
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Paper One


This paper must rest on both primary and secondary sources. The paper should be at least five pages and hopefully no more than eight.


Your challenge is to find two interesting primary sources either from the course reader, textbook,  internet, or collections of documents in the library. These documents must be mentioned in your introduction because the main point is to analyze them in depth. A primary source is a document or artifact written or created during the time period that historians are studying. Primary documents vary a great deal. They may include personal memoirs, letters, diaries, government documents, transcript of legal proceedings, oral histories and traditions, archaeological and biological evidence, and visual sources like paintings, political cartoons, and photographs. If a text, your primary source should be no longer than a couple of pages. Please attach a photocopy to the end of the paper if it is not from Lives and Voices or the course reader.


The primary sources should be from  

1. different countries (not the USA) or 

2. the same country (not the USA) but from different centuries   

In this way you will get experience in comparing different societies.  If you can’t make this comparison, see me and I may make an exception to this rule. You have to contact me first before you proceed.


Read both primary sources, asking what they tell you about some aspect of women’s history, i.e. the portrayal of their bodies, men’s approach to women’s health issues, women’s participation in religion, their relation to their husbands or children, men’s depiction of their character, etc. Are the two primary sources similar or different? How do you explain the similarities or differences? What do they tell you about men’s and women’s attitudes in different societies? What do the documents tell you about the historical context? What was going on at the moment to inspire or prod the author? You could, for example, provide an in-depth analysis of  Aristotle’s and Thomas Aquinas’s assumptions about gender roles and show how those assumptions reflect typical or atypical views in ancient Greece and medieval Europe. You could also discuss virginity in the Roman and Christian worlds, based on passages relating to the Vestal Virgins and the Virgin Mary.   


To enrich your paper, find background on women in secondary sources in the library or in the course reader. Secondary works are books or articles by writers who are interpreting events and primary sources. These writers are reflecting on earlier times. They are writing after the event has occurred.  For example, the “Declaration of Independence,” issued in 1776, is a primary source. Carl Becker’s historical study of that document, entitled The Declaration of Independence, published in 1960, is a secondary source. 


Look at the bibliography at the end of the syllabus that I have given you. There must be at least two references to secondary sources. At least one secondary sources must be  a book from the library or a journal article from the library or from a database like JSTOR.  Do not use Wikipedia or an encyclopedia as your secondary source. Do not use children’s literature or old books dating to the early 1900s as your secondary sources. You may have to use Link Plus to order books from other libraries. Plan ahead for this possibility.


Help in finding primary and secondary sources may be found on the History Department’s Web Page: www.sjlibrary.org/research/databases/index.htm?getType=5#H



click on history; then look at left side and click primary sources

Another good site for primary sources is:



www.fordham.edu
do a search for halsall; once you get to “Eurodocs” look for “women” on top - you should get to the “womensbook.”


Good sites for the ancient world and gender are:



http://www.stoa.org/diotima/


http://www.stoa.org/diotima/anthology/wlgr/

Good sites for medieval women are:



http://www.georgetown.edu/labyrinth/subjects/women/women.html


http://www.library.wisc.edu/libraries/WomensStudies/fc/fcwebho.htm

For Renaissance women, go to


http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/history/king/Bibliographies.htm



scroll down until you get to “primary sources”
If all else fails, do a search through Google for “primary sources” in whatever period interests you! It’s fun.


There are also books containing primary sources on reserve in the library under History 153.


Please append your primary sources to the back of your paper. YOU MUST USE QUOTATIONS FROM YOUR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES. Footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography must be included. The paper must follow the form given in Kate Turabian's A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, which is the designated style manual of the History Department. Some samples may be found at the following websites:

www.bedfordstmartins.com/hacker/resdoc/history/footnotes.htm
www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite7.html

 www.ithaca.edu/library/course/turabian.html (bibliography, not footnotes)

As stated on the syllabus, you may, for example, use several documents in your course reader and the Lives and Voices textbook or vases and wall paintings to compare and contrast the treatment of women in Ancient Greece and Rome.  Another approach would be to discuss women’s responses to the suffering caused by World War I, using the Testament of Youth by Vera Brittain, an English woman, and the letters and diaries of Käthe Kollwitz, a German woman, in Lives and Voices.


You could analyze how rebellious women of the lower classes were depicted in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in France.  Find documents and political cartoons relating to the French Revolution of 1789 and documents and photos of the “unruly women” of the Commune of 1870. 

Please feel free to come to my office hours Tuesday afternoons from 4:00 to 6:00 and Thursday afternoons from 4:00 to 6:00.  You may also call me either at home (415-921-3157) or at my office during office hours (924-5516).  I WILL BE HAPPY TO READ ROUGH  DRAFTS.

REMINDERS:


You may not turn in a paper that you used or are using for another course.


A late paper will be marked down. Ten points will be subtracted for every class period that it is late. After two weeks, late papers will no longer be accepted. 


Any plagiarized paper (a paper that copies from another source without proper documentation) will automatically receive a zero. No rewriting will be allowed. Your dishonesty will also be reported to the appropriate university authorities
Other boring but essential reminders:

Use the past tense in historical papers unless you are referring to the present.

Do not use the words “I” or “me” in your paper. Do not tell me how you feel.

Underline titles of books and put quotation marks around articles.
Avoid contractions.

Be careful of split infinitives and comma splices. 


comma splice: use of a comma instead of a period to mark the end of sentence.

Review the use of semi-colon and colon.

Remember to use the possessive.






