Questions for “Cold” Character and Setting: Please CHOOSE 2—one question from each section--to answer in writing, but be prepared to discuss them all.  Due Wed 8/31
Note: I couldn’t find a way to work in the chapter on the role of setting and physical objects, but if you have room in your schedule otherwise, I’d recommend you read it (skipping the examples, which take up several pages). It’s in LE pp. 79-93. Otherwise, just use your native intelligence (and what previous English teachers have told you).

SECTION ONE—choose one of these to write about.

1. In the first section, Byatt uses several devices to establish the character of princess Fiamarosa and (to a lesser extent) her tutor, Hugh. Look closely at the imagery and descriptive details used to portray Fiamarosa as a baby. How is she similar/different from generic princesses in stories? Discuss specifically how the imagery shapes our understanding of her character and situation. For example, her hair, at one point, is described as “soft black fur.” What are the associations with “fur”? How might a different word or phrase suggested a different interpretation? But I want you to go beyond this one example! Discuss a few. Compare the descriptive details of the young princess before and after her strange metabolism is understood. What images predominate in each case? (See especially pp.118-120 and 134-135) Again, discuss a few examples.
2. Another important character we get in the first section is the ice woman Fror, who was Fiamarosa’s ancestor. Considering all of the clues we get about this character, does she seem sinister, or do you accept Hugh’s suggestion that she was misunderstood and cruelly treated? Why? How is our reaction to her shaped by what we already know about Fiamarosa? Again, read closely for the descriptive details and imagery.

3. Another important character introduced in the first section is Hugh. How would you describe him? We get much less about his physical appearance than we get about Fiamarosa’s, so what devices does Byatt use to paint his portrait? For instance, how do his actions, thoughts, and his words help depict his character?

SECTION 2—Choose one of these to write about, as well. (there are 3)
1. Section 2 introduces a number of new characters—suitors for the princess’s hand—whose gifts appear before they do. Some of these gifts, especially the ones from Sasan, are described in intricate detail. Although Hugh claims that, in general, gifts are not equivalent to their giver, Byatt uses these objects to help portray character. What do the glass objects tell us about Sasan? How would you describe his character, and how does that relate to his gifts? (Some of this can be inferred, but the rest is told to us by the narrator and by Sasan himself. Wait until you get to the end of the section to answer this.)

2. A peculiarity of this story is the extent to which setting indicates character, and maybe even determines it. How can we see this in the second section as it applies not just to Fiamarosa but also Sasan and the other suitors? How do their personalities seem related to the environments from which they come? (Use at least 2 examples.)
3. Another way writers depict character is to show how characters interact with other characters. Here, for instance, we learn more about Fiamarosa from her interactions with the suitor, especially Sasan. When Fiamarosa meets Sasan, how does our understanding of her character change? Does she change, or do additional dimensions of her personality emerge, and how can you tell?

Although they seem to be elemental opposites—ice and fire—what do Fiamarosa and Sasan have in common? Do they seem to be “soul mates,” or is there a more mundane explanation for their attraction? Conversely, how are Fiamarosa and Prince Boris different?
