Discussion Questions for books 5-10

1) At last we meet the hero in person. What qualities of his personality are highlighted?

2) The immortals are active in this section, not only Athena (again), but also Calypso and (in a minor role) Ino. What does Calypso’s interaction with both Hermes and Odysseus add to our understanding of the relationship between gods and mortals? 
3) In Phaeacia, we get another view of a kingly court. How does this compare with the court at Ithaca, Pylos (Nestor’s palace), and Sparta (Helen and Menelaus)? What do they seem to value?

4) While the narrator of the epic tells us about Calypso and her island, the rest of Odysseus’ adventures are related by the hero himself to a courtly audience that might (or might not) help him get home. How does this affect our reading of these adventures? Is there any hint that Odysseus might be inventing or embellishing?

5) From the adventure with the Cicones’ city on, we see Odysseus in action leading his men. What is he like as a leader? What are his strengths and weaknesses? How do his values compare with our modern notions of good leadership?

6) As you read, take note of any passages that you found particularly beautiful or vivid in their language and details. We will compare favorite passages.

7) A 19th century writer, Samuel Butler, believed this epic was actually written by a woman. Do you see any evidence of a woman’s point of view (however you might define that) in the narrative voice or choice of incidents or characterizations? 
