English 10   Research Project

Overview: All GE Area 2 courses require a research project of some sort.  Of course, you have already written research papers for other classes, but as you learn something new about the world and about the process of research from every research project you do, the University wants you to do one for this class, too. [Note: Using work you have submitted for another class for this one is cheating and will result in your failing the class.]

Officially, it requires that you write “analytical/response statements based on the reading, with at least one of these assignments ALSO incorporating critical and/or reference materials derived from library research.”

Options: “Research-informed papers” take a variety of forms, but in this class we will focus on an investigation of a work’s context, whether historical, biographical, or cultural (detailed below). I am hoping all of you will be able to find a topic and an approach that interests you.  Below is an elaboration of your options. 

· A historical approach might involve, say, an investigation of the factual basis for Jack Maggs, a contemporary novel by Peter Carey that we will be reading. Carey’s novel is based on a Victorian novel by Charles Dickens, Great Expectations. Carey’s novel investigates some Victorian concerns that helped shape Dickens’ novel: mesmerism, Australian penal colonies, underground abortion providers, and even child prostitution. You could do some research into any of these Victorian issues to give readers a fuller understanding of both Dickens’ and Carey’s novel. Your own paper should relate the information you find to Carey’s novel. Any of the other works we read could be treated this way, as well.

· A performance history study involves researching what different directors and casts have done with a particular play. This can also reveal changing attitudes about whatever is at issue in the play, for instance, changing attitudes about gender reflected in different treatments of Gertrude in Hamlet, or different attitudes about social climbing depicted in different productions of Pygmalion.

· A biographical approach might involve an author whose life is well documented, such as Shaw, or one whose life is largely mysterious, such as Shakespeare. In either case, scholars like to try to determine how the writer’s life influenced his or her works, or they use the works to speculate on the writer’s attitudes, or both. Your paper will need to be very focused, though, on one question relating to one or two works, at the most. For example, how did Shaw’s own position in the social order influence his depiction of class climbing in Pygmalion? How does Peter Carey’s Australian origin affect his portrayal of Jack Maggs?

PLEASE SEE OTHER SIDE FOR MORE

Specifications: The report should be at least 3 full pages but no more than 4, typed, double-spaced, in proper MLA format, which is outlined in your text, chapter 18.
Procedure:
1. Choose a work in the text that interests you and decide which of the above approaches you would like to use.  Do some prewriting until you arrive at a focused research question. Write a brief, clear, focused topic proposal identifying the work, the approach, and the research question.   DUE: Wed 11/3

2. Gather sources related to your topic and compile a working bibliography (MLA format), submit to me for review.  DUE: Wed 11/10

3. I am not requiring that you run a draft by me before you turn it in, but I would strongly advise it! The week of Thanksgiving will be a big conferencing week for me, but you don’t have to wait that long. If my formal office hours don’t work for you, we can try to find a time that is mutually convenient.

4. When you have revised it enough, submit a final draft to Turnitin.com. Directions are on my course Web site. Your password is “honestly,” and the class code is 351317 

5. Print out a hard copy and turn it in. Please Note: The hard copy of the paper must be turned in when class begins on the day it is due. If you are late, the paper is late. Sorry, but I have found this rule to be necessary to assure a full class the day a paper is due.
