Rhetorical Analysis
Questions to Always Ask When Reading an Argument
1. What is the point here? Is it obvious and stated early on, or is it delayed, hidden?

2. Who is likely to be the intended audience? How can I tell?
3. Who is the writer? What is his/her connection to the issue? 

4. What is the context, motivating trigger for this argument? (History, current events?)

5. What other arguments is this writer responding to, maybe quoting from?

6. How is the writer establishing his/her credibility? (Ethos appeals: good sense, good morals, good will toward the audience)

7. How is the writer appealing to the audience’s emotions, values, beliefs? (Pathos Appeals)

8. What evidence is presented to support the writer’s argument? What reasoning, interpretation of the data is offered? (Logos Appeals)
9. What modes of development are used? What effect does each have? What others might have been used?  (Description, narration, definition, evaluation, proposal, process, exemplification (using examples), compare/contrast, classification/division, cause/effect, analysis, refutation (contradicting another argument, showing its weaknesses, offering a counter-argument.)
