San José State University
Humanities Department

Humanities Honors 1A, Ancient Era

 Lecture section 10, Seminar Section 11, Spring 2014
	Instructor:
	Lou Ann Trost

	Office Location:
	Clark Hall 414G

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-4747

	Email:
	Louann.Trost@sjsu.edu

	Office Hours:
	MW 2:00-3:30 p.m., TR 1:00-2:30 p.m., and by appointment

	Class Days/Time:
	Mondays and Wednesdays: Lecture 10:30-11:45 a.m. 

Seminar 12:00-1:15 p.m.

	Classroom:
	Lecture: Sweeney Hall 100
Seminar: Dudley Moorhead Hall 354

	Prerequisites:
	Permission of Humanities Honors Coordinator

	GE/SJSU Studies Category: 
	Over the four semesters of the course, the Humanities Honors Program satisfies areas: A1 (Oral Communication), A2 (Written Communication 1A), A3 (Critical Thinking), C1 (Arts), C2 (Letters), C3 (Written Communication 1B), D2 (Comparative Systems), D3 (Social Issues), F1-2 (U.S. History and Constitution), and F3 (California Government)

	
	


Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging 

Copies of the course syllabus and major assignment sheets may be found on the faculty web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/people/louann.trost or on Canvas, after the first week of classes.  Readings marked Website can be found on Prof. Lindahl’s web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/people/james.lindahl/, accessible through the quick links/faculty web page links on the SJSU home page You are also responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU. This will be used for updates, etc. 

Course Description 

Humanities 1A offers an integrated, interdisciplinary introduction to ideas, events and arts of Western culture and the world that have endured and influenced people for centuries. We look at the development of Western culture from a variety of perspectives. Our aim is to develop an understanding of the origins of the values, institutions and attitudes that have contributed to producing the complex and diverse culture we share today. We begin with the arts, literature and history of parts of Asia and Africa by examining the early cultures of Mesopotamia, Egypt, Israel and India. Since these cultures provide the groundwork for the development of later civilizations not only on parts of the two continents mentioned, but also on the European continent, we see how the movement from east and south to the Aegean and Mediterranean regions stimulates the growth of the Greek city-states and later the Roman Empire.

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

This course will aim to accomplish the following: Each student will have the opportunity to consider some of the significant ideas and other creations of humankind. Students will be able to become familiar with the milieu that yielded these important works. Students will be able to recognize the contributions and accomplishments of women and diverse cultural and religious groups in the movement of civilizations. Also, an aesthetic and poetic awareness regarding the many means of communication will be cultivated. Students will be encouraged to express their understanding, experiences and views in not only written discourse but also in by means of public speaking and of course, in group discussions.
GE/SJSU Studies Learning Outcomes (LO) are available on the “Guidelines” handout.
Required Texts/Readings 

For information on required texts and the reading schedule, see the lecture syllabus. 
Library Liaison 

The Humanities Librarian is Peggy Cabrera.  Please feel free to contact her and make an appointment for advice and assistance as you research your essay. Her email address is peggy.cabrera@sjsu.edu. She is available by appointment in the King Library.
Classroom Protocol

Each person is of intrinsic worth and is thus worthy of respect in all interactions; please keep this awareness at the forefront of your considerations as you enter and exit your lecture and seminar classrooms, and as you comport yourself in those classes (and in all of your other classes as well). Treat guests with respect and courtesy. Respectful behavior includes silence when others are speaking, entering the room quietly and nconspicuously, leaving the room during session only as a matter of greatest urgency, being attentive to the class in progress, raising your hand if you wish to be acknowledged, and refraining from all other interactions (personal and electronic) while class is going on.  This specifically includes refraining from cell phone use in any way during class, and engaging in the use of your computer only for note-taking and electronic text reference. 

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic calendar web page located at http://www.sjsu.edu/academic_programs/calendars/academic_calendar/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 
Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.  The Advising Hub is the only location on the SJSU website that is guaranteed to be correct by the university; it is always your best source of academic information.
Assignments and Grading Policy

