Edward Carpenter (1844-1929)

1844 - born in England

1870 - while studying for the ministry, Carpenter is radicalized by the Paris Commune, a six-week takeover of Paris by its own citizens, who then governed themselves in a democratic manner before being brutally suppressed by the French government.  Women were prominent in the leadership of the Commune, which influenced Carpenter's proto-feminism

1873
publishes Narcissus, and other poems
1875
published play Moses; the work was revised and republished in 1909 as The Promised Land
1883 - the year that Carpenter says he became aware of Socialism as an articulated theory, is also the year that he publishes his major theoretical projection of a utopian society, Towards Democracy

1885
British Parliament passes a law against sodomy, with the express stated purpose of strengthening the family.  It is illegal to champion same-sex love under this law.
1887
continues his work as a socialist with England's Ideal and other Papers on Social Subjects
1889
publishes his work Civilization, Its Cause and Cure; and other Essays.  This popular work is revised five times in Carpenter's own life.

1892
As a result of travels in Asia, publishes From Adam's peak to Elephanta: sketches in Ceylon and India.  Unlike many British thinkers of the time, he is a strident critic of imperialism.
1894
The Manchester Labour Press publishes his pamphlets "Marriage in a Free Society" and "Woman, and her Place in a Free Society."  He also finishes his key work on same-sex sexuality, the brilliant pamphlet "Homogenic Love and Its Place in a Free Society."  

1895
The pamphlet "Homogenic Love and Its Place in a Free Society" is published by his socialist comrades at the Manchester Labour Press, in January.  However, with the impact of the Oscar Wilde trial in April, the subject of homosexuality becomes taboo in most radical political circles, for fear of bringing disrepute on the political movement.  Unwin, publisher of Towards Democracy, withdraws the book in the light of the scandal.

1898
showing an aesthetic turn in his own work, Carpenter publishes Angels' Wings: A Series of Essays on Art and its Relation to Life.

1899
Carpenter and his lover, George Merrill, move in together, into a small cottage in Manchester.  The actualization of their relationship shocks some of their straight colleagues.  
1902
Demonstrating both proto-feminist and proto-sexological thinking, Carpenter publishes Love's Coming of Age: A Series of Papers on the Relations of the Sexes.  This work was supposed to be published much earlier, but was withdrawn by the publisher, Unwin, after the Wilde trials.
1904
Reflecting his more Anarchist politics, Carpenter publishes The Art of Creation: Essays on the Self and Its Powers

1905
Showing a wide breadth of interest, he publishes Prisons, police and punishment; an inquiry into the causes and treatment of crime and criminals

1906
as part of recovering a homogenic past, Carpenter writes Days with Walt Whitman: Some Notes on his Life and Work

1908
now fully under the sway of the sexologists, Carpenter publishes what is probably his most read work today, The Intermediate sex; a study of some transitional types of men and women

1912
Publishes The Drama of Love and Death; a study of human evolution and transfiguration

1915
In the midst of World War I, he publishes The Healing of Nations and the Hidden Sources of their Strife

1916
Carpenter writes his autobiography, My Days and Dreams, in which he makes no attempt to hide his same-sex lovers and orientation

1917
publishes Towards Industrial Freedom

1919
fully under the sway of sexological theorists, he publishes Intermediate Types among Primitive Folk: A Study in Social Evolution

1920
Carpenter's interest in comparative religions produces the book Pagan and Christian Creeds: Their Origin and Meaning.  Extending Whitman's ideas of comradeship, he edits a collection Anthology of friendship (Ioläus).

1924
published a pamphlet "Some friends of Walt Whitman: a study in sex-psychology."
1925
co-authors a book on The Psychology of the Poet Shelley with George Barnefield
1928
George Merrill dies suddenly.
1929
Edward Carpenter dies June 28, age 85.
1970s
with the emergence of a gay rights movement, Carpenter's works start to be reprinted

1977
noted feminist and gay scholars, Sheila Rowbotham and Jeffrey Weeks, publish a reappraisal of Carpenter called Socialism and the New Life: The Personal and Sexual Politics of Edward Carpenter and Havelock Ellis.
Some Significant Excerpts from Carpenter's Writings

Into the Regions of the Sun

So at last passing (the great sea stilled, the raging ocean)—passing away,

All sorrow left behind, the great intolerable burdens which men vainly try to carry,

All all abandoned, left lying there—

Suddenly lightened, like a bird that shakes itself free from the limed twigs,

Soaring, soaring, into joy supernal passing,

Lo! the dead we leave behind and pass to the realms of the living.

And not we alone.

