Discussion questions: 1st Four Books of the Odyssey
Plot: Strange organization of incidents?


--Why doesn’t the hero appear until chapter 5? What is to be gained by this delay?


--Other versions have begun in Troy, one with the birth of Telemachus. What other incidents might be good to start with? How might that shift the emphasis?

Character:


--What does this opening section tell us about the characters we fist meet or hear about? 
· Athena and Zeus

· Telemachus

· Penelope

· The suitors (especially Antinous and Eurymachus)

· Odysseus (from what we hear about him)

Theme:
· What conflicts and grand themes are introduced at the beginning?
Context:

--What do we learn about the rules of this society? (see esp. pp. 94-101) How are these rules and values different from our own?

