Revision: What are the “Great Books”?

Overview:  Your last assignment, should you choose to accept it, will be to revise and expand the definition of “Great Book” that you wrote for your first assignment.  
· For the revision element of the assignment, you should correct whatever I noted needed correcting on the first version, obviously, whether it was grammar errors, unclear language, unsupported claims, or whatever. You might also have changed your mind after closer acquaintance with a few great books. You might also reduce the part about your personal opinion to make room for the expanded part.
· For the expanded part of the assignment, you should discuss what the study of “Great Books” has meant in our society at large, not just in academia, but to anyone who has attempted to study the books that have been deemed “Great” officially.  This will require a small bit of research (see below).
Elaboration: In the first assignment I asked for your personal definition of “great books,” and I am still interested in that question. But I also want you to discuss and evaluate the public definition of “Great Books,” generally a label given by academics, scholars, critics, award-giving bodies like the Nobel Committee, and publishers. All of these groups have argued among themselves over what qualifies a book to be great and what can be gained from studying them. 
Research Part: I gave you some information about this in the first week of class, but I’d like you to go a little beyond that for this assignment (though you can certainly use the handout I gave you that week, too, with statements by Clifton Fadiman and Charles Eliot).
Beyond that, I’d like you to examine at least two lists of great books and the justifications/explanations of them. These can be found in many places—books and Web sites alike. I will give you some suggestions, but do not feel bound by those.

Questions to investigate in your research (and discuss in your revision): 

· What are some differences in criteria used to rate books as “great” or “classic”? 

· How do these criteria differ among lists and over time? 

· What benefits are claimed for reading these books? 

· What is your personal opinion of these definitions and claims?

Some Lists to Look at:

http://www.thegreatbookslist.com/whythislist.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/english/undergraduate/guiltlist.html
http://www.modernlibrary.com/top-100/100-best-novels/
http://gutenberg.net.au/greatest-books-a.html
Details: Format Use MLA format.   Length: 3-4 pages MAXIMUM
Criteria for grading: Depth of ideas, development (meaning how well you support your ideas with details and examples), organization, mechanics (punctuation and such).
Due: Wed 15 December (the Final Exam day), 5:15 p.m. (If you are late, the paper is late, so please be prompt.) Also, don’t forget to submit it to Turnitin.com!
