
MAS 144  Dr. Barrera 

CANÍCULA-INSPIRED ASSIGNMENT 

The Gist: 

For this final writing assignment, we will use the vignettes that comprise Norma Cantú’s Canícula as models 
to write our own brief “fictional autobioethnography.” That is to say, like Cantú, you will write a brief story 
inspired by a personal photo of yourself or someone important to you in your family or community.  

How you approach this writing of this story, though, is entirely up to you. Your creative vignette can be 
based in one of your actual personal memories; the experience of a close family member; a funny family 
story; or even something based in reality but totally fictionalized. Likewise, you can center your vignette on 
a person, place or event captured in the image; or it can be centered on something that the photo evokes 
strongly for you, even if it is only tangentially related.  

In this assignment, try delving into “thick description,” which means describing all the rich sensory details 
and cultural context encapsulated in the inspirational photograph. In other words, through your writing, try 
to help someone else appreciate the (fictional) memory this image represents to you. Can you speak to all 
five senses in your writing? 

Keep in mind that this type of writing often works best when you draw from a photograph that is especially 
meaningful to you. However, please do not feel pressured to share anything that you would not feel 
comfortable discussing openly or would hesitate for someone (aside from me) to read. I write this because I 
will assemble each of our images and vignettes into one document, a collective work to be shared with 
everyone in class—a treasured “MAS 144: Chicana/o Literature” keepsake!  

Other Essential Information 

• 1 – 2 pages in length 

• 10% of overall grade 

• Due Date:  Monday, May 11 

• Your work must be 

o Formatted with 1” margins all around 

o Double-spaced 

o Printed in 12-point Times New Roman 

o Spell-checked 

o Carefully edited and proof-read 

o Submitted electronically, along with your scanned photograph: 

§ Please label your document “Lastname.Firstname-vignette.doc” 

§ Label your photo “Lastname.Firstname-photo.jpg” 
 


