Composition 1B  Fall 2011      Research Assignment 
Overview: Research projects work best when the topic is of genuine interest to the researcher. On the other hand, students learn more when they research a topic they don’t already know a lot about. So the goal here is to urge you to pick a topic that genuinely piques your interest but that is also fairly new to you. So, while I strongly encourage you to choose a topic related to food, to capitalize on the course theme and readings, I will consider approving another topics if you can convince me that it will still meet the assignment’s objectives.

Objectives: To stretch your information-gathering and critical thinking skills while increasing your understanding of how research operates in a rhetorical context. Part of this will involve field research, as well as traditional library/Web research. (See separate handout for details).
First Step: Look over the list of topics and spend some time on the Web finding out more about any that seem intriguing.  Make sure you choose a topic that genuinely interests you, as you will have to spend a fair amount of time with it. 
Write a topic proposal for me that includes the following: 
· Topic and focus: Narrow it down to an issue that can be usefully dealt with in 3-4 pages (e.g. not just “socially responsible agriculture” but “Switching to shade grown, organic coffee: what are the effects on the coffee-growing community?” or “Is offering fair trade coffee feasible for a small, independent coffee shop?”
· Thesis / thesis question: Make an arguable claim--with reasons--that you believe (tentatively) you can support with your research. At this stage, it’s fine to phrase it as a question. 

· Audience: Decide which particular audience you want to address, e.g. college students who drink coffee, coffee shop owners who decide which coffee their customers will want, etc. 
· Interview/ Field Research: Whom will you interview? What kind of field research observation are you planning?                                    DUE: 
Second Step: Generate a list of research questions that will help you focus the inquiry. 
Research your topic and find at least 10 sources for your working bibliography of, formatted in MLA style.  (See separate handout for details).  DUE: 
Third Step: Attack that list of research questions. Do some digging. Read, take notes, research some more, repeat. Do field research. Draft essay.  It should be at least 3 full pages (1000 words) and no more than 4, in MLA format.  You must cite at least 5 sources with at least two opposing viewpoints.  Bring rough draft to peer review workshop.

     






             DUE: 
Fourth Step:  Get whatever other advice on the draft that you would like, perhaps visit my office hours, the Writing Center.  Considering all advice, revise. Submit the
final draft to Turnitin, print draft, submit hard copy in class (along with the rough draft, and peer review sheet.) 
                                                DUE:
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· Gardens in Schools: Examine/evaluate the trend. Goals? Problems? Prospects? Leading Voices?

· Genetic engineering in agriculture: focus on a particular product or issue, such as foreign trade, preserving indigenous foods, safety, the environment, etc. or one product, e.g. GMO salmon.

· Food and Fuels: Used French fry oil powers cars! Pick a trend/innovation and investigate, evaluate. Ethanol made from an edible material counts (corn, algae).
· The “Locavore” movement: Motivations? Strategies? Problems? Prospects?

· Sustainable Farming: Focus on a particular issue, such as a cruelty-free livestock issue, the BST controversy, anti-antibiotics movement, organics, etc. Define the issue: Goals? Motivations? Problems? Prospects? Leading Voices?

· Urban Gardening: Examine/evaluate the trend. Goals? Problems? Prospects? Leading Voices? (You could include the White House garden in this, or local star Veggielution. “Guerilla Gardening” is a subtopic.)
· Hunger/malnutrition: Pick a region (including in the U.S.), define the problem, examine causes, attempts to solve, controversies. 
· Fair Trade food: focus on a particular product, e.g. chocolate or coffee being the obvious choices. What are the impacts? What is the controversy? What should your audience do?

· Food Innovation: Pick a new product or trend, evaluate as a business prospect, social impact. (caffeinated alcohol, Cupuaçu, acai, nutmeg, etc.)
· The Social-Entrepreneur trend: pick a focus, maybe a type (one-for-one giving, slow capital, co-ops?) and/or a prominent example (Dean’s Beans, Toms Shoes, Newman’s Own). Is it a feasible model? Is it helping? Could it spread?

· Food corporate “bad guys”: focus on a company/case, Monsanto in Canada (or the US), Cargill in India, BP in the Gulf, etc. What was the controversy? Whom should we believe? What should be done to prevent a repeat? Who should pay?

· Food & Community Development: Food programs exist that offer job training, prisoner rehabilitation, entrepreneur development, alternative schooling, etc. Pick a program and evaluate its impact. Examples: The Pie Ranch; The Homeless Garden Project; Insight Garden Program, The Garden Project (prisons); Farmer Veteran Coalition, Refugee Gardens, La Cocina (helps food entrepreneurs)
· Farmworker Issues: Issues include educating children of farmworkers, Pesticide damage to farmworkers; Death/injury on the job; trafficking/ enslavement: pick one case or one issue, discuss causes, evaluate solutions.

· Fast Food: Consider its impacts, a trend, a recent controversy or law, an attempt to control kids’ access, global spread/adaptations, a labor issue. 
· Food pioneers, Leading Voices: Urban Farmers Novella Carpenter, Will Allen; food writers Michael Pollan, Eric Schlosser, Barbara Kingsolver. What did he/she accomplish? What can we all learn from him/her? 
· Food Safety: Pick an issue, salmonella, e. coli, etc. discuss background, evaluate measures to control it.
