – Quiz on Basic Vocabulary

	4


	February 20
	Background to Western Traditions II: Greece and Rome

Reading – Read the entirety of Plato’s Symposium, available on-line at http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/1600 (you are offered a variety of formats for downloading at this portal). This version contains an extensive introduction, which is not required, but good optional reading.

Assignment – Quiz on Mesopotamia and Egypt

	5


	February 27
	Judaism I: Structures, Ideas, and Ancient Hebrew Religion
Reading – Oxtoby and Hussain 66-98

Assignment – Quiz on Symposium

	6


	March 5
	Christianity I: Founding Structures and History
Reading – Oxtoby and Hussain 164-193

Assignment – Quiz on Early Judaism

	7


	March 12
	Islam I: Ideas, Context and Early History
Reading – Oxtoby and Hussain 266-305 

Assignment – Local Religious Landscape Paper 
Assignment – Quiz on Christian Origins 

	8


	March 19
	Judaism II: Rabbinic Judaism, Diaspora, Medieval Judaism
Reading – Oxtoby and Hussain 98-120

Assignment – MIDTERM 

	9


	April 2
	Christianity II: Gregory to Luther: Power to Shape the Social Order
Reading – Oxtoby and Hussain 193-209

Assignment – Quiz on Jewish Diaspora and Rabbinic Judaism

	10


	April 9
	Islam II: Medieval Islam: Expansion, Law, Mysticism, Philosophy
Assignment – Quiz on Medieval Christianity

	11


	April 16 
	Christianity III: The Reformation and Modern Christian Diversity
Reading – Oxtoby and Hussain 209-265

Assignment – Paper on book

Assignment – Quiz on Medieval Islam

	12


	April 23
	Judaism III: Modernity, Holocaust, and the Jewish State of Israel
Reading – Oxtoby and Hussain 120-162

Assignment – Quiz on Reformation

	13


	April 30
	Islam III: Islam in the Modern World
Reading – Oxtoby and Hussain 305-320

Assignment – Quiz on Modern Judaism

	14


	May 7
	American Manifestations of Judaism, Christianity and Islam
Reading – Oxtoby and Hussain 388-389, 397-421
Assignment – Quiz on Modern Islam

	15


	May 14
	Group Presentations and End-of-semester Reflections
Reading – Oxtoby and Hussain xv-xvi, 424-439

Assignment – Group Presentations on Rituals

	Final Exam


	May 21
	Final Exam – regular class time (not what the schedule of classes says) – 6:00 pm in our regular room


Reference Works in the Study of Religion

Encyclopædia Judaica (DS102.8 E496, 16 vols.);

Encyclopedia of Buddhism (BQ128 .E62 2004, 2 vols.);

Encyclopedia of Monasticism (BL631 .E63 2000, 2 vols.);
Encyclopedia of Women and World Religion, Serinity Young, ed. (BL458 .E53 1999, 2 vols.)

The Encyclopædia of Islam (DS27 .E523 1986, 10 vols.);

The Encyclopedia of Politics and Religion, Wuthnow, editor (BL65.P7 E53, 1998, 2 vols.)

The Encyclopedia of Religion, Mircea Eliade, ed. in chief, (BL31 .E46 1987, 16 vols.);

The New Catholic Encyclopedia (BX841 .N44 1967, 17 vols.); (2nd ed., 2003, 15 vols.)

Encyclopedia of African and African-American Religions, Glazier, editor (BL2462.5 .E53 2001) 

Encyclopedia of American Religion and Politics, Djupe & Olson, editors (BL2525 .D58 2003);

Religions and American Cultures: An Encyclopedia of Cultures, Diversity, and Traditions, Laderman and Lèon, editors (BL2525 .R448 2003, 3 vols)

The Encyclopedia of American Religions, Seventh Edition. (BL2530.U6 .M443) 

Bibliography: this section on some works in the study of religion (not an exhaustive list!) is intended primarily to illustrate to you the proper use of bibliographic formats. This list illustrates two kinds of bibliographic form.  First is MLA format.

Eliade, Mircea, and Ioan P. Couliano, with Hillary S. Weisner. The Eliade Guide to World Religions.  San Francisco: Harper, 1991.  [This one-volume work contains thumb-nail sketches of thirty-three major world religions; quite useful for the Religious Studies major/minor.]
Marty, Martin.  Pilgrims in Their Own Land: 500 Years of Religion in America.  Boston: Little, Brown, 1984.  

Pelikan, Jaroslav. “The Two Cities: The Decline and Fall of Rome as Historical Paradigm.” Daedalus Volume 111, No. 3 (Summer 1982), pp. 85-91.
Schimmel, Annemarie. Mystical Dimensions of Islam. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1975. 

These items are in a social science format:

Adler, Margot

1986
Drawing Down the Moon: Witches, Druids, Goddess-Worshippers, and other Pagans in America Today.  Revised and Expanded Edition.  New York: Penguin/Arcana.

Asad, Talal

1993
Genealogies of Religion: Discipline and Reasons of Power in Christianity and Islam. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Bynum, Caroline Walker

1987
Holy Feast and Holy Fast: The Religious Significance of Food to Medieval Women. Berkeley, California: University of California Press.

Holladay, John S.

1987
Assyrian Statecraft and the Prophets. In Prophecy in Israel: Search for an Identity (ed. David L. Peterson), 122-143. Philadelphia: Fortress Press.