By our love poured out, by the manifold threads and strands of attachment to others—which cannot now be severed;

By not one inwardly refused or disowned whom we have ever met;

By the dear arms of lovers circling each other all night long, by their kisses and mingled breath,

And love by night and day—thinking of each other when absent, rejoicing so to be near;

By tramps over the hills, and days spent together in the woods and by watersides;

By our life-long faithful love—(ah! what more beautiful, what in all this world more precious!)

By the life-long faithful comradeship now springing on all sides, the Theban band henceforth to overcome this world—its heroisms and deaths—

And him who gave the calumus-token first;

By all these—

Not alone, no longer alone—

But drawing an innumerable multitude with us,

Into the regions of the sun, into the supernal Æther,

With love perfected, bodies changing, and joy—ah! joy on earth unutterable—

Lo! the dead we leave behind, and pass to the realm of the living.


(poem from Towards Democracy, dated 1886.)

"When a new desire has declared itself in the human heart, when a new plexus is forming around the nerves, then the revolutions of nations are already decided, and histories unwritten are written." (from Towards Democracy)

"For if the slaughter of tyrants is not the chief social duty nowadays, we have with us hydra-headed monsters at least as numerous as the tyrants of old, and more difficult to deal with, and requiring no little courage to encounter.  And beyond the extirpation of evils we have solid work waiting to be done in the patient and life-long building up of new forms of society, new orders of thought, and new institutions of human solidarity—all of which in their genesis will meet with opposition, ridicule, hatred, and even violence....It may indeed be doubted whether the higher heroic and spiritual life of a nation is ever quite possible without the sanction of this attachment (i.e. homogenic love) in its institutions; and it is not unlikely that the markedly materialistic and commercial character of the last age of European civilized life is largely to be connected with the fact that the only form of love and love-union that it has recognized has been one founded on the quite necessary but comparatively materialistic basis of matrimonial sex-intercourse and child-breeding." p. 23 in "Homogenic Love and its Place in a Free Society".  First published, for private distribution, in 1894, by the Manchester Labour Press.  

a story of George Merrill, Edward Carpenter's s.o. "On one occasion he was standing at the door of our cottage, looking down the garden brilliant in the sun, when a missionary sort of man arrived with a tract and wanted to put it in his hand.  'Keep your tract,' said George.  'I don't want it.' 'But don't you wish to know the way to heaven?' said the man.  'No, I don't,' was the reply, 'can't you see that we're in heaven here—we don't want any better that this, so go away!'  And the man turned and fled." (from My Days and Dreams, emphasis in the original, p. 163)

"In various ways we can see...the probability of the intermediate man or woman becoming a forward force in human evolution.  In the first place, as just mentioned, not wholly belonging to either of the two great progenitive branches of the human race, his nature would not find complete satisfaction in the activities of either branch, and he would necessarily create a new sphere of some kind for himself.  Secondly, finding himself different from the great majority, now an object of contumely and now an object of love and admiration, he would be forced to think.  His mind turned inwards on himself would be forced to tackle the problem of his own nature, and afterwards the problem of the world and of outer nature.  He would become one of the first thinkers, dreamers, discoverers." (Intermediate Types among Primitive Folk: A Study in Social Evolution, 59)

Harry Hay (1912-2002)

1912
born in England, October 24

1914
family moves to Chile

1916
after a mining accident, family moves to southern California

1923
Harry’s first memory of the word “homosexual,” from seeing a locked copy of Edward Carpenter’s The Intermediate Sex
1925
in Nevada for summer work, visits Native American reservations; blessed by Wovoka

1930
Enters Stanford University, connects with underground gay scene in SF

1932
leaves college, works with composer John Cage

1933
first becomes interested in Marxism and Communist Party USA

1934
begins relationship with Will Geer, involved in July general strike in SF

1938
Communist Party tells him to not be homosexual, marries fellow party member Anita Platky in September

1941-47
very active in Communist Party activities, teaching classes

1948
hearing of purges of homosexuals from State Department, becomes active for gay rights

1950
begins relationship with fashion designer Rudi Gernreich (who will become a cultural icon in the 1960s, widely credited with inventing the bikini as a fashion)

1951
founds first homosexual rights group in decades – the Mattachine Society – with Gernreich, divorce from Platky

1953
an anti-Communist purge of Mattachine chases Hay out of the group he himself had co-founded

1954f
speaks at meetings of the ONE Institute

1963
meets John Burnside, who would be Harry’s partner for the rest of his life

1966
protests gay exclusion from military

1967-8
active in Native American movements

1969
active in burgeoning Gay rights movement, cofounds the GLF = Gay Liberation Front

1979
cofounds the Radical Faeries, an eclectic spiritual/political group for gay men (or, as they sometimes call themselves, “Nomenus”)

1987
participates in the gay/lesbian March on Washington

1996
publication of edited collection of his works, Radically Gay, edited by Will Roscoe, makes the scope of Hay’s career and ideas accessible to a wide audience

1999
visits San José State University for a weekend

2002
dies, San Francisco, October 24

Audre Lorde (1934-1992)

1934 - Born February 18 in New York City as Audrey Lorde.  Her parents—Frederic and Linda—were immigrants from the Caribbean.  

