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course overview 
american history . . . chican@ style
In this course, we will study Mexican 
American history from the 1880s to the 
present. The time span at the heart of  our 
course is rich and fascinating. As you will see, 
events gain speed in the early 1900s due to the 
migration of  Mexicans into the US following 
the Mexican Revolution, when fully 10% of  
Mexico’s population ventured north—the 
largest sustained wave of  immigration this 
country has ever seen.  Despite this long 
historical presence, Mexican Americans are 
still seen by many as only recent arrivals to the 
US.  What has been the effect of  this silencing 
and dismissal, and how have Mexican 
Americans responded and persevered? We will 
do our best to restore Mexican Americans to 
American history by studying their popular 
culture, union involvement, military history, 

labor and political movements, and much, 
much more. 

Rather than focus exclusively on the “who,” 
“what” and “when” of  history, together we will 
focus on the many “why”s and “how”s: Why 
did the past unfold as it did? Why does focusing 
on Mexican American culture challenge any 
assumptions we may have about early US 
history? How do the forces of  race, class and 
gender shape this era of  US history? And 
finally, how are historical narratives created, 
and what purpose(s) are they meant to serve? 

GE/SJSU Studies Category 
This course satisfies lower division GE 
requirements in American Institutions (US1, 
US2, US3) and Social Science (D2 and D3).
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The following three textbooks are available from EOP: 
1. Rudolfo Acuña, Occupied America: A History of  Chicanos (Pearson, 6th edition or later) 
2. Vicki Ruiz, From Out of  the Shadows: Mexican Women in Twentieth-Century America (Oxford University Press, 1998) 
3. Ronald Takaki, A Different Mirror: A History of  Multicultural America (Back Bay Books, 2008)
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required textbooks

This course will enable you to 
• Develop an understanding of  the diverse cultural 

experiences in US history. 
• Explain how Mexican American culture influenced—

and was influenced by—changing conceptions of  race, 
gender, conquest and nation-building. 

• Analyze how historical narratives are created. 
• Expand your critical thinking skills through careful 

reading of  scholarly texts. 
• Sharpen your verbal and written communication skills 

through a variety of  assignments. 

This course will fulfill these promises only if  you promise 
the following in return: 

Attend class and be attentive. It is your responsibility 
to arrive on time; take notes during lecture; participate in 
our in-class activities; and stay until class has ended. 
Moreover, we ask that you respect the learning 
experience of  others: Laptops, cell phones and other 
electronic devices MUST BE TURNED OFF and 
stowed away for the duration of  our meeting. Do 
not study for another class, read the newspaper, eat food, 
take a nap, play games on your phone or laptop, or send 
text messages during class time. If  any of  these occur, I 
reserve the right to ask you to leave class. 

Read the assigned materials. The assigned readings 
provide us with a common background so that we can 
proceed together to new understandings through lecture, 
discussions and other activities. If  you do not keep up 
with and/or do not complete the readings, you will have 
little chance of  doing well in this class. In fact, one of  
your assignments is take weekly reading notes. 

Complete the required assignments on time.  
The assignments offer you both informal and formal 
opportunities to articulate your responses to our material 
and course themes and develop your writing skills. You 
will gain the most if  you turn in your work on time. Late 
assignments will be penalized by a third of  a grade (an 
“A-” becomes a “B+”) for each day it is late. I will not 
accept any emailed assignments. 

Communicate with me. If  you have any questions or 
concerns about the readings and assignments, please let 
me know. This is particularly important if  you experience 
a family or medical emergency that interferes with your 
performance in the course. On a more positive note, if  
you have suggestions for historical events or figures you 
would like to hear more about, or want to express your 
enthusiasm for one of  our topics, I would like to hear 
that, too!

course promises and expectations

Dr. Magdalena L. Barrera, Associate Professor, Mexican American Studies 

office: Clark #231B | email: magdalena.barrera@sjsu.edu | phone: 408-924-5583 

web: www.sjsu.edu/people/magdalena.barrera | tumblr: profbarrera.tumblr.com 

office hours: Mondays 3:00-5:00pm; Tuesdays 10:00-11:45am; and by appointment 

Graduate Mentor Cynthia Cruz, M.A. Candidate, Mexican American Studies 

email: cruzc650@yahoo.com | office hours: Wednesdays 12-2pm (Clark 229)

instructor info

mailto:magdalena.barrera@sjsu.edu
http://www.sjsu.edu/people/magdalena.barrera
http://profbarrera.tumblr.com
mailto:cruzc650@yahoo.com
mailto:magdalena.barrera@sjsu.edu
http://www.sjsu.edu/people/magdalena.barrera
http://profbarrera.tumblr.com
mailto:cruzc650@yahoo.com
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You will be graded on the following components: 

