English 10 Great Works

Movies for Extra Credit 

Overview:  The reading list for this class will be pretty demanding in itself, but some of you might be able to work in some movie watching.  Below is a list of relevant movies to peruse. You can reinforce the lessons of the class by watching these films analytically, especially with an eye toward how this writer and/or director has changed or reinterpreted the story or character in relation to the version we read, or how the story (say, one of the epics not based on Homer) relates to something we read.

What to Write: I want more than just a plot summary and how much or how little you liked it.  Relate the movie to something we have read in class, if you can. Discuss how the film/book deals with a similar theme: definitions of the hero, codes of honor, dealing with love and society’s rules, ethics of war and peace, betrayal, responsibilities and temptations of leadership, family dynamics, the role of the bard and the musician, dealing with human duality, dealing with death and grief. 

Please put some thought into it, and write at least a full page (typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. font size).

What do I get for all this?  Unless I say otherwise, extra credit assignments are worth up to 10 points for each write up (judged on thoughtfulness, length, and good writing in general.)  Total possible for the semester: 50 points.  Plus, you get extra wisdom!

Please Note: Forgive me for suggesting you would even THINK of this, but students before you have:  Any plagiarism I find on these write-ups will be penalized seriously. All extra credit points you have earned will be deleted, and no further extra credit points will be awarded to you.  

For details on the movies listed below, see The Internet Movie Database: http://www.imdb.com
Related to the Odyssey
Troy

Helen of Troy (2 versions with these titles)

Ulysses (with Kirk Douglas)

The Odyssey (with Armand Assante)

O Brother, Where Art Thou?

Cold Mountain

Castaway

Sommersby

Other Epics
1492: Conquest of Paradise

The New World

The Mission (with Robert DeNiro)

Spartacus (the old movie or newish TV miniseries)

King Arthur (with Clive Owen)

Excalibur

First Knight

The Patriot

Saving Private Ryan

Schindler’s List

Dances With Wolves

Avatar (no, seriously)

Related to Hamlet
Hamlet (obviously, any version)

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead

Slings and Arrows, season 1 (Canadian TV series)

Fannie and Alexander

The Lion King

Related to Pygmalion

Pygmalion (obviously)

My Fair Lady

The Shape of Things

Pretty Woman

She’s All That

The Talented Mr. Ripley

Other Shaw movies: Heartbreak House, Major Barbara, The Devil’s Disciple, 

    Caesar and Cleopatra, Mrs. Warren’s Profession

Related to “Sonny’s Blues”
‘Round Midnight

The Cotton Club

La Bamba

Straight Out of Brooklyn

A Raisin in the Sun

Other Movies Related to Our Reading List
The Arabian Nights (obviously)

Great Expectations (there are old and new versions)

The Incredible Journey of Mary Bryant (Jack Maggs)

Oliver Twist (Jack Maggs)