This course requires a significant amount of reading. Students are asked to read each scheduled assignment prior to coming to class. This means that the readings listed by date on the reading assignment schedule are to be read before the day those readings are listed. This also means that students are to strive to understand the readings as well, not merely go through the motions of poring over pages. Since the readings are often challenging, they should also be a source of questions to keep in mind while listening to lecture, and to ask about during seminar. Expect to spend approximately four to six hours per week in doing only the readings for this course. It is not possible to work effectively in this course if one were to rely on the lectures and class discussions alone. A variety of writing assignments will be assigned for this course. Hard copies of papers should be turned in on the date due, and electronic copies must be submitted to Turnitin.com. Late papers will be penalized by 5% each week unless students request (for legitimate reason) an extension prior to the due date. If you are struggling with an assignment, please let me know and I will try to help. Students will also be asked to complete a lecture midterm examination, and final examinations for both the lecture portion of the class as well as the seminar portion. Students will also be required to complete one speech each semester. The specific guidelines will be discussed in seminar. In Humanities 1A, one speech will be required, but it will be part of your course participation grade. A complete, full-sentence outline of one or two pages is required, as well as a brief bibliography of sources. In preparation for speeches, students will be provided with evaluation guidelines to help prepare and assess work. 

Written Assignments

Your written assignments for this course are listed below, along with grading breakdown.  

Please note that the professor may change any of the following information for the benefit of the class, should the need arise.  Any change will be announced in class, and via MySJSU, if necessary.

	Assignments 

Research Project (3 parts, details later) 
Cultural Event/Experiencing Art Paper (3 pages)                                            
Six quizzes (covering reading assignments, lowest score dropped)                 
Four short essays (2 pages each)                                                                      
Mid-term examination (in lecture)                                                                    
	
	15%
  5%
15%
10%

15%

	Final Exam (Seminar, long answer)                                                                  
Final Exam (Lecture, short answer) 
Class participation, including speech


	
	15%
15%

10%

	Percentages for grades are as follows:

93-100 = A           90-92 = A-          87-89 = B+       83-86 = B
80-82 = B-            76-79 = C+         71-75 = C          68-70 = C-

64-67 = D+           60-63 = D           55-59 = D-         below 54 = F
	
	

	Schedule of Important Dates
Wed., March 19       Midterm exam 
March 24-28             Spring Break
Mon., March 31        Cesar Chavez Day – No Class

Thurs., May 15         Lecture Final exam, 9:45-12:00

Mon., May 19           Seminar Final exam, 9:45-12:00
	
	


University Policies

Academic integrity

Your commitment as a student to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The University’s Academic Integrity policy, located at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm, requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include your assignment or any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy S07-2 requires approval of instructors.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edu/aec (formerly DRC) to establish a record of their disability.
Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

SJSU Peer Connections 
Peer Mentor: Nichole Yang

Email Address:  nichole.yang@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours:  Tuesday/Thursday 1:00-2:30 p.m.

 
(While appointments are not required, they are encouraged to ensure that your 
Peer Mentor will be available to meet with you for that day and time. 
Appointments can be made by calling (408) 924-2587 or at SS 600.)

About the Peer Mentor Program: The Peer Mentor program is part of SJSU’s Peer Connections department, which provides campus-wide mentoring and tutoring services. The staff is there to inspire students to develop their potential as independent learners while they learn to successfully navigate through their university experience.  Students are encouraged to take advantage of their services which include course-content based tutoring, enhanced study and time management skills, more effective critical thinking strategies, decision making and problem-solving abilities, and campus resource referrals. More information on hours, locations, services, and the workshop calendar can be found online at http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu/ or by calling (408) 924-2587. 
SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff/.
SJSU Counseling Services 
The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in Room 201, Administration Building.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling Services website at http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling.
Schedule and Assignment Due Dates – Seminar 
Unless otherwise noted, quizzes will be based on the reading due the day the quiz is scheduled.
Mon., Feb. 10

Quiz #1

Mon., Feb. 17

Writing #1: Reading Response Paper

Mon., Feb. 24

Quiz #2

Mon., March 3

Writing #2

Mon., March 10
Quiz #3

Wed., March 12
Topic paper due for research project
Wed., March 19
Midterm exam (in lecture)

March 24-28

SPRING BREAK!

March 31

Cesar Chavez Day – NO CLASS

Wed., April 2

Begin speeches

Mon., April 7

Writing #3

Wed., April 9

Thesis statement & annotated bibliography due for research project

Mon., April 14
Quiz #4

Mon., April 21
Writing #4

Mon., April 28 
Quiz #5

Wed., April 30

Essay due for research project

Mon., May 5 

Quiz #6

Mon., May 12

Cultural Event/Arts Experience Paper due

Mon., May 12

Last Day of Class
Thurs., May 15
Lecture Final (lecture hall): 9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Mon., May 19

Seminar Final (seminar classroom): 9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
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