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Once an extremely important form of literature, the epic survives in our day but in a variety of forms, from “epic” Hollywood productions to ambitious play cycles on Broadway. In literature, some epics hew closely to the ancient forms, such as Derek Walcott’s Omeros.  Below are the features of the ancient form (adapted from the Concise Oxford Companion to Classical Literature).

· Narrative, verse structure on a grand scale, majestic style

· Concerns exploits of superhuman hero or heroes engaged in a serious project or quest

· The hero has superior strength and courage but is restrained by honor

· The tale includes elements of myth, legend, history, folk tale

· Often set in the past, a heroic age

· Encodes and valorizes the values of a culture

· Often “expresses delight in the physical world, shown by painstaking descriptions of nature.”

· Involves magic, the supernatural, gods or other superhuman beings
· Often includes 

- invocations to the muse, asking for inspiration
- a journey to the underworld and/or heaven

- a council of gods

- stock scenes, such as a hero arming for battle, single
  combat between heroes, a great feast, the exchange of
  gifts, etc.
- detailed similes add texture and descriptive force