1. Class Participation (10%) 
If  you make the wise choice to attend every class session, 
you will be in an excellent position to take full advantage 
of  our group activities, class discussions and in-class 
writings that will enhance your comprehension of  key 
terms and ideas. 

2. Survival Cards (10%) 
Due Date: Weekly (more or less) 
Each week, you will take reading notes on a 5x8” 
notecard and then turn each card in to me. On these 
cards, you can choose to outline the chapters; write 
down key names, dates, definitions; jot down a 
memorable quote, etc. These cards are money in the 
bank: They can be used during the otherwise closed-
book midterms and final exam. 

3. Grad Mentor Meeting (3%) 
Due Date: no later than March 4 
Graduate Mentor Cynthia Cruz will hold regular office 
hours where she can help you develop your academic 
skills and clear up any questions you may have from 
lecture week to week. When you meet with her one-on-
one, she can help you assess your reading, writing and 
study skills and point you to other campus resources, 
enabling you to do your very best in this course. For 
more information, please see the “Graduate Mentor 
Program” description on the following page. 

4. Media Assignments (10%) 
Due Date: February 11, March 16, April 8, May 4 
The media assignments are an opportunity for you to do 
some brief  research or share a part of  your own family 
history.  There are two parts to this assignment. First, 
bring to class a copy of  something—a photo or other 

image, a newspaper or magazine clipping, an object, a 
print-out of  a website—that in some way reflects 
Chicana/o history.  Second, you will attach a short 
write-up about what you choose to bring in, how and 
where you came across it, and what you find interesting 
about it. There are four of  these assignments, each 
focused on a different historical era, due throughout 
the semester. More detailed instructions will be 
distributed early in the semester. 

5. Creative project (12%) 
Due Date: Wednesday, December 11 
Similar to last semester’s final timeline, you will work in 
small groups to create an artistic representation of  our 
course themes and topics. You will receive more 
detailed instructions about the parameters of  this 
assignment closer to the due date.  

6. Two Midterms (15% each; 30% total) 
• Midterm 1: February 23 
• Midterm 2: March 18 

Each of  these exams will be conducted in class and will 
be comprised of  writing an essay that incorporates 
important keywords and concepts from lectures and 
readings. Students will have the opportunity to shape 
the exam by submitting IDs. Further information will 
be distributed well in advance of  exam dates. 

7. Final Exam (25%) 
Date: May 19, 9:45am – 12:00pm 
The final exam for this course will take the same 
format as it did last semester, but will include an 
additional essay question that invites you to reflect on 
you experience in MAS 10B. Again, we will discuss all 
the details of  the final and help you prepare before the 
big date.

assignments and grades 
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Graduate Mentor Program 
We are very fortunate to participate in the Graduate 
Mentor Program in this section. Established in the fall 
of  2008, the program matches a current graduate 
student (graduate students from the Mexican American 
Studies Department) with each section of  MAS 10A/B 
in order to help personalize your experience in this 
course. The Mentor’s role is to enhance your learning 
experience by providing academic skills workshops, both 
in and out of  class; review sessions for major 
assignments; community-building activities such as 
movie nights; and regular office hours to supplement 
those of  the faculty. You should view the Mentor as an 
experienced friend, one who understands the demands 
of  juggling full-time coursework, extracurricular 
activities and work obligations. Please feel free to 
approach the Mentor with any questions or concerns 
about the class, just as you would a faculty member. If  
you have suggestions for activities you would like to see 
the Mentor provide, please let me know. 

Preparing for Class 
Success in this course is based on the expectation that 
students will spend, for each unit of  credit, a minimum 
of  forty-five hours over the length of  the course 
(normally 3 hours per unit per week with 1 of  the hours 
used for lecture) for instruction or preparation/studying 
or course related activities. Other course structures will 
have equivalent workload expectations as described in 
the syllabus. 