1948-52 - Attends Hunter High School, involved in radical politics.

1952 - Has an illegal abortion, takes courses at Hunter College's Summer session; she doesn't do well, and decides not to pursue a degree.  She goes to Stamford Connecticut and takes a factory job, running an X-ray machine at Keystone Electronics.  Here she has her first actualized lesbian relationships.

1953 - Returns to New York City, where she is involved in politics to block the execution of the Rosenbergs, who were convicted of treason against the US.  After their execution, she leaves for Mexico City—a location for many US radicals during the McCarthy era.  

1954 - While in Mexico, she attends the National University of Mexico.  Returns to New York City in the summer.

1955 - Starts a degree program at Hunter College in New York City.

1959 - Receives her BA from Hunter College.

1961 - Receives a Master’s in Library Science from Columbia University.  She is hired as a librarian in Mount Vernon, a suburb of New York.  

1962 - She is included in Langston Hughes’ anthology New Negro Poets, USA.  She marries a white male lawyer, Edwon Ashley Rollins.  They officially divorce in 1970.

1963 - Birth of her daughter Elizabeth.

1965 - Birth of her son Jonathan.

1966 - Appointed head librarian of the Town School Library in New York City.

1968 - Her first book of poetry, The First Cities, is published by Poets Press.  Lecturer in creative writing at City College.  She is also a poet in residence at Tougaloo College.  It is here that she meets Frances Clayton, who will be her lover and partner for over a decade.

1969-1970 - She is employed as a lecturer in education at Lehman College (NYC).

1970 - Broadside Press publishes her Cables to Rage, one of her finest books of poetry, evidences her anger and includes her first openly lesbian poem to appear in print (“Martha”).  Teaches English at John Jay College of Criminal Justice.

1973 - From a Land Where Other People Live is published by Broadside.  It is nominated for a National Book Award for poetry.  The collection includes poems dealing with her African woman’s heritage.

1974 - The New York Head Shop and Museum is published by Broadside.  The poetry in this volume deals with the immediacy of urban life and poverty.

1976 - Coal is published by Norton Press.  Because Norton was a better-known publisher, Lorde reprinted in this collection some poems from First Cities and Cables to Rage, as well as new works.  She also had another small collection of new poetry, Between Our Selves, published by Eidolon.  Travels to the USSR as part of an African-Asian Writers Conference.

1977 - Has surgery to remove a benign growth from her breast.  At this time, she begins to speak as a theorist as well as a poet, penning one of the most magnificent contemporary poetics in "Poetry is not a Luxury," published in the feminist journal Chrysalis.  Speaks at the Modern Language Association, on a panel with Adrienne Rich and Julia Penelope, on the subject of “The Transformation of Silence into Language and Action.”  

1978 - Norton publishes The Black Unicorn.  This volume of poetry is the most thematically unified of Lorde’s work, and examines her African, warrior, and poetic heritages.  She writes and delivers "Uses of the Erotic: The Erotic as Power" at the Berkshire Conference on the History of Women.  She is diagnosed with breast cancer, and undergoes a mastectomy.  Travels to Grenada (her mother's homeland).

1979 - Writes her "Open Letter to Mary Daly," later published in This Bridge Called My Back.

1980 - Publishes The Cancer Journals (Spinsters Ink/Aunt Lute), comprising her account of the operation and her responses to cancer.  She is hired as a professor of English at Hunter College in New York City.

1981 - She is awarded her second National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Grant (the first was in 1968).  Later, she becomes—along with Euro-American Southern lesbian poet Minnie Bruce Pratt and Native American lesbian poet Chrystos—a target of congressional right-wing attacks on NEA grants funding, for writing “obscene” poetry with “taxpayer dollars.”  She delivers the keynote address at the National Women's Studies Association Meeting, on the topic "The Uses of Anger: Women Responding to Racism."

1982 - She completes her prose biomythography, Zami: A New Spelling of My Name (Crossing Press).  In this book she traces her life from childhood through the early sixties.  Norton publishes an anthology of her work: Chosen Poems Old and New.

