YOUR NAME ____________________________________

Strong Women Weekly – Preparation Assignment Instructions

Gender, Sexuality & Religion RELS/WOMS 131 - Spring 2012
The syllabus contains a list of topics (mostly people) for the "Daily Preparation Assignment."  Choose one and only one of the people listed as a topic for each week.  Then fill in the areas listed below, based on your research. In addition to this version with full instructions, I have provided a shortened but expandable version that you can use as a template once you have internalized the instructions.
Week # ____________________________ (each week has a number on syllabus)
Person/Movement Chosen ______________________

1a. Basic Biographical Information (Who, What, Where, When, Why - should include religious affiliations, basic field in which the woman/man made an impact religiously, and other achievements.  In this section you convince your readers that you could provide sufficient context and detailed information to explain the significance of this person to someone who did not know of her/him. You do not need to use citations here, but give sources below). 

1b. List sources from which you gleaned basic biographical information.  There should be at least three such sources, preferably with one of them being a book or another printed source (encyclopedia, journal, etc.)  Please use correct bibliographic format.  I prefer MLA, but will accept Chicago or APA, too.

Section 2. Locate either a primary source (a work written by this person) or an article from a scholarly journal about the person (or including the person prominently).  Read the article thoroughly, then give a summary of that article.  If you choose a primary source, clearly provide the context for it. If you choose a scholarly article, it should not be the main source for the basic biographical information obtained above; in fact, it should not be biographical in nature, but rather a presentation of a more developed scholarly argument about the person/movement in question. It is also best to avoid book reviews for this section. You can choose a book-length work for either primary or secondary source, but then you have to choose a smaller section to read in depth (a chapter of 10-20 pages is usually appropriate).

2a. Give a full citation, in correct format, for your chosen article.

2b. Give a brief summary of the primary source or article you read, enough to convince me that you a) read it (had a genuine encounter with it), b) understood it, and c) can convey the contents and their significance.

3a. What dimensions/themes of gender and religion did this person/movement help illuminate for you? One-two sentences
3b. What surprised or irked you about this person?  One-two sentences

3c.Speculate on another figure we've examined in this class to whom this week's person could be fruitfully compared/contrasted.  Give one-two sentences explaining your choice.