Academic Integrity 
Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by 
your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the 
University’s Integrity Policy require you to be honest in 
all your academic coursework. Instances of  academic 
dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or 
plagiarism (presenting the work of  another as your own, 
or the use of  another person’s ideas without giving 
proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions 
by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be 
completed by the individual student unless otherwise 
specified. If  you would like to include in your 
assignment any material you have submitted or plan to 
submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s 
Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of  instructors. 
Faculty members are required to report all infractions to 
the Office of  Student Conduct and Ethical 
Development. The website for Student Conduct and 
Ethical Development is available at http://
www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

SJSU Writing Center 
The Writing Center in Clark Hall 126 offers tutoring 
services to San Jose State students in all courses. Writing 
Specialists assist in all areas of  the writing process, 
including grammar, organization, paragraph 
development, coherence, syntax, and documentation 
styles. For more information, visit the Writing Center 
(http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter) or call 924-2308. 

A Note about Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is a serious offense and will not be tolerated. 
All references must be cited. Penalties for plagiarism 
range from an “F” in the course to expulsion from 
SJSU. Students suspected of  plagiarism will be asked to 
demonstrate that the work submitted is original and 
may be reported to the Office of  Judicial Affairs for 
disciplinary action. You can find further information 
and even take a tutorial about plagiarism at (http://
tutorials.sjlibrary.org/tutorial/plagiarism/index.htm). 

On Recording Lectures and Publicly Sharing 
Course Materials 
Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate 
that you notify someone when you are recording him or 
her. You must request via email our permission to make 
audio or video recordings in this class, no later than one 
week prior to the date of  the lecture you wish to record. 
Such permission allows the recordings to be used for 
your private, study purposes only. The recordings are 
the intellectual property of  the instructors; you have not 
been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the 
material. Moreover, in this course, the active 
participation of  students or guests will be on the 
recording, which means that permission of  those 
students or guests should be obtained as well. 

Course material developed by the instructors is their 
intellectual property of  the instructor and cannot be 
shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not 
publicly share or upload instructor generated material 
for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or 
homework solutions without instructor consent.” 

Campus Policy in Compliance with the 
Americans with Disability Act 
If  you need course adaptations or accommodations 
because of  a disability, or if  you need to make special 
arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, 
please make an appointment with either one of  us as 
soon as possible, or see us during office hours. 
Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with 
disabilities requesting accommodations must register 
with the AEC (Accessible Education Center) to establish 
a record of  their disability. 

the fine print . . .  

http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/tutorial/plagiarism/index.htm
http://www.sjsu.edu/drc/
http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/tutorial/plagiarism/index.htm
http://www.sjsu.edu/drc/
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course schedule 
subject to change with fair notice
date general time period what to read what’s due

Week 1 1/26 Welcome back and introductions

1/28 Late 1800s: A Changing Society Acuña 3

Week 2 2/2 Takaki 10 and 11

2/4 Early 1900s: Immigration and Revolution Acuña 8 SC 1 and 2

Week 3 2/9 Ruiz Intro and 1 
Takaki 12

2/11 Ruiz 2 SC3 
MA 1

Week 4 2/16 Acuña 9

2/18 Depression Era (1930s) Acuña 10 SC4

Week 5 2/23 Midterm 1

2/25

Week 6 3/2 Ruiz 3

3/4 World War II and 1950s Acuña 11 SC5 
Mentor Mtg due

Week 7 3/9 Takaki 14

3/11 Ruiz 4 SC6

Week 8 3/16 Acuña 12 SC7 
MA 2

3/18 Midterm 2

Week 9 3/23 No classes: Spring Break!

3/25
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date topics what to read what’s due
Week 10 3/30

4/1 Chicana/o Movement (1960s and 70s) Acuña 13 SC8

Week 11 4/6 Takaki 15

4/8 Acuña 14 SC9 
MA3

Week 12 4/13 Ruiz 5

4/15 SC10

Week 13 4/20 Mexican Americans Today Acuña 15 and Epilogue

4/22 Takaki 16 SC11

Week 14 4/27 Ruiz 6 and Epilogue

4/29 SC12

Week 15 5/4 Takaki 17 MA4

5/6 [Cushion/catch-up day] SC 13

Week 16 5/11 Wrap-up Creative Project

5/13

Finals 5/19 Final Exam 9:45am-12:00pm

course schedule (con’t) 
subject to change with fair notice
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