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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TOPICS FOR ORAL REPORTS
ANCIENT GREECE

Sappho -lesbian poet
Plato - philosopher
Aristotle - philosopher
Hippocrates - doctor

Galen - doctor

ANCIENT ROME

Juvenal - satirist

Livy - historian

Cleopatra - Egyptian queen

THE MIDDLE AGES AND CHRISTIANITY

Paul - wrote on women in New Testament -

Gnostic Gospels  - alternative Gospels
St. Perpetua - martyr
St. Augustine - theologian -

Thomas Aquinas - theologian -

Hildegard of Bingen - writer, abbess

Joan of Arc - military leader, saint

WOMEN IN FEUDAL SOCIETY

Anna Comnena -  historian

Eleanor of Aquitaine - famous queen of France and England

RENAISSANCE AND EARLY MODERN EUROPE
Louise Labé - writer, humorist

Christine de Pizan - writer

Queen Isabella of Castile (Spanish Queen)

Catherine de Medici - French ruler - responsible for massacre of Protestants

Artesmia Gentileschi - artist

REFORMATION
Luther on women (Protestant theologian) 

Teresa of Avila - Catholic Spanish Saint

Anna Bijns - poet

Margaret Fox - Quaker

Jeanne d’Albret -  great heroine of the French Reformation

Queen Elizabeth I - Queen of England -

Mary Tudor, “Bloody Mary”- Queen of England -

Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots

WOMEN IN SALONS AND THE ENLIGHTENMENT

Julie de Lespinasse - ran a salon in Paris

Poullain de la Barre - wrote on women

Fanny Burney - English novelist

Mary Astell - English feminist - for colleges for women

Queen Christina of Sweden - patron of Descartes - possible lesbian

Emilie du Chatelet - mathematician, lover of Voltaire

Rahal Varnhagen - Jewish woman in Berlin who ran salon

Catherine the Great - Russian Queen

Artists: Rosalba Carriera and Anna Dorothea Therbusch

WOMEN AND THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

Marie Antoinette - French queen 

Artists: Adélaïde Labille-Guiard and Elizabeth Vigée Le Brun (painters of royal family)

Condorcet - feminist philosopher

Olympe de Gouges - spokeswomen for feminism

Wollstonecraft - English feminist -

Germaine de Staël - French feminist

Augustina de Aragon - Spanish resistance fighter against Napoleon

WOMEN ON A PEDESTAL
Alpha Behn - English playwright

Isabella Beeton - wrote on household management 

Hannah More - Christian evangelical who wrote on charity

Elizabeth Fry - social service, prison reform

Florence Nightingale - founder of nursing

Jane Austen - female novelist

George Sand - French novelist who dressed and smoked as a man would

Queen Victoria - model mother

WOMEN AND SOCIALISM

Robert Owen and Fanny Wright - first English socialists

Saint-Simonian women - utopian sect

Charles Fourier -  for free love

Flora Tristan - socialist feminist

Louise Otto - German feminist

Jeanne Deroin - French feminist

Pauline Roland - French feminist

Proudhon - conservative socialist

Marx and Engels on women 

August Bebel on women

Annie Besant - English unionizer, Theosophist, President of Indian National Congress

Clara Zetkin - German socialist - conservative on women’s issues

LIBERALISM AND THE SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT 
J. S. Mill - most important male liberal feminist -

Emmeline Pankhurst - advocate for violence to get the vote

Hubertine Auclert - militant suffragette in France

SCIENCE AND THE STRUGGLE FOR CONTROL OVER WOMEN’S BODIES
Maria Merian - 17th century Dutch artist and scientific illustrator

Darwin - evolution and the idea of sexual selection

Freud -psychology

THE NEW WOMAN
Henrik Ibsen - Swedish playwright - Doll’s House
Sophia Jex-Blake -  English woman doctor

Marie Curie - Nobel Prize winner 

Maria Montessori - Italian educator

Havelock Ellis - English sexologist

Ellen Key - Swedish activist for motherhood above all else

Nelly Roussel - French advocate for birth control

Women Impressionists-  Berthe Morisot and Mary Cassatt 

Camille Claudel - sculptor - associate of Rodin

Rosa Luxemburg -  socialist, founder of Communist Party in Germany

IMPERIALISM

Gertrude Bell - adventurer in Iraq and ally of Lawrence of Arabia

Freya Stark - adventurer in the Middle East

Olive Schreiner - novelist active in South Africa

Marianne North - botanical artist

WOMEN IN WWI
Hélène Brion - French pacifist

Edith Cavell - English nurse and heroine



THE INTERWAR PERIOD
Marie Stopes - birth control advocate in England 

Gertrude Stein - famous American writer/lesbian

Käthe Kollwitz - German artist

Lesbian subculture in Paris - Renée Vivien and Nathalie Barney 

Radclyffe Hall - lesbian writer

Coco Chanel - fashion designer

Helena Rubinstein - founder of a cosmetics company

Marlene Dietrich - famous German actress 

Virginia Woolf - novelistArtists: Meret Oppenheim (Surrealist), Hannah Höch (Dadaist), Tamara de Lempicka (Art Deco),

THE SOVIET UNION
Alessandra Kollantai - Russian feminist 

Female Assassins/Terrorists: Vera Zasulich and Sofia Perovskaya 

Women in the Gulag - their experiences in the Stalinist labor camps

Russian women in the Military in WWI

Russian artists: Lyubov Popova, Natalia Goncharova

FASCISM,  NAZISM, AND WORLD WAR II
Women in the French Resistance

Ravensbruck - All-Female Concentration Camp 

Friedl Dicker Brandeis - painter in Terezin ghetto - taught children to draw

Sophie Scholl and the German Resistance Movement

Russian Women in the Military in World War II 

Leni Riefenstahl - Hitler’s movie director

POSTWAR EUROPE
Simone de Beauvoir - creator of modern feminist theory

Twiggy- model

Vivienne Westwood - designer

Margaret Thatcher - British prime minister

Angela Merkel - German Chancellor

Mary McAleese - President of Ireland

Tarja Halonen - President of Finland

Women Architects: Gae Aulenti and Zaha Hadid

British and Italian Women Artists: Barbara Hepworth and Vanessa Beecroft

German Women Artists: Eva Hesse, Henne Darboven, Rebecca Horn

French Women Artists: Niki de Saint Phalle and Louise Bourgeois