1983 - Revisits Grenada after the US invasion; her report on this is the final essay in Sister Outsider.

1984 - Her essays and speeches published in the volume Sister Outsider (Crossing Press).

1985 - Moves to St. Croix in the Virgin Islands, lives with her lover Gloria Joseph,   

1986 - She publishes her first new book of poetry in eight years, Our Dead Behind Us (Norton).  Difficult to categorize, the poems are more direct than those of Black Unicorn, but also more introspective than previous work.  Lorde’s cancer has spread, and is now diagnosed as metastasized to her liver.  She eschews western medical procedures in favor of a holistic approach, including diet, meditation, homeopathy, and self-hypnosis.

1988 - A Burst of Light (Firebrand Books), detailing her latest battles with cancer and her reflections on death, is published. She receives the Manhattan Borough President's Award for Excellence in the Arts.

1991 - Named New York State Poet.

1992 - Dies November 17th in St. Croix.  Norton publishes Undersong, a re-edited and revised edition of Chosen Poems; it includes an introduction by Lorde on the revision process.

1993 - Her final poems are published by Norton in The Marvelous Arithmetics of Distance.

"This western world is destined to be filled with a mixed race" 

Black Abolitionist Henry Highland Garnet, 

addressing a woman's group in Troy NY, 1848
Gloria Anzaldúa (1942-2004)

1942 - Born September 26, in the southern part of Texas, on a ranch settlement called Jesus Maria of the Valley of South Texas.  She is a seventh-generation American.  Her parents—Urbano and Amalia García Anzaldúa—work on the ranch; Amalia is only 16 when Gloria is born.

1953 - Family moves to Hargill, a small Texas town.

1957 - Urbano Anzaldúa dies; this event requires the rest of the family to return to the fields to work.  This included one year as migrant workers, traveling to Arkansas.

1969 - Earns B.A. at Pan American University, a public university in Edinburg Texas.

1969-1973 - She teaches in the public schools, from pre-school to special education to migrant high school students, largely in San Juan, Texas.

1972 - Earns an M.A. in English and Education from the University of Texas at Austin.

1974-77 - Pursued further graduate course work at University of Texas Austin in the comparative literature program, with a focus on feminist studies, Spanish literature, and Chicano studies.

1976-77 - Anzaldúa met with considerable resistance from her academic advisors about wanting to pursue dissertation subjects on la mujer Chicana.  She lectures at the Mexican American Studies Center at UTexas, to focus her own interests; she decides to leave Texas.

1979 - Anzaldúa begins Ph.D. graduate work in the literature department at the University of California Santa Cruz.  She and Cherríe Moraga first conceive of the idea for what will become This Bridge Called My Back.  Anzaldúa teaches feminist journal writing and Third World women's literature at San Francisco State.

1981 - She and Cherríe Moraga co-edit the groundbreaking collection This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color.  It is published by Persephone Press, a white women's feminist press in Watertown Massachusetts.

1982-1986 - Teaches creative writing at UC Santa Cruz's Summer workshops.

1983 - Following the demise of Persephone Press, This Bridge Called My Back is re-issued in a second edition by the newly-formed Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press. 

1984-1986 - Intermittently teaches in the Adult Degree Program at Vermont College of Norwich University.  It was the alienation she felt as a Chicana woman of color in Vermont which sparked the ideas for writing Borderlands/La frontera 

1986 - This Bridge Called My Back wins Before Columbus Foundation American Book Award.

1987 - She publishes her major work of theory/poetry, Borderlands/La Frontera (San Francisco: Spinsters/Aunt Lute).

1988 - Hired as a distinguished Visiting Professor in Women's Studies at UC Santa Cruz, to teach in Women's Studies and creative writing.  Begins work on the next anthology.  The highly acclaimed History of Consciousness program at UC Santa Cruz turns down her application for admission to the Ph.D. program, saying she is a) overqualified by virtue of her reputation, but b) she doesn't know enough French theory, and is therefore underqualified; furthermore c) she does 'low theory' and the program calls for 'high theory' plus d) she is a creative artist, and they already had too many creative people in the program.

1990 - She edits a second major anthology: Making Face, Making Soul/Haciendo Caras: Creative and Critical Perspectives by Women of Color (San Francisco: Aunt Lute). 

1991 -  Artist-in-residence at Pomona College in Claremont, California.  Receives an NEA grant for fiction writing.

1997 - wrote introduction to Conner's Encyclopedia of Queer Myth, Symbol, and Spirit

2000 - a volume of interviews with Anzaldúa is published by Routledge

2002 - This Bridge Called My Back is reissued in a new edition.

2004 – dies in May of complications from diabetes.

