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OUTLINE FOR PERCEPTION (PSYCH 158; sec. 01) – SPRING, 2009

	Instructor:
	Dr. Kevin Jordan

	Office Location:
	DMH 342

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-5626

	Email:
	kevin.jordan@sjsu.edu

	Office Hours:
	Mon & Weds, 8:30 – 10 am

	Class Days/Time:
	Mon & Weds, 10:30 11:45 am

	Classroom:
	DMH 353

	Prerequisites:
	PSYCH 1

	
	

	
	


FACULTY WEB PAGE
Copies of the course materials such as the syllabus, major assignment handouts, etc. may be found on my faculty web page accessible through the Quick Links>Faculty Web Page links 
(or at http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty_and_staff/faculty_detail.jsp?id=1260) on the SJSU home page.  You are responsible for regularly checking with my web page for course information. 
REQUIRED TEXT
Goldstein, E. B. (2007).  Sensation and Perception (7th ed.).  Belmont, CA: Thompson Wadsworth.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
“Empirical and theoretical approaches to the psychology of perception with an emphasis on vision. Topics include the perception of form, color, depth and motion as well as the effects of attention and experience. Prerequisite: Psyc 1.”

COURSE GOALS AND STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES
· Students will develop an understanding of the issues related to making a meaningful distinction between sensation and perception.

· Students will demonstrate an understanding of classical psychophysical methods and their use in determining absolute and difference thresholds.

· Students will develop an understanding of functional visual neuro-anatomy and its relationship to normal perception.

· Students will summarize and analyze empirical research articles in visual perception.

· Students will develop an understanding of perceptual constancies (size, shape, and brightness) and their contribution to the stability of perception.

· Students will develop an understanding of the developmental aspects of visual perception.
METHODS OF EVALUATION
There will be a 50-point exam after each of the three sections of the course (see below).  These exams will be primarily objective exams (i.e., multiple choice) although there will also be short-answer, essay questions.  You are to bring a scantron form (#T&E 0200) and #2 pencil to the exam.  You will also be required to write two papers based on articles distributed in class.  Each of these papers will contribute 25 points toward your final grade.  Requirements for the papers are as follows:  (1) each paper is to be based on that single article, (2) the paper should be approximately three double-spaced, typed pages, and (3) the paper should be free of spelling and grammatical errors (accomplished by careful proofreading).  Papers that are not typed or that contain more than five spelling and grammatical errors will be returned to you for rewriting.  Late papers will be penalized at 10% per calendar day.
COURSE ORGANIZATION

TOPIC





READING

1.
Introduction; Measurement of visual capabilities

Ch 1


Structure/Function of the visual system (periphery)
Ch 2


Structure/Function of the visual system (central)

Ch 3

2.
Higher-level processing




Ch 4


Perceiving objects





Ch 5


Color vision






Ch 7

3.
Perception of space and depth



Ch 8


Perception of motion





Ch 9


Perception - learned or innate?



Ch 16


  (or how can we learn to see if we must see to learn?)

FINAL GRADE ASSIGNMENTS

There are 200 attainable points in this course (three, 50-point exams and two, 25-point papers).  Course grades will be assigned as follows:

A - 184-200 (92-100%)

B - 168-183 (84-91%)

C - 152-167 (76-83%)

D - 136-151 (68-75%)

F -   0-135 (0-67%).

Additionally, participation in class discussion will never count against your grade.  Your active participation in class can always help my evaluation of your understanding of, and interest in, sensation and perception.

ATTENDANCE
Obviously, I encourage you to attend class since anyone can read a book.  My job is to isolate and expand upon the important issues in sensation and perception as I see them and to challenge you to think about these issues.  There will be many in-class demonstrations of phenomena discussed in the text and in lecture; they will be fun.  Hopefully, lively discussion will follow.

While I do encourage you to attend class, it is your responsibility to monitor your attendance except on the three exam days.  The dates for exams 1 and 2 will be announced in class AT LEAST two weeks in advance. The final exam (exam 3) will be on FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2009 at 9:45 am in DMH 353.  Unless prior arrangements have been made with me, there is no such thing as a make-up exam.  A grade of 0 will be assigned for an unexcused absence from an exam.  Please, be fair to me and to your fellow students and I promise that I will be fair to you.
ADDITIONAL POINTS

· Please be certain to turn off all cell phones, pagers, and any other devices that produce distraction prior to entering the classroom.

· If you must arrive late or leave early, please do so quietly and with a minimum of distraction.


UNIVERSITY POLICIES
Academic integrity

Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is availabe at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

LEARNING ASSISTANCE RESOURCE CENTER
The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The LARC website is located at http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc/.

SJSU WRITING CENTER
The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff//.








