Literature Review Assignment
DUE: IN CLASS Wednesday APRIL 4TH
The second part your research paper is to learn a little about the topic—how has this topic been looked at in the past?  What gaps do there seem to be in writing on this topic?  Why should we look at this topic sociologically?  What can an exploration of this topic add to a sociological of your topic?  Put these together into a short background paper/literature review; you should conclude by suggesting some area in which your research will contribute something new to the discussion. Your literature review will help me assist you in focusing your research question based on the question you turned in.
Your literature review should also include four academic sources other than those on the course syllabus. These sources must be articles from scholarly journals. Articles from websites and/or popular magazines/media (Newsweek, Psychology Today, Wikipedia etc) are not acceptable sources (these may be used as part of your data in the final project but are not acceptable sources from which to sketch the academic terrain of the topic you are interested in). Make sure you are getting actual articles- book reviews, editorials, etc. do not constitute peer reviewed research articles,
In the paper you should summarize the state of the literature on your topic and attempt to further specify your actual research question based on what you find as well as your initial paper topic. For this assignment you must use the library. You can and should go in pairs or groups based on what your topics are; share resources (don’t share writing!). Remember that class meets in the library on March 5th so that you can learn how to more effectively locate sources using the database Sociological Abstracts. However, you should start your library research as soon as possible.
Your paper must be 3-5 pages typed, double-spaced, stapled, in black ink, and have numbered pages. I will not accept any papers over email. If you cannot turn your paper in to me in person, you should leave it in my box before class or give it to someone else in the class to turn in for you. Any papers turned in after the beginning of class on the date due will be counted as late and graded accordingly.
