Assignment One: What is a “Great Book”?
Overview: 

Your first assignment will be to expand the definition of “Great Book” that you wrote and discussed in our first class session.  Just to review, you were asked to respond to 3 questions: 

1) What does the term “great books” mean to you?

2) What are some examples of great books that you are familiar with (one example is enough, more would be even better). 

3) What is the value (if any) in reading and studying them?

Elaboration:

Feel free to incorporate any ideas that came up in the small group discussion and the class discussion, but I do want this to be personal, based on your own experiences, ideas, and attitudes. There are really no right or wrong answers here, either in content or form, just stronger or weaker discussion of ideas. 
Feel free to use narrative passages (stories of your encounters with books) as well as more straightforward discussion of criteria. You can also discuss what you think great books aren’t, or bad reasons to read them, or bad ways to study them.
Details:


Format: Please skip lines and use a one-inch margin all around. Include your

 name, my name, the course name, and the date. Use MLA style if
 you know that format.

Length: 2-3 pages

Criteria for grading: Depth of ideas, development (meaning how well you support your ideas with details and examples), organization, mechanics (punctuation and such), will all be considered, and these are listed in order of importance. 
This is not to say that I don’t care where the commas go, but that perfect mechanics aren’t going to get you an A in themselves, OK? (Please note: more extensive assignments will have these criteria arrayed in a more detailed rubric, but this is just a warm-up.)
Due: Wed 1 September, 6 p.m. (If you are late, the paper is late, so please be prompt.)