Jeffries, John W.  
1979
The Separation in the Canterbury Congregational Church: Religion, Family, and Politics in a Connecticut Town.  New England Quarterly 52:4:522-549.

Common Religious Studies Misspellings

I don't subtract for spelling when errors are incidental, but when they become endemic, I get annoyed.  If I detect that you don't care about the work you hand in, I get very annoyed indeed.  The words listed below are errors that not only occur commonly, but won't be detected by any computer Spell Check.  Please watch for them!
correct
incorrect

aisle (passageway)
isle (island)

allot (v. divide and distribute)
a lot (many [two words])

altar (n., platform used in ritual)
alter (v., to change)

angel (heavenly being)
angle (point where lines meet)

Arminian (a Protestant theology)
Armenian (about the region of Armenia)

ascetic (strict, severe, self-denying)
aesthetic (concerning beauty)

border (boundary line)
boarder (lodger, renter)

bored (uninterested)
board (a piece of wood)

covenant (agreement)
convent (nuns' residence)

dual (having two parts)
duel (contest or combat b/w two people)

eerie (weird, uncanny)
Erie (Great Lake; Native Amer. tribe)

flee (v. escape, run away)
flea (n. tiny biting insect)

hallow (v., make holy)
hollow (adj., empty)

holy (adj., sacred)
holly (a shrub w/ spiny leaves & berries)

immanent (internal, within)
imminent (impending)

immanent (internal, within)
eminent (distinguished)

meditation (contemplation)
mediation (negotiation)

midst (in the middle of)
mist (light fog, dew)

parish (ecclesiastical subdivision)
perish (v. to die, to be destroyed)

prophet (person who speaks for god)
profit (benefit, financial gain)

public (open to the entire community)
pubic (of or near the groin)

reign (royal rule, authority)
rein (strap or harness)

rigid (inflexible, strict, severe)
ridged (having a raised edge)

rite (ceremony, ritual)
right (correct)

sacred (holy, religious)
scared (afraid)

satan (chief demon in Christianity)
satin (a highly smooth textile)

suffering (pain)
suffrage (right to vote)

veil (covering for face and head)
vale (meadow)

warrior (one who engages in war)
worrier (one who worries excessively)

wretched (miserable)
retched (vomited)

Beware of confusing these common words

accept (to respond affirmatively)
except (to exclude, leave out)

belief (noun)
believe (verb)

beliefs (plural noun)
believes (verb)

coarse (lacking in delicacy)
course (a route or class taken, of course!)

creation (the act of creating)
creationism (literal belief in Genesis)

descent (lineage, or going downward)
decent (fitting, passable)

devote (verb)
devout (adjective)

diseased (ill)
deceased (dead - i.e., more than just ill)

doomed (fated to a bad end)
domed (covered with a circular roof)

form (shape; noun and verb)
from (preposition)

gentle (mild, kindly, not rough)
gentile (not Jewish)

halo (nimbus, light encircling a head)
hallow (make holy)

insight (excellent perception)
incite (to urge on)

lose (when you misplace something)
loose (not tight)

performed (done, acted)
preformed (already formed)

prayer (noun)
pray (verb)

prayers (plural noun)
prays (verb)

spirituality (one’s religious character)
spiritualism (belief in spirits of the dead)

sight (the power of seeing)   site (a location)   cite (to quote)

verses (plural of verse)
versus (opposing, vs.)

Memorable Grammar Hints
your professor assembled this from various sources,

including similar lists by William Safire and various college writing centers.

1. Verbs has to agree with their subjects.

2. Prepositions are not words to end sentences with.

3. And don't start a sentence with a conjunction.

4. It is wrong to ever split an infinitive.

5. Avoid cliches like the plague. (They're old hat).

6. Always avoid annoying alliteration.

7. Be more or less specific.

8. Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are (usually) unnecessary.

9. Also, too, never, ever use repetitive redundancies.

10. No sentence fragments. No comma splices, run-ons are bad too.

11. Contractions aren't helpful and shouldn't be used.

12. Foreign words and phrases are not apropos.

13. Do not be redundant; do not use more words than necessary; it's highly superfluous.

14. One should never generalize.

15. Comparisons are as bad as cliches.

16. Don't use no double negatives.

17. Eschew ampersands & abbreviations, etc.

18. One-word sentences? Eliminate.

19. Analogies in writing are like feathers on a snake.

20. The passive voice is to be ignored.

21. Eliminate commas, that are, not necessary. Parenthetical words however should be enclosed in commas.

22. Never use a big word when a diminutive one would suffice.

23. Kill all exclamation points!!!!

24. Use words correctly, irregardless of how others use them.

25. Understatement is probably not the best way to propose earth shattering ideas.

26. Use the apostrophe in it's proper place and omit it when its not needed.

27. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, "I hate quotations. Tell me what you know."

28. If you've heard it once, you've heard it a thousand times: resist hyperbole; not one writer in a million can use it correctly.

29. Puns are for children, not groan readers.

30. Go around the barn at high noon to avoid colloquialisms.

31. Even if a mixed metaphor sings, it should be derailed.

32. Who needs rhetorical questions?

33. Exaggeration is a million times worse than understatement.

34. Profanity is for assholes.
35. Use italics for emphasis sparingly.

36. Proofread carefully to see if you any words out.

